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Life is like one big Mardi Gras. But
instead of showing your boobs, show
people your brain, and if they like what
they'll, you'll have more beads than you
know what to do with.

--- Ellen DeGeneres
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Modified Ministry

The portfolio allocations after the swearing-in of

the Modi 2.0 ministry saw two top portfolios going

into strong hands — home to Amit Shah and

defence to Rajnath Singh who acquitted himself

well as home minister in the previous government.

Former foreign secretary S Jaishankar knows his

subject well and hence fits in well as external

affairs minister. Notably, Prime Minister Modi,

riding the crest of a popular support, has chosen

to retain most of the ministers from his first term.

He is a pro-establishment figure and not given to

acts of disruptions. Both styles have their

strengths. Continuity meant treading a familiar

path, wherein pitfalls are more easily identified,

clarity is a given, and a safe course ensured. On

the debit side, chances of a minister developing

vested interests in the course of a long innings are

there too. Arun Jaitley was a tower of strength to

the Prime Minister in his first term. He did a job,
stood by the side of the PM through thick and
thin, and advised the government in matters of legal

frameworks when faced with tricky situations.

Health is a serious problem to him, and it must

first be attended to. His absence will be felt not
only by the PM but by others too.

Sushma Swaraj, also faced with some health

problems, will be missed by all. She managed the

external affairs ministry with considerable PR skills

though the PM was by her side to take matters

forward. As for Maneka Gandhi, who missed the

bus this time, something else might be in store.

Amit Shah is bound to rock the ministry in positive

ways. Rajnath Singh as PM’s second-in-command

would be a reassuring presence. Nitin Gadkari,

despite some disquiet, is back, but General VK

Singh seems to have been demoted and will serve

under Gadkari. Uma Bharti has volunteered to step

aside. Most senior ministers, as also juniors, found

themselves in the reckoning. The team spirit they

displayed during Modi’s first innings would be to

the PM’s great advantage again. The new Modi

team has space for only one berth for each BJP

ally. This might be a conscious attempt to reduce

importance of regional leaders and their turfs.

Many of them have a tag of corruption. Bihar's

Nitish Kumar has registered dissent and kept his

JDU out of the new ministry. It is worth watching

how the Shiv Sena starts roaring again. More

inductions are likely as team Modi moves forward.

Agroecology and Indigenous
Farmers of Meghalaya

Modi’s NDA-II

Will it heed to
sulking partners?

By Deadidakami Mohrmen, Coriniki Slong and Bhogtoram Mawroh

Like for many parts of the
country Meghalaya’s
economy is still highly
dependent on agriculture.
The primary sector (which
includes agriculture and
other natural resources
extraction activities)
contributes around 30% of
the state’s GDPi.e., Rs.8,168
crore out of the Rs. 27,228
crore economy. With over
half of the population still
connected to agriculture
the state cannot expect to
achieve sustainable
economic growth by
neglecting people who are
working in this sector, i.e.,
the farmers. But when it
comes to enjoying the share
of the economic pie theirs
is the smallest share.
Average annual income of
farmers in India is just over
Rs 37, 000 or only Rs 3000
per month. The same is the
case with Meghalaya (see
discussion below).This
means that in spite of
farmers making huge
contributions to the state’s
economy they are mostly
ignored. Who are these
farmers who form the
backbone of the state’s
economy? What is their
story? This article will tell
the story of an indigenous
farmer who epitomises the
struggles of other farmers
in the state. In spite of the
immense difficulties they
face consistently, these
farmers have the common
good as their raison d'étre.

Phron Kassar is a 51 year
old farmer from Shkenpyrsit
village which falls under
Amlarem C& RD Block,
West Jaintia Hills. Her
mother was (L) Shida
Kassar who arrived from
Umladkhur village to
Shkenpyrsit in search of
livelihood. Phron studied
only till Class III at the
Shkenpyrsit LP school,
unable to continue because
of financial difficulties. By
the time she was 12 years
old she started helping her
mother in the farm. In time,
like her mother (who was
also a cow trader) she
managed to own 10 cows.
But 13 years ago she sold
them for Rs 45,000 to
educate her children,
determined not to allow her
fate to befall her children.

Presently Phron Kassar
cultivates a variety of crops,
viz., ginger, pumpkin, garlic,
beans, mustard, peas, rice,
radish, potato, sweet
potato, cauliflower,
cabbage, spinach, carrot,
cucumber, coriander, etc. In
her garden she also has
local fruit trees like sohiong,
salangi and peach. She also
keeps poultry, piggery and
practises apiculture (bee
keeping). According to her,
the average annual
earnings from her farm
comes to Rs.20,000 to
25,000 from vegetables, Rs
8000-9000 from piggery, Rs
4000-5000 from poultry
rearing. Curiously, when the
upper range is combined it
gives total annual earnings
of Rs 39,000 which when

divided by twelve months
give a monthly income of
Rs 3250 or Rs. 110 per day,
similar to the national
average. What needs to be
borne in mind is that this is
lower than the prescribed
minimum daily wage of a
highly skilled worker in
agriculture in Meghalaya
which is Rs. 420.

For a time, in order to
boost her income Phron
Kassar used chemical
fertilizers like DAP for
increased production. One
day the chemical spilled on
her leg and the skin started
itching. Struck by this she

was horrified by the
thought of how the
chemicals might be

affecting the crops, soil
and the people. Appalled
by the realisation she
vowed to never use any
more chemicals in her farm
and practise only organic
farming. Concern for
common good was more
important for her than
personal gains. Currently,
she and many other farmers
from Jaintia Hills are
working with SURE
(Society for Urban and
Rural Empowerment) and
NESFAS (North East
Society for Agro-
biodiversity and Slow
Food) on adoption of agro-
ecological methods for
food production.

The 2018 IPES
(International Panel of
Experts on Sustainable
Food Systems) Food,
publication, “Breaking
away from industrial food
and farming systems”
states that Agro-ecology is
an umbrella term for
various alternatives to
industrial agriculture viz.,
organic, bio-dynamic,
permaculture, alternative,
sustainable, regenerative,
community  supported
agriculture (CSA),
cooperative food system
initiatives, or urban food
transitions. A growing
archive of case studies
from around the world
demonstrates that Agro-
ecology is providing
immense benefits
(economic, social and food
security) while ensuring
climate  justice and
restoring soils and the
environment. In April 2018,
the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) also underlined the
potential of Agro-ecology
to underpin sustainable
food system transitions at
the 2nd FAO International
Symposium on Agro-
ecology: Scaling up Agro-
ecology to Achieve the
Sustainable Development
Goals.

Coming back to Phron
Kassar, she explained that
when she started engaging
in organic farming she used
eit masi (cow dung), eit
sniang (pig waste), eit syiar
(chicken waste) and skum
kba (rice husk) for making
compost. A pit would be
dug on the ground and
filled with animal wastes.

Later skum kba and ashes
are added and left to
decompose. When the
compost is ready it is dug
up and applied to the plot.
In the past SURE had also
assisted her with trainings
on composting.
Furthermore, determined
not to use any chemicals,
Phron Kassar invented her
own organic pesticide by
using a local plant called
chyrmit kyndeh (Acmella
alba also commonly known
as toothache plant). She
grinds the plant and mixes
it  with water. This
concoction is then sprayed
on the cabbages.
According to her, it is best
to apply before the leaves
begin to fold and it has been
very effective in preventing
pest attacks on the crop.
Phron Kassar informed that
the vegetables grown
without using chemical
fertilizers and pesticides are
not only very tasty but also
keep the soil healthy.
Kassar got the idea of
using the plant as a
pesticide by noticing that
the local community has
been using the plant as a

traditional cure for
toothache since time
immemorial. Acmella Alba
actually has local

anaesthetic properties. She
surmised that since it
already has medicinal
properties, it must also have
pest repellent properties. It
should be mentioned that
Phron Kassar is also a
traditional healer. She is
proficient in traditional
massage therapy using
mustard oil to cure people’s
ailments and has revealed
that she also is
experimenting with the bio-
pesticide on other crops as
well to  gauge its
effectiveness.

Change in production
practises from dependence
on external inputs to agro-
ecological methods which
consisted of adopting
biological pest and disease-
management  solutions
including predators, insect
pathogens and disease
antagonists, plants with
insecticidal, fungicidal,
bactericidal and herbicidal
qualities (practised by
Phron Kassar), and parasitic
nematodes was one of the
main outcomes of the
transition in the seven case
studies, viz., USA,
Nicaragua and Mexico,
Tanzania, France, China,
Spain and Cuba, reported in
“Breaking away from
industrial food and farming
systems”. To achieve
change in production
practises NESFAS and
SURE are promoting Agro-
ecology Learning Circles
(ALC). These are farmer

groups aimed at
empowering local
communities to recognize,
revive, practice, and

eventually further develop
traditional agro-ecology
practices and stimulate
local innovations for
sustainable local food

systems. Six participatory
researches developed and
implemented by farmers on
pest management and soil
improvement across six
different locations are
currently in progress. In
total 38 farmers, 28 female
and 10 male from the Khasi
and Garo indigenous
communities are taking part
in the experiments.

Phron Kassar gave an
interesting insight of how
during elections ginger is in
great demand. She therefore
decided to plant more of it
in the following year. The
seeds are those that she got
from her grandmother. She
is determined to adhere to
the principles of Agro-
ecology which are not only
about food security but
achieving food sovereignty
as well. “Food Sovereignty
is the right of peoples to
healthy and culturally
appropriate food produced
through ecologically sound
and sustainable methods,
and their right to define
their own food and
agriculture systems” - La
Via Campesina.

Phron Kassar sells her
produce in the local market
of Shkentalang. Sometimes,
customers visit the village
to buy produce directly as
well. In the past farmers from
Shkenpyrsit grew only for
self-consumption. Now
production for the market is
increasing. To supplement
her income Phron has been
working as a mid day meal
cook at Dongwah SSA
School Shkenpyrist since
2006. She was one of the first
people from the village to
be appointed as a cook.
Initially she was paid a
paltry sum of Rs.150 per
day; now she gets Rs. 1000
per month.

Farmers like Phron
Kassar’s contribution to the
local as well state economy
cannot be understated.
Without improving their lot
the resulting economic
model of the state will be
one of instability and high
inequality. Instead Agro-
ecology  provides a
framework for a transition
towards sustainable food
and farming systems. Only
when indigenous farmers
like Phron Kassar are
supported will a truly
prosperous, sustainable,
fair and healthy society will
be created.
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TO THE EDITOR

Post-mortem on
EVMs

Editor,

On reading this headline
readers would ask, ‘Why
restore an old car?’ I have
great responsibility as a
citizen to point out a few
things to enlighten those
members of the public who
enjoy the breakthrough in
electronics engineering but
do not want to ask how
things actually work in the
long run. The EVM is not a
smart phone, it is not your
digibox for satellite link, it is
not your scientific calculator,
and it is not even a trader’s
calculator. It is too easy a
circuit that I am at my wits end
as to what to compare it to.
The CEC has given the
excuse about paper jamming.
In 2014 it was found that
humidity of a place might
have been the cause for
paper jamming. Then why not
rectify the fault? Forget GPS,
forget weather forecast
software, if a mango trader
selling mangoes at Rs 51 per
kg for what he bought at Rs
34 per kg, then with a
movement of his finger he

would smile when his
cheap calculator (Orpat
say) shows 50 percent gain.
If it shows 50% loss he
cannot file a case against
Orpat the company but just
throw away the machine.
The only discrepancy of
the calculator is the buy
one mango and get one free
mantra. It’s like loading your
truck with fourteen tons and
getting fourteen tons free
as used to be done in the
80’s. I consulted leading
economists and Arithmetic
teachers of class X but
none of them could
understand this logic. |
believe it is in the DNA of
business to defy Balakot
like tsunami and all laws of
diminishing returns, or I.C.
curves (indifference curve).
Jobs or no jobs, no
difference. Economic
slowdown or flow high no
difference; RBI regulations
or not it makes no
difference; CBI cleansed or
not it makes no difference

Assuming we commit
mistakes in soldering or
linking fuses, then some
questions to answer would
be (1) Why confuse

challenge votes with
deviant behaviour? (2)
When EVM was to be
introduced, why did we
forget to create rules or
laws to deal with deviant
behaviour? (3) Which
elector would be foolish
enough to depend on a
machine as a judge and
challenge it at the risk of
having to pay Rs 10,000 as
fine and six months
imprisonment? (4) SC has
categorically ordered that
EC should respond to the
three complainants against
EVMs. What have they
done? If yes, were the
findings made public? (5)
What is the use of EC
finding anything when 23rd
May has come and gone
and a new Government is
already in place? (6) In future
will the EC pronounce that
any elector, say in Leh,
Ladakh who has a
complaint should bring Rs
10,000 and a blanket?

We should accept our
limitations. Before ASAT
test there was a failed
attempt to shoot Micro SAT
R on February 12 this year.
No man is free from failures.

The ballot paper is the best
bet.

Yours etc.,

M.Khyriem

Via- email.

Humanity

above all else

Editor,

The news item, “Hindu,
Muslim couples undergo
kidney swap in Punjab”
(ST, May 30 2019),
immediately gave me a
sense of gladness. At the
end of the day we are all
human beings of flesh and
blood. We are all creations
of the One above. We may
be defined by our birth, our
religion, our race, our
community but the colour
of our blood that runs in
each one of us is the same.
The numerous faiths and
religions that we are born
into or a faith that we
believe in are but different
routes that will lead us to
only one destination.
While no religion, no faith
will teach us the wrong
tenets can we not be more
Godly in our actions here

on earth? To love one
another and treat one
another with love and
respect is the greatest
religion that humankind
must follow. We don’t need
wars, we don’t need
violence, and we don’t
need enmity! All that we
need is love, adoration and
reverence for one another.
When we love one another
we love God!
Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Viaemail

Modi starts on

a sour note

Editor,

The new Modi ministry
began its second term
journey with a bumpy start.
One of the alliance partners
of the NDA, namely the
Janata Dal (United) led by
Nitish Kumar is sulking and
has decided to opt out of
the Cabinet. The JD (U)
was offered one ministerial
berth but the party turned
it down saying it is not
interested in having a
symbolic presence in the

new government. Nitish
Kumar has stated that it is
not necessary to be in the
Cabinet but that the JD (U)
will continue to be in the
NDA and the alliance is
united. The party had
demanded three berths in
the central Cabinet but
Modi was prepared to give
only one berth, which made
the JD (U) take a decision
to opt out of the Cabinet.
Thus, a shaky start for the
ministry on the first day
itself does not augur well for
the Government, though
there is nothing for Modi to
fear. But this distasteful
experience on the first day
has given a chance to the
Opposition to cast
aspersions on Modi’s
government. At the same

time, this incident is

expected to peter out

without gaining much
traction.

Yours etc.,

TK Nandanan,

Via email

Letters to the Editor must have
the full name, address and
contact number of the writer,
even if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the requisite
details will be published.

By Insaf

ROUND THE STATES

Notwithstanding the
grand oath-taking ceremony
in the forecourt of
Rashtrapati Bhavan, the
NDA may already have
teething problems in round
two, where none were
expected. With the BIJP
having got a majority on its
own, there was fear that the
regional allies importance
would  wane  further.
Remember, murmurings of
not being consulted even at
the time of NDA-1. For
starters the JD(U) in Bihar
has already thrown a googly
as it is sulking with the offer
of only one Cabinet berth for
it. Chief Nitish Kumar chose
not to mince his words and
refused categorically to join
the Modi-led Ministry. He
said: “we don’t want a token
participation.” With 16 MPs
the JD(U) is the third largest
party in the NDA in this Lok
Sabha. And so was eyeing at
least two Cabinet and one
Minister of State berths. So
as of now it’s a no-go
between the partners.
Besides, Apna dal, from Uttar
Pradesh has been kept out
this time from the
government but so far it is
not heard complaining, as
the State has got 9 berths.
How Modi and Amit
overcome the Bihari problem
is anybody’s guess.
However, they can well argue
that 20 of the 29 States are
represented and that even its
Shiv Sena partner from
Maharashtra, which is in
second number in the tally of
seats in the lower House has
got just one Cabinet berth.
Importantly, Modi has not
given a single berth to the
three southern States of
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Andhra. And why would he,
as the BJP got a harsh
beating there.

The NDA-II is being
described as “a blend of
energy and experience”, let
us keep our fingers crossed
that the two are not wasted
on squabbling within.

3 CMs Take Oath

The leadership of three
States—Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh and Arunachal
Pradesh took its oath too to
work for and fulfil aspirations
of their people. While for 72-
year-old Naveen Patnaik it is
the 5th consecutive term
overcoming a Modi wave
with a decisive victory, 46-
year-old Jagan Mohan
Reddy will start a new
innings after a long wait of
10 years, and for Pema
Khandu it is a more
comfortable start since the
BJP will install the
government on its own
having won 41 of 60
Assembly seats. He was CM
since July 2016, but as is
normal in the North-east
there were twists and turns.

Importantly, this time
round all the three Chief
Ministers shunned the Raj
Bhavan’s for their oath
taking ceremony and instead
did so at convention
centres/stadium among the
aam janata, which is a
growing ‘populist’ trend.
And, while they had
counterparts from other
States in attendance at the
solemn occasion, where the
team of Cabinet and MoS
were also inducted, what
stood out Chandrababu’s
absence, as he turned down
Jagan’s invite! It goes
without saying while it will
be easy for Khandu with BJP
at the Centre the same cannot
be said for Naveen and
Jagan. Both require special
attention of the Centre’s
given the recent Fani
cyclone in Odisha and long
pending demand for Special
Status in Andhra. The latter
it is learnt is non-negotiable.
Jagan is said to have turned
down 2 Cabinet berths
offered by Modi on his visit
to Delhi. Developments are
worth a close watch.

Karnataka, WB On Edge

Karnataka and West
Bengal are on tenterhooks.
The Lok Sabha results have
stumped Chief Ministers
Kumaraswamy and Mamata
Banerjee respectively,

forcing them to rejig their
respective Cabinets. And
while the former did it on
Saturday last by dropping
two ministers and bringing
on 8 others from coalition
partner Congress, the latter
made a major reshuffle on
Tuesday last. The situation
in Vidhan Souda is more
worrisome after the Lok
Sabha verdict for the JDS-
Congress combine as the
BJP has been waiting in the
wings to topple the six-
month-old government at
the earliest opportunity
available. Such is the fear
that Kumaraswamy dropped
a minister, who did not
attend the Cabinet meeting
and replaced him with his
brother! The ruling combine
is making all efforts to keep
its flock together as the
nagging fear that some of its
MLASs may cross over is not
just a hallucination.

Likewise, not just the
drubbing in the Lok Sabha
polls, but that her flock is
deserting her (3 MLAs and
50 councillors so far who
have crossed over to the
BJP), Mamata is worried for
the future — the 2021
Assembly elections.
However, it chooses to
dismiss the developments
and put up a brave face. Its
leaders proclaim that one or
two MLAs joining the BJP
will not impact it. “State
elections will prove whether
the people are with us or
not,” and insist that
“people are with Didi and
they will continue to remain
irrespective of the fact that
some leaders are switching
sides.” This only time will
tell, as the BJP has made
major inroads into her
bastion and she would need
a miracle to retain her hold.
At the same time, Didi
showed signs of her
annoyance by doing a flip-
flop for Modi’s swearing-in.
First she accepted the invite
and later, just hours after the
BJP invited the families of
54 party workers allegedly
killed in political violence
across the State, Mamata
said she won’t go. Instead
she decided to visit North
24 Parganas to protest
against attacks on TMC
cadres by the BJP after the
polls! She went a step further
and in a message to Modi
said the swearing-in
ceremony was an ‘“august
occasion to celebrate
democracy” and not one
that should be “devalued”
by any political party which
uses it as an opportunity to
score political points.”
Indeed, let’s be prepared to
see a lot more of it.

Mizo Goes ‘Dry’

Is controlled sale of
liquor better than a complete
ban? Mizoram perhaps has
an answer as it opts for the
latter. On Tuesday last, the
Mizo National Front
government decided it was
time to act to turn the State
‘dry’, after four years of
controlled sale of liquor. The
Assembly had in fact
passed the Mizoram Liquor
(Prohibition) Bill 2019 on
March 20, but it couldn’t be
implemented as the model
code of conduct was already
in place for General
elections. Also, the High
Court had granted time to
liquor sellers till May 27 to
dispose of existing stock.
Apparently, the government
is not only fulfilling its poll
promise made last year but
hopes that alcohol-related
deaths would not continue
to rise since 2015, when
prohibition was lifted. As
per the State Excise and
Narcotics dept 9 such
deaths happened in 2015,
with the number going up
to 22 in 2016 and to 59 in

2017. Figures are
unavailable for 2018. Former
Chief Minister, Lal
Thanhawla, who was

instrumental in introducing
regulated sale of liquor in
2015 has his doubts whether
the ban will help “as
prohibition has never been
successful anywhere in the
world.” Will he be proved
wrong eventually? ---INFA
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Much ado about Rahul
POLITICAL pundits in the media are falling over
themselves in trying to prevail upon Rahul Gandhi to

quit the post of Party President. One suggestion is

that he should give an opportunity for someone

outside the Nehru family to lead the Congress from

the front. This would seem illogical and an affront to
history. Long ago, Indira Gandhi had turned the Indian
National Congress into a family enterprise. Having
split the INC in 1969, she headed what was then
called the Indira Congress, which later became

Congress (I) and then the Congress. The other

Congress factions perished, but offshoots led by new-

age leaders appeared in the form of Nationalist

Congress Party and Trinamool Congress. The central

Congress edifice today is the Congress led by Rahul

Gandhi with able support from mother Sonia Gandhi.

Priyanka Gandhi too was brought into a position of

leadership a while ago, it remains a family enterprise,

and Indians repeatedly kept reposing faith in this

family-centric party. Elections by their very nature

spell both success and defeat. An electoral defeat

often proved a stepping stone to a landslide win.

Almost every Indian political outfit today, with the

exception of the BJP and the Left, is a family

enterprise. New dynasties are springing up with the

ease of mushrooms and laughing their way through

power and pelf, as election affidavits prove year after

year. The families of Sharad Pawar, Praful Patel,

Kamal Nath and Chandrababu Naidu are sitting plum

on hundreds of crores of wealth. Or even Jagan
Mohan Reddy, the Thackerays, the Badals, or the
Stalins and Marans. They lead politics in India from

the front. Under the circumstances, Rahul Gandhi’s

right to lead the Congress cannot be questioned. This

is not an advocacy for dynastic politics. Such a

situation is the anti-thesis of democracy. Yet, if people

vote for such leaders and parties, their legitimacy

cannot be overlooked. Rahul Gandhi might have lost
Amethi, but he is MP from Wayanad. He has the
legitimacy of an elected representative of the people,

unlike, say, a Sitaram Yechury. Pundits’ advice apart,

the Congress party will not survive without a Nehru

family member at its head. Like it or not, the legacy

of the Nehrus now rests with Sonia Gandhi and her

family and does not reach up to Maneka Gandhi or

her son. That’s the way life is. If there is no “first

family,” the Congress will be as dead as dodo; leaders

will fight to its finish.

One million trees

The state government
deserves a pat on the back
for its move to plant more
than one million tree
saplings on World
Environment Day (June 5),
but some are questioning
the sincerity of the MDA in
the entire act. There are
people who are of the
opinion that the
government’s call to plant
a million trees on this
auspicious day is just hype
and for the sake of record
only. It is argued that
everything will end the next
day after the news is
carried by the media. Then,
considering the situation
we are in now, the other
pertinent question to ask is:
Is mere planting of tree
saplings enough to save
the earth?

Trees were planted since
the World Environment
Day was first celebrated
and trees were planted after
that too, and, if the records
of all the saplings that were
planted were to have been
maintained, the numbers
would surely have crossed
the million mark. But the big
question is how many of
those plants which were
planted to celebrate the Day
actually survived? The
reason that most of the
trees planted did not
survive is because there is
no follow up on the growth
of the trees after they were
planted. The government
may, of course, argue that
this time around it is
different because they are
ensuring community
participation to take care of
the saplings after they are
planted.

The success of this
arrangement is  also
questionable because of
the kind of local grass roots
administration that we have
in the state. We have
several instances where
trees were planted and
communities were involved
to protect the saplings but
when the new Rangbah
Shnong takes over from the
previous one, the whole
focus shifted because his
priorities are different. The
survival of the saplings is
crucial because we have
too many instances where
plantations become a waste
of time and energy.

Take for instance the

different  afforestation
projects executed by both
the Soil and Water

Conservation Department
and the different branches
of the Forest Department
and even by the Forest
Departments  of  the
Autonomous District

and more...

By H H Mohrmen

Councils. The question is
- what the status of these
re-afforestation projects?
What is the survival rate
of the trees planted vide
these projects in the entire
state? All those who are
engaged in these activities
know very well that the
main culprit which is the
major cause for the failure
of these projects are forest
fires. People in the state
and the Khasi Pnar people
in particular have this
penchant to start forest
fires and burn the whole
hill and sometime the entire
mountain range for no
reason at all.

Earlier the argument
was that forest fires were
deliberately started to help
grass sprout faster for the
animals to graze on. After
the dry winter spell
animals long for fresh saps

have reached a stage of
climate emergency. We do
not have much time
anymore and we must act
now. Surely planting trees is
one step which will help
mitigate climate change, but
since we are in an
emergency situation we
need to think of other ways
which would help stop
climate change. Time
warrants that we stop this
mad leap to self destruction
and the time to act is now.
One important and effective
way to stop climate change
which can have immediate
impact is by reducing the
use of fossil fuels which is
the major cause of the
increase in the earth’s
temperature. We need to
think of alternative ways to
replace coal and also to look
for ways to reduce the use
of gasoline. But what has

The success of this arrangement is
also questionable because of the

kind of

local

grass roots

administration that we have in the
state. We have several instances
where trees were planted and
communities were involved to
protect the saplings but when the
new Rangbah Shnong takes over
from the previous one, the whole
focus shifted because his priorities

are different.

of grass but the fact is
even without intervention
too, nature will continue
with its cycle and grass will
bud in time. Hence if the
government is serious in
its effort to see that the
trees planted really grow,
it needs to find out ways
and means to control
forest fires. Until and
unless people see the
grave damage of starting
forest fires, chances of the
survival of the saplings
will also be very less. In
fact if there are no forest
fires, there is no need to
plant trees at all, nature in
its own unique way has its
own means of
regenerating and
replenishing itself in the
miraculous cycle of life and
death.

Greta Thunberg the
teenage climate activist
said that we have reached
a situation where we are no
longer fighting against
climate change but we

the government done on
this front?

If the Chief Minister is
really serious in his desire
to protect the environment
he should first reduce the
numbers of  vehicles
following him as part of his
cavalcade and more
importantly he himself
should refrain from using
SUVs which guzzle gasoline
like a water running down
the pipe. He should also
discourage his colleagues in
the Government from
buying those fancy sport
cars for government use
which consume petrol like ‘u
Thlen’ and in turn cause
damage to the environment.
The Government should
reduce the numbers of
vehicles used by ministers
and high ranking
bureaucrats. We therefore
hope that we will not only
see many trees in the near
future, but we will also see
less number of vehicles in
the CM’s entourage the next

time he moves in our

neighbourhood.
But the most important
point that makes one

question the Government’s
attitude or question the
seriousness of its approach
towards protecting the
environment is when it
comes to the mining issue.
When we talk about mining
be it coal or limestone
mining, it is obvious that
Conrad Sangma’s heart is
in two places. He has a
strong desire to protect the
environment but he also
wants mining (particularly
of coal) to continue as
usual. He is in a Catch-22
situation and people
sympathise with him.
Protecting the environment
and extraction of minerals
are diametrically different
things and like they say the
twain shall never meet.
Conrad must decide which
side he is on. Is he for
extracting fossil fuels or for
protecting the
environment?
Unfortunately, he can only
choose one option because
he cannot have the cake
and eat it too

If the same Government
which is organising the
planting of more than a
million trees is also fighting
a court case to allow coal
mining to continue in the
state, then it is in a situation
where it has misplaced
priorities or it does not
know where its priorities lie.
The government should set
its priorities right and come
clear on this and help the
citizens of this state
understand where it stand
is in matters relating to the
environment and mining.

Another important
question is - What has the
Government done
throughout the year?
Saving the environment is
not a one day affair; it
should also reflect on the
government’s  attitude
towards the vital issues in
the entire year. Is there any
endeavour on the part of
the government to control
the use of electricity and
paper? What happened to
the Government’s plastic
ban? Or what about the
waste management project
introduced in certain areas
of Shillong?

Ultimately Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma
has to decide whether he
wants to count how many
of the trees he plans to grow
or how many coal and
limestone trucks pass
through the check gates in
the state. No doubt it is a
tough decision to make, but
the decision has to be
made. It’s now or never!

TO THE EDITOR

Modi Govt hits
the ground
running

Editor,

The BJP’s real mascot, the
effervescent man in his late
sixties Mr. Narendra Modi is
the numero uno in the BJP
party. His charismatic
personality pulled the crowd
and earned him and his party
a landslide victory, thereby
enabling him to stake claim for
government formation for the
second consecutive time.
And now the question as to
who is the next important man
after Narendra Modi in the
Cabinet is over. Modi has
entrusted the number two
Cabinet position of Home
Minister to Amit Shah the
think-tank and the
mastermind behind the poll
strategies of the recent Lok
Sabha elections. Moreover,
Modi distributed crucial
portfolios to debutants and
several of his previous
ministers including Nirmala
Sitharaman, thereby reposing
his trust in them for an
excellent performance of his
ministry.

Among the debutants,
Amit Shah and S Jaishankar
are the notable ministers who
hold key portfolios and Modi
perhaps would be happier to
have his man Friday Amit
Shah in the Cabinet as Shah
is capable of handling the
government with as much

expertise as Modi himself.
So, Modi’s responsibility
and burden of work has just
reduced to half while Shah
would be carrying out
important policy matters in
place of Modi. The duo
seems to be in perfect sync
as far as their work in the
Party and in  the
Government is concerned.

In the first Cabinet
meeting on Friday, the
Government announced
two key decisions. The first
being the government’s
decision to extend PM
KISAN scheme to all 14.5
crore farmers costing
Rs.87,000 crore a year and
another being the Rs.10,000
crore pension scheme for 5
crore farmers, thereby
fulfilling the BJP’s poll
promise.

The farmers in the
country are in distress
especially those whose
crops were damaged due to
inclement weather and the
decision of the Cabinet to
immediately address the
farmers’ woes and
immediate announcement
of relief is indeed
praiseworthy.  Equally
important is the decision of
the Cabinet to approve a
new scheme, which assures
minimum monthly pension
of Rs 3,000 to all
shopkeepers, retail traders
and self-employed persons
after attaining the age of 60
years; here too fulfilling its
poll promise. Thus, Modi
seriously started from

walking the talk from day
one.

Modi’s magic invoking a
blend of youthful energy
and experience into his
Cabinet is superb and the
induction of the youngest
minister Smriti Irani aged
only 43 is a proof of Modi’s
appreciation for youthful
energy. The fact that some
old retreads who tasted
plum posts earlier have been
kept out of his ministry to
give room for new ones is
indeed heartening. In short,
every Indian can expect this

Modi Government to
deliver.

Yours etc.,

TK Nandanan,

Via email

Robert Vadra’s
foreign travel

Editor,

A Delhi Court on May 29,
reserved for June 3 its order
on the application of Robert
Vadra, an accused in a
money laundering case to
travel abroad. Vadra sought
permission to travel to the
UK and other countries
apparently for removal of a
small tumour in his large
intestine. Why can’t Vadra
take a second opinion from
AIIMS, Delhi or any other
Government hospital where
world-class quality
treatment are available? In
today’s India

transplantation of organs
like heart, liver and kidney
are being successfully and

routinely made by
specialist surgeons
accompanied by
neurologists and

oncologists if necessary,
both in New Delhi and in

Kolkata. World-class
general surgeons for
treatment of such an

ailment, namely a ’small
tumour’ regularly come as
visiting surgeons in scores
of multi-specialty hospitals
all over India and the
surgeons are very capable
on advising post-operative
management procedures.
Facing charges of
money-laundering linked
to purchase of alleged
illegal assets abroad Mr
Vadra, with his present
health condition has often
failed to appear before the
ED. But he need not take
the pain of visiting the UK
and other countries. Mr
Vadra possibly needs
admission to a hospital for
prompt surgical operation
for healing from the ailment
he is suffering from.
Otherwise also no
political leader, MLA and
MP of the country
deserves the right to go
abroad for medical
treatment at the cost of
public exchequer. If they,
who are supposed to be
the elected representatives
of the people, make
improvements on the

quality of treatment
presently available in the
country and bring them to
the standard of treatment
they receive abroad and
make it available to the
common people of the
country, then nothing will
change. We deserve quality
treatment at an affordable
cost.
Yours etc.,
Samares
Bandyopadhyay,
Advocate, Kolkata
High Court

Sufferings of
common
people

Editor

The basic sufferings of
the common people are in
the area of health and
education. Both the sectors
have at present become
money making businesses
hence I fail to understand
why government has not
come out with strong laws
in both the sectors.

Today we see private
hospitals and doctors have
a monopoly and are sending
patients for unnecessary
tests and prescribing
medicines even while
charging very high fees for
treatment. Recently two
incidents have shaken my
faith in the medical
profession. I went to a
doctor near Guwahati for

some complaint. He
immediately advised me to
go for some tests but said
that I should do them at his
clinic. My question is — why
should I do the tests in his
clinic when I can do them
elsewhere and get them
done at a cheaper rate? But
if I do my tests outside the
doctor may not see the
report or agree to treat me.
This type of malpractice
has destroyed the entire
medical system in the state
and country.

According to a study
done three years ago 27 %
of deaths occur due to
medical negligence.
Government should fix the
rates for all diagnostic tests
and also the school fees
should be standardised.
People of this country have
voted for the NDA Govt
with the hope that it will
look into the plight of the
middle class. The media too
should raise these basic
problems of common
people instead of giving
undue publicity to
politicians and political
parties.

I request both the state
and central government to
intervene and stop the
monopoly that exists in the
health and education
sectors and relieve the
common people of their
plight.

Yours etc.,
Samar Deb,
Viaemail

What'’s in store for Indian Youth

in next five years

Economy needs credible
and timely data on
srowth and jobs

By Gyan Pathak

The General Election
results show that Modi is
particularly popular among
the Hindu youths with their
ideas of a hero of medieval
romance. They wanted an
authoritative commanding
personality as their leader
primarily for political
dominance. Though the level
of joblessness had become
worst in the last 45 years,
they did not find any fault
in him or in his policies in
spite of his failure in
delivering his 5-year old
promise of ‘work with
dignity for every hand’.
Rather, they believed that
only a strong leader like
Modi can overcome this
crisis.

Nevertheless, nothing
can be said with certainty
about what is in store for our
young population in the
next five year of the Modi
rule, except that they will be
in great trouble on account
of joblessness. Government
does not seem to be serious
in solving this problem on
priority basis. It is not even
serious about restoring the
credibility of the Indian data
on growth and employment.
They hid the data on
unemployment with an
assurance of sharing it by
March end this year which
proved to be false. When the
election results were being
declared on May 23 and the
trends clearly showed
Modi’s win, his government
came with a nasty proposal
to merge NSSO with CSO,
which will be the end of
autonomy of NSSO.

It may be mentioned here
that it was the NSSO leaked
data which claimed
joblessness 45 years high
after 1973-74. The leaked
data had come out on the eve
of Lok Sabha elections.
Towards the end of election,
NSSO had come out with
another data putting the
government claim on growth
and development
questionable. NSSO had
found that 36 per cent of the
companies  were  not
traceable whose data were
used to calculate GDP.

In this backdrop, the
decision of the Modi
government to merge NSSO
with CSO to create a new
entity named NSS betrays
his intention of keeping the
neutral data hidden from the
public, and to release only
those data which his
government wants to give at
their own convenient time.
Only a few days after the
election results were out,
OECD has mentioned in its
economic outlook relating to
India that the country needs
to release credible and timely
data on economic growth,
particularly regarding jobs,
so that the planners may
properly plan for the greatest
benefit of the people.

However, what the
medieval hero of modern
times wants to do is

obviously dangerous for the
country in general and the
youths in particular. He
seems to be more interested
in dividing the jobless
youths on communal and
sectarian grounds for his

own lust of political
dominance bordering
around authoritarianism

pushing democracy under
his feet. Youths are being
misled and driven to jingoism
and communalism in place of
providing them with quality
jobs apart from rescuing them
from increasingly costly
higher education and
professional skills. It is an
open secret that Modi
government has been
adopting such policies that
made higher education and
professional courses too
costly for the poor and the
lower middle class.
Suppression of data
cannot help improve the
status of joblessness or our
ailing economy. Presently,
two-thirds of India is below
the age of 35. Around 16

million young attain
adulthood every year and
become aspirants for a
good job. They obviously
look for a strong leadership
to fulfill their aspirations.
However, given the present
economic scenario of the
country, almost 20 per cent
of urban males and 25 per
cent of urban female are
most likely to find no job at
all, not to talk about any
quality job. Additionally,
with dwindling agricultural
income as against the
Modi’s  promise  of
doubling farm income in
five years by 2022, around
7 million youths leave farm
sector and migrate in
search of employment in
other sectors every year.
Almost 13 million people
join the country’s
workforce annually. If
India is to give work for
every hand it would need
to create about 20 million
new jobs every year, which
will be a daunting
challenge for the Modi
government in its second
term. The dismal track
record in the last five years
of  this  government
suggests that our youth
have to struggle a lot to
find a suitable and a good
job. Disenchantment and
frustration awaits majority
of them.

Only ten months ago,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had told parliament
that nearly a crore or 10
million jobs were generated
in a year if both formal and
informal sectors were taken
into consideration. Since
no authentic data on job
were available, he cited a
study from an
“independent institute” in
support of his claim. He
cited EPF and National
Pension Scheme data along
with the number of new
professionals such as CAs
and doctors to calculate
formal jobs. The idea was
that when professionals
start their own practice
they create jobs. For
informal sector, commercial
and passenger vehicles
sold were cited as a proxy
since vehicle need drivers
and helpers. Even if we
believe his claim to be true,
there was a shortfall of
around 10 million in job
creation every year
indicating that at least 50
per cent of the job
aspirants did not find work
in his first tenure as Prime
Minister. Moreover, this 10
million figure given by the
Prime Minister was not
necessarily of new jobs,
because he cited EPF and
Pension Scheme which
could also reflect higher
formalization, while new
vehicle may not have new
drivers and helpers.

In absence of the reliable
government data on job,
some private data can be
quoted here, such as of the
Centre of Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE).
Their survey indicated that
the number of people
employed had shrunk by
nearly 10 million in 2018.
The unemployment rate in
February 2019  was
estimated at 7.23 per cent
higher than the 5.87 per cent
one year ago. The leaked
NSSO data for 2017-18
revealed an unemployment
rate of 6.1 per cent.
According to a World Bank
data, India’s working age
population above the age of
15 will be expanding by 1.3
million a month.

All these numbers point
out the economic stress
our country is undergoing
which cannot be solved in
the near future because
economic activity has
already slowed down with
consumption showing
signs of stagnating and a
prolonged investment
inertia has stifled both
growth impulses and new
job creation.(IPA Service)
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Health sector in distress

MEDIA reportsthat awoman in labour wasturned
away fromthe Government'spremier maternity hos-

pital - Ganesh Das- for want of basic amenitiesis

very disconcerting. Itisreported that the hospital
ran out of sterilized sheetsto use after aCaesarian
section is performed on a pregnant woman. The

Medica Superintendent explained tothemediaina

nonchalant manner that the operation could not be
performed because of the shortage of sterilized

sheets, asif, that wasaroutine occurrence and not a
matter of concern. The hospital must be having a

record of thenumber of deliveriesper day and should

have had astock of sterilized sheetsfor exigencies

such asthe one occurring on Sunday. Truethat Gov-
ernment run hospitals, especialy Ganesh Das, isthe
go-to maternity hospital for thosewho cannot afford
private healthcare. It is aso afact that pregnant

womenfromdigant villagesof Khas and JaintiaHills

who gointo labour haveto be brought to Shillong
even for dlight complications because the Primary
Hedlth Centres(PHCs) at theblock levelsand Com-
munity Hedlth Centres(CHCs) at thesub-divisiona
levelsdon't function optimally.

PHCsare supposed to provide services such as

maternal-child healthincluding family planning and

training of health guides, health workers, loca dais

(birthatendants) and hedth assstants. Thenext leve
of health carefacility isaCHC. It isto be manned
by four medical specidlistsi.e. surgeon, physician,
gynecol ogist and pediatrician supported by 21 para-
medical and other staff. It has 30 in-door bedswith
one OT, X-ray, labour room and |aboratory facili-

ties. CHCs serve as areferral centre for 4 PHCs

and aso providefacilitiesfor obstetric careand spe-
cidist conaultations. If the CHCshavedl of theabove
facilitiesthenwhy are pregnant mostly sent to Shillong
for delivery? The CHC with agynecologist in at-
tendance should be able to handle even acompli-

cated ddlivery casebut that isnot happening. All this

isduetoalackadaisica attitude of government doc-
torswho refuse to go beyond the call of duty and
treat their jobsas9to 5 one. Lack of supervision
andingpectionshasturned thePHCsand CHCsinto
gpaceswheredoctorsonly work part timewhilethey

arebusy with their private practices. Most doctors
attendtotheir dutiesat the PHC only on market days

and remain absent throughout the week. Many do
not residein the quartersprovided. Unlessthe Gov-
ernment takesastern view of thisderdliction of duty

by itsdoctors, health carewill continueto beina

crigsin Meghdayaand maternd andinfant mortality

will continuetorise.

We get the Gover nment
we desarve

By Albert Thyniang

Joseph-Marie, Comte de
Maistre (1753-1821) was a
French philosopher and
writer who disliked the
French Revolution and ad-
vocated restoration of hier-
archy and monarchy and
favoured authority of the
Pope over temporal matters.
Obviously the 19th century
thinker was no democrat. He
was an exponent of anti-
democratic ideals. But we
know that democracy is not
a perfect political system. It
has its defects. One of the
glaring outcomes of democ-
racy is precisely that we get
undeserving representa-
tives and governments be-
cause the best, the most
meritorious are often not
elected. The reason is be-
cause the electors are not
up to the democratic princi-
ples and ideals. It can turn
out that even the worst are
elected thus making a mock-
ery of democracy itself.

Many inthe US are of the
opinion that they have to
bear the consequence for
electing Donald Trump as
president four year ago.
Racist taunts, rants and as-
saults on religious and col-
oured minorities and an ele-
ment of the prevailing white
supremacy are by-products
of Trump's'political philoso-
phy'. A writer says that
Americans may consider
themselves a nation of gen-
erous, selfless, noble, intel-
lectually and morally supe-
rior people but in fact itisa
home of small-minded, cruel,
racist and completely self-
absorbed citizens. The
model is the President him-
self.

In India the return of the
Modi government with an
even bigger mandate than
2014 was a shock to some
and a foregone conclusion
to many. The question is
what kind of government
will the NDA Il be? Many
fear that India will turn into
a totalitarian state. Others
think the very soul of India
isin grave danger. Still oth-
ers are apprehensive that
democracy itself might not
survive. Secularism,
inclusiveness, religious plu-
ralism, linguistic diversity
might be in dire stress. As
the new government has
just assumed office, the
course it takes will be
known but one thing is cer-
tain: we have a government
we have elected. No gods
have gifted us this govern-
ment.

Some pointers we can
safely speculate based on
the experience of the last
five years. Modi (NDA) has
returned for the second
term based not on perform-
ance. Throughout the cam-
paign the BJP and its un-

matched campaigner made
no mention of the lofty
promises of 2014 - 'Sabka
Saath Sabka Vikas', of up-
rooting corruption, of re-
turning black money
stashed abroad, of 'Acche
Din', etc. Not once were de-
monetisation and GST
claimed to be successful
reforms.The mandate was
not based on economics ei-
ther. Now it is official but it
was known before the com-
mencement of the 2019 elec-
tions that joblessness was
highest in 45 years.

Modi 2.0, as the media
calls it, has come back to
power much less because of
social and religious har-
mony. We saw some of the
ugliest lynching cases, as-
saults and crimes against
minorities. We saw re-con-
version to Hinduism. We
saw anti- 'Love Jihad' op-
erations. We heard state-
ments and sound bites
propagating Hindu Rashtra
and Hindutva. We saw
democratic institutions like
the CBI, RBI, ECI and even
the judiciary losing their in-
dependence. In the next
fiveyearsif we witness eco-
nomic, social, religious
breakdowns and undermin-
ing of democracy it will be
no surprise because we
have elected a government
capable of them.

The BJP, the leader of
NDA, has secured a mas-
sive majority mainly be-
cause of the personal cha-
risma of its Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi. Extremely
unfortunate, but once again
he appealed to the masses
on the basis of religious
polarisation.
Unapologetically, he com-
pletely polarised the elec-
torate in the North and ex-
tended it to West Bengal
and the southern states. It
is another matter that the
wiser Southern states and
Punjab did not fall prey to
the dangerous design.
Anti-Muslim and anti-mi-
nority sentiments were ex-
ploited to the extreme to
gain maximum political mile-
age. As we have once again
reposed our faith in a divi-
sive, communal and
majoritarian government,
we have to pay the price if
the society is further frag-
mented on religious lines
leading to more insecurity
and anxiety, persecution
and harassment of the mi-
norities.

Unlike his predecessors,
the PM unscrupulously po-
liticised the armed forces
too. With telling effect he
ruthlessly took advantage

of the Pulwama tragedy and
the Balakot strike. He master-
fully made use of the uniform
of the armed forces, figures
of 'dead terrorists, imagery
and other tools to rig the
minds of the voters portray-
ing himself the one strong na-
tionalist leader. In spite of the
non-envious record during
his tenure by allowing
Pathankot, Uri and Pulwama
terrorist attacks the PM suc-
ceeded in imprinting the per-
ception in people's mind that
heisthe best man for national
security. Anti-Pakistan senti-
ments were also cunningly
made one among the top elec-
tion issues. The implication
is that real issues which dic-
tate the government's main
occupation don't matter
anymore. If the pressing is-
sues of jobs, health, educa-
tion, communication, social
harmony, corruption get side-
tracked in the next five years
we have only ourselves to
blame.

The Indian electorate
voted for one man. In a par-
liamentary government if we
vote for one man ignoring the
abilities, capabilities, educa-
tion and experience of candi-
dates who will represent each
constituency we are in for
serious troubles. With al re-
spect, Modi is not going to
be of help if aparliamentarian
isinefficient. To alarge extent
the last election was a Modi
election. Each of the 303 BJP
MPs won mainly on Modi's
name. A blind choice for the
BJP seems to have happened.
Side effects are therefore seen
and felt. We have 116 MPs
(39%) of the saffron party's
winning candidates with
criminal cases. The leader of
them all is the Bhopal MP,
Pragya Singh Thakur who
faces terror charges in the
2008 Malegaon blast case.
Not that elected law makers
from other parties are saints
but the focus here is on the
ruling party which prides it-
self as a party with a differ-
ence. One of the effects Mo-
di's popularity is that his
‘sarkar' has 22 of the 57 minis-
ters (38.60%) with criminal
cases, including 16 ministers
who have serious criminal
cases like terrorism, treason,
arson, murder, rape, robbery,
burglary and communal dis-
harmony. One person who is
in the media glare is Pratap
Sarangi. This man was in-
volved in the murder of
Graham Staines. The Sangh
Parivar has got its way as the
austere man who possesses
only athatched homein white
kurta-pyjama, travelling on a
bicycle was appointed Min-
ister of State. If we have par-

liamentarians and minis-
ters with criminal records
we don't expect them to
enact laws to punish them-
selves and implement poli-
cies detrimental to them-
selves. Maodi did not send
them to Lok Sabha nor did
he make them union min-
isters. You and | did.

One stark deficiency in
Modi's Council of Minis-
tersis talent. Thereis also
an obvious lack of experi-
enceintheteam of 57. The
24 Cabinet Ministers in-
clude only Rajnath Singh
(Defence), Nitin Gadkari
(Road Transport and High-
ways), Nirmala Sitharaman
(Finance), Ram Vilas
Paswan (Consumer Af-
fairs), Ravi Shankar Prasad
(Law and Justice), Prakash
Javdekar(Environment),
Piyush Goyal (Railways)
and Smriti Irani (Women
and Child Development)
as experienced faces. Ab-
sence of an economist
meant that the technical
portfolio of Financewill be
maidenly handled by
Nirmala Sitharaman, who
of course is a Masters in
Economics from JNU. As
there is no one, the impor-
tant HRD minister has to
be an unknown and al-
leged fake degree holder,
Ramesh Pokhriyal who bi-
zarrely claimed in Lok
Sabha that to astrology
science is a dwarf and that
ancient India had knowl-
edge about nuclear tests
and head transplants.

One has to take note of
Amit Shah's elevation as
Home Minister. The Modi-
Shah team in Gujarat is
replicated in the national
capital. With little option,
the hardliner is made
number 2 in the govern-
ment. His stint as the
Home minister of Gujarat
was marked by extra-judi-
cial killings and encoun-
ters. Jammu and Kashmir
and the North East are
concerned since Shah
himself was vocal on
scrapping article 370 and
passing the Citizenship
Amendment Bill (CAB) in
Parliament.

Both the newly consti-
tuted Lok Sabha (43 %
with criminal cases) and
the Modi 2.0 government
(38.60 % with criminal
cases) do not instil confi-
dence. Moreover, many of
the MPs and ministers do
not appear to have been
elected and appointed on
merit. The blame stops at
the voters' doorstep. As
the French say, "Toute
Nation A Le
Gouvernement Qu'elle
Mérite."(We get the gov-
ernment we deserve).

TOTHEEDITOR

NDA ministers
overburdened

Editor,

The recent newly in-
ducted 57 cabinet members
are a combination of experi-
enced and newly elected
members. It was obvious that
one didn't expect any major
reshuffles within the incum-
bents vying for top cabinet
rank portfolios. The appoint-
ment of the experienced dip-
lomat Mr S Jaishankar asMin-
ister for External Affairs
comes at a crucial stage as
India now looks forward to
strengthen and renew diplo-
matic relations and chart out
strategic foreign policy mat-
ters, especialy related to oil
imports sanctions imposed
by Iran amongst other issues
which require a prime focus
now.

Also the creation of the
new Jal Shakti (Water Re-
sources) ministry and alloce-
tion of an experienced minis-
ter to look after the newly
formed Ministry in the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) is a
surprise move. The PMO un-
til now was headed by the
Hon'ble PM and the day to
day affairs was looked after
by the Ministry's senior bu-
reaucrat. With the allocation
of aminister to PMO, it needs
to be seen as to how matters

amongst the various min-
istries will taken care of
through active co-ordina-
tion.

Whileit isgood to know
that the most of incum-
bents have retained their
earlier portfolios it is sur-
prising that many key port-
folios like Civil Aviation,
Women and Child Devel-
opment, Communications,
Law, 1&B etc have been al-
lotted as additional re-
sponsibilities to several
ministers. Some of the port-
folios will now see up to
four ministries being han-
dled by oneincumbent with
an average of two portfo-
lios alotted to every min-
ister.

Thesize of ajumbo cabi-
net may have shrunk by
giving additional portfolios
to one person but it is high
time to follow the principle
of one man one portfolio
aided by Independent/
MoS rank ministers. Such
amove will help in speedy
delivery of day to day serv-
ices of the respective Min-
istries and Departments
and may also help quick
disposal of cases. It may
further help the Ministries
to function in an effective
manner under asinglefunc-
tioning minister with the
support of at least 2 Inde-
pendent/MoS ministers re-
spectively, if reduction of

the size of the cabinet is oth-
erwise is not possible.

Yours €tc.,

Varun SD

Bangalore -72

|SBSNL
folding up?

Editor,

Can we repose our trust
inBSNL now?No, not at all.
It has fallen from grace in
many respects. Perhaps
every six in ten customers
have one way or other been
left in the lurch. With
broadband connectivity
terribly low, the countless
subscribers in several areas
might make up their mind to
say goodbye to this snob-
bish company and shake
hand with JJO Reliance. JIO
is about to kick off its new
GigaFiber with a bang.
Frankly speaking, when JIO
starts to break in with its
rock-n-roll, many things
could happen. Last time JIO
had virtually demolished
the castles of both -- Reli-
ance Communication (be-
longing his own brother -
Anil Ambani) and Aircel.
Almost 95% of the custom-
ers were taken over by JO.

Moreover, when ad-
vanced technology itself
supports the cut-throat
market, no rival company
should lag behind, particu-

larly in keeping their es-
teemed customers happy.
Even minor shortcomings
will then be "blamewor-
thy." What is frustrating
with BSNL is that the cus-
tomer care service is abys-
mal. Customers' grievances
are hardly attended to. |
have my share of bitter ex-
periences which haunt me
and touch a raw nerve
even now.

For over one and half
the broadband network
was erratic for many
months. | filed several
complaints but the problem
was not resolved. Since
the Jio mobile internet
service was very efficient
during that time and it
served all my purposes, |
almost forgot to "follow
up" my complaint with
BSNL. But | remembered
my last complaint only af-
ter about eight months
when the Jio service was
down for about a week. As
I had no other option but
to fall back on BSNL
broadband, | finally took
the case directly to the
Chief General Manager
(CGM).

A great man has a great
personal secretary. My call
was picked up by a very
humble and soft-spoken
secretary of CGM - Ms
Annaple Wanswett. She
patiently listened to my

grievances. After critically
evaluating the case she
consoled me and assured to
restore the service at the
earliest possible. Since the
CGM was out of station Ms
Wanswett sent a troop of
linemen and technicians to
fix my problem the very
same day. No kidding, it
took over twenty days to
restore the service. The
case was not simple. At vari-
ous places, the cables were
almost worn out and had to
be replaced. This only goes
to show how unprofes-
sional BSNL is. | realized
then that until that time |
was just paying my bill
amount for not using the
services to the "optimum" -
though | had opted for the
unlimited high-speed data
plan. Then one BSNL em-
ployee suggested that |
write an application for
waiving the bill. | found it
logical too. | took this ad-
vice and emailed the letter
on August 10, 2018 with a
humble request for waiving
the bill for some months.
Since then | have sent four
reminders and made several
phone calls but have got no
favorable response as yet.

No wonder, there are
several complaints like
mine. Cell phone users are
having a tough time since
the network is highly unsta-
ble. Sometimes it's ridicu-

lous that one has to move
around or rush to the ter-
race for better connectiv-
ity. The callous and
lackadaisical officials
hardly take notice of the
complaints, much less to
resolve them at the earli-
est as happens with pri-
vate service providers.
Clearly BSNL's adminis-
tration is not at all geared
up for the competition.
One wonders, when the
top administrators will re-
alize that inefficiency, in-
competence, and procras-
tination have reduced the
PSU to an old and shabby
unit. Hence instead of at-
tracting new customers, it
is fast losing its old cus-
tomers too.

Can BSNL, rise up
fromits slumber and com-
pete with itsrivals at least
to retain at least its old
customers? These days
people have no patience
for non-performers and
will quickly shift to digit-
aly smart service provid-
ers.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong -2
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Rethink about selling Al,

BSNL and MTNL

Strategic asAts
must bein Indian
hands

By Nantoo Banerjee

The mounting debts of
three of the countries state-
owned enterprises - two in
telecommunications and
one in civil aviation - are a
matter of great concern.
There have been several
plans since 2017 on how to
reduce the government's fi-
nancial liability in these en-
terprises. Two public sec-
tor telecom companies -
BSNL and MTNL - appear
to be in a debt trap. Their
future business prospect
looks rather dim due to lack
of 4G spectrum. They have
few new customers. Many
of the existing customers are
changing to private sector
Vodafone, Reliance Jio and
Airtel. Yet, thefactis: BSNL
and MTNL have the lowest
debt among all telecom op-
erators. BSNL, which has a
debt of Rs 14,000 crore, has
sought 4G spectrum across
India through equity infu-
sion of Rs 7,000 crore. The
total cost of the spectrumwill
be Rs 14,000 crore. Both
firms have asked for a VRS
for employees similar to the
Gujarat model. The VRS
schemefor BSNL and MTNL
will have a respective rev-
enueimpact of Rs6,365 crore

ment, in its second term, does
to tackle the financial prob-
lemof BSNL and MTNL. The
best thing the government
can do is to merge the two
companies and run the out-
fit itself.

The story of Air India,
also a mgjor national strate-
gic asset, iseven more alarm-
ing. The government appears
to be prepared to sell the
country's key domestic and
international operator even
to an Arab buyer. Air Indias
sale to a foreign buyer will
be like the sale of India's
skies. The Congress govern-
ment's policy of privatisation
of the civil aviation sector in
the 1990s did not help create
any major private Indian air-
line. Instead, the then gov-
ernment doggedly fought
against a Tata proposal to re-
enter civil aviation operation
for unknown reasons. The
Tata group was the original
owners of Air-India before it
was nationalised by the
Nehru government In 1953
under the Air Corporations
Act though its founder JRD
Tata was alowed to continue
as a non-executive chairman
till 1977. The government's
civil aviation policy brought

“ It is also the country's only telecom
company to have an integrated process
between fixed and mobile telephone
services and the Internet.”

and Rs 2,120 crore.

Historically, BSNL, once
part of the government's
telecom department, carries
a large strength of employ-
ees. It is also the country's
only telecom company to
have an integrated process
between fixed and mobile
telephone services and the
Internet. What the govern-
ment does with BSNL and
MTNL, finaly, is the own-
er'schoice. But, few will disa-
gree that any move to sell
Indias strategic telecom as-
set to foreign operators will
not be without major secu-
rity implications to the na-
tion. No major country inthe
world is known to have sur-
rendered its strategic tel-
ecommunications network
to foreign players.

Leading telecom compa-
niesintheworld areheld and
controlled by either the gov-
ernment or local players.
They include China Mobile,
the world's largest with 925
million customers and mar-
ket value of $217 billion,
Verizon Communications
Inc. and AT&T of the US,
Vodafone Group Plc of the
UK, Nippon Telegraph &
Telephone Corp. and
Softbank Group of Japan,
Deutsche Telekom AG, and
Telefonica SA of Spain.
Strictly speaking, of the
country's three private sec-
tor telecom companies only
Reliance Jio is Indian. Not
long ago, the people of Italy,
a prominent member of Eu-
ropean Union and G-7,
fought staunchly to prevent
an almost certain takeover of
its heavily debt-burdened
Telecom Italiaby Germany's
Deutsche Telecom. Olivetti
SpA., a former typewriter
maker, came to the rescue of
the Italian telecom company
in a David-versus-Goliath
struggle.

The takeover trans-
formed itself into Italy's No.
2 telephone company.
Olivetti lured enough
Telecom ltalia shareholders
with a$65 billion package of
cash and securities to gain
at least 51 percent of
Telecom lItalia's stock. The
victory wrecked Telecom
Italia's hastily arranged mar-
riage proposal to Deutsche
Telekom, Germany's biggest
phone company. Despite the
EU association, Italy would
not surrender its telecom
outfit to a German bidder.
Now, it is to be seen what
the Narendra Modi govern-

mostly fictitious NRI inves-
torsto make quick bucksfrom
India's fast growing civil
aviation market.

Barring the case of In-
digo, currently the country's
No. 1 airline, most NRI inves-
tors collapsed and dumped
their airlines, but not before
inflicting heavy debt bur-
dens on India's public sec-
tor banks and local
stakeholders. The latest col-
lapse of Jet Airways has sent
the country's civil aviation
business almost topsy turvy.
Should Air India go to such
a foreign buyer, who
chooses to dump the airline,
India's civil aviation sector
may collapse leading to a
major security implication.
The foreign buyer can trans-
fer its stake to anyone
abroad, which may have in-
direct link with an unfriendly
neighbour. What will India
do then?

Airlines business has its
ups and downs. And, as in
the case of BSNL, Air India
is aso not the world's most
debt-trapped airline. Only
last year, Norwegian Airline
faced an "unsustainable
level of debt.” Thisis despite
the fact that Norwegian be-
came the largest non-US air-
line on transatlantic routes in
the New York market. By car-
rying 1.67 million passengers,
it surpassed British Airways,
Emirates, Lufthansa, Air
France and many others in
the populous market. Few
countries have dumped their
domestic or national carriers
on account of debt burden
to benefit foreign operators.

Like Air India, American
Airlines resorted to heavy
borrowing to upgrade its
fleet. This strategy caused
Americans' debt burden to
balloon to $16.8 hillion. The
vast majority of that spend-
ing went toward new planes.
However, America is not on
sale. The most amazing re-
covery story is that of Indo-
nesian airline Garuda, which
suffered a loss of $64.2 hil-
lionin2017. OnApril 1,2018
Garuda's financial report to
the Indonesia Stock Ex-
change (IDX) showed a net
profit of US $ 809,846. This
is to suggest that the Modi
government must have pa-
tience with the current Air
Indiamanagement for the air-
line's recovery instead of
rushing to find a foreign
buyer for the country's stra-
tegic asset. (IPA Service)
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Life is something that happens when you
can't get to sleep.

--- Fran Lebowitz
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World Environment Day: Cut
the Symbolism
JUNE 5, has been observed as World Environment
Day (WED) since 1972. This is the 47th year of its
observance. Has anything changed? Far from it!
Instead the world is heading for a climate catastrophe
because of our pursuit of unsustainable development

paradigms. The thirst for fossil fuels to meet the growing

need for propelling vehicles, railways and for aviation
purposes has pushed governments to bring down the

strict norms for extracting them. Last year the theme
for (WED) was 'Beat plastic pollution,' and India was
the host country for this slogan. Alas! The theme had
no impact in the host country. While many states have

already banned plastics (carry bags and wrappers),
Meghalaya remains nonchalant on this issue. This

despite the fact that rivers, streams and drains are
littered with plastic and with the potential for generating
methane gas when clogged in drains for a long time.

Plastics will be the disaster that Meghalaya is waiting

to see happen. Yet it is ironic that neither government
nor society, nor school children have given a call to

end the use of plastics in the state. This would have

been one effective movement to reduce pollution and
toxins that leach especially in the cheap black coloured

plastics bags that are used to carry food substances
like meat, fish and vegetables.
India should have been the country to lead the

world in ending the use of disposable plastics but that
isafar cry. It only goes to show how WED is observed
merely as a symbolic gesture. This year the theme is,
'Air Pollution, and the host country for this observance
is China. In Meghalaya, we have seen advertisements
on social media about how one million trees will be
planted on WED. This only has the potential to shock
and awe and will go into the government's records.
Yet again it will be a symbolic gesture unless the name

of every person who is given a sapling to plant is listed
out and he/she is given the responsibility to tend to the
sapling until it grows to its full potential. While the

initiative to involve the communities is commendable

but aone-off engagement is not enough. The community
must feel a sense of responsibility to tend to the saplings

regularly and to protect them from grazing animals.
The Dorbar Shnong should guard against forest fires
and ensure that deviants who indulge in such pernicious

activities are heavily penalized. One ray of hope is the

creation of the Green Volunteers Conclave by some
well meaning individuals. They have been cleaning

rivers and other commonly polluted areas in their

respective localities. This group of nature volunteers
should be given recognition and encouragement.

Meghalaya’s endangered
water resources

As in other parts of the
world, the thirst for water is
likely to become one of the
most pressing issues in
Meghalaya in the coming
decades as water
consumption will continue
to grow rapidly with more
demand for agricultural,
industrial and domestic
uses. Presently, a
significant percentage of
the State population is
already experiencing "water
stress."

Water is a finite resource
and vulnerable to loss and
depletion though it is also
renewable. It is not always
available perennially and is
also not available
everywhere. While
Meghalaya is endowed
with high intensity and
long duration rainfall and
with plenty of natural water
resources, however, there is
no major improvement in
the way water is protected,
conserved, allocated and
used. Moreover, many
water resources are already
adversely affected by
detrimental human
interferences.
Consequently, the
protection, efficient
utilization and proper
management of water
resources are the core issue
in the State and not so
much of water availability.

The quantity and
quality of water resources
in the State depends much
on how the catchments of
these resources are treated.
However, the catchments
of many river and streams
in the state are deteriorating
due to deforestation, faulty
and intensive agriculture,
mining and quarrying.
These further deteriorate
the water resources
thereby affecting their
beneficial natural role and
have also caused siltation
of  important  water
reservoirs which affect
their life span. The Umiam
reservoir, which is the major
source of power supply in
Meghalaya, the reservoir of
the Greater Shillong Water
Supply Scheme (GSWSS)
and many water reservoirs
meant for drinking and
irrigation purpose  are
already affected by high
siltation rate and by
progressive
contamination. Apparently,
there is not much focus for
the upkeep and protection
of the natural watersheds
and catchments to assure
safe and sustained water
supplies  though huge
financial expenditures
have been incurred for
building expensive dams

By K L Tariang

for impounding water, for
filtration plants and for
distribution works .On the
other hand , proper
catchments protection will
not only assure bountiful
supply of pure water but
also enhance recreation,
wildlife and  other
ecological benefits .

It may not be possible
always to have an
integrated approach for the
protection of many
catchments or to use the
land within according to its
capability due to the
complex land tenure
system especially in the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills
Districts. Nevertheless, it
may be necessary to
declare certain areas within
important catchments as
"Critical Areas" and
Government may take
steps to own such areas
and bring them under
protective measures. This
will certainly pay dividends
in the long run. The
streams from within the
Laitkor Protected Forests
are the sources of drinking
water to many Shillong
localities nearby till date
because of the
farsightedness to bring the
areas around the sources
of these streams under
government protection
and converting them into
forest land during the
British rule.

Some rivers with their
tributaries in the State are
affected by settlements
which extended up to their
banks. Due to poor waste
treatment facilities,
pollutants  from the
settlements find their way
into these rivers which are
also used as dumping
grounds. These rivers,
which are supposed to be
lifelines and could be
sources of water for
drinking and domestic
uses and even for
irrigation, are  now
deadweights instead.
There have been voluntary
initiatives to clean the
rivers and other water
bodies around settlements
albeit lately though
without the continued
desirable impact. Schemes
and projects for
reclamation of the much
affected Umkhrah River
which is well within the
state capital itself have
been brought forward
though hurdles for their
implementation would be
tremendous if feasible at all.
Evacuating well dug in

settlers from its banks could
be problematic too. Lessons
are only to be learnt from
this river to ensure that such
settlements do not appear
along the banks of many of
the yet unaffected rivers
without proper perspective
plans and affirmative
actions for lessening the
undesirable effects.

The adverse impact of
coal mining on the water
resources is greatly evident
in the coal mining areas in
the state and downstream.
Mining is unscientific and
careless and the highly
toxic water runoff(acid mine
drainage) from the mining
areas and coal storage
dumps finds its way into the
rivers and streams thereby
destroying all forms of
aquatic life while
contaminating these waters
as well as rendering them
unfit for all forms of human
uses. The present
Meghalaya Government
proposes to regulate coal
mining to address
environmental issues with
particular reference to the
protection of the water
resources. The move is
appreciated but how
effective is the monitoring
process and how resolute
will the authorities be in
penalizing the defaulters is
another question
altogether. Alternatively it
would be worthwhile to
annually divert some
percentage of the sizable
revenue coal mining brings
to the state towards the
establishment of well
planned protective or
preventive measures in the
coal belt areas to safeguard
the water resources as
regulations alone may not
be effective.

The deterioration of
many of our water
resources and the threat to
others  would require
direction , innovation and
strategies for harnessing
action for the reclamation
of these resources and to
contain the threat. For a
start , a comprehensive
survey of the water
resources available in the
State  is a must for
identification, quantitative
assessment of the
availability and potential of
these water resources and
of the damage that have
been inflicted on them. The
respective State
government departments
which deal with water
related activities have their
own respective tasks cut

out and their  functions
are limited to such tasks
only. However, by virtue of
its name, the State Water
Resources Department
perhaps would be better
defined not only to carry
out the comprehensive
survey but to play a pivotal
role in the whole gamut of
water resources protection
and conservation
initiatives and efforts much
more than its present role
in the implementation of
irrigation projects. Public
awareness and
encouraging people's
participation are however
pre-requisites for
successful results.

Though  Meghalaya
receives very high rainfall
annually, yet many areas in
the state face acute
shortage of water during the
dry seasons. It is necessary
therefore to encourage
water  harvesting by
capturing rainfall runoff
from rooftops, from local
catchments and from
seasonal floodwaters from
local streams. Community-
based water harvesting
through micro level storage
structures not only provide
solution to curb various ills
in resource-degraded
regions but also brings
about cohesiveness in the
society for focusing on
issues that go far beyond
water.

The conventional
notion where water is
regarded as a free
commodity to be
squandered at will needs to
change. It will be necessary,
therefore, to motivate
people and make endeavors
to effect a mind-shift
towards proper utilization
and conservation of water.
For this, there is a need for
social mobilization and an
enabling environment for
water management. This
would also mean
decentralization with more
community empowerment
where local institutions
have a vital role to bring this
up.
The water resources of
Meghalaya deserve
attention. Hydrological and
natural advantage on one
hand and insufficiency,
unavailability and
deterioration of water on
the other for lack of proper
attention should not co-
exist. Conversely, the
social, economical and
environmental health of
Meghalaya will also
depend much on the
protection, efficient
utilization and proper
management of this vital
natural resource.

TOTHE EDITOR

Where is the
MLA?

Editor,

A cemented covering slab
on the footpath at
Rynjah,,opposite to BSNL
colony, poses a big threat to
the lives of pedestrians as it
is lying in a broken condition
for the past few weeks.
Somehow, someone has
done a yeoman service by
placing a bamboo network to
alert pedestrians not to use
this part of the footpath
which might become fatal.

Now, the question is,
where are those who, only a
few months back shouted at
the top of their voices for
development of their
constituency? Why are they
not taking notice of this
hazard? Is it because it needs
repairs that could not be
attended to because of fund
constraints? Or is the work
too small that it can be left
unattended?

I hope that this will alert
the public representative to
carry out his public duties.

Yours etc...,
R.Giri
Nongrah

English as the

link language

Editor,

It is indeed heartening to
learn that the Centre had on

Monday dropped the
contentious provision of
compulsory teaching of
Hindi in non-Hindi speaking
states after the three-
language proposal sparked
outrage, mainly in Tamil
Nadu. Tamil Nadu was in
the forefront of opposing
the proposal in the 484-
page draft National
Education Policy (NEP) to
make Hindi a mandatory
third language to be taught
in schools across the
country. Non-Hindi
speaking states often felt
that the Centre's move to
thrust the Hindi language
on them is against the spirit
of federalism, and further it
would be like forcing a
particular type of food on a
person who does not like it.

Perhaps in the entire
world, Indian students are
forced to learn as many as
three languages, which is
overburdening them. In my
earnest estimation, this
practice can be done away
with and what is to be done
instead is to make English
mandatory. The government
must promote it from the
primary level. As English is
the lingua franca of the
world, every Indian must
learn it especially from
childhood so that he can
communicate fluently
within and outside India.
Most of the African
countries have  two
languages native as well as

English. As everyone,
irrespective of being rich or
poor knows it, there is no
problem of communication.
Furthermore, to Africa's
ecstasy, an exclusive
African English language
was born to offer
something to the English
speaking world as well.

Admittedly, Hindi is a
language spoken mainly in
the heartland of India. If a
non-Hindi speaking man
wants to learn it out of his
love for the language let
him learn it. Every
language has its own
beauty in terms of its
relevance and appeal, but
certain languages have
even more beauty inherent
in them. English is one
such. Moreover, it is a
language spoken
everywhere in the world.
Why do we then labour
and toil to learn more
languages to speak one
inside India and another
one for the world?

As India is like a
continent having different
religions and languages, a
unifying language is the
sine-qua-non for our
country and if that is being
fulfilled by English, then
we had better go for it. It
would be more satisfying
for the majority of Indians.

Yours etc.,
TK Nandanan,
Kocki -15

Preparing for
the Big One

Editor,

After the month long
hype of jingoism and
nationalism which is
unprecedented and the
Balakot strike which many,
relying on satellite imagery
of World View-2 taken a day
after, see as the Balakot that
never was, and after a long
spell of ugly load shedding
our youth can run their
machines in full swing. We
can now watch with a
vengeance the India vs
Pakistan cricket match
(both teams involved in
the Pulwama incident)and
with the assurance that the
dreaded CAB will not be
implemented now, it is high
time that we now prepare
for an earthquake. The
elections that stretched
endlessly had robbed us
of our focus on
earthquakes but even then
it is never too late. It is not
wise to rely on foreign
media as far as the 1897
quake is concerned. We are
extremely lucky that tales
of any kind were passed
from one generation to the
other with no missing text.
The story of our Khasi
survivors in the great
flood; of swallowing the
book of knowledge is true.
The flourishing of herbals
treatment, the herbs for

burns, and most
wonderfully the orthopedic
treatment using herbs are
standing testimony of the
memorizing capability of our
people. The tale of 1897
passed on by our
grandparents about the
quake and  people's
response is very
encouraging. Cottages of
masonry were flattened to
the ground. Expert masons,
who were few in number
could no longer cope with
the rebuilding work.
Farmers with expertise in
ploughing with the hoe
emerged in large numbers to
hold the hammer - a new tool
for them to help meet urgent
needs. Till today any mason
who could not make a wall
orthogonally with tilting left,
right, north and south is
coined a quake mason (in
Khasi they are called 'misteri
khynniuh jumai).

With Meghalaya listed at
Seismic Zone 5 and in the
light of 1897 we have some
points to ponder. The
scenario of 1897 was that of
a hamlet of cottages distant
from one another. There
were no hospitals or
dispensaries. Malaria was
seen as a divine punishment
to make people shift their
hamlets elsewhere. Schools
would have few cowherds
and shepherds who would
run to the grazing fields
when the bell rang. Pebbles
drawn from rivulets were

their chalk and the ground
was their slate. Dams most
vulnerable to quake were
yet to be built since
Michael Faraday was yet to
invent the Laws of
Magnetic Induction. There
were no mines to be badly
raked and no high rise
buildings since cement was
yet to be discovered. Even
the arch bridge at Sohbar
built by David Scott (as
seen on TV by Ian
Lyngdoh),was made of lime
and sand and it remains till
date.

Today with Shillong in
the mess we are in at
present, an earthquake
would be cataclysmic. But
we can minimize the
casualty. For instance
removing the boulders on
our rooftops and using
nails to fix them and being
prepares with a torch at
home, checking the expiry
date of fire extinguishers
and making sure someone
knows how to use it, doing
away (except metal box)
with kit-kats, using
Miniature Circuit Breakers
(MCB)in our electrical
distribution system and for
those in government
prepare for a good number
of walkie-talkies as towers
may get tilted. Finally, let
everyone not panic.

Yours etc.,
M. Khyriem,
Via-email

World Environment
Day & Green
Economy

By Naba Bhattacharjee

World Environment Day
was established by the UN
General Assembly in 1972 to
mark the opening of the
Stockholm Conference on
the Human Environment.
The day is one of the
principal avenue through
which the United Nations
stimulates worldwide
awareness on environment
and enhances  global
political attention and
action. The approach is to
provide human face to
environmental issues by
empowering people to
become active agents of
sustainable and equitable
development and develop a
synergy among nations to
foster awareness & political
attention on environment.

World Environment Day
2019 theme is on "Air
Pollution". We can't stop
breathing, but we can do
something about the quality
of air that we breathe. The
day shall be celebrated and
observed with a slew of
activities including specific
pledge and promise for
maintaining pollution free
pristine environment. So are
all these celebration &
observance once a year,
sufficient to educe any
tangible result to breathe
new life into our endangered
environment? A definite no,
if all such exercise is not
backed by practical action
on a sustained basis aimed
at healing the ailing

gaining momentum. It has
acquired the potential to
culminate into serious
ecological aftermath.

In order to undertake
measures aimed at
ameliorating the ongoing
process of environment
degradation, concept of
green economy has to be
adopted on priority to
ensure a  structured
approach. Green Economy
is basically aimed at
attaining an economic
environment that achieves
low carbon emissions,
resource efficiency and at
the same time is socially
inclusive. The UNEP-led
programme, provides a

comprehensive and
practical working
mechanism, through

analysis and policy support
for investing in green
sectors and in greening
environmental unfriendly
sectors. The model also
speaks of involvement and
influence on individuals.
Green finance, or
investments that contribute
towards a sustainable, low-
carbon and climate-resilient
economy, has been
deduced by experts as a
way to drive carbon
reduction strategies and
achieve sustainable
development goals.
Simply put, green finance
covers the financing of
investments that generate
environmental benefits as

The threat of climate change and
global warming, fuelled by relentless
commercialization and excessive
consumption, has turned into a

fighting
policymakers

ground
and

for both
concerned

citizens. The coming decade is set
to determine not only a collective
response to reducing carbon
emissions, but the entire future

direction for

international

development and the global justice
movement. OQur state, with rest of
the world is on the threshold of a
perceptible variation in climatic

conditions.

environment. All the pledge
and promise for maintaining
pollution free pristine
environment is usually
forgotten earlier than it took
to read out. The realization
has to be spontaneous and
start as a grass root initiative,
commencing at our individual
homes.

The initiative of
Meghalaya government to
plant one million saplings/
seedlings during WED this
year, conceived and driven
by the green & environment
benign Chief Minister,
Conrad Sangma, is definitely
laudable. The baton of
subsequent responsibility
passes on to concerned
department, mission and
primarily all citizens to
ensure survival and onward
sustenance of each plant.
This is one of the few
tangible interventions
towards genuine healing
touch. Will it be too
farfetched to delegate each
citizen by name to adopt one
plant for next three years?

The threat of climate
change and global warming,
fuelled by relentless
commercialization and
excessive consumption, has
turned into a fighting ground
for both policymakers and
concerned citizens. The
coming decade is set to
determine not only a
collective response to
reducing carbon emissions,
but the entire future direction
for international
development and the global
justice movement. Our state,
with rest of the world is on
the  threshold of a
perceptible variation in
climatic conditions. In fact
people are actually
experiencing the alteration
which is slowly but surely

part of the broader strategy
to achieve inclusive,
resilient and sustainable
development. One of the
key insights from the G20's
work on green finance on
2016 was that governments
need to be clearer about the
policy signals they send to
financiers about their plans
for climate action and
sustainable development.

The transition to a Green
Economy requires long-
term investment and
sustained financing. Public
budgets have traditionally
been an important source of
green infrastructure
financing. In India neither
the Union nor state annual
budget provides for
specific allocation against
this important sector. But
given the strains on public
finances, large-scale
private investment will be
needed for the transition
towards a green economy.
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) and
Environment Social
Responsibility(ESR) have a
key role to play in
strengthening state policy
frameworks to catalyse and
mobilise private finance and
investment in support of
green growth. It is
necessary to better align
and reform policies across
the regulatory spectrum to
overcome barriers to green
investment, and to provide
an enabling environment
that can attract both
domestic and international
investment. Understanding
that  Agriculture and
Tourism forms a strong
basis of the economy of
Meghalaya, it would be
more fruitful to tap the
prospect of implementing
the Green Economy in these
two sectors.
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“ Sooner or later, we will have to
recognise that the Earth has rights, too, to
live without pollution. What mankind must

know is that human beings cannot live
without Mother Earth, but the planet can
live without humans.”

—EvoMorales
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BJP'snext bigtest
WHILE thelast wordisnot heard yet from Rahul
Gandhi whomostly remainedindoorsfor over aweek
now, several Modi-baiters have stopped in their

tracks, albeit temporarily. Also, thelikesof Mamata

Banerjeeand Sitaram Yechury who tried to harvest
theanti-Modi sentimentsand trandatethisintoanew
power equationin Delhi havefound thereverse hap-
peningintheLSPolls2019. Thegroundswell of sup-
port for Modi was unprecedented. Peopleclearly
preferred asecond termfor him. Thishowever does
not mean the people have given their stamp of ap-
proval for the BJP in states too. The game at the
assembly hustings there, like in Maharashtra,
Jharkhand, Delhi and Haryanain theimmediatefu-

turewill beworth awatch.

Arvind Kgriwal, till nursingthewoundshe suf-
feredintheL Spolls, ismakingaclever bidtoretain
power even in theface of amassive BJP sweepin
the parliamentary polls- where, he says, thefight
was principally between Modi and Rahul Gandhi.
Theoffer of freetravel facility towomen acrossthe
board in both Delhi M etro and road transport buses
intherun-up to the January-February assembly polls
in Delhi might involveahefty financid liability tothe
state government, but hisAAPmight likely regpthe
benefits by way of women's support. AAP'svote
shareintheLSpollswasjust 18 per cent, and the
BJPwon al seatshy hefty margins. Out of the seven
seats, AAPwasrunnersup inonly two. Doleswill
now betheonly way forward for Kgriwal toremain

afloat.

InMaharashtra, it will beworthwatching how the
scenario buildsup. Learning alessonfromtheL S
polls, the Congress party will have atie-up with
Marathastrongman Sharad Pawar. The BJP, though
it hasalarger clout inthe state, has offered the Shiv
Senahdlf theassembly congtituencies, meaning the
dliancehasavoided any squabblesfor now. Together,
they won just five LS seats- four by NCP and one
by thegrand old party. Yet, Pawar istill capable of
leading abig fight at the assembly segmentslevel.

How the scenario builds up in the coming few
monthswill be crucial for both the BJP and the Op-
position parties. People's mood is unpredictable.
Haryanaand Jharkhand stood by the BJPinLSpoalls,
but there could be an anti-incumbency mood by the
timetheassembly pollsarrive.

Modi’'s ‘new normal’

Yes| can and will

The old order hasyielded
to the 'new normal’. A power
paradigm of baggage-free
governance, growth and
development. With both
Swargj and Jaitley bowing
out of Government on
health grounds, lateral en-
try of career diplomat and
ex Foreign Secretary
Jaishankar and axing of 40%
2014 Ministers Modi has set
the tone and tenor and style
of functioning and sent a
powerful statement of
change and evolution. Of
national ambition and rural
aspirations, the new
NARA.

Of course, there are
greater expectations than
2014.To fulfil his vote of
faith, NaMo will need to
reach out and tap the best
resources, enlarge his
catchment area to defend
the interests of the Indian
State, advance goals of
growth, development, na-
tional security and stability.

Clearly, the Prime Minis-
ter who values specialised
skill, knowledge and hard
work has brought in fresh
talent on his terms, re-
warded performance and
sought to achieve the right
political balance without
compromising on key target
areas with representation
from all States in his 58-
strong Ministerial Council
which is a combination of
political gladiators who
have recently proved their
mettle in battle, expertise,
experience and committed to
his cause and will help BJP
expand its base.

The five takeaways from
Election 2019: One, we have
entered the 'Fourth Party
System' or Progressive Era
(domination of the Republi-
can Party from 1890-1920in
US which saw political re-
form, ended political corrup-
tion and widespread social
activism) in Indian electoral
politics whereby the post-
1989 eraof political fragmen-
tation has ended as 2019
reconfirms the trends we
saw in 2014. The BJP has
replaced the Congress as
the central pillar around
which politics revolves, a
ruthless machine with an
aggressive take-no-prison-
ers style of politicking in a
permanent political cam-
paign mode.

Two, a new dynamic has
been set in motion with the
induction of BJP President
Amit Shah from the
backroom to political cen-
tre-stage. The Home Minis-
try is raw power --- some-
thing Shah has been enjoy-
ing since he and Modi
formed aformidableforcein
Gujarat since 2002. Ques-
tionably, what will be the
power dynamics between
him and the Prime Minister
vis-a-vis centralisation and
concentration of power?
What will it do to the lines

By Poonam | Kaushish

of accountability that run
between Government and
the people?

Indiabadly needs admin-
istrative reforms, namely
drastic makeover of bu-
reaucracy, police and rule of
law functions. As things
stands, the Indian State
lacks Igbal resulting in a
free-for-all and rule by law.
Another vexatious issue is
strife torn Kashmir where
terror rules the roost de-
spite many militants being
eliminated. Elections will
need to be held soon to re-
store normalcy. Alongside
all eyes are on whether the
BJP Government will fulfil
its poll promise with regard
to Articles 370 and 35(A).

Three, the Prime Minis-

become the default mode of
Indian politics and society?
India's rightward shift is
clearly part of the Saffron
Sangh's wider trend where
the nature of nationalism is
being redefined and cultural
identity is being given re-
newed emphasis.

However as Hindutva
might not be palatable to all
Indians given that the coun-
try thrives on social, ethnic
and linguistic diversity with
democracy being the glue,
Modi adroitly used muscular
nationalism by asserting In-
dia comes first followed by
being anationalist or a Hindu.
This nationalism was in full
display post Pulwama and
Balakot retribution and vot-
ers fell for it by voting him

“ India badly needs administra-
tive reforms, namely drastic
makeover of bureaucracy, po-
lice and rule of law functions.
As things stands, the Indian
Sate lacks Igbal resulting in a
free-for-all and rule by law.

Another vexatious issue is strife

torn Kashmir where terror rules

the roost despite many militants

being eliminated.”

ter will have wide latitude
to reshape relations be-
tween his Party's politics
and Hindutva moorings as
elucidated in its manifesto.
Some analysts wonder
whether NaMo's India
would inch towards a more
"ethnic democracy", which
requires the mobilisation of
the majority in order to pre-
serve the ethnic nation. To-
wards that end will it repli-
cate the contentious Na-
tional Register of Citizens
outside of Assam, pass the
Citizenship Amendment Bill
or implement its project of
rewriting textbooks etc in
the second term as desired
by the larger Sangh Parivar,
only Modi can answer.

Politically, there are sev-
era strands of nationalism
operating in India at the
moment. The first is
Hindutva or a majoritarian
stance on how Indian soci-
ety should be governed in
the future. The second is a
more abstract nationalism
that emphasises India's
sovereign territory, patriot-
ism, and loyalty above all.
The third is a muscular, out-
wardly-focused nationalism
which centers on India's
role abroad.

Will Hindu nationalism

back.

Four, growth and develop-
ment. Modi cannot afford to
get off to aslow start and has
hit the ground running. In his
first Cabinet meeting he ex-
tended the Rs 6000 PM-
KISAN scheme to al farmers
across the country and en-
hanced scholarships for
wards of police personnel
martyred in terror or Maoist
attacks under the National
Defence Fund including PM's
Scholarship Scheme.

His first challenge is a
course correction of the
economy. Be it job creation,
inflation or farmers distress.
So far NDA1 adopted a cau-
tious approach as it did not
enjoy a majority in the Rajya
Sabha, with the status quo
remaining the same one has
to wait and watch how Modi
proceeds. Undoubtedly he
will continue his pro-business
agenda, but the real question
iswhether it will be pro-busi-
ness or pro-market?

Besides, thenext fiveyears
need to be spent addressing
very basic problems. Roti,
paani,kapada, makaan, sadak
aur naukri. In his first term
Modi ably used Government
resources to provide basic
amenities, toilets, electricity
connections, gas cylinders

and direct money trans-
fers. Today, he needs to
give more impetus to see
these projects through.

Recently a Harvard
economist asked why, de-
spite the complete ab-
sence of democracy, China
does well economically
while India, with its all its
democratic credentials,
has done so poorly. He
seemed to be echoing
Nobel Laureate Gunnar
Myrdal's words who had
called India a 'soft' State
and attributed the differ-
ence to a strong Chinese
State alongside a weak In-
dian State. The Dragon
country has been a rising
power since the seventies
due to its discipline, hard
work and no-nonsense
approach, while our nation
is no match in any of the
above.

Five, the composition
of the new Cabinet shows
that Modi has not only
ensured a regional bal-
ance, with a focus on
states where BJP did well
in the polls but also in-
tends continuing the win-
ning spree by inducting
Ministers. In UP where the
Party won 62 seats, the
State is represented by
eight ministers apart from
the Prime Minister while
three States
Maharashtra, Haryana and
Jharkhand which are
scheduled to go to the
polls later this year have
got 11 ministerial berths.

Pertinently, the six
month honeymoon of
Modi's new term will be
closely watched for how
he tries to balance the con-
fidence of his largely
Hindu base, some of
whom want to further
nudge India into a more
Hindu state, with the fears
of India's minority groups,
even as he reached out to
them by espousing sabka
vishwas. And the want-in-
stant-result Gen X which
want jobs and a better
quality of life.

Undeniably, Modi's
task is not enviable. The
burden on him is enor-
mous given our fickle and
unforgiving voters. Much
isexpected of him. Will this
ordinary-chaiwallah-
turned extraordinary Prime
Minister be able to rise
from being a good leader
to a statesman? Redefine
politics and deliver? His
track record shows that he
can and will.

In sum by the term
Modi's term ends in 2024,
a quarter of the 21st cen-
tury will already have gone
by. The electorate has pre-
sented him a historic op-
portunity. Will he make In-
dia a Ram Rajya? Come
out smelling of roses?
Timewill tell. ----- INFA

TO THE EDITOR

Ward'sLake
extravaganza

Editor,

Wards Lake is famous as
a tourist destination since
there is no other tourist spot
within the town that is well
maintained, and appreci-
ated. The latest attraction is
the light and sound show,
which is the initiative of the
Government. But the fact re-
mains that Wards Lake is
too small to accommodate
al the visitors at once dur-
ing the light and sound
show. This instead poses a
threat to the people be-
cause of the narrow path
along the lane which iswith-
out fencing. The lake bridge
is also posing great danger
to the lives of the visitors
since the bridge is an old
structure which can no
longer support the weight
of all thevisitors at onetime
during the show. It is expe-
dient to first locate another
spot for the light and sound
show which will be conven-
ient and safe for the visitors
as is experienced in the
Brindavan Gardens in

Mysore, Karnataka.
Yours etc.,
Pynshai M. Syiem,
Viaemail

When doctors
turn
mer cenaries

Editor,

Private doctors are mak-
ing a business out of their
medical practice. Thiswhen
medicine is supposed to be
a noble profession! On a
daily basis poor patients
have to shell out Rs 400 for
examination, followed by
amounts ranging from Rs
2000 and above for medi-
cines. Then they send the
patients for further tests in
their desired lab which will
cost aminimum of Rs4000.
At the time of showing the
report the patients again
has to pay Rs 400 plus
medicine charges. That's
only the first installment.
The case is repeated with
each subsequent visit. This
is actually a case of ram-
pant corruption. The nexus
between doctors and phar-
macy owners and diagnos-
tic centres is a symbiotic
one because it is mutually
beneficial. Usually doctors
prescribe medicines from
certain companies and in
turn are compensated with
foreign trips and other
gifts. Hence they will rec-
ommend only drugs of cer-
tain companies and not ge-
neric drugs.The Govern-

ment of Meghalaya should

come up with patient-

friendly facilities along with

generic medicines and also

ensure that hospitals have
doctors round the clock.

Yours etc...

RK Sarki,

Viaemail

|AF’smissing
aircraft

Editor,

This has reference to me-
dia reports that massive
search operations are still
going on to trace the AN-32
transport plane of the Indian
Air Force which went miss-
ing near the thickly forested
Mechuka in Arunachal
Pradesh. Many well-
equipped aircrafts including
C-130J, AN-32 and Indian
Navy's long-range maritime
reconnaissance aircraft P81
were deployed besides Mi-
17 and ALH helicopters of
the Army to locate the miss-
ing plane.

It may be recalled that the
Russian-origin transport air-
craft with 13 people on board
went missing on Monday
afternoon around 33 min-
utes after taking off from
Jorhat in Assam for
Mechuka near the border
with China. It is very shock-
ing that the aircraft with 13
people on board went miss-

ing with no trace at all.
What is even more shock-
ing isthat the Army has not
been able to make sense as
to how the plane had gone
missing. What compounds
the fear of everyone is that
the plane went missing
near the border with China
and that the rescuers never
received any signal from
the emergency locator bea-
con in the missing plane.
What happened to the
air craft isstill amystery. Is
it an attempt of sabotage
by some unscrupulous el-
ements? Or is it a case of
inadvertent shooting down
by China? The government
should expedite steps to
trace it at the earliest and
bring relief and consolation
to the families who have
been waiting inordinately
from Monday.
Yours etc.,
TK Nandanan,
Viaemail

Why the
unwarranted
anger?

Editor,

If aleader loses his cool
at the drop of a hat then he
is not a real leader. Anger
and leadership scarcely go
together. The recent
number of video clippings

that went viral have further
dented the credibility of Ben-
ga Chief Minister, Mamata
Banerjee. It all looks like a
comical dramaof fury --- ob-
viously unbecoming of any
leader. What is strange is
that a phrase dedicated to
God could bring out a load
of nasty abuses!

The Benga CM immedi-
ately stopped her car and got
down to scold the people
around who chanted "Jai
Shri Ram". She went further
and got them arrested. One
wonders how sane citizens
of India look at this. Would
the Bengal CM do the same
with people of other faiths?
Much can be said about this
in Mamata's Bengal whichis
an epitome of "discrimina-
tion and injustice”. While it
is not proper to provoke
anyone but why on earth
does the Bengal CM get so
easily provoked when she
herself has "provoked" the
majority of the population in
the state?

The natives of Bengal
have done this out of sheer
frustration - which is their
way of expressing their
pent-up anger towards their
maverick CM. The present
Lok Sabha election results
have emboldened people to
speak up. Needless to say,
Didi's hands are stained with
the blood. Her government
witnessed a number of vio-

lent massacres. She is re-
sponsible for ruining
countless households.
She is also responsible for
breaking the hearts of in-
numerable women who
have become widows, and
their children orphans.
The ground realities and
the condition of those be-
reaved families is pathetic
with practically no one to
support them.

On the other hand, why
does this sacred Hindu
phrase of a holy name set
off anger in someone? Be-
ing the head of a state and
showing direct contempt
for a particular faith only
has sent out the wrong
message. It's totally un-
warranted and unconstitu-
tional. Why are the custo-
dians of the Constitution
silent and not taking step?
Is this not an acceptance
of the brutish "might is
right" aphorism of olden
days? How much blood-
shed and terror will
Mamata indulge in before
the Centre takes decisive
action? No CM can take
the natives and their cul-
ture hostage and arro-
gantly live off the coun-
try's resources.

Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Shillong -2

Educationa System
- Process needs
radica reinvention

By Ananya S Guha

Can we think of a com-
posite system of education
instead of fragmenting it?
This will radicalise educa-
tional systems. It istrue that
school provides basic edu-
cation. But is it an absolute
necessity that one must
compulsively pursue what
is called higher education?
In other words, a degree
must preclude employment
opportunities! What if we
lay a solid foundation till
the K 12 level integrating
education with basic foun-
dations of language, sci-
ence, social sciences with
core competences in skills
such as verbal and written,
aesthetics such as media
and films and also techni-
cal vocational education
such as design, crafts and
say the more rudimentary
but necessary in the unor-
ganised sectors, such as
repairing of equipments to
cite an example. We need
education which is holistic
at these levels keeping in
mind basic employability
potential. At the same time
we need to narrow the de-
gree bias or obsession and
at the intermediary level
prior tojoining collegiate or
university education there
is a necessity to introduce
also short term diploma and
courses of certification.
This can either be integrated
with school education or
could be an alternate exten-
sion of it.

Education is mediated. It
mediates between the world
of work and the world of
learning. In that sense it is
a continuing and continu-
ous process but the basics,
the foundations have to be
well grounded in school
education. The continuity
or the higher echelons of
learning can come as a
choice driven by academic
and research interests.
Adult learning is an impera-
tive but it may not always
be compulsory. The fetish
to pursue a degree or a mas-
ters degree can be obviated
if at the college level ad-
vanced diplomas are intro-
duced which are of quality
and exceptional standards.
This will also impede the
growth of private universi-
ties and coaching classes.
A diploma or certification
skillswill stand on their own
right, not meant to be com-
pared to a degree, with em-
ployability in mind.

Unless we radicalise our
views on education there
will be no change or inno-
vation in a system. The rat
race for hundred percent
marks will continue. At the
school level more emphasis
should be given to aes-
thetic vocational skills such
as music and performing
arts. We have created hier-
archies in the system, pref-
erences egregiously given
to science and commerce
students in the battle for
wits. This is misplaced. In-
telligence varies according
to sensibilities and the spirit
of communication and its
aesthetics.

Again in school educa-
tion we can have home
schooling a kind of adjunct
to distance and open learn-
ing. Our methodologies
must be clear, not only our
pedagogies. Anyway we
have not evinced much
change from the learning by
rote method.

Radicalising education is
al about aptitude markers.
What the student feels,
knows and wants- to study.
It is essentialy learner cen-
tric and not so much teacher
centric. The teacher is a
facilitator and motivator.

Once education is con-
nected to talent and skill
then the fear of failing or
onetimefailure will be suit-
ably addressed, by flexibil-
ity, giving moretimeto com-
plete courses. Why only
twelve years in school?
Make it up to fourteen as
an upper limit.

Segregating education
as school, college and uni-
versity is
compartmentalising it. Edu-
cation is a holistic world

view not to be learnt in seg-
ments. Yes we can have
higher echelons of learning
but the mismatch between
employment and education
must go. And this can go by
radicalising it, having alter-
nate modes in terms of
course content and peda-
gogy at a solid foundational
level at school. Regarding
the latter technology must
play a vital and catalytic
role. We must extend the
classroom and create more
classrooms vide technologi-
cal abetment. It is the visual
and the aural which appeals
to a child's senses and
hands on work to many.

Synergising the class-
room with the world of ap-
plications is another factor.
Some students have cerebral
skills, some do not, they
have practical skills. In this
manner education will be de-
mystified and we will have
no student elites.

Once the fundamental s of
a solid school education are
worked out we can
contiguously think of adult
and continuing/ profes-
sional education.

My point in this essay is
that employability, self em-
ployability, adjudicating
finer senses, giving equal
opportunities to the tal-
ented must all go into the
making of a holistic and ro-
bust educational system.
Not to create hierarchies
and a preferential system.
Not to address failures but
successes. The latter can be
gauged by aptitude and self
interest of the learner, also
an innate flair for things
around her world and her
observations. It is sensitiv-
ity in education which mat-
ters not tautological expres-
sions and commercial
iconoclasm. If at al it hasto
be iconoclastic it has to re-
shape typical models and
introduce atypicality with
guts overthrowing inhibi-
tions even of grades and
marks. It must impose new
challenges from within and
without and rework status
of courses and the four
walls of a classroom.

The fault linesin the edu-
cation system have led to
exploitation in the form of
private tuition, coaching
classes and capitation fees.
School education is the
foundation for other conti-
nuities of education such as
college, university and re-
search education but it
must be made self sufficient
and autonomous so that
choices for the future can be
made easily and transition to
it is smooth. At the same
time it can be made stand
aone with particular empha-
sis on skills and aptitude.
Simply making the echelons
of education interdepend-
ent and hierarchical isto in-
vest education and its bear-
ings a caste and class sta-
tus. What about those who
cannot afford higher educa-
tion? So structuraly, educa-
tion is a pyramid and those
who complete only school
education are unwanted. So
when we refer to categori-
sation of education above
we mean that the super im-
position of educational
structures for employment is
a myth which must be dis-
pelled and unplugged. Oth-
erwise how do we explain
doctoral degree holders
working in schools and en-
gineers working in banks?
This lopsided aspect has
created serious schisms in
our learning systems. We
must reinvent the process
radically. The symbiotic es-
sence of education is un-
doubtedly important but it
must work as a stand-alone
method especially after
school, 12 plus to generate
work and giving an oppor-
tunity to alternate between
work and education. The
world of work and the world
of education are intricate
layers of connection. Part
time or 'sandwich' courses
must be introduced at colle-
giate levels in off campus
modes initiated by e-learn-
ing or technology aided
learning.
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Nobody believes the official
spokesman... but everybody trusts an
unidentified source.

--- Ron Nesen
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Finance Commission
Observations

THE Finance Commission headed by former
bureaucrat turned politician and senior member of
the BJP, Mr NK Singh which visited Meghalaya
recently has indicted the State Government on
several counts. The State can ignore these
observationsat itsperil. Megha ayahasbeenriding
onthefacade of aperforming state which maintains
fiscal discipline. The Finance Commission has
pointed to the debt burden of the state and theloss
making public sector undertakings. A primeexample
is the Meghalaya Electrical Power Distribution
Company Ltd (MePDCL) whichisamajor money
guzzler and requiresregular fundsinfusion. When
consumersare paying their billsregularly and the
cost per unit of electricity is not subsidised it is
difficult to fathom why thisPSU continuesto run
into debts. Its paymentsto NEEPCo for drawing
power fromit during thelean monthshaveremained
unpaid. This actually speaks volumes about the
mismanagement of the PSU. Time has come to
disnvest suchlossmaking PSUsinstead of keeping
them on life support systems perennialy. The
Commission hasa so pointed at the poor performing
health care sector whereinvestments don’t match
up with outcomesin Government run hospitals. In
fact theincident at Ganesh DasHospita on Sunday
where a pregnant women needing emergency
Caesarean section was not accommodated because
the Hospital had run out of sterilised sheetsreeks
of medical irresponsibility and should actualy bea
case for suo- moto action by the courts.

The Commission also pointed to the low Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP) which at 4.38%
islower than most other North Eastern stateswhich
are at 5.02. Clearly, Meghalaya has been hiding
thesefinancial deficitsthrough window dressing.
Now the State has been asked to come up with
GSDPthat runsinto two figures and should touch
at least 10.5%. But theworst argument peddled by
the Government to the Finance Commissionisthat
there hasbeen an increasein crime due to the ban
on coal mining. Hasthe present government carried
out aground survey and conducted a qualitative
and quantitativeresearch to link crimeto the ban
on coa mining?What wasthe crimerate prior to
the ban and after that? It is unbelievable that a
Government would go to this extent to persuade
the Centreto lift theban on coal mining. But thisis
a Government that works on assumptionsand is
now demanding Rs 82,815 crorefrom the Finance
Commission to meet shortfalsacrossdepartments.
Does anyone even know how many zeroesthere

areinthisfigure?

Meghalaya: Of over heated
tourism destinations

Those interested in
reading up on Tourism,
particularly students and
teachers of  Tourism
Departments in colleges
and universities would
have come across the
terms "overcrowding",
"overtourism" or
"tourismphobia". These
terms will be unbundled a
little later but | am sure
readers would already
know what | am alluding to.
Those who have visited
Mawlynnong, the famed
cleanest village and
Nohwet where the Living
Root Bridge is located
know these are tiny hamlets
that have now become
overcrowded with too
many  footfalls and
uncaring tourists. They are
loud and disrespectful of
the ambiance which is
otherwise a paradise of
serenity. In the daytime the
village descends into
tranquility as mothers put
their babies to sleep. The
little huts are not sound
proof hence loud tourists
are like irritants. The
villagers feel the intrusion
into their peace and
sanctity.

Mawlynnong is now
over-heated and there is no
way to reverse the cycle.
Day travelers from Assam
now land up in those
Winger buses, spend a few
hours and return. There is
very little that is available
at Mawlynnong which
tourists can buy and carry
back with them.
Mawlynnong as a tourism
product is under-priced;
hence it does not attract
high paying tourists who
look for more
undiscovered, offbeat
destinations. There are
tour promoters for such
locations and they do
good business even while
the tourist feels she has
had a great time. | have
severa friends that are tour
promoters but who also
believe in responsible
tourism. Even they are
wondering how long
tourism in Meghalaya can
hold out.

Take for instance the
Mawphlang Sacred Grove.
| visited the grove last
week just to spend some
precious time with nature
but that was not possible.
There were strings of
visitors and of course the
tour guides did a fabulous
job of explaining every
aspect of the grove such
as the tree that bears the
rudraksh seeds and the
name of the other trees
inside the forest. But one
does not enter a forest to
chatter. You can do that in
some café. But the bulk of
Indian tourist who has
probably never seen a
forest does not know that
a respectfully silence is
what forests demand - more
so a sacred forest. The
sound of birds chirping
each producing their own
tunes were lost on the
garrulous tourists. What's

By Patricia Mukhim

the point of coming to a
forest and miss out the
sounds of nature. The
reason is because there is
no pamphlet that explains
how tourists should
behave when they enter
such aplace. They are only
told that they cannot carry
back anything from the
forest. That really does not
explain the sacredness of
the Mawphlang forest.
And on New Year's Day or
other such occasions there
are locals who come from
the city and drink and
make merry just outside the
forest and leave their junk
behind. | am surprised that
the Shnong and the Sordar
have not made this place
out of bounds for bibulous
persons because they
actually destroy the
sanctity of this sacred
grove, even though they
may be paying Rs 300 to
be there. Tourism is just
not about making money;
it's about conserving
culture and retaining what
nature has bestowed
without choking it to
death.

There are do's and
don'ts followed by people
in countrieslike Norway for
instance. They encourage
tourists to come outside of
peak times of the day, and
the season to lessen the
footfalls. Alex Dichter, a
senior partner of
McKinsey & Company
consultancy, had
produced a report on
managing overcrowded
tourist destinations. He
says curtail the arrival
limitsand adjust the pricing
so that destinations get
quality tourists without
being overburdened.
Those that come would be
people interested in the
culture and customs of
people here and not the
type who just want to fill
their smart phones with
pictures of exotic locations
without taking back any
learning.

Dichter proposes one
solution to the problem of
too many tourists. He
says, "spread them over a
larger area." Meghalaya is
not the only state reeling
from overcrowding of
tourists. Other countries
too face similar
challenges. The Niagara
Falls on both sides of the
borders (US and Canada)
is choc-a-bloc  with
visitors. Barcelona is at
breaking point too. So
Dichter says that while
there are neighbourhoods
that are overwhelmed,
there are others that can
handle more tourists. The
problem is with our own
promotion campaigns. We
promote only a few sites
and the most obvious
ones. Tourists should be
dispersed by trying to pull
them to less popular yet
attractive destinations. If
such destinations are not

there then it's important to
develop one. For now even
Laitlum is overcrowded and
the locals now avoid these
crowded destinations. A
timewill come when nothing
will be available even for a
quiet family picnic. We
would have sold every inch
of nature as if it belongs to
us.

Alex Dichter's report on
managing overcrowded
tourist destinations,
produced by the World
Travel & Tourism Council
(WTTC) and McKinsey &
Company attempts to
understand the nature of the
problems at hand, and to
identify specific solutions
which can make a real
difference. The report
highlights five types of
problems (a) alienation of
local residents (b)
constrained infrastructure
(c) diminished tourist
experience (d) damage to
natural resources (e) threat
to cultural heritage. The
solutions proposed are
practical. They include
smoothing the visitor
numbers  over  time,
spreading visitors across
sites, and adjusting pricing
to balance supply and

demand, regulating
accommodation supply and
limiting access and
activities. This helps

develop a system to enable
destinations to understand
their specific situations and
early warning signs. The
problem is that there is no
one here to read the signs
and respond accordingly.
It is time for the
Government to rope in an
independent agency to
make a heat map data and
study which destinations in
Meghalaya need to pull
back. The problem of
overcrowding should be
based on an analysis of
tourism data as well as
research on  specific
destinations and interviews
with tour operators, tourism

authorities, hospitality
providers, transport
managers, non-

governmental organisations
(NGOs), universities, and
think tanks. It is imperative
that local tourism managers
work with all public and
private stakeholders to
develop a coherent plan to
create and manage tourism
growth that puts people
and communities at its
heart. This is the only way
to sustainable tourism and
it will have positive impacts
not only for those who host
tourists but also provide
memorable experiences for
the travelers who choose to
come here.

An example of a
European country that is
overheated is Venice. The
locals complain that its
capital is being overrun by
visitors. In May 2018, the
city council erected
pedestrian gates across
main entrances. When the

crowds get too thick, the
police close them down and
limit access to locals who
possess a special pass.

Amsterdam is facing a
similar problem in having to
deal with curious, noisy
tourists. The locals are
fatigued by having to put
up with stag parties where
tourists mix alcohol and
cannabis and leave their
litter behind. Infact, tourism
in Europe has taken an ugly
turn. In July 2018,
protesters attacked tourist
buses in Vaencia, Palma de
Mallorca and Barcelona
(where one piece of graffiti
read: "tourists go home,
refugees welcome"). Hence
the word, "overtourism", is
coined to describe the
consequences of having
too many visitors.

| had said this before but
it bears repetition. The
double decker living root
bridge at Nongriat is
aready feeling the heat. So
too the living root bridge at
Nohwet. The roots that are
plaited to form the bridge
are all frayed and stones
and cement are being used
to hold the roots together.
Obviously this is a bad
practice.

Thankfully a young man
- Morningstar Khongthaw
has emerged as the saviour
of these bridges. In 2016 he
started rounding up a few
volunteers to safeguard
these root bridges. He has
very aptly stated that the
root bridges conceived by
his Khasi ancestors should
not be reduced to mere
tourist attractions. He
explained that the
ancestors made these
bridges for practical needs
to cross streams and rivers.
Now they are just a
spectacle with people
trampling all over them with
their shoes on. Khongthaw
has been working to
preserve the bridges by
fixing the old ones and
building new  ones.
Working under the banner
of Living Root Foundation,
since 2018, Khongthaw is a
glimmer of hopein asociety
where greed has overtaken
need and where only a few
tour promoters actually
understand and practice
responsible tourism. A
good number of
destinations run by the
locals have now lost their
character.

But this is bound to
happen when the State has
no Tourism Policy worth its
names and no guidelines
on conserving tourism
sites. Also, Meghalaya
should learn from Sikkim
where West Bengal taxisare
not allowed into the State.
This would help the
transport operators of
Meghalaya to also earn
their livelihoods from
transporting tourists.

We still have along way
to go but by the time we
understand what tourism
actually means we would
have lost out.

TOTHE EDITOR

Whither
pollution testing

centred

Editor,

World environment Day is
celebrated every year on June
5 and the theme for this year,
set by UN is 'Beat Air
Pollution’- a much needed
theme for awareness and
action in India. How serious
are we in dealing with the
rising level of air pollutants
in the atmosphere in our state
in general and Garo Hills in
particular? All motor vehicles
release smoke which has the
potential to pollute the
environment, if left
unchecked. There comes the
roleof PUC or Pollution Under
Control Certificate. As per
Central Motor Vehicle Rules
1989, it is mandatory to get a
PUC certificate for every
vehicle. PUC certificates are
issued by the emission
testing Centers and the fee to
obtain this certificate is Rs
110 (as it is charged in

different emission testing
centers in Assam). Is there
any vehicle emission
testing center in entire Garo
Hills or in Tura, (not aware
of any such center in
Shillong) which is the
second largest city of
Meghalaya? The answer is
'NO'. Courtesy, Meghalaya
State Pollution Control
Board, who don't even have
afull fledged officein Tural
Very often, vehicles with
excessive and uncontrolled
exhausts are seen plying on
the roads of Tura and
common people, students,
aged, pregnant women are
forced to inhale those toxic
gases.

Where are the law
enforcement agencies to
keep an eye on these
vehicles? Due to non-
availability of wvehicle
Emission Testing Center to
issue PUC Certificate in
Garo Hills, vehicle owners
are left with no option but
to travel down to Assam,
our neighbouring state, to

obtain this clearance
certificate. There are reports
of undue harassment by
Assam/ West Bengal Police
to  vehicles bearing
Meghalaya registration
numbers. They ask for PUC
certificates from these
vehicles knowing that there
is no emission testing
Center in this part of
Meghalaya. Failure to
produce the paper gives an
opportunity to these law
enforcement personnel to
impose fines with/without
issuing any money receipt
which may sometimes
exceed the prescribed fine
rate. As we are celebrating
World Environment Day
with the theme, 'Beat Air
Pollution,’ it's time to act.
Wake up, Meghalaya State
Pollution Control Board
and ensure that an emission
testing center is established
in Turawhich will sincerely
test the emission levels and
issue certificates. | think,
West Garo Hills District
Administration have to ring

the bell loud to make

Meghalaya Pollution
Control Board wake up.

Yours etc.,

Sanjib Das

Lower Babupara, Tura

Fruit of
corruption

Editor,

The book of proverb
states, "A good man leaves
an inheritance for his
children's children."It is no
longer a secret that
corruption is rampant in our
state. It would be
interesting to see if a
research should possibly
be conducted as
comparative  analyses,
giving us the accurate
amount and difference in
corruption being indulged
in by men and women. It is
just an assumption, but
most probably men might
rank much higher than
women. Having also
travelled in a lot of Khasi
villages, women seem to be

more committed to their
work and family, whereas
men seem to be
irresponsible and do not
appear to have any sense
of worth and purpose in
their individual or
community life. Sometimes
rightly so, it would be easy
to put al of the blame on
the men. However let us
consider why is it that the
first thing an educated man
thinks about is in finding
ways and means to amass
wealth? Granted that a lot
of times this can only be
achieved by being corrupt.
For some it is a matter of
choice, while a lot fall into
the trap of being agood man
by leaving behind an
inheritance for their
children. Having done this
and bound by tradition, it is
likely that the children too
will follow in their father's
footsteps. What does this
leave us with then? Most
probably irresponsible,
hopeless men hanging
around in village corners
drowning their troublesin a

bottle of country liquor
while the educated,
successful, well-respected
men of the city, will most
probably be found hanging
out in the bar's, club's or
even their own homes also
drowning away their guilt
and sorrow with a bottle of
whisky. While we must
always be proud of our
culture, every now and
again it would be good to
introspect, and maybe, just
maybe, find out that some
of our traditional practices
might be hindering us from
doing the right thing. If this
is not dealt with, we will
continue to raise up boys
whose view of strangers,
outsiders and even worse
their own family members
will always remain seem as
a threat and enemy.
Yours €tc.,
Pyndap Warijri
Viaemall

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong Times

Tragedy befalling Bengall,

Malayali societies

Degeneration
explodesmyth of
political maturity

By K Raveendran

Bengalis and Malayalis
have always prided
themselves for their so-called
‘intellectual superiority' and
political maturity. Both
societies have shared a past
that brought them wholesome
praise for their achievements
in socid, cultural and political
spheres. The left-leanings of
the two societies and their
respect for democratic values
is almost legendary. In fact,
Kerala has had the unique
distinction of voting the
world's first communist
ministry to power through the
ballot.

The people of Kerala and
Bengal never made a secret
of their condescending
attitude when they heard
about rigging and booth
capturing in the rest of India,
particularly in the Hindi
heartland, where such
mal practices had become
routine.

But fast forward to the
current times, both Kerala
and Bengal have become the
graveyard of democratic
values and traditions that
they once defended with
their lives. Now there is
hardly  anything that
distinguishes them from the
rest of India It is as though
the two states are desperate
to outdo each other in
denigrating their past and
matching ‘'their kind of
democracy' with its worst
forms.

Reports about the conduct
of campaigning and polling
in the just concluded Lok
Sabha elections indicate the
abysmal depth to which the
two societies have sunk.

In Mamata's Bengal, for

violence, which she is now
using against the
communists in good
measure. Inaquid pro quo-
like situation, the CPI-M is
doing in Kerala whatever
Mamata has been doing to
them in Bengal, and now
the radar has been turned
to BJP because the
Marxists have ceased to be
of any consequence.
Chief minister Pinarayi
Vijayan's Kannur has
become synonymous for

whatever was once
considered alien to
respectable political

activity. The so-called
'party villages' in the area
are out of bounds for
anyone other than a CPI-M
worker or sympathiser.
Even law enforcement
authorities don't dare to go
there. Political murders
have become aroutine affair
and the CPI-M apparently
has an elaborate system in
place to protect the
perpetrators. It is alleged
that the party 'supplies the
‘culprits' to the investigating
agencies. When the matter
goes to court, the accused
mostly escape punishment
as the prosecution can't
prove a crime they haven't
committed. Thered culprits
remain in the background
and are ever ready to strike
again. Shocking details
have emerged as to how the
CPI-M-led ruling Left Front
in Kerala manipulated the
electoral process, right from
the stage of voter
registration to the day of
polling in the Lok Sabha
elections. Opposition UDF
has accused the CPI-M of

TMC'sscant respect for electoral processwas
on full show in the 2018 panchayat eections,
when a large number of seats were won
uncontested by the ruling party as it
thwarted attempts by BJP and CPI-M
candidateseven tofilenominations.

instance, there is zero
tolerance for the opposing
views, let alone the freedom
to practice divergent political
activity. The Trinamool
government has had no
qualms about denying
permission for opposition
parties to hold rallies and
road shows on one pretext or
the other.

BJP president Amit Shah
was denied permission
several times to hold rallies
in the state and was not even
alowed to land his chopper.
It is a different matter that
now she will have to roll out
the red carpet to him because
he has become the Union
home minister. The state
government had also turned
down requests by UP chief
minister Yogi Adityanath and
Union minister Smriti Irani to
hold election meetings in
Kolkata.

The bad blood between
TMC and BJP obviously got
reflected in different phases
of polling, all of which
witnessed widespread
violence as each party
chased away supporters of
the other, alleging attempts to
rig the poll. The cold war
between Mamata and Modi
had its shadow even on the
swearing ceremony at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan, which is
generaly attended by friends
and foes dike.

TMC's scant respect for
electoral process was on full
show in the 2018 panchayat
elections, when a large
number of seats were won
uncontested by the ruling
party as it thwarted attempts
by BJP and CPI-M
candidates even to file
nominations. Even before a
single vote was cast, the fate
of 34.2 percent seats in the
three-tier rural bodies was
decided without a contest as
TMC was the only party
which had candidates in
those seats. It is ironic that
Mamata Banerjee often
speaks in defence of
democracy.

Mamata graduated with
flying colours from the great
CPI-M university that taught
its own brand of palitics and

a systematic drive to
remove the names of
Congress sympathisers
from the voters' list.
According to Congress
|leader Ramesh Chennithala,
the names were removed en
masse, with the help of
government officials
handpicked by the ruling
party for the purpose.

Bringing further
embarrassment to the
state's people is the postal
ballot scam, under which
widespread abuse of the
postal ballots by the CPI-
M affiliated  Police
Association, a union-like
outfit for police officials,
had taken place. State
Chief Electoral Officer, who
is known to be a stickler for
the rules, has ordered a
detailed probe into the
issue.

The CPI-M leadership
has been at logger heads
with the Election
Commission after its prying
eyes landed on several
questionable  practices
indulged in by party
workers, including bogus
voting, which attracted
national attention and
brought much
embarrassment to the self-
styled God's own country.
At one point of time, the
CPI-M even threatened to
take the chief electoral
officer to court for allegedly
exceeding his brief.

The degeneration of the
Kerala society has spread
like cancer to al aspects of
life, with some spine-
chilling stories of atrocities
committed against fellow
human beings coming to
light. Crimes against
women and girls have
reached such alarming rates
that mothers and parents
are scared to let their
daughters go out alone.
Sometimes, even when
accompanied by male
relatives or acquaintances,
so-called moral policing is
baring its fangs, making it
another leveller that
threatens to neutralise all
the  state's  positive
attributes. (IPA Service)
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Disaster for Democracy

How the Modi wave has flooded India with fascism, writes Pieter Friedrich

n the west, we have labels,”

commented journalist

Francois Gautier on WION

TV, during a panel about

the results of India’s 2019
general election. “Right, left. Far-
right, far-left. We keep applying
them to India, where they’re not
applicable. We cannot apply to
India labels we use in the West.
To say that the BJP is far-right is
completely wrong.”

The election was over. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had
won a resounding victory, seiz-
ing power once again, with a
seat-count in India’s Lok Sabha
that surpassed even its decisive
showing in the 2014 elections.
Meanwhile, Gautier—described
by India’s National Herald as a
French-born “BJP cheerleader”—
was speaking truth. The BJP is
not far-right. But it is authoritar-
ian and fascist.

Moments after Gautier spoke,
WION’s political editor Kartikeya
Sharma shed some light on how
the BJP may have defeated the
opposition: it has infrastructural
strength. It is backed by hordes of
apparatchiks.

Indeed, fuelled by such fanati-
cism, the organisational power of
the Modi wave (a term coined to
describe the tsunami of support
for BJP Prime Minister Narendra
Modi) has floated a second BJP
victory. India is now on the brink
of another five years of subjuga-
tion to an authoritarian regime.
By 2024, the country will have
endured a full decade of BJP
rule.

| joined Sharma, Gautier and
others on WION to offer my take
on the election. “This is a disas-
ter for democracy,” | began. “We
have to remember that democracy
doesn’t just mean taking two sec-
onds to push a button once every
five years and pick somebody to
rule the country. Democracy’s ac-
tually about the society. It’s more
than the act of voting. It’s about
democratic rights, and those dem-
ocratic rights are in short supply
in India today. We can see that
India is fast becoming what it has
already progressed far along the
path towards becoming, which
is an organized, centralized, au-
thoritarian democracy—which is
fascism.”

That’s when WION cut my
mike and severed the interview.
“This is not even acceptable that
India is becoming an authoritar-
ian state,” responded Sharma.
“India is one postcolonial nation
which has very successfully dem-
onstrated its ability to transition
from one regime to another re-
gime through peaceful elections.
I think this comment is unaccept-
able.”

The irony that fascism involves
restricting free speech only to
“acceptable” answers was lost on
him. However, Sharma’s choice
of the word regime — which is
generally defined as an authori-
tarian government — was deeply
appropriate.

“India’s claim to democracy,
rather as the world’s largest func-
tional democracy, solely rests on
its record of regularly held elec-
tions,” notes jailed Dalit activist
Anand Teltumbde. “Although
they are more of a ritual observed
with massive money and muscle
power than the expression of the
will of the people, they have sus-
tained the illusion of democracy.”
Teltumbde argues that “the de
jure democracy has always been
de facto plutocracy, the rule of the
money bags.”

The emergence of India as a
fascist nation ruled by the BJP

with Modi as its figurehead is no
surprise considering the origins
of the BJP. Nor is it a surprise
considering the identity of those
unmarried, fanatically devoted
party workers and their army of
youngsters who provide the BJP’s
infrastructural base. Nor is it a
surprise considering the history
of Modi himself.

RSS Pracharak to PM

Milestones marking the route
to the May 23, 2019 results were
laid both a century and a half-
century ago.

In 1925, the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) was formed.
A paramilitary force, uniformed
and armed, it was dedicated to the
idea that all Indians collectively
constitute a Hindu race; commit-
ted to basing the entirety of In-
dian society, culture and politics
on religion; devoted to the notion
that only a race traitor would vote
for anyone but a Hindu nation-
alist; and convinced that it was
treason against the mother nation
for an Indian to be anything but
a Hindu.

The second milestone happened
in 1971, when Narendra Modi
joined the RSS as a pracharak—a
full-time worker sworn to celi-
bacy.

Modi joined in Ahmedabad,
the largest city (and then capital)
of Gujarat. Modi’s home state,
Gujarat, lies just north of Ma-
harashtra, the state in which the
RSS was founded and in which it
maintains its headquarters. At the
time, M. S. Golwalkar was near-
ing the end of his tenure as the
RSS’s longest-serving and most
influential leader. Golwalkar had
just excited controversy with a
keynote speech at a 1968 RSS
rally in Ahmedabad, in which he
demanded that India be declared
a Hindu rashtra (nation). The
following year, his petition was
sealed in blood when the RSS led
riots that left over 400 Muslims
dead.

In the early 1990s, Modi be-
gan to validate the party’s reli-
gious nationalist credentials and

emerged as a key organizer of its
Ram janmabhoomi (Ram’s birth-
place) campaign.

In 1990, the then BJP president
LK Advani began a Ram rath
yatra (Ram chariot procession),
crisscrossing India in a minibus
decked out as a chariot. He was
trailed by thousands of kar sevaks
(volunteers) from the RSS, VHP
and other affiliated groups.

Violence, unsurprisingly,
plagued the procession. When
India’s central government brief-
ly banned both the VHP and the
RSS, Modi joined Murli Manohar
Joshi on a trip to the US. They
were greeted on arrival by Suresh
Jani of New Jersey, who had in
1991—on Advani’s orders—co-
founded the Overseas Friends of
the BJP (OFBJP).

Back in India, Modi swiftly
advanced up the BJP hierarchy.
By 1995, he was working out of
the national party headquarters in
New Delhi. He did not, however,
forget his friends in the OFBJP,
returning to the US for another
tour in 1997.

Then he got his hands on real
political power. In October 2001,
Gujarat’s chief minister Keshub-
hai Patel was in failing health and
had lost his party’s political confi-
dence. He resigned. Modi was ap-
pointed as his replacement. Three
days after the election, carnage en-
gulfed Gujarat. By the end, up to
2,000 (or more) Muslims lay dead.
Ten years later, a special investi-
gation team (SIT) submitted a re-
port to the Supreme Court. It con-
cluded that there was “not enough
evidence” to prosecute Modi for
involvement in the pogrom. There
was, however, a mountain of cir-
cumstantial evidence.

By 2011, Modi was rumoured to
be the BJP’s candidate for prime
minister in the 2014 general elec-
tion. His name was floated at least
a year before the Supreme Court’s
SIT supposedly cleared him of
guilt for the 2002 pogrom.

Authoritarian democracy

Modi was elected in May 2014.
His election followed a three-

(Top) An artist adds details to a portrait of PM Narendra Modi in Amritsar; and Uttar
Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath felicitates BJP MP from Amethi Smriti Irani in Lucknow. (PTI)

year campaign by OFBJP op-
eratives in America, which began
with training camps in 2011, fol-
lowed by tours of the US by RSS
and BJP executives in 2012. In
2013, then BJP president Rajnath
Singh toured the US and Modi
gave three video conferences.
OFBJP sent activists to India to
canvass for the BJP in the state
elections. Their campaign culmi-
nated in 2014, when thousands
of volunteers staffed US-based
phone banks, while nearly 2,000
activists—including a team of
650 led by Barai in person—trav-
eled to India.

After floating to power on a
Modi wave for the first time, the
BJP wasted no time implement-
ing its agenda to saffronise the
country.

2014 witnessed joint strategy
sessions between the BJP and the
RSS as they sought to rewrite the
history taught in the Indian school
curriculum.

2015 saw the lynching of Mo-
hammed Akhlaq, a Muslim man,
who was dragged from his home
at night and beaten to death on the
suspicion that he had slaughtered
a cow. Local BJP activists were
implicated in Akhlaq’s murder.
This was one of the earliest and
highest profile of what were to
be many beef-related mob lynch-
ings.

2016 opened with the suicide of
Rohith Vemula, a Dalit PhD stu-
dent at the University of Hydera-
bad, who took his own life after
he was suspended for protesting
an RSS-affiliated event.

In 2017, Yogi Adityanath was
appointed chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh. While previously serv-
ing as a Member of Parliament in
2015, he had promised to install
statues of Hindu deities in “every
mosque”.

Meanwhile, dissenting voices
were being stifled. Gauri Lanke-
sh, a journalist known for her
candid criticism of the RSS and
BJP, was assassinated in Karnat-
aka. The investigation implicated
an RSS-affiliated activist. It also
connected her murder to the 2015
killings of rationalists Govind
Pansare and MM Kalburgi.

2018 began with a rally of
hundreds of thousands of Dalits
in Bhima Koregaon, Maharash-
tra. The gathering devolved into
chaos as Hindu nationalist outfits
launched an attack. In response,
Dalits called a bandh (shutdown),
blocking roads and railways.

The unrest, asserted attorneys
Arun Ferreira and Colin Gon-
salves, was the result of “three
and a half years of belligerent
Hindutva rule at the Centre and
in various states”. They argued
that Modi’s regime bore “simi-
larities with Nazi Germany” and
“more and more people are com-
ing around to identify it as a form
of fascism.”

Then, in Jammu and Kashmir,
an eight-year-old Muslim girl
was abducted, held for a week,
and repeatedly gang-raped before
she was murdered. When her kill-
ers were arrested, Hindu nation-
alist outfits staged rallies in their
support. Two BJP state ministers
joined one of the rallies: they
later claimed that their party had
instructed them to do so.

Meanwhile, unrest expanded
across India as Dalits launched a
Bharat bandh (national shutdown)
later that year. There were stag-
gered waves of arrests of promi-
nent activists, writers and attor-
neys in multiple Indian states.

In 2019, Swami Aseemanand,
the pracharak who had confessed
to a string of terrorist attacks in
the mid-2000s, was acquitted.
Sadhvi Pragya Thakur was nomi-
nated for a seat in Parliament.
BJP President Amit Shah sparked
outrage when he referred to ille-
gal immigrants from Bangladesh
as “termites”, while Adityanath
accused the opposition of being
“infected” by a “green virus” (a
reference to Muslims).

Dictatorship vs democracy

On May 23, 2019, after a
month-long election process, in
which the OFBJP again played
an instrumental role, the BJP
emerged victorious with 38.5 per
cent of the total vote.

“It’s not a victory of BIP,” com-
ments Dr Ashok Swain, professor
of peace and conflict research at
Uppsala University. “It’s a vic-
tory of Modi and Modi’s poli-
tics... After Modi came to power
in the last five years, this has been
turned into a personality cult. BJP
is now a one-man party.”

Modi’s rise from obscurity was
no accident. He is the result of a
50-year project on the part of the
RSS, a man who was groomed
to be prime minister. He rode to
victory on the backs of gangs of
apparatchiks who are unmarried
and completely dedicated to the
party—pracharaks from the RSS,
among whose ranks he got his
own start in public life.

Modi’s re-election was a ref-
erendum on fascism, lynching,
and the unrestrained violence
against minorities, dissidents and
the marginalized which has been
repeatedly perpetrated with im-
punity by the troops of the RSS
and BJP.

The 2019 Indian general elec-
tion demonstrated that democracy
is about more than the simple act
of voting or the peaceful trans-
fer of power from one regime to
another. It illustrated the truth of
the words penned by Ambedkar
in 1949: “It is quite possible for
this newborn democracy to retain
its form but give place to dictator-
ship in fact.”

BR Ambedkar defined social
democracy as “a way of life
which recognises liberty, equality
and fraternity as the principles of
life.” He warned, “Political de-
mocracy cannot last unless there
lies at the base of it social democ-
racy.” Quoting John Stuart Mill,
he admonished India that main-
taining democracy necessitates
that the people refuse to “lay their
liberties at the feet of even a great
man.” His words, written the year
before Modi was born, were per-
haps never more prescient than
today. “In politics, bhakti or hero-
worship is a sure road to degrada-
tion and to eventual dictatorship,”
he declared. Modi epitomises
Ambedkar’s prophecy.

(The author a South Asian
Affairs Analyst)

Author shares
‘most painful
moment’

Author Bhaavna Arora
spent six months in dire
situation of Kashmir for her
research work to write Un-
daunted: Lt Ummer Fayaz
of Kashmir, a book on the
life of Lt. Ummer Fayaz who
was abducted and killed by
militants in 2017. Being the
guest at An Author’s After-
noon in Kolkata recently,
Arora spoke about her roller
coaster ride in writing the
book. Souvik Ghosh speaks
to the author...

Tell us a little about your
latest book. How did you
come to such a theme?
Undaunted: Lt Ummer Fayaz
of Kashmir is my first non-
fiction. As a person, I think
| get bored very easily. The
book was started as a request
from a few army officers. In
Kashmir, the army is looked
down upon but Ummer Fayaz
at the age of 18 had decided
to join the army. But it was
very unfortunate because he
was Kidnapped and Kkilled
by the terrorists on May 9,
2017, when he went on leave
from a post at the border. |
wrote this book because not
many people from Kashmir
used to join the army. | had a
very emotional roller coaster
ride for two years.

What was your feeling
when you had visited

Fayaz’s family members?

There is a huge difference
between deaths and deaths
of martyrs. | realised this
when | had visited the mar-
tyr’s family for the first time
though | come from an army

one wants to write anything
about the army, he has to go
through permissions. | was
concerned about my security
aspects. First | went to pay
condolences to the family.
The situation in Kashmir is
very different from Delhi. So
even after getting clearances,
the Commanding Officer,
who is aware of the situa-
tion in Kashmir, may stop
me. So initially the army had
stopped me and | thought my
book won’t come up. Then
the army invited me to their
house as the Commanding
Officer’s birthday was being
celebrated. Later, | had man-
aged to get the nod from the
Commanding Officer.

Since you have done a lot
of research, can you tell us
why Lt Ummer Fayaz went
to cousin’s wedding despite
knowing he is in danger?

I kept asking everyone
whether the situation could
have been averted. | had
asked the Commanding Of-
ficer why he was sent on
leave? But the Commanding
Officer said for how long a
person can be stopped from
going to his own house. |
think he never thought that
there is a threat though his
girlfriend kept on telling him
that he should not (go).

Did you feel like giving up
the project midway due to
the struggle in Kashmir?

At multiple times. One can
be brave (in writing such
a book) but also he will
have to be pragmatic. I also
weighed the support that |

background. 1 have heard
about Kargil war and martyr-
dom. But paying condolence
to a martyr’s family was the
most painful moment of my
life. Trust me, it is not easy.
I could relate to Fayaz’s
family because of my Army
background. Visiting the
family was a different expe-
rience which I can’t express
in words.

Was your family very sup-
portive while writing this
book because visiting and
staying in Kashmir is not
easy?

My family was holidaying in
Srinagar when | went for the
research. Then my car was
pelted with stones. After my
family came to know about
the incident, they completely
stood againstwriting thisbook.
They were thinking about my
safety actually. At one point, I
had even thought of giving up
writing the book, particularly
when 1 saw my sister-in-law
crying. Then my brother, who
is also in the army, came up
to me and encouraged me to
write the book. My brother
said he should resign from his
job if his sister can’t write a
book on the bravery of a fel-
low officer.

For how long did you re-
search for the book?

It took two years to write
this book. | had stayed in
Kashmir for six months. If

was getting. | had got a num-
ber of threat calls from some
unknown phone numbers. |
had registered an FIR for it
but nothing came out of it.

Eight to nine years ago,
Kashmir’s situation was
more stable. But in the last
few years, the things have
changed. What did you
make out of that?

The situation had improved
in Kashmir. But now the big-
ger fight in Kashmir is with
the intelligence and not arms
and ammunition. The flow of
intelligence by Pakistan is
now very strong. The youth
of Kashmir do not get funny
or inspirational videos over
Whatsapp like we do. They
get the doctored and half-
true videos. The Pakistani
army always pose that they
are under threat by India.
The kind of pay packages the
Pakistani Army used to get is
much higher than the Indi-
ans. So they (Pakistan army)
keep doing one thing or the
other. I don’t know when
the crisis is going to end. In
another aspect, the Kashmiri
youth do not get opportuni-
ties because of this crisis. In-
ternet gets de-activated when
the army conducts an opera-
tion. Students will have to
visit Jammu to fill out a form
for any educational purpose.
So slowly young people pick
up guns and become terror-
ists. (IBNS/TWF)
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Roosting time
for flying-foxes

but this kind of phenomenon

that usually takes place during
this time of the year is interesting
to watch as flying-foxes come in
large numbers on the vast Cam-
phor trees (Cinnamomum cam-
phora) adjoining the Rhino War
Memorial for roosting.

The place where a bat lives is
called its roost. Bats need differ-
ent roosting conditions at differ-
ent times of the year and they will
often move around to find a roost
to meet their needs. Some bats
prefer big branches or hollow
trees, some like caves and some
use both at different times.

Bats are also found sheltering
in buildings, under the bridges,
roost in built structures and in
underground sites. For several
weeks in summer, female bats
gather in a maternity roost to
have their babies.

The above scene that has been
spotted recently are no other
than the flying foxes and are the
genus of bats which are among
the largest in the world. They are
commonly known as Fruit Bats
or Flying-Foxes among other col-
loquial names. They live in the
tropic and sub-tropic of Asia (in-
cluding the Indian continent).

A flying-fox has a grey-brown
like head, which looks a little like
a fox’s head. This is how it gets

I t may not be a common sight

its name. These creatures have
a mixture of golden-brown dark
coloured fur on their whole body
and legs, down to their toes. They
are about a foot long with a dark
coloured wingspan that can be up
to a meter wide.

Although flying-foxes are com-
monly known as fruit bats, their
favourite food are usually pollen
and necter of eucalypt blossoms,
followed by other native hard-
wood blossoms, such as melaleu-
ca (paperbark) and banksia. They
also eat fruits and flowers.

Bats are the only mammal ca-
pable of sustained flight and the
flying foxes too are like other bats
with flappy wings or powered
flight. Despite the noises of cars
plying on the road near the Rhino
War Memorial, the flying-foxes
continue to roost in different pos-
tures as seen in the photographs.

The Rhino War Memorial (also
known as Rhino Prerna Sthal) is
a solemn site built in honour of
the soldiers who sacrificed their
lives during the Bangladesh war
in 1971. 1t may be mentioned that
the military of 101 Area Shillong
holds the high esteem of being the
first tactical force to enter Dhaka
for liberation of Bangladesh on
December 16, 1971.

(Contributed by
Michael Shylla)

(SEVEN)

More than just savouring

Journalist and educator Simran Sethi
explores the cultural and emotional
importance of food

CHOCTLMES?

o8 THE SLOW LOSS OF

-

r FOODS WE LOVE (.

#

When she began writing her book
on how the foods we enjoy are
endangered by genetic erosion, a
loss of diversity in what we grow
and eat, she realised the deep
connections between biological
characteristics, personal
preferences and emotions

By Paromita Pain

ood sustains life, but is there

more to it? For Simran Sethi,

food’s vital connections with

people and communities—its
taste, smell and origins—is a story
that calls for deeper exploration. A
journalist and educator focused on
food, sustainability and social change,
Sethi has been named an environmen-
tal “messenger” by Vanity Fair maga-
zine and designated as one of the top
eight women saving the planet by
Marie Claire magazine. She is the au-
thor of Bread, Wine, Chocolate: The
Slow Loss of Foods We Love, which
was named as one of the best food
books of 2016 by the Smithsonian.
She is also the creator of “The Slow
Melt,” a podcast devoted to choco-
late—highlighting the people, places
and processes behind this industry.
Sethi’s work in the field is steeped in
the concepts of social justice and pub-
lic education.

Her interest in the area of food sus-
tainability and social change devel-
oped in the late 1990s. “An essay by
Anuradha Mittal, executive director
of the Oakland Institute, talked about
hunger as not simply an absence of
food, but as an experience built on
geopolitics,” says Sethi. “She really
helped build my ideas about food jus-
tice and hunger issues.”

The Oakland Institute is a Califor-
nia-based think tank.

Means to resolution

“Food is a lens through which we
can work to resolve many of the is-
sues facing our world today, like
climate change, and other social and
cultural challenges,” says Sethi. “No
country in this modern era is self-suf-
ficient in feeding itself.” Therefore,
food can be an important area to con-
nect and bond. As an area of research,
food is deeply connected to social
justice. “The people who feed us, like
the small farmers who grow food, are
often the poorest and eat a different
kind of food than what they serve
others,” she says. “These are issues of
equity that need further exploration.”

A way to reduce such inequalities
is to ensure that the public is more
aware of what goes into food produc-
tion, for instance, by making stories
of food production more personal.
The act and art of growing, prepar-
ing and sharing food are deeply emo-
tional and intimate experiences. Sethi

knows how powerful such connec-
tions can be. When she began writing
her book on how the foods we enjoy
are endangered by genetic erosion, a
loss of diversity in what we grow and
eat, she realised the deep connections
between biological characteristics,
personal preferences and emotions.
“It was then that | started thinking
about all the food we use on a daily
basis, like coffee that starts our day or
chocolate that mends broken hearts,”
she says. “When we drink a cup of
coffee that starts our day, do we think
about the farmer who grew it? Do
we think about its environmental im-
pact?” Through her book, she aims to
inspire people to eat more conscious-
ly, better understand familiar and new
foods, and learn what it would take to
save this world of tastes.

Nourish and connect

Food, for Sethi, is also a means
of nourishing the body. As she says,
“Deliciousness is something pre-
cious. Flavours matter.” She is also
always inspired by the people she
writes about. Her subjects are diverse
and range from small farmers’ hold-
ings growing cocoa and producers
creatively using technology to con-
nect people to researchers examining
why people from low-income com-
munities feed their children the food
that others consider unhealthy. “Food
represents so much of who we are,”
says Sethi. “For me, it’s a constantly-
changing puzzle.”

Encourage diversity

As Sethi explains, she was always
aware that certain varieties of fruits,
meats and vegetables were going
extinct, but it was when she started
writing her book that she grasped
its effects on the whole ecosystem.
“So, in my book, | make a case for
saving food by savouring them,” she
says. The key to public education lies
in being able to place issues within
people’s existing contexts.

Sethi adds that everyone can play
a role in enhancing and encourag-
ing agrodiversity. “It is as easy as
shopping from farmers’ markets and
choosing restaurants that source their
produce locally,” she says. “Volun-
teering with food banks and using
skills like social media or marketing
expertise to help organisations in-
crease their reach is also very valu-
able.” (SPAN/TWF)

‘Star - Gazing’

By Pt. Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, JUNE 9 2019

Mercury is opposite to Neptune on your solar return chart this ensures a very
adventurous year ahead. You will achieve very big results this year. You will
be treated very well by the people who support you whole heartedly. Your
family will provide you with all the help that you require to make things work.

On the professional front you will be able to conceive ideas and will execute

them in team spirit. You will be goal oriented. Your juniors will look at you as
a source of inspiration. Your financial position in totality will be good. You will
remain in good health. And could also be drawn to some spiritual guru for

seeking guidance in life.You will get proposals for business opportunities.
You will be going to some travel destination with family for unwinding.

Aries: (March 21 - April 20)

People and friends look upon you with more respect, toler-

5

ance, and acceptance. You are likely to be more strategic in
your actions during this period, as you become aware of the
subtleties of human interaction. Thisis a time when your best
course of action is to recognize that you need, or rely on,

others for support. Efforts at self-promotion might be made

now. Doyourbestto bein top form, make career adjustments
if needed, and don't be afraid to show others exactly what

you're made of.
Taurus: (April 21 - May 21)

You would move towards a more positive and objective
approach to your professional and personal life this week.

S

You have a great desire to expand your work and knowl-
edge. You might further your education and it's a fabulous
time to do so, or you could broaden your knowledge in a

more informal manner. Confidence is the key of success and

faith in the universe and in your ability to do the right thing
will get you everywhere now. This is the best times for
realizing the positive potential you have. You would have a

feeling of unrest or dissatisfaction with your environment.

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21)

Your idealistic nature is stimulated, and you are likely to be

L

more spiritual or idealistic this week. You are sober and
serious in professional and personal relationships. You are

getting serious about loved ones, family relationships and
children. You are likely to take your hobbies more seriously.
Youwould combine yourinnerand outer strengthsto achieve
success and happinessin professional aspects. You achieve

success as you are brilliant and there is good fortune

attending professional, personal and material aspects. It is
a period to be sensible about your diet, health, hygiene,

and fitness needs.

Cancer: (June 22 - July 22)

»

This week's planetary configuration brings communication,
traveling and meeting new people. You have more faith in

general regarding your career and the direction in which
you are working. Your ideas are higher as teaching may be
part of the picture, and your cultural and spiritual aware-
ness increases this week. Pouring your heart and soul into
your efforts comes naturally now. You would be able to
complete work assignments and personal business this
week with good energy and support. Emotional attachments
and relationships are rewarded with reciprocation. Some

4

interesting people are drawn to you and invite you to work

withthem.

Leo: (July 23 - August 23)

You are expected to be involved in lectures, debates, and

discussions. With your enhanced communication skills you
can convey your ideas powerfully to others, and you may be
invited to speak in front of many people. A new project or

goal begun at this time has a good chance of being success-

ful and long-lasting. A short vacation allows you to enjoy
natural surroundings with a loved one.

Virgo: (August 24 - September 22)

V4

There is perfection and beauty in emotional and personal

|

relationships with your loved one. Mental pursuits, new
learning, and all forms of intellectual activity are favored.
Your ability to concentrate and focus helps you to achieve

what you set out to do. You are more inclined to put your ideas
into action than usual. Good luck in finances and opportunities
is encouraging. Health problems are resolved and your energy
is restored this week.

Libra: (September 23 - October 23)

A business partnership is lucrative and supportive this week.
Good planning and management lead to be more progressive
and productive in professional ventures. Good luck in financial
opportunities is encouraging. You are also likely to form rela-
tionships with people based on a deep level of mutual appre-
ciation and understanding for each other. You are in touch with
your more sensitive and spiritual qualities. You may be divided
about business and professional matters and finally come to
terms with a compromise which might be the best thing to do at
this time. You may take a short break before starting on a new
project to renew your energy.

Scorpio:(October 24 - November 22)

You are able to express a greater level of sensitivity and
sensibility this week. Your personal charm and attractiveness
has a positive effect on your personal and professional rela-
tionships. Responsibilities and commitments may take up more
time than usual this week, so set a target and make a proper
schedule so meet the desired goal. Personal relations are
precious and need to be treated with tender, love and care.
Children look up to you for love and affection. You will be
considerably more productive, healthy, and focused this week.

Sagittarius: (November 23 - December 21)

During this week, elders are supportive and children are loving.
It would be in your favor to make new beginnings and forget all
old wounds, hurts and past patterns. It is best to let go of
negative feelings about relationships and situations gone by.
Your social life is expansive and a variety of people connect
with you. You are stronger and wiser after having gone through
trouble and difficulty. It is time to come back to your inner center
to regain physical strength, mental balance, emotional harmony
and spiritual awareness.

Capricorn: (December 22 - January 20)

Issues of sharing of power and authority with others in personal
and professional relationships come to the fore this week. You
are likely to experience events that highlight the necessity to
share and trust. Events and circumstances are such that you
learn about your own personal strength. You may have to deal
with willfulness and issues of power and competition this week.
You may discover a new direction in your career. Watch out for
jealousies and manipulative behavior of people around. You
could have problems staying calm, cool, and collected at times
this week.

Aquarius: (January 21 - February 18)

You are in touch with dynamic, forceful and assertive energies.
Professional power and authority is vested in you to organize
and achieve important targets and goals. You bring stability and
order in business and professional projects with a dynamic and
assertive approach. Different people from different environments
may attract you. Your warrior like qualities of energy, action,
swiftness, strength and pride come to the fore this week. You
need to value and respect established relationships and busi-
ness partnerships as they stand by you in times of stress and
trouble.

Pisces: (February 19 - March 20)

Itis time to breakthrough restrictions and emotional patterns as
you are ripe and ready for major professional changes. Do not
forget about the long-term commitments while you are dealing
with short-term contracts. Opportunities and invitations from
overseas take you on an unplanned journey. Visitors, friends
and family make this a happy time as an event is celebrated. You
are appreciative and caring as you give total support to loved
ones through a difficult time. You are physically fit and it is
important to keep a handle on and maintain balance in relation-
ships, finances and new business ventures.

Paramedics are crucial

By Ranjan K Baruah

areer in health is not only lim-

ited to doctors as many other

people are associated with the
health sector. If we look at the health
sector then we will find that there are
other professions apart from doctors
or nurses. In this regard one of the im-
portant parts of the healthcare profes-
sion is paramedics or paramedical.

A paramedic works in emergency
medical situations. A paramedic may
be more formally defined as a medi-
cal professional who provides medi-
cal care at an advanced life support
level in the pre-hospital environment,
usually in an emergency, at the point
of illness or injury. They are the key
people who help doctors.

As there has been a boom in the
health industry, so there is more de-
mand for paramedical profession-
als. India is witnessing the phase of
epidemiological change — along
with communicable diseases the
non-communicable diseases are also
showing an increasing bent over the
past few years.

The number of people aged 80
years or more will almost quadruple
between now and 2050. It will lead to
unprecedented and universal growth
in the need for long-term care. For
economic reasons or others there
might be shift in health care and this
will need professionals who can pro-
vide service or care the people.

There are many paramedical
courses at the graduate as well as the
post-graduate level. Apart from de-
gree courses there are also diploma
courses, including PG diploma and
certificate courses.

There are also skill development
training programmes related to some
courses. Some of the courses are like
Bachelor of Occupational Therapy,
Bachelor of Physio / Physical Ther-
apy, Graduation in Audiology and
Speech Therapy, Bachelor courses
in Mental Rehabilitation ), BSc (Ra-
diography ), BSc (Radio Therapy
), BSc /MSc (Nuclear Medicine),
BSc (Medical Technology X-Ray),
Bachelor and Master Degree courses
in Pharmacy, Courses for Opera-
tion Theatres, Medical Laboratory
Technology, Bachelor of Speech,
Language and Hearing (BSLH),
Bachelor of Naturopathy and Yogic
Science, Dental Hygienis, Dental
Mechanics, Diploma In Community
Health, Certified Radiological Assis-
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tant and Radiation Therapy Techni-
cian.

These courses are offered in many
colleges and institutes in different
parts of the country. For some of the
courses, aspirants must have Phys-
ics, Chemistry and Biology at senior
secondary level.

However, certificate courses can
be opt by aspirants coming from any
stream. Apart from government hos-
pitals or dispensaries, aspirants may
get employment in various nursing
homes, hospitals and others. Em-
ployability skills are important to get
jobs or to be employed anywhere in
the world.

Aspirants must look at the cred-
ibility of the institute before taking
admission as all private colleges or
institutes are may not be credible.
We shall publish more information
related to these courses and institutes
in our next edition.

Pexels

According to my experiences I
have seen many students who do not
getadmission into medical or nursing
in good institutes choose the para-
medical courses. In Assam, there are
government medical colleges which
offer different paramedical courses
and the same should be started in
other northeastern states too. | have
interacted with many students of
paramedical courses and found that
there is a challenge when it comes to
government jobs in few states. Stu-
dents must make a good planning
once they take admission in different
paramedical courses.

There are medical colleges and
other institutes under various gov-
ernments that offer various courses
in paramedics.

This is a growing profession, so
one can plan well to step into these
professions. Remuneration would
vary from place to place. But with
experience one can earn more and
can also go abroad if they have ex-
pertise and knowledge.

Some can also start their own eco-
nomic activities by providing health
care to people who are in need. In-
terested people may also work with
nongovernmental organizations
which are working for the health
welfare in various parts of the world
apart from our own region.

(The author is a career mentor,
skill trainer and motivational speak-
er and can be reached at bkranjan@

gmail.com or 8473943734 for any
career related queries)
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NPP gainsnational party status
IT isamatter of pridefor the North Eastern Region
that the National Peoples Party (NPP) founded by
Late PA Sangmain 2013 when hedecided to contest
the Presidential electionshasnow been granted the
statusof anationa party. Ever sinceitsformationthe
NPP had stated upfront that it would be an ally of
the BJP. The NPPisthefirst party fromthe North
Eastern Region to be given this status after it had
fulfilled thecriterion aslaid downin Para6(B) (iii) of
the Representation of Peoples Act. A palitical party
becomesdligibleto berecognised asanationd party
if it haswon 2 per cent of seetsin Lok Sabhafrom at
least threedifferent Satesinthelatest generd eection;
orinal ok Sabhaor Assembly eectionit haspolled
6 per cent of thetotal valid votesin at least four ates,
inaddition towinning four Lok Sabhaseats; or if it
has been recognised asastate party in at |east four
states. The NPP, recognized in four states of the
region isallotted the ‘Book’ symbol which it had
chosen at the time of launching the Party. Party
President and Meghaaya Chief Minister, Conrad K
Sangmahasreasonsto feel elated. He hasworked
very hard to take the Party to Manipur, Nagaland,
Mizoram and even distant Rgjasthan. Recently the
Party put up 5 Lok Sabha candidates in Assam,
althoughthey failed to win any seat there. The NPP
won only the Turaseat from Meghalaya. But that is
no setback for the Party.

Therearemany reasonswhy politica partieswant
recognition asanationd party. Firstly, it ensuresthat
the election symbol of that party can't be used by
any other political party in polls across India. A
recognized 'National' party requires only one
proposer to filenomination. Thenit can haveupto
40 star campaignerswhile others can have only up
to 20 star campaigners. Theexpenditureincurred on
travelling and other expensesof star campaignersis
not included in the el ection expenditure of the party
candidate. Perhapswhat providesthe cutting edge
toa‘National’ party isthat it getsthetime slot on
national and statetelevisionand radioto addressthe
peopleand convey their messageto thevoting public.
However, thislast clauseiswhy dl political parties
want the‘National’ tag. The party receivesland or
building from the government to establishits party
office. Thissavesalot of expenseson rentals etc.
Every party wantsto saveexpensesoninfrastructure.
It wants to spend every penny on wooing voters.
Henceforth the NPP is expected to play aleading
rolein establishing astrong presencefor theregion
inthenational capital.

Changing the narrative
for a better world

The story that is
common to al of usis that
humans are unique beings
and they have placed
themselves at the pinnacle
of creation. Humans were
meant to be the masters, to
lord it over al creation. And
oh my word! Aren't
humans the worst masters?
We are the favourite
children of God while his
others creations are inferior
to us and they were created
for us. We believe that we
have been assigned this
job by God the mystery of
which is infinite but
unfortunately the resources
of the earth He made are
finite. We have not only
exhausted all the earth’s
resources but we have also
burned down our own
houses in the process.

Of the Homo species,
which include Homo-
erectus, Homo-
Neanderthal, Denisovan
and others, Homo sapiens
which have narrowly
escaped extinction are the
only species that have
survived till date. We were
almost extinct like our
cousins and yet we have
flourished and multiplied at
an alarming rate and we
have dominated and filled
the world with the likes of
us. Homo sapiens have
colonised every corner of
the world and reached
every part of the globe,
greedy for her resources
and used it to the hilt. In
the process we have
cleared forests, levelled
hills and we have modified
about half of the land
surface of the earth. We
have destroyed birds and
animal habitats and have
also caused soil erosion
and killed coral reedsin the
ocean.

We are consuming
160,000,000 million litres of
oil every day and by doing
so, increased our carbon
footprints on the Earth. In
his march to progress, man
had emitted harmful gases
to the atmosphere and it is
said that more than half of
the carbon dioxide added to
the atmosphere from
burning of fossil fuel was
emitted in the last 30 years.
In fact there is more
emission in the last 30 years
than in the centuries and
the millennia before. We are
not only responsible for
green house gas emission
which has caused serious
global warming but we have
also polluted our water
bodies, land and air. This

By H H Mohrmen

pollution is the result of
our different activities
which include mining,
industries and
indiscriminate use of
pesticides in intensive
farming.

Humans are also
responsible for species
extinction. It is said that by
2050 humans will wipe out
30-50% of earth species.
Studies have also found
that insects are in a serious
decline and most of them
could die out by the end of
the century. And if insects
die, then humans will also
follow suit, because
without insects there is no
pollination and recycling of
nutrients in the soil will
stop. Soil which is the
major food source for most
of the creatures will also die
and when soil dies, humans
will not be far behind. The
author of arecent report on
insects worldwide
concluded: “If insect
species losses cannot be
halted, this will have
catastrophic
consequences for the
planet’s ecosystem and for
the survival of
humankind.”

Still humans continue to
deny that this is happening
and carry on with their
activities. And now the
major by-product is waste
which we don’t know what
to do with and we continue
to dump 8 million tonnes of
plastics into the ocean
every year. In April 2019
more than 48 pounds of
plastic, including
disposable dishes, a
corrugated tube, shopping
bags and a detergent
package with its bar code
still visible, were found
inside a dead sperm whale
in Italy, the World Wildlife
Fund said in one of its
report. The whale, a young
female, washed ashore in
Porto Cervo, a seaside
resort in the north of the
Italian island of Sardinia.
Earlier similar news where
whales washed to the
shore were reported from
Indonesia, Philippines and
Spain and inside the
whale's stomach huge
amounts of plastics was
recovered. And we
continue to dump waste
and million tons of plastic
into the ocean every year.

We are in a serious
problem now and if this is
not a crisis then what is?

This crisis is caused by
humans and only humans
can solve it. But how can
we stop this crisis? It is not
as easy as pulling the brakes
or engaging the reverse
gear of a vehicle, but by
doing one simple thing and
that is by changing the
story. The need of the hour
is to change the narrative.

We have seen where the
man-centric story takes us;
the story where man was
placed at the centre of the
creation has not only taken
us on a slippery path in a
journey to kingdom come,
but we have almost reached
the destination. It is time to
change the narrative that
put man as lord of all
creation because he had
failed in his duty in the first
place. It is time for humans
to get down to their rightful
place where they are
equivalent to all creations
and to understand that we
are interdependent on each
other. Humans are but a
small part of creation and a
tiny speck in the universe
and humans are mortal
beings.

The story of humans has
to be rewritten and the truth
be told that the Universe,
the solar system and
humans do not have
separate stories but are part
of one story. That story is
that man is not the master
or thelord of all creation and
that, in fact heis but a small
part of the entire creation.
And like all creation he is
part of stardust which came
from the Big Bang and will
one day die, disintegrate,
consumed by bacteria,
become part of the soil and
grow as a plant again. This
new story is much more
fascinating, it is
scientifically true and it is
more convincing than the
story we already know,
because it is not only the
story about man and the
world but of the entire
Universe.

It is estimated that the
Universe is about 14 or to
be precise 13.772 billion
years old which means that
from Big Bang till today itis
approximately 14 billion
years. And it isalso said that
during most of this time the
Universe was lifeless and in
chaos. It was only in about
5 billion years ago that the
solar system began to form
and modern humans have
only evolved in the last

200,000 years ago. And this
human civilisation as we
know it is only 6000 years
old and industrial
revolution which has
changed the world is only
200 years old. The
revolutions which work to
satisfy the insatiable
demon inside man, called
greed is only 200 years old,
but look at the damage that
we have done.

We have to change our
views of ourselves as the
pinnacle of creation, the
centre of the universe or a
unique creation, because
this is not only destroying
the earth and eliminating
other species, but it is
killing us too. We are no
extraordinary creatures but
same and equal creations
with animals and plants
and in fact we are animals
like any other animal. Yet
some people still find it
difficult to accept that the
human race evolved from a
common ancestor with
chimpanzees which is an
endangered species. Mind
you we Homo sapiens are
not much different from
chimpanzees with which
we share 99% of our DNA
and if they are on the verge
of extinction, why not us?

Recently in one of the
All India Radio programs
which was produced by the
North East Service,
Shillong, the moderator of
the program raised a very
pertinent point which |
never thought of before. If
I am to rephrase the
question she asked, it was
something like, ‘why worry,
we are going to die
anyway? Yes, our Homo
species cousins, the Home
erectus, Homo-
Neanderthal, Denisovan
and others have become
extinct from the face of the
earth, but like the old Native
American saying goes,
“We do not inherit this
earth from our parents; we
only borrow it from our
children.” Hence as much
as we can, we want to
handover a good if not a
better earth to its rightful
owners - our children.

To do that we need to
get down to the ground
and understand that we are
no different, not even from
the tiny parasites that we
cannot see with our naked
eye. We need to get down
from our high horses and
be humble. We need to
change the narrative.

TOTHE EDITOR

1 \M/I This statement of Modi

M Od_l wIns has truly subdued the
cynical attitude of the

hea'rtSIn Kera]a majority of the Keralites
Editor, towards Modi. He has been

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has surprised every
Keralite by paying a visit to
Kerala and offering
Thulabharam at Guruvayoor
Sree Krishna temple even

able to positively transform
the mindset of the people
towards him. It is little
wonder that people have
started liking him. Wonders
will never cease!

though the state had not Yours etc.,
given a single seat to the BJP T K Nandanan,
in the recently held general Kochi-15
election. Addressing the

* Abhinandan Sabha’ i

organized by the BJP at the BIOdegr adable
temple town of Guruvayoor I

on Saturday, Modi lamented Sa_nltary pads
that the ruling LDF Editor,

government had taken a  Through the esteemed
decision not to be a part of columns of your
the mega scheme introduced newspaper, | want to

express my deep feelings
and convey the message to
al  women to use
Biodegradable Sanitary
Pads. Menstrual Hygiene is
a subject that is not openly
spoken of in India. This
communication gap has
caused substantial danger
to the health of women and
the environment. Sanitary
pads prevent the skin from
breathing, so they can
irritate  the skin or
deteriorate into vaginitis, if
used constantly. Tampons
should not be kept in the
body longer than 8 hours
because they can cause
TTS (Toxic  Shock
Syndrome).

Statistics show that a
woman uses around 16,000
sanitary pads throughout
her lifetime. Those 16,000
hygiene products, full of
chemicals, plastics, SAP,
polymers, perfumes and
other synthetic
compounds, are buried in

by his government to help the
poor in their health
conditions. It may be
pertinent to note that the poor
in this country have to sell
their houses, land etc., to pay
off their huge medical
treatment expenses once they
are admitted to hospitals. The
NDA government introduced
Ayushman Bharat to end
such sufferings of the poor
patients and their families.
Referring to the recent
elections, the Prime Minister
said that people might ask
why he went to Kerala even
though there was not a single
NDA MP in Lok Sabha from
the state. He further said, “To
those people asking such
queries, | will say that there
are people who have helped
us win and those who could
not help us win. But, | am the
Prime Minister for 1.3 hillion
Indians and their well-being
and welfare is my
responsibility.”

the dumps of the world and
take several centuries to
decompose. In India, over a
billion of these non-
degradable sanitary pads
clog landfills, water bodies
and sewage systems every

year. This is because
synthetic pads are made of
90% plastic and are

bleached with chlorine. That
explains why the level of
trash in India is on the rise.
The disposable sanitary
napkins are made of mainly

plastic and synthetic
chemical components.
These are not only

hazardous to health but also
to the environment as an
average sanitary pad after
disposal would stay in the
environment for 500 years
before it starts to degrade.

To make the disposal of
sanitary napkins within a
limited time period, initiative
has already been taken by V
Ramachandran, an
electronic engineer from 11T
Madras. He has developed
a sanitary napkin incinerator
that can burn soiled pads
into ashes within few
minutes. The leftover waste
generated from the
incinerator can either be
used as a manure for plants
or can be flushed out. In
order to find alternative and
environment friendly
options, women from a
village in Goa have started
an initiative to manufacture
and sell hygienic
biodegradable sanitary pads
under the brand name
‘Sakhi’  bio-degradable
sanitary pads. These pads
are mainly made of pine
wood paper. When buried in
mud, the pad gets degraded
within eight days.

Many educated women
in India, in a bid to
overcome this pollution,
have already started using
green biodegradable pads.
The products are made
using natural raw materials
that are far less damaging
to the environment. Not all
women are comfortable
switching from one type of
sanitary pad to another.
However, because the
country is now promoting
eco-conscious
biodegradable pads, they
have become a choice. One
such great option is
Heyday pads made from
natural plant-based fibres
of corn and bamboo.
Heyday customers have
loved the experience
because these pads look
and function exactly like a
regular sanitary napkin but
feel extremely soft and
comfortable on the
sensitive vaginal skin.

Biodegradable sanitary
napkins are a new
invention in the personal
hygiene space that aims to
transform women’s periods
by protecting their health
and also helping the
environment we live in. Let
Us All Embrace to adopt
Biodegradable Sanitary
Peads In India.

Yours etc.,
Pinaki Nandy,
Viaemail

On environment
and other things

Editor,

Apropos Salil Gewali's,
"Why the unwarranted
anger?'(ST June 6, 2019)
the counter question to

this writer is why the
unwarranted anger exposed
in this paper with a
worldwide readership when
the writer was incensed
with BSNL? Who gave him
the moral right to call the
officer a great man and to
expose the name of the
employee working under
the officer? My sincere
request to the newspaper is
not to allow space for
individuals to express their
anger.

Now let me turn to the
environment.

The letter to the editor,
"Environmental disaster
awaits Shillong" (ST May
30, 2019) by Haven S
Lyngdoh and the op-ed
piece by HH Mohrmen,
"Million trees and more...."
(ST June 3, 2019, and the
third by KL Tariang
"Meghalaya's endangered
water resources’ (St June
5, 2019)provide three very
thought provoking
readings. When our joyous
students with placards in
hand were all hyped up by
a sudden love for
environment, | was reading
all the write- ups in one
stroke. It appliesto all of us
that we cannot have our
cake and eat it too. Thefirst
two write-ups are
contradictory to one
another. From planting one
million trees to hold water
after twenty years to the
other which speaks about
pine trees on the slopes of
the plateau overlooking
Shillong to be soon felled
for making a road. The
presence of those pine trees
has helped to provide water
to one third of Shillong.

There is one fact we ought
to remember. Man can
survive traffic jams for
decades but he cannot live
without water for three
days. We had suffered
enough of traffic jam in the
90's, when overloaded coal
trucks struggling to
overcome the Puriang
gradient and Sohryngkham
were stuck, thereby
causing massive jams.
People from Bordoloi
Trophy reached Jowai
when the East Bengal
players are aready in their
offices.

On KL Tariang's write-
up, we are now hapless. A
fortnight ago BBC referring
to climate change had
revealed the nexus
between government and
timber lobbyists in the
Amazon. Forest cover of
the size of one hundred
and sixty football grounds
was destroyed in one
minute. Luckily for forest
dwellers they have
judicious and very strong
activists with legal experts
to back them. The acidic
water in the coal belts of
East Jaintia Hills has not
been taken care of so far.
Will the algae treatment
plant make a cup of water
affordable for the poor? In
oil producing countries
water is twenty times
costlier than petrol but the
people are multi-
billionaires. The question
right now is, "Where are
the environmentalists to
hear H. Lyngdoh's plea?’

Yours etc.,
M. Khyriem,
Viaemail

Second Modi govt isyet Slent onitsvision

Women
unemployment crisis
accentuating fast

By B. Sivaraman

A massive mandate is no
license for indifference or
callousness in governance
towards social crises, like the
unprecedented labour force
participation crisis haunting
Indian women. The next one
month in the run-up to the
presentation of the full
budget on 5 July by Ms.
Nirmala Sitaraman would
have to show whether this
message has sunk in with the
Modi Government 2.0.

The work-life crisis being
faced by Indian women is
multifaceted. At one level,
their share in the labour force
is alarmingly declining. Even
among those one-quarter of
women who come into the
labour force, a very high
share is facing
unemployment and women
are not getting jobs though
they are ready to work. Even
among those women who are
already working, the number
of those who suffer job
losses is historically
unparaleled. In short, it is an
al-round crisis of women's
work-life,

Women dropping out of
the labour force is nothing
new but in recent years it has
reached the level of a socia
emergency. Over the last
couple of years, many
international agencies, think
tanks, corporate research
agencies, reputed academic
centres and leading media
houses have been warning
about the intensifying
employment crisis of Indian
women. It was as early asin
April 2017, that aWorld Bank
Policy Research Working
paper titled ‘ Precarious Drop’
had raised an alarm. Based on
NSSO reports and the
Census reports, the report
stated that, “female labour
force participation in India
dropped by 19.6 million
women from 2004-05 to
2011-12. Participation
declined by 11.4 percent,
from 42.6 to 31.2 percent
during 1993-94 to 2011-12.
Approximately 53 per cent of
this drop occurred in rural
India, among those ages 15
to 24 years’.

In just eight years two
crore women dropping out of
employment is no joke! Any
government should have
acted on a war-footing to
reverse the trend. But Modi
government, which took
office in May 2014, didn’t
even acknowledge the
problem, leave alone acting
upon it. So the female labour
force participation further
had a free fall during the 5
years of Modi’s first term to
hit a historic low of 27 per
cent in 2018.

These studies were
followed by a spate of reports
from reputed think tanks and
research centres like Oxfam,
autonomous research
institutions like Azim Premiji
University, ICRIER, NCAER,
LSE, and even UN agencies
like UNDP and UN Women,
which were equally shocking.
But there was absolute
silence on this from one
source: the M odi
government!

Modi now boasts of
appointing India's first
woman finance minister but
neither Modi nor Nirmala has
opened their mouths on the
crisis of Indian women yet.
The BJP Election Manifesto
declared that, “We would
formulate a comprehensive

‘Women in Workforce’
roadmap focused on
dramatically increasing the
female workforce

participation rate over the
next fiveyears. Will they walk
their talk? Why they are not
able to come up with any
specific proposal ?

During the election
campaign cacophony, the
multiple warnings by
numerous specialised
agencies could have been
lost in the din. In the election
year itself, the CMIE, based
on its surveys, showed that
inasingle year of 2018 alone
women lost 8.8 million jobs—
6.5 million in rural India and

2.3 million in urban India
Why not introduce a job-
lossallowance of 80 per cent
of the last drawn wages
three years for workers who
lose their jobs as being
practiced in many countries
in the West?

According to the NSSO
PLFS report, which Modi
tried to suppress before
elections but now forced to
release  without any
change, among women
who had completed
secondary school
education, the
unemployment rate had
shot up from 9.7 per cent in
2011-2012 to 17.3 per cent
in 2017-2018 among rura
women and for urban
women from 4.0 per cent to
19.8 per cent. Perhaps, the
Modi magic can only win
elections but it is helpless
in increasing job
opportunities for women!

Now the Global
corporate consultancy firm
McKinsey has come up
with another alarming
report in June this year that
upto 12 million Indian
women might lose jobs in
India due to automation in
both tech industry as well
as in manufacturing by
2030. What contingency
plans does Modi have to
cushion this catastrophic
tech impact on women?

Child care burden is
mainly responsible for
many women leaving the
workforce and so also are
security concerns. Why
not declare a working

women’s hostel and a
créche for every
panchayat?

The 2017 Maternity
Benefit Act wastoo late and
too little to address the
problem of women giving
up jobs due to childbirth
and child care. It was
supposed to cover only 8
per cent of the Indian
organised sector workforce
and left out 92 per cent of
the unorganised and
informal workers. Why not
transfer Rs. 60,000 to the
bank account of every
unorganised sector
working woman who has
delivered a child as the
equivalent of six month
wages?

Commuting is a severe
problem for working women
and school girls. Nitish
Kumar followed
Jayalalithaa’s model of
giving free bicycles to
school girls and drastically
brought down drop-out
rate among school girls. But
the BJP which was
thumping its chest for
ruling 15 States in India
failed to extend the
successful experiment of
their own aly in other BJP-
ruled States. Recently,
Delhi government of
Arvind Kejriwal allowed
free travel for women in
Delhi Metro and bus
services, which was a very
radical move to increase
work participation of
women. But instead of
emulating the move in the
States ruled by them, the
BJP could only ridicule the
move as vote-catching
exercise.

The Congress-led State
government in Karnataka
first declared in December
2018 that girls in the State
would get free education in
government educational

institutions upto
postgraduate level and
then the Rajasthan

government followed suit in
January this year, and since
then Punjab government
has also made a similar
announcement. Despite
Modi’s high-flown Beti
Padao! slogan, why are the
BJP-led State governments
not coming forward to
emulate this and even
declare that they would
bear the educational cost
for girls even if they study
in private schools? Sadly,
when it comes to women’s
welfare, even the usual
jumlas of Modi are missing!
(IPA Service)
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Maldivesand more

INDIA'S outreach to nations near and far in the
Modi-led NDA's second term has begun. Prime
Minister NarendraM odi wasin Maldives Saturday,
followed by atrip to Sri Lanka. He aimsto take
mattersforward with other visitstoo. Intermsof for-
eignrelations, thesearenot excellent timesfor India
Chinawithitsgrowing economic mightisluckierin
termsof resourcestowoo small nationsinitsneigh-
bourhood. Therearelimitsto what Indiacan offer
neighboursboth interms of economic support and
military muscle. Thisreadlity must beacknowledged
vis-a-visour future engagementsaswell.

Chinahasbig plansfor theregion and beyondin
spreadingitsinfluence. Sri Lanka, which had prob-
lemswith Indiainrelation to the LTTE, distanced
itself from New Delhi and edged closer to Chinain
recent decades. Myanmar has always been closer
to China, beit under military dictatorship or under
thedemocratic rulethat followed. Indiasclosest dly,
Bangladesh, remains as atrusted friend, and this
could continueaslong as Sheikh Has naremainsat
thehelmthere. Still, Chinacamefrombehindandis
extending economic and infrasupport toit. Nepal,
whichwasvery closeto Indiauntil the palace coup
and exit of King Birendra, isnow keen on strength-
eningitslineswith China. EvenAfghanistan, another
closelndian aly, can now be counted on for asso-

ciation only to alimited extent since Chinakeepsa

keeneyeonitaswell.

Pekistan, asiswell-known, isahard nut to crack
and Kashmir isonly anexcusefor it totarget Indiain
multipleways- with strong Chinesesupport of course.
PM Modi'svisittothe Maldivesat thevery start of
hissecond inningsshowstheimportancehisgovern-
ment attachesto regional ties. There, too, Pakistan
isworking from behind fundamentalist forcesto
wesanit away from Indiabut therecent electionsand
other political developmentsthere poured cold wa
ter on such Pakistani and Chinese hopes.

Closer association with the USisthe acceptable
way forward for Indiaand thisshould help evenin
building regiond ties. Thefirs Modi government could
not take mattersforward in significant waysthough
Indiastieswith the US and the West showed some
improvement. Diplomacy isno easy job. Modi did
make an effort and succeeded to an extent. Hissec-
ond term should see better timesfor Indiainterms

of diplomacy.

Circa2 June, Aligarh UP:
A two-and-a-half year old
girl's maggots infested mu-
tilated body is found in a
garbage dump three days
after her murder. The cause
for this barbaric act? The
cul prits were asked to repay
a Rs 10,000 loan to her
grandfather so they killed
his granddaughter. Worse,
the police failed to register
a case resulting in five po-
licemen being suspended
after a huge national public
outcry.

Circa 6 June, Latehar
Jharkhand: A 65-year old
man starves to death be-
cause he has not eaten for 4
days as his family did not
receive ration for the last
three months because the
biometric machine was not
working. In neighbouring
Orissa a family of six have
died of malnourishment and
another family of eight in
UP. Raising serious ques-
tions about the nature of
Indids welfare state today.

Circa 7 June, Akola
Maharashtra: Old and
young people are forced to
walk miles to dig pits and
wait for three hours to fill
one pot of clean drinking
water. Whereby, their daily
battle to quench their thirst
is alosing one as H20 is
scarcer than gold. In
Madhya Pradesh the police
are busy escorting water
tankers to ensure riots do
not break.

The anger and indigna-
tion coursing through the
streets of India is palpable.
Alas, nothing has changed
in Mera Desh Mahan. Daily
newspapers scream of ab-
ject poverty, starvation
deaths, harassment by po-
lice, fights over water or
bullied over morsels of
food. The less said of our
leaders, policemen and bu-
reaucrats, the better. All
stand mute testimony to a
callous, heartless and self-
ish Administration bereft of
cure and consolation. Col-
lectively selling their souls
for the magnificence of
propaganda as the aam
aadmi translates only into
mere sterile statistics to be
manipulated at will.

Raising a moot point:
Where is my India going?
Most important, where are
our leaderstaking it? To hell
it seems. What worries one
is that these brutalities have
not stirred our netas con-
scious. Will they wish it
away as a bad dream? An
issue which will dieits natu-
ral death within days? Does
anyone really care?

Not at al, given brutality
and bestiality, arrogance
and 'l-am-the-law" attitude
have become synonymous
with the police. Any won-
der they go by the acronym
Policewala Goonda. Thanks
to Government's criminal
casualness --- kaam chalao

My careless India

Woh mar gaya, toh?

By Poonam | Kaushish

and babudom'’s choord yaar
attitude. Arguably, do we
still have rule of law? When
did we become a morally
corrupt and sick society
that murders and rapes chil-
dren and women?

IsBrand India aware that
nearly 195.9 million Asli
Bharat Indians go to sleep
on empty stomachs, over

grimly forecasts water de-
mand will betwicethe present
supply and India could lose
up to 6% of its GDP.

And yet our jan sevaks
continue to live in 5 acres
lush bungalows in Lutyens
Delhi and grow wheat and
vegetables to feast on. All at
the tax payers expense. Ques-
tionably, does it make any

Circa 7 June, Akola Maharashtra:
Old and young people are forced to
walk miles to dig pits and wait for
three hours to fill one pot of clean
drinking water. Whereby, their
daily battle to quench their
thirst is a losing one as
H20 is scarcer than gold.

700 million living below the
poverty line, 3,000 children
die of malnutrition every
day, 14.9% of our popula-
tion is undernourished and
nearly one million dying
every year due to inad-
equate healthcare facilities
despite economic growth,
Right to Food For All Act
and India being the world's
sixth-largest economy. So
how does the Government
intend ensuring basic food

sense that our Rashtrapati
should live in a 350-bedroom
mansion in luxuriant sprawl-
ing 300 acres Rashtrapati
Bhawan boasting a 9-hole
golf course, swimming pool,
tennis courts etc even as the
aam aadmi grovels for a
tarpauline to keep his and his
family's body and soul to-
gether. Why do our leaders
need these ersatz trappings
when the world's most pow-
erful leader the US President

The anger and indignation coursing
through the streets of India is palpa-
ble. Alas, nothing has changed in
Mera Desh Mahan. Daily newspapers
scream of abject poverty, starvation
deaths, harassment by police,
fights over water or bullied
over morsels of food.

for all and building on hu-
man capital? How long will
the political posturing con-
tinue instead of a serious
debate on hunger? Which
neta will take the lead to
ensure that nobody else
dies of hunger?

This is not all. Over
43.4% of the country is al-
ready reeling under
drought. Twenty-one cities
including Delhi, Bengaluru,
Chennai and Hyderabad
will run out of ground wa-
ter by 2020 affecting 60
crores people and 11 river
basins including Ganga will
be water deficit by 2025,
threatening over a billion
lives with the challenge get-
ting graver by 2050 as de-
mand rise to 1,180 million
cubic metres, 1.65 times the
current levels even as fresh
water resources dwindle. A
June 2018 Niti Ayog report

resides in a one acre White
House. Can our poor coun-
try justify this rich extrava-
gant waste?

The Government's an-
swer? Create a monolith Jal
Shakti Ministry which is the
amalgamation of Ministries of
Water Resources, River De-
velopment, Ganga Rejuvena-
tion, Sanitation and Drinking
water. Look skywardsto ward
off the crisis while the Tamil
Nadu Government has or-
dered all temples to hold
yagnas to appease the rain
Gods to cope with the water
shortage, Madhya Pradesh is
mulling a'Right to Water' leg-
islation to ensure adequate
water for every person and
residents of Rgjasthan's Thar
desert areforking out Rs 2,500
to buy 2,500 litres of water
which they share with their
cattle.

Add to this, water levels
have fallen 21.5% in the last

decade and by next year
Indiawill be categorized as
"water stressed." India
has 18% of the world's
population but only 4%
usable water, wastes more
than it produces and
spends billions on inane
projects instead of focus-
ing on water conservation.
Alongside, air pollution
causes 12.5% of all deaths
and 1 lakh children below
5 years die from air pollu-
tion every year according
to the State of India's En-
vironment Report.

For those who enjoy
the ruinous events unfold-
ing, there is some good
news! The end of the trag-
edy is nowhere in sight.
The bad news? It's simply
a system's failure! They
collectively coo. Who
failed the system? Not the
politician, bureaucrat or
police. All point accusing
fingers at each other. Nev-
ertheless, everyone agrees
there is something rotten
in the State of Denmark!
And we call ourselves a
civilised society!

The worst thing is no-
body seems to care. The
middle class has too many
problems of its own to be
bothered about the poor.
The poor are getting an-
grier and desperate; the
rich, as always, don't care.
For a while now, 'feel-
good' has been the holy
grail of media and Estab-
lishment. It's amost a na-
tional conspiracy, let's ig-
nore the warts and bad
things, focus only on
those glitzy speeches and
idolise success.

However, these recent
incidents make it impera-
tive that we rethink how
we want to shape New In-
dia. Tough times call for
tough action. A revolution-
ary change is needed. Our
leaders need to end their
reckless drift offering pies
in the sky. Pragmatic com-
petence and out-of-the-
box thinking is the need of
the hour. Establish close
links between policy, re-
search and service with
the aam aadmi at the cen-
tre of development.

One needs neither a
bleeding heart nor blind-
ness to know what should
be done. It only holds out
promises of more misery,
more wrenching news bul-
letins and more cries for
the Government to act.
Zabaani jama khurch will
not apply balm on scarred
souls ravaged by malnour-
ished stomachs. After all,
life is not about collating
numbers, but flesh and
blood with beating hearts.
The time is far gone to
play the pied piper, just let
them bleed and aver; its
only life, stupid! ---- INFA

TO THE EDITOR

What'swrong
must be exposed

Editor,

Salil Gewali is an accom-
plished and extremely
knowledgeable  writer.
Whatever he wrote about
the unprofessional func-
tioning of BSNL is not un-
true. He said nothing
wrong; every consumer of
BSNL knows it. Also, | feel
that, there is nothing wrong
if a writer exploits the op-
portunity to use the word
'great’ for someone. In a de-
mocracy he has the right to
do so. Of course, Gewali
should not have exposed
the name of the employee.
But | think that cannot be a
big issue because his pri-
mary objective was to bring
out the inefficiencies of
BSNL for which the public
are suffering. Gewali's
write-ups on the wrong-do-
ings of Mamata Banerjee are
also nothing new or iso-
lated. The people of India
are not unaware of it. | per-
sonally feel that it is useless
now to write anything
about the likes of Mamata
because most of them al-
ready got what they really
deserved. The will of God
shall prevail. It cannot be
defeated by intimidation or
deceit.

Yours etc.,
PS Gupta,

Viaemall
Of
shortsighted
ideas

Editor,

With the arrival of the
monsoons to our hills,
the water crisis may be
solved. Let us view this
crisis from a long term
perspective and look at
the whole year instead of
just the monsoons. With
the arrival of the rains the
oil film would temporar-
ily disappear. The Wah
Umkhrah with its catch-
ment areas and banks de-
stroyed by human settle-
ments, and the new pro-
posal to fell trees on the
slopes of the Shillong
plateau for building
roads are examples of a
lack of vision. As far as
the Umkhrah River is
concerned, where ve-
hicular waste has ex-
ceeded the water, it has
reached a point of no re-
turn. It now remains to be
seen how we address the
more serious one of fell-
ing trees on the Laitkor
slopes. Are we fully con-
vinced that this road will

not result in drying up of
the catchment that sup-
plies water to Shillong? Is
alleviating traffic snarls
more precious than water?
We had experienced
enough of traffic jams at
Puriang and Sohryngkham
when "load as much as you
can," was the economic
doctrine of the 80's to
2000.

Now coming to another
crisis - that of shortage of
beef in the market - we can-
not replace beef with any-
thing else. For beef eaters
it's also the cheapest meat
and the only item for many
poor people like us. The
few exceptions of people
who stay away from beef
do so for medical reasons.
With the Indo-Bangladesh
border notoriously porous
and with our neighbours
on the other side being the
largest consumers of beef,
the only item left for usis
Nutrela. Mushrooms, even
if identified as edible are
not available in plenty. We
have sadly missed the bus,
when lakhs of our unem-
ployed youth were not as-
sisted to rear cattle. Now
it's too late.

Let us pray that the
beef crisis would soon be
over. Let us realize one
startling fact which is that
we should enjoy beef as

much as possible for with
atelescopic political view
of our landscape the fu-
ture of beef asafood item
in our beloved State is
very grim indeed.

Yours etc.,
M. Khyriem,
Viae-mail

Learningto
valuewater

Editor,

The much-awaited
Southwest Monsoon hit
Kerala state on Sunday
afternoon after initial hic-
cups with the low pres-
sure formed in the
Lakshadweep area ad-
vancing northwest side.
The state had been expe-
riencing unbearable heat
for the last few months
though moderate pre-
monsoon showers gave
some relief too. But else-
where in the country, the
heat waveis claiming pre-
cious lives as the tem-
perature has gone up un-
bearably.

The most important
issue the nation faces
now is non-availability of
fresh water throughout
the year in the country
and the government is

still clueless as to how to
harness rainwater in a big
way during abundant rainy
period. Another disheart-
ening aspect about the
people's growing fad that
comes in the way of har-
nessing rain-water is that
they cover the compound
of their house with con-
crete/tiles. This prevents
rain water from seeping in
to the soil, hence the earth
ceases to receive fresh wa-
ter and the depletion of
water saved inside the soil
will lead to drought.

Herein Keralatoo rain-
water goes waste like wa-
ter off a duck's back in a
literal sense during the
Monsoon period. Perhaps,
the abundant availability
of rain without fail during
the Monsoons may not
have taught Keralites to
harness nature's freshest
water to the hilt. Just as a
burnt child dreads the fire,
Kerala has to face an acute
shortage of fresh water,
which will only teach the
authorities to run for tak-
ing steps to harness rain
water.

Preserving abundant
rain-water during the
Monsson season must be
made mandatory with the
government's implement-
ing its plans. A required

number of artificial
ponds must be con-
structed in each village
with afforestation of
trees surrounding the
ponds. This will prevent
the water from evaporat-
ing easily.

With central India be-
coming too hot and the
condition of water scar-
city reaching its zenith,
people are very much
distressed. But the on-
set of Monsoon in
Kerala gives them hope
too as the rainy clouds
would march towards
central India very soon
and start raining there
very shortly. As the win-
ter retires, surely the
spring cannot tarry any
more. It must step in. So,
the people in distress
due to hot weather can
surely embrace the rain
as it ison its way.

Yours etc.,
TK Nandanan
Viaemall

L etters to the Editor
must have the full name,
address and contact
number of thewriter, even
if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the
requisite details will be
published.

Rampant Cartelisation distoring

market, cheating consumers

Timefor competition
commissontoact
randomly

By Nantoo Banerjee

Highways, Road Trans-
port and MSME Minister
Nitin Gadkari is absolutely
right to slam cement manu-
facturers for raising ce-
ment prices at will. Input
costs have not increased,
yet cement prices are ris-
ing. "The cement manufac-
turers seem to be moving
like a cartel," the minister
said, adding that "it is an
exploitation of the poor."
Gadkari's outburst in the
open is understandable.
Higher prices of cement is
affecting not only the
country's highway con-
struction projects, but also
affordable homes for the
poor. The cost of a 50-kg-
bag cement has increased
from Rs. 270 to Rs. 400 in
the last two months.

The Builders' Associa-
tion of India and National
Highway Builders' Federa-
tion - both large consumer
lobby groups - have
sought the government's
intervention. Cement
prices typically go up be-
fore monsoon and soften
briefly in the rainy season
when construction works
slow down. Even the rat-
ing agency, ICRA, noted
that in March, cement
prices were increased by
Rs.15-75 per bag in key
markets, followed by an
another hike by Rs. 60-70
in April and May. This is
unbelievable. And, one
wonders what the govern-
ment watchdogs, including
the Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCl), are do-
ing to prevent the
oligopolistic market behav-
iour of cement manufactur-
ers to protect consumers?

India is the world's sec-
ond largest cement pro-
ducer, after China. Other
top global cement manu-
facturers include the USA
and Russia. India's total
cement production capac-
ity was 502 million tonnes
per year (mtpa) as of last
year. Almost all major ce-
ment companies are ex-
panding their capacity. As
aresult, India's cement ca-
pacity is expected to tough
550 million tonnes by the
end of next year. Of the to-
tal capacity, 98 percent lies
with the private sector and
the rest with the public sec-
tor. Among the major manu-
facturers are: the Aditya
Birlagroup's UltraTech Ce-
ment, Shree Cements,
Lafarge Holcim-controlled
Ambuja Cements, ACC,
Binani Cement, Ramco,
OCL India, Birla Corp, JK
Cement and India Cement.
UltraTech Cement is the
country's largest and
amongst the world's top
cement manufacturers. The
company also has the pres-
ence in five countries. The
total operation includes 11
integrated plants, one
white cement plant, one
clinkerisation plant, 15
grinding units, two rail and
three coastal terminals, and
101 ready mix concrete
(RMC) plants. UltraTech is
the country's largest
clinker exporter.

However, it would be
wrong to think that only
cement manufacturers are
freely indulging in cartel
like operations in the coun-
try, distorting the market
and hurting big as well as
small consumers. The
cartelisation trend among
packaged and branded
goods manufacturers -
from biscuits to automotive
tyre, telecom and even life
saving drugs - has gripped
the entire market, right un-
der the eyes of the so-
called government regula-
tors. While small consum-
ers suffer, the authorities
seem to be the least con-
cerned. In the United
States, a total of 44 states
got together last month to
file a lawsuit against as
many as 20 global pharma-
ceutical companies, includ-
ing seven Indian firms, for
engaging in illegal con-

spiracies to stifle competi-
tion for generic drugs and
illegal profiteering in over
100 different drugs.

The Indian firms facing
the law suit are: Wockhardt,
Dr Reddy's Laboratories,
Aurobindo Pharma,
Glenmark Pharmaceuticals,
Lupin, Zydus Pharma
(Cadila Healthcare), and
Taro Pharmaceutical Indus-
tries - a subsidiary of Sun
Pharma, the country's larg-
est drug firm by sales.
Some executives from these
firms have also been named
in the case. The lawsuit ac-
cuses Teva Pharmaceuti-
cals USA Inc of orchestrat-
ing a sweeping scheme
with 19 other companies to
inflate drug prices, by more
than 1,000 percent in some
cases. If these Indian firms
have the guts to indulge in
price cartels in the USA,
they are probably practis-
ing the same in India with
impunity for years. Con-
sumers are yet to see the
Indian authorities busting
drug cartel in India or look-
ing into the matter even af-
ter the US action.

India has all laws of the
land to regulate and punish
price cartels, which operate
more informally than under
formal agreements like
OPEC does for oil. The In-
dian market is large. The
bases of both producers
and consumers are wide.
The producers' profiles dif-
fer as much as the quality
of their products. Yet,
prices of their products
hardly differ. They make In-
dia among the world's most
complex markets. On paper,
the Indian Competition Act
2002 (Competition Act)
regulates anticompetitive
conduct in the country. CCI
is the statutory authority in
charge of competition law
enforcement. CCl is aided
by its investigative arm, the
Office of the Director Gen-
eral (DG), in achieving the
objectives of the Competi-
tion Act, namely preventing
practices causing an appre-
ciable adverse effect on
competition, promoting and
sustaining competition in
markets, protecting the in-
terests of consumers and
ensuring freedom of trade.

The Act is supposed to
regulate three areas of con-
duct: anticompetitive
agreements, including car-
tels; abuse of dominant po-
sition; and combinations
(mergers, acquisitions and
amalgamations).CClI is sup-
posed to be a proactive
regulator that undertakes
various advocacy initia-
tives, adding to the dis-
course between the regula-
tor and potential leniency
applicants. Separately,
there is a noticeable trend
in the number of bid-rig-
ging issues in public pro-
curement. In the light of the
impact of such illicit activi-
ties on the country's sus-
tainable economic develop-
ment, CCIl should have
clear and keen eyes for
such cases.

Unfortunately, the pub-
lic is yet to see and appre-
ciate CCl's role in ensuring
at least a near-perfect-com-
petition like situation in the
market. Union minister Nitin
Gadkari's latest remarks on
the pricing practice of ce-
ment manufacturers are
highly relevant and came at
an appropriate time as the
BJP-led NDA government
prepares to implement ma-
jor campaign promises fol-
lowing its sweeping elec-
tion victory. The BJP had
pledged a $1.44-trillion in-
vestment to build roads, rail-
ways and other infrastruc-
ture, a boost to manufactur-
ing, and a doubling in ex-
ports. The role of regulatory
authorities will hold key to
the success of the Modi 2.0
agenda. Price cartels - infor-
mal or otherwise - must be
broken. Consumers must
get the value for their
money. (IPA Service)
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PressFreedom under siege
RECENTLY some journalists were arrested by
Lucknow Policemerely becausethey shared avideo
of awoman addressing the mediaand claiming that
she had sent amarriage proposal to Uttar Pradesh,
Chief Minigter, Yogi Adityanath and seeking that he
responds to her because she is depressed by his
slence. Thewoman claimed to haverecordsof the
conversation betweentheYogi and hersdlf. Inanage
mental health hasbecomeacriss, thewoman could
very well have been avictim of grandiosedelusions,
since the man she purportedly claims has been in
communicationwith herisapersonholding high office.
Whatever bethe circumstances, thefact remainsthat
thevideo went vira and journalistsand othershave
tweeted it with their own comments. One of those
whotweeted thisvideoisjourndigt, Prashant Kanojia
Following his arrests he was remanded to 11 days
custody. The Supreme Court on Tuesday asked the
UP Government toimmediately rdeaseKangjia. The
Supreme Court bench also said that whilethe court
does not appreciate the tweets posted by Prashant
Kangjiabut thosecannot begroundsto put him behind
bars. Theapex court further observed that inthismatter
aperson’ sfundamentd rightsunder Article19and 21

arenon-negotiable.

The Uttar Pradesh police have so far arrested 11
peoplefor alegedly sharing objectionable content
againgAdityanath. ThisindudesKangjia; IshikaSingh,
head of aNoida-based newschannd and Anuj Shukla,
oneof theeditorsof the channel. The Editor’sGuild
of Indiahad earlier condemned this attempt to gag
freedom of gpeech and expression. There havebeen
several casesof mediapersonsbeing unnecessarily
harassed inthelast fiveyearsof theModi dispensation.
Thepressureon mediapersonsissuch that many have
today becomewary of blowingthewhistleand have
resorted to self regulation. Several cases of media
persons being attacked and killed have not reached
closure. Therr killershaveeither not been arrested and
if arrested, then convictiontakesages, thereby giving
freereinto evildoers. Themurder of Gauri Lankesh
anoutspokenjourndis il remainsunsolved dthough
somearrestsweremade. Indiaistoday ranked 140th
among 180 countriesintermsof mediafreedom. This
is not a very healthy sign in a democracy. What,
however, isamatter of grave concernisthat asection
of thelndian mediahaveturned into cheerleadersof
theruling government. Thedivideinthejournalistic
fraternity isnot good for pressfreedom. Indeed press
freedom entailscritiquing thosein power and holding
them to account. Anything short of that is public

relations.

| LOOKING BACK |

June 19, 1989

Pleafor providing facilities
tolinguistic minorities

The Commissioner for
Linguistic Minorities, Mr
Bishnu Prasad, ex Mp caled
upon the State governments
to provide facilities for
linguistic minorities and help
strengthen the forces of
integration.

He how ever expressed
satisfaction over the efforts
of the Meghalaya Govt to
encourage linguistic
minorities in the State.

Addressing a press
conference in Shillong on
Monday, Mr Prasad said that
besides the 15 official

languages recognised by
the eighth schedule, there
were some 2,800 languages
and dialects in India. The
linguistic minorities
commission ensured the
implementation of the
safeguards provided for
linguistic minorities under
the constitution.

Replying to a question,
he said that a minority
language was that language
which was not an official
language in the State, and
was not used by the
majority group.

Employment And The Fourth
Industrial Revolution

(Conflicting interests of capital and labour and their resolution)

Why do business
people innovate? The
simple answer is, for reaping
the early bird maximum
profit. People who arrive
late on the scene usually
reap lower benefits or just
normal profits. Historicaly,
when the first, second and
third industrial revolutions

started, entrepreneurs,
industrialists,
manufacturers and
businessmen whose

decisions are invariably
driven by the profit motive,
had always been in the
vanguard of scientific and
technological progress and
they naturally reaped
enormous profits by taking
calculated risks to innovate.
Labour on the other hand
has always been somewhat
apprehensive of adverse
repercussions on
employment due to
mechanisation or the use of
cost-saving and labour-
displacing improved
technology. In the past, this
fear of labour had been
proven wrong because the
introduction of new
technology necessitated
the creation of new and
better types of employment
with new and different
types of skill sets. As a
result, it led to the
introduction of new
courses of study and the
production of new
curriculum, new textbooks
and other new teaching-
learning materials which
were needed to prepare
people for the new white-
collared jobs that were
newly created. Hence, the
new process actualy led to
higher levels of overall

welfare for almost
everybody.

However, the fourth
industrial revolution

appears to be very different.
The reason is that Artificial
Intelligence (Al) will be
capable of doing almost
everything that humans do
in better, cheaper and faster
ways. Al is likely to render
millions of people jobless.
Now if people are jobless,
they would not receive any
income or salary, hence
they would not be having
any purchasing power and
effective demand is bound
to fall. As human beings,
they will continue to have
innumerable wants but may
not have the means to
satisfy those wants. Hence,
they would not be able to
purchase anything except,
of coursg, if the government
provides them with some
sort of social security or
unemployment dole. Such
amounts would, however,
be sufficient to meet only
basic needs but not the
higher needs.

Producers may be able
to turn out better and
cheaper goods and
services, but would they be
able to sell out their entire
produce/ output? If not,
then what is the point of
introducing new
technology? Jean Baptiste
Say’s law of market as a
valid theory of full
employment has been
discarded long ago, but its
inconceivability to those
who would be studying
economics ten to twenty
years hence is obvious for
the simple reason that Al
can only produce but they
cannot consume. They
won’t, in fact, need to
consume any of the things
they would be producing.
Even the universally
acclaimed Keynesian
theory with its concept of
effective demand, etc.
which still holds good
today and on which the

By W. Synrem

foregoing prognostication
is based may need drastic
revision in the context of
the new social and
economic realities of the
coming decades. Hence,
the study of economics as
we have known it may
change radically
depending on the shape
that the new economic
order takes at both the
national and the
international levels.

The use of IBM Watson
by aNew York hospital five
years ago to manage lung
cancer treatment heralded
the dawn of a new era in
health care and
management as improved
versions of such Al are
developed and put to
increasing use. Recently,
IBM also invented coffee
drones which can predict
who would need a cup of
coffee in any particular
location like a beach or a
big restaurant and when.
The drones are so
sophisticated that they
would aso know whom to
serve and whom not to
serve depending on their
medical records. These
drones have already been
tested and patented in the
US and are ready to be
launched commercially.
Human waiters, waitresses
and bartenders will soon be
rendered jobless with the
introduction of this new
technology.

Some months ago | read
a write-up on Al and its
impact on the insurance
industry in which it was
said that the new
technology would be good
for both the service
providers and consumers
of their products. As things
stand the contention
cannot be gainsaid. But
again the question that
arises is: if millions of
people will be rendered
jobless with the
introduction of Al, will the
insurance business also
not be affected? Jobless
people can't insure
themselves. It is also learnt
that online shopping giants
likeAmazon and Flipkart are
already contemplating
making use of Al to cope
with the ever-increasing
number of orders from
customers for their
different services. A crop
harvesting robot has also
been developed and is
being improved further to
reach a higher harvest
success rate. The improved
version is expected to be
available within another
four to five years.

According to one
website, there are about 15
jobs that are going to be
adversely affected in the
long run and these include
construction,
manufacturing and even
agriculture inter alia. That
is definitely not good news.
But equally bad is the news
in another website which
quoted the Institute for the
Future, a California-based
Think Tank, as saying that
around 85% of jobs that
workers will be doing in
2030 have not yet been
invented. Governments
everywhere will, therefore,
have to take wupon
themselves full
responsibility for the re-
training of their citizensand
the creation of alternative
employment avenues in
line with the progress in
science and technology.

As already mentioned,
we have now entered the
4th Industrial Revolution

that will fundamentally ater
the way we live, work etc.
At the core of this
revolution, is the advent of
Al which is the most
profound and mind-
boggling disrupter in the
history of our planet so far
and which is likely to take
over not only jobs but also
almost everything else on
the planet. According to the
(Late) Prof. Stephen
Hawking, Al could be either
the best or the worst
invention humanity has
ever made. The potential
benefits of creating Al are
huge but Al could aso be
potentially  dangerous.
Apart from disruptions on
employment which is most
obvious because Al can
out-perform humans and
can also be made to work
24x7. The other dangers are
powerful autonomous
weapons getting out of
control and new ways for
the few to oppress the
many. Man's own
inventiveness may thus
result in his own undoing.
The use of Al istherefore
the latest phase of
mechanisation or
robotisation (derived from
the word robotics) on which
the owners of the means of
production will have to take
most careful and judicious
decisions because of the
cataclysmic and
catastrophic repercussions
they can have on economic,
political and socia relations
if they lead to widespread
unemployment. Apart from
Sophia, an Al which has
been granted  Saudi
citizenship, we now have an
Al politician named Sam,
developed in New Zealand,
who may be allowed by law
to contest for elections as
early as 2020. We also have
an Al lawyer by the name of
Ross developed in the UK.
Hence millions of jobs are
going to slip out of the
hands of humans and there
are already some
predictions that this may
happen within the coming
10 to 20 years. If that
happens and if there is
over-supply of different
goods and services due to
improved means  of
production corresponding
to reduced effective demand
due to lack of purchasing
power and large scale loss

of employment, the
resultant economic,
political and  social

consequences will be
unimaginably devastating
and chaotic.

Unless early preventive
and regulatory measures
are put in place to
effectively discourage the
indiscriminate use of Al, the
crash could become
inevitable.

Tesla CEO, Elon Musk,
has issued repeated
warnings about the perils of
Al, calling for new
regulations to keep the
public safe. In the process,
he even clashed with
Facebook CEO, Mark
Zuckerberg. When
Zuckerberg called Musk’s
Al doomsday rhetoric
“pretty irresponsible”,
Musk responded by calling
Zuckerberg’'s
understanding of the issue
“limited” and Elon Musk is
probably right.

According to a top tech
industry expert, at the
moment, the United States,
China and India are the top
three countries leading the
Al race. India’'s
determination to forge
ahead and remain at the top

can be gauged from the fact
that on October 11, 2018,
Prime Minister Modi spoke
eloquently about India's
state of readiness and
eagerness to embrace the
new technology during an
event to launch the Centre
for the Fourth Industrial
Revolution. But Russia is
also in the race and
according to Russian
President Putin, Al is the
future not only of Russia
but of all of mankind and
he believes that whoever
becomes the leader in this
spherewill become theruler
of the world.

Hence Elon Musk
believes that for this very
reason other countries will
also try to catch up by any
means possible and will
obtain Al developed by
companies even at
gunpoint, if necessary.
Such isthe craze for Al. We
can therefore imagine the
dreadful consequences if

terrorist organizations
could also somehow
manage to have the

technology to develop and
deploy Al for furthering
their diabolically
abominable causes. It is
not, therefore, without
reasons that Elon Musk is
so concerned about Al
getting into wrong hands
and he is not just scare-
mongering.

Hence we must have a
clear understanding of all
the issues involved and,
according to Elon Musk,
try to help develop Al in a
way that’s good for
everybody, both employers
and employees. Since large
scale displacement of
labour is fatal for humanity
or society at large, it makes
sense that uncontrolled
robotisation
andindiscriminate use of Al
should be effectively
regulated, curbed and
checked through various
means at our disposa since
full employment should
continue to be a major
desired goal of economic
policy and the purchasing
power of the people has to
be maintained, even if it
cannot be increased.
Otherwise, Al is likely to
take over everything in no
time leaving us all
completely helpless to do
anything about it.
Ultimately, of course, we
can only hope that
Government and business
leaders take their decisions
with great prudence and
sagacity keeping in view

the importance of
preservation of the
predominance of the

human race vis-&vis Al in
the overall scheme of
things, if it is thought that
the human race is really
worth preserving. As the
threat from Al should be
palpably clear to
everybody by now, timely
measures are required to be
taken before the threat
becomes irreversible and
humans are made to fight a
losing battle. Apart from
unemployment dole, other
not so disagreeable social
means have to be thought
of including some sort of
redistributive taxation for
enabling the unemployed
and the underemployed to
continue to have a decent
existence. The importance
of making smart choices
and taking smart decisions
before it is too late cannot,
therefore, be
overemphasised.

(The writer is a retired
Additional Secretary level
officer of the Govt. of
India)

Old but grand still? Conaress

must pick up the pieces

Rahul Gandhi should
put decisveendto
leadership criss

By Kalyani Shankar

The authority of the
Congress high command
seems to be eroding slowly
going by what is happening
to the party in severa states,
including Telangana, Punjab,
Rajasthan and Karnataka.
While the Congress is
battling with the leadership
crisis at the national level,
the party is disintegrating in
the states too. Senior leaders
feel that with Congress
President Rahul Gandhi’s
stepping down with no
clarity on whether or not he
will continue, the grand old
party is literally faling apart.
In such confusion, it is no
surprise that there is growing
indiscipline and factionalism
in the party has grown after
such a drubbing in the 2019
Lok Sabha palls.

Take for instance the
pathetic condition of the
Congress party in Telangana.
In a serious setback, the state
unit of the Congressis almost
dissolved, with 12 out of 18
MLAS, who were elected in
2018 Assembly palls, joining
the ruling Telangana Rashtra
Samithi this week. Telangana
Congress leaders like Uttam
Kumar Reddy claim that the
TRS has purchased the 12
MLAs. Retaining the
remaining six will be a
difficult job for the Congress
leadership. The state unit is

defeats, the Gandhi family
has to tread carefully. The
first thing, as senior
Congress leader Veerappa
Moily suggested, is to
remove the confusion about
the leadership. The second
is to save the present
Congress-ruled states from
instability. At least three
states -  Rajasthan,
Karnataka and Madhya
Pradesh are showing signs
of instability.

The third thing is to
contain the indiscipline and
factionalism within the
party, as is evident in
Telangana, Karnataka,
Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh. Because of weak
national leadership, the
state units dare to revolt.
The fourth is to check the
erosion in the party in
Telangana and elsewhere.
More people might leave
the sinking ship without a
captain.

The fifth is the
restructuring of the party as
the Congress Working
Committee, the top policy
making body of the party
has authorised Rahul
Gandhi to do so. Many
state-level heads of the
party have also submitted
their resignation owing
responsibility for the defeat
and a new leadership is

In Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, where
the party had snatched power from the BJP
in December 2018, it is facing indiscipline
and factionalism. Rift in the party has

already surfaced.

in serious crisis despite
getting three seatsin the 2019
polls. In the last Assembly,
TRS managed to merge TDP
Legislature Party with it by
attracting 12 out of 15 MLAs
who won in the 2014 polls.
The Congress leadership is
yet to recognise the gravity
of the situation, as the party
is amost finished.

In Rgasthan and Madhya
Pradesh, where the party had
snatched power from the BJP
in December 2018, itisfacing
indiscipline and factionalism.
Rift in the party has aready
surfaced. Some legislators
who support the deputy
chief minister Sachin Pilot
demand that Rajasthan chief
minister Ashok Gehlot
should be replaced by Pilot.
Ashok Gehlot has blamed
Pilot for the defeat of his son
in Jodhpur. In Madhya
Pradesh too, there is a
demand that Jyotiraditya
Scindia should be made the
chief minister. All these
fractures are happening at a
time when there is a threat to
the government itself in both
the states as the majority is
very thin. The third state,
which is facing instability, is
Karnataka where the JD(S)-
Congress coalition is not
working well. Theretoo isthe
danger of the government
falling. If the Karnataka
government falls, it will dent
the image of the Congress
further.

The Congress that ruled
independent India for 55
years out of its 72 years so
far is now fated to sit in the
opposition for 10
consecutive yearstill 2024 —
its longest dry spell. So far,
the Congress, despite
defeats, had revived again,
due the leadership of Indira
Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and
Sonia Gandhi.

With such humiliating

essential if the party hopes
to rise again.

Lastly, the Congress
leadership should lift the
sagging morale of the party
workers. After all,
everything is not lost and
there are many more
Assembly elections to be
faced in the next five years.
The immediate challenge is
the upcoming Assembly

polls to Haryana,
Maharashtra and
Jharkhand.

Along with al these, the
party should also function
effectively in the upcoming
Parliament session and take
the leadership of the
opposition by coordinating
the floor management of all
opposition parties. The CPP
leader Sonia Gandhi is yet
to nominate who would be
theleader of the party in Lok
Sabha. There are many who
feel that Rahul Gandhi
should take that
responsibility and steer the
party in Parliament. So far,
he has not been attending
the house regularly and
spoke occasionally.

Sonia Gandhi vowed at
the first Congress
parliamentary party meeting
last week: “In an
unprecedented crisis, lies
an unprecedented
opportunity. It is up to us
to grasp it with humility and
self-confidence, drawing
the appropriate lessons
from our defeat...
Undeterred by the many
challenges that lie ahead,
we will rise again.”

The decimated
Congress party is certainly
old but not grand any more.
Many  have  written
obituaries for the Congress
but there is till time for the
party to reinvent itself and
revive under a good
leadership. (IPA Service)

TO THE EDITOR

Them lew
Mawlong

Imbroglio

Editor,

The violence that broke
out between the local people
of the state and the residents
of Sweeper Line turned one
year on May 31. The clash
and tension resulted in
injuries to people, destruction
of public property, clamping
of curfew in and around the
place, but sadly the situation
has yielded no solution as
yet. The MDA government
has not been able to resolve

the matter. Despite setting
up aHigh Level Committee
with the Deputy Chief
Minister, Prestone
Tynsong, as its Chairman,
the matter is still where it
was. In fact, Mr. Tynsong
went on to say that the
matter cannot be solved
overnight. Absolutely right
sir! Butisn't oneyear, along
enough time to sort the
matter out if the government
was serious enough?
Since then and till date,
the stretch from Them lew
Mawlong through the
Sweeper Line to Bimola
Pharmacy is still a heavily

guarded point with a NO
ENTRY signagefor vehicles.
The only ones that seem to
be enjoying this stretch are
the residents of Sweeper
Line as they are privileged
with the protection of the
police personnel stationed
there and are thereby
carrying on with their
normal lives. If there has
been any discomfort it has
been to the rest of the
population. The closure of
this road for any vehicular
movement is causing
inconvenience as well as
massive traffic jams in and
around the area. One fails to

understand the need to
prevent vehicular
movement through this
road. From what can be
observed, the only
purpose that the NO
ENTRY has served is in
adding to the traffic
congestion in the adjoining
areas.

The HLC may have
carried out land survey
and census to ascertain the
genuine residents of the
place a few weeks after the
incident, but nothing
concrete has evolved. In
fact the matter has not
progressed much and the

Committee is asking for
another month to tackle the
situation. At this point it
appears that the
Government is
lackadaisical. This issue
was revived after twenty
years of inaction. It should
have been dealt with
strategically by successive
governments. This time one
had high hopes that the
MDA government would
solve the matter once and
for all but it seems that the
present Government too
will follow in the footsteps
of its predecessors. As
always, the Them lew

Mawlong issue will die a
natural death. The only fear
is that similar situations or
perhaps even more graver
and violent ones may again
erupt in the near future. Do
the people of the state
deserve that?
Yours etc.,
Jenniefer Dkhar,
Viaemail

Marngor-

Mawthawpdah
road

Editor,
| fully endorse the plan

of Mawkyrwat MLA Mr R L
Tongkhar to have a road
connecting the northern part
of South-West Khasi Hills
with the Shillong-Nongstoin
road at Nongkasen. This will
help boost the economy of
the area tremendously
besides connecting it to
Shillong, thereby reducing
the distance. In fact this road
with a bridge across Kynshi
river is long overdue and if
the relatively new road from
Mawthawpdah to
Mawkyrwat is widened it
can serve as an alternate
Shillong-Mawkyrwat road,
with much less distance. The

area can, in fact , be turned
into a tourist attraction in
view of the beautiful scenic
beauty it is endowed with.
| only hope the Hon’ble
MLA makes serious efforts
to redlise this dream project
for the all round benefit of
the people of that area.
Yours etc.
A Syiemlieh,
Viaemail

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writersauthors and not
that of The Shillong
Times
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“ If the sight of the blue skies fills you
with joy, if a blade of grass springing up
in the fields has power to move you, if
the smple things of nature have a mes-
sage that you understand, rejoice, for
your soul is alive.”

--- EleonoraDuse
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Flightsvia Pakistan
WITH PrimeMinister NarendraModi deciding to
avoid Pakistani skiesand deciding to takeacircui-
tous route on hisway to Kyrgyzstan to attend the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit,
apatently unacceptable scenario has been averted.
India had, some days ago, sought Pakistan's per-
missionfor the PM'saircraft to overfly the Pakistani

skies-thedirect routeto thedestination. This, ina

situationinwhich Pekistan hasbanned al flightsto
andfrom Indiaover itsskiessincethe Balakot air
strikeby thel AF fighter jetsin February.

Primafacie, Indiashould not have gonewith a

begging bowl to Pakistan at thisjuncture. Whilean
"in principl€" nod was granted by the Imran Khan
government to thisplea, better sense prevailed on
the establishment hereand an alternative, circuitous
routeisnow decided onviaOmanand Irantoreach
Bishkek, the city where the summit takes place.
Notably, Indiahad already availed anod for former
externd affairsminister SushmaSwargj tofly over
the Pakistani skiesto attend aregional conference
after theBalakot | AF hit. Thistoo should have been

avoided.

It emergesthat Pakistanispurposdy not liftingthe
ban onflightstoandfrom Indiaover itsskiestoteach
Indiaalessonfor theBaakot hit. Pakistan'sclamis
that it banned such flightsby way of asecurity step,
so asto guard against another |AF attack. But, evi-
dently, thereismoreof aplay of mischief. Theresult
isseverd airlinesand passengersboundfor Indiaand
those going out of Indiato destinationsin the Gulf
and Europe are serioudy hurt by the Pakistani deci-
sion. There hasbeen ahuge cost escalationinfares,
asflightsfrom and to thewestern sidewill haveto

takealonger route.

Thelndian government isduty-bound to address
thisissuein abroader format so astofacilitatealift
of Pakistan's ban. The Lok Sabha poll campaign
might have distracted the attention of the establish-
ment hereto attend to such serious mattersforth-
with. Withanew governmentinplace, itishightime
theissueisattended to and resolved. Instead, the
government sounded Pakistan for arelaxation of the
ban for the PM'sflight, and earlier for the external
affairsminister'sflight. Indiashould not havegone

thislength for aminor favour. Thishasput Indiaina

poor light, and itssense of self-esteemisirreversibly

affected.

Water crisis

‘Day zero' loomslarge

A Division Bench of the
Madras High Court directed
all district collectors across
Tamil Nadu to constitute
committees and to book
cases under Section 379 of
the IPC (theft) against per-
sons illegally drawing
groundwater. The Court
was hearing a PIL against
illegal extraction of
groundwater for sale. A
Government order passed
in 2014 prohibitsillegal tap-
ping of groundwater as a
crime.

Water scarcity has re-
sulted in the growth of alu-
crative water trade and sud-
den emergence of private
water suppliers. In many
towns and cities in south-
ern India, water cans are
sold in grocer shops and
vegetable markets.
Borewells are dug deep in
vacant lands in private pos-
session without proper per-
mission of concerned au-
thorities for direct sale of
water or through regular
suppliers which results in
drying up of other
borewells for domestic use
in houses around.

Undoubtedly, the water
crisisisaglobal problem af-
fecting severa countries in
al continents. About one-
fifth of the world's popula-
tionarelivingin areasof wa-
ter scarcity and another
one-fourth are said to be
facing severe water short-
age. The reasons for short-
age are both natural and
human-made and shortage
is aggravated in many
places by uneven distribu-
tion, wastage, pollution and
unsustainable manage-
ment.

The International Dec-
ade for Action "Water for
life" was observed during
2005-2015, but without
much positive effect. On
the contrary, the rate of wa-
ter use is calculated to be
growing more than twice
that of the population.
Water scarcity isfeltin more
and more places though the
extent of shortage varies.

The NDA Government
soon after assuming office
announced the setting up
of anew Jal Shakti Ministry
under a Cabinet Minister
and amalgamates the Min-
istries of Water Resources,
River Development and
Ganga Rejuvenation and
the Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation. It im-
mediately announced the
Nal se Jal Scheme---- to pro-
vide drinking water through
pipes to every household
by 2024 to fulfil one of the
BJP's election promises that
will directly benefit every
person.

Like the Swachh Bharat
scheme, it also needs peo-
pl€'s cooperation for proper
implementation. The Min-
istry is expected to provide
the much needed impetus
to water conservation as
nearly 45% of Indiais reel-
ing under drought. To raise

By Dr S Saraswathi

awareness about the water
situation, the Water Chan-
nel is now part of the
Weather Channel Fore-
cast.

It is said that more than
100 million peoplein India
could run out of water by

was pushed off without an-
nouncement of a new date
by tremendous efforts at
water conservation and ar-
rival of rains. Day Zerofore-
cast by the Mayor of Cape
Town will be the day when

“ The idea of Day Zero was
introduced to focus everyone's
attention on the importance of
regulating water consumption

as best as possible. Its main

features are water rationing
and standing in queue to get
the ration.”

2020 due mostly to poor
management and another
100 million could face in-
accessibility to water near
their homes. Press reports
and TV channels are show-
ing pathetic pictures of
women fetching water for
their domestic use from far
off places while rivers,

4 million residents of the
town will be required to col-
lect daily water rations
which would be less than 7
galons (25 litres) for each
person.

The idea of Day Zero
was introduced to focus
everyone's attention on the
importance of regulating

*“ Some are of the opinion
that Day Zero has already
arrived in India for over 100
million people living without
access to water near their
homes. By 2020, Day Zero
may cover most of India due
to excessive exploitation of
groundwater. ”

tanks and ponds nearby
are lying dry.

Agriculture suffers
most and there are reports
of farmersselling their trees
and familiesmigrating from
their water-starved vil-
lages. Construction activi-
ties are coming to a halt in
many cities and industries
are forced to slow down.
Schools and offices ask
their staff and students to
bring their drinking water.
Water protests are daily
events made worse by bias
in distribution.

Worse, with rainfall pre-
dicted to be below average
this monsoon,
groundwater levels are de-
pleting everywhere and
water crisisisthe main talk
of citizens. Thereisafear
that "Day Zero" may arrive
in India by 2020.

"Day Zero" refersto the
bitter experience in South
Africa'sCapeTowninearly
2018 after three consecu-
tive years of severe
drought when it seemed
the city would run out of
water and taps would be
shut off. Luckily, the Day

water consumption as best
as possible. Its main fea-
tures are water rationing
and standing in queue to
get the ration.

India has to learn a les-
son on water conservation
and usage to forestall the
arrival of Day Zero.

Some are of the opinion
that Day Zero has already
arrived in Indiafor over 100
million people living with-
out access to water near
their homes. By 2020, Day
Zero may cover most of In-
dia due to excessive exploi-
tation of groundwater.
Natural shortage of water is
being aggravated by pilfer-
age, wastage and leakage.
Technology for re-use of
waste water and conversion
of salt water into potable
water is not well developed
in the country.

Depletion of
groundwater is a serious
threat aggravating water
famine in many cities. A
NITI Ayog report released
in 2018 highlights this prob-
lem by predicting that by
2020, 21 magjor citiesinclud-
ing Delhi, Bangaluru and

Hyderabad would face
complete drying up of
groundwater. Pertinently,
India is a groundwater
economy. It is the highest
user of groundwater in the
world using 25% of total
groundwater extracted glo-
bally. Itisahead of the USA
and China which are the
other two major users of
groundwater.

Goal 6 of the Sustainable
Development Goals
adopted by the UN General
Assembly to be achieved
during 2015-30 says that
everyone on earth should
have access to safe and af-
fordabledrinking water. Cli-
mate change is likely to in-
crease the size of the popu-
lation affected by water
shortage which has aready
crossed 40% of people
around the world.

Besides, water quality in
Indiais so poor that it ranks
120 among 122 countriesin
quality index. "When wa-
terisavailable, itislikely to
be contaminated up to 70%
of our water supply", states
NITI Ayog which reports
that this would cause
nearly two lakh deaths in a
year. Contamination fol-
lows shortage in the quest
for some water and use of
untreated water causing
water-borne diseases.

Clearly, humanity is to-
day facing acute overuse
and pollution of water
threatening the ecosystems
and health and livelihoods
of billions particularly the
vulnerable. The poorest are
the most vulnerable.

True, water management
is generally considered as
avery suitable areafor peo-
ple's participation, but even
here, politics and money
power may intervene. It can
be organized at various
points from the grassroots
as States are primary water
managers in India. Social
participation should not be
equated to social activism
or protest movements; nor
does it mean referendums
and debates.

In sum, extensive in-
volvement of informal as-
sociationswith official com-
mittees is required and this
is happening in many parts
of India But, the tendency
to resort to litigations and
court decisions and pre-
dominance of experts and
engineers tend to silence
the voice of the affected
people. Social participation
is political as well as eco-
nomic and is subjected to
the stresses that arise from
competing demands,
rights, priorities and inter-
ests.

Still, enthusiastic social
participation in water man-
agement isareality in many
countries. To avoid the
dawn of Day Zero, the na-
tion must wake up and act.
----- INFA

(The writer is former
Director, ICSSR, New
Delhi)

Environmental
emer gency

Editor,

Two extremely crucial ar-
ticles by two very prolific
and highly knowledgeable
writers appeared in this pa-
per on consecutive dates
(June 10, 11 2019), first by H
H Mohrmen and then by
Poonam |. Kaushish, indi-
cating how we are heading
very speedily towards final
catastrophe, thanks to our
own greed and short-
sightedness. Unhindered
dumping of non-biodegrad-
able materials, anywhere and
everywhere, emitting loads
of poisonous gases continu-
ously to the atmosphere, re-
leasing Industrial wastes
into therivers/streams, elimi-
nating of water bodies, una-
bated felling of life-support-
ing trees and transforming
greeneries into concrete jun-
gles, humans have been
leaving no stone unturned
to ensure that the earth fast
becomes a resting place for
skeletons only. The saddest
thing is that al other living
species shall have to bear
the brunt for no fault of
theirs!

Yours etc.,
PS Gupta,
Viaemail

Bengal in
ferment

Editor,

West Bengal Chief Min-
ister, Mamata Banerjee and
the Centre are fast inching
towards a showdown with
the bitter battle over West
Bengal moving to the na-
tion’s capital. West Bengal
governor Keshari Nath
Tripathi met the Prime
Minister and Home Minis-
ter and apprised them of
the situation in the state
that has been in the grip of
political violence since the
Lok Sabha polls. Specula-
tion is rife in Opposition
circles that the Centre may
be planning to impose
President’s Rule in the
state ahead of the Assem-
bly elections due in 2021.
Belligerent Mamata was
quick to react that the Cen-
tre wanted to turn Bengal
into another Gujarat. She
even said with a warning
note to the Centre, “Don’t
play with fire.”

On Sunday, the Home
Ministry expressed deep

concern over the continu-
ing violence in West Ben-
gal saying the unabated
violence even after the Lok
Sabha polls were over, ap-
pears to be a failure on the
part of the state govern-
ment. However, Mamata hit
back at the Centre saying
there were afew stray post-
poll clashesin the state and
that the situation was un-
der control.

The situation in the
state is by and large bad
with freguent bouts of po-
litical violence ever since
the recent general elec-
tions. Mamata is solely re-
sponsible for sowing the
feelings of hatred in the
minds of the people of Ben-
gal. She has only added
fuel to the fire; not done
anything constructive to
blow off steam. In fact, the
Chief Minister botched up
the Home Department as
well with direct interference
s in its functioning. So, it
is better for her to stop dis-
seminating ‘hate speech’,
which will have a negative
impact on the people. In-
stead, she must give mes-
sages that should influence
people positively, and it
should eventually lead to
prevalence of peace in the

state.
Yours €tc.,
TK Nandanan,
Viaemall

Trending
towards
totalitarianism?

Editor,

The recent unprec-
edented and unexpected
electoral triumphs of the
NDA to the 17th Lok
Sabha in which the BJP
has single handedly
achieved an absolute ma-
jority by capturing 303
out of 543 total seats and
for this unparalleled vic-
tory, NDA must be
complimented by the en-
tire country as we antici-
pate under PM Modi's dy-
namism we would over-
come national challenges
ahead and thus make In-
dia go places in the glo-
bal arena

Consequent to the on-
going political equation
we see that events are
unfolding before us
where all Modi's detrac-
tors like Rahul Gandhi,
Chandra Babu Naidu et al

and the bitter and outspo-
ken critics of Prime Minis-
ter Modi such as the likes
of Navjot Singh Sidhu,
Mamta Banerjee, Raj
Thakeray and much more
have been literally deci-
mated. And to top it al po-
litical news has come in
from UP that the grand alli-
ance between BSP and SP
is on the verge of collapse
owing to the electoral de-
bacle suffered by this alli-
ance on the parliamentary
polls. All such turmoil and
disarray among the oppo-
sition parties has made
things easy for PM Modi,
as it seems that all parties
that oppose the latter may
overtime fade into oblivion
thereby turning India to-
wards a single majority
party dispensation and be-
coming a veritable and fer-
tile ground for the emer-
gence of a Kim Jong-Un
like leader. God forbid if
such a grim political sce-
nario should ever unfold in
India which is extolled
world-wide as the biggest
entity of democracy in the
world!
Yours etc.
(Jerome K. Diengdoh)
Shillong - 2

Meghalaya
Power
Corporation

Editor,

In this day and age
people are being encour-
aged to make payments
online. Cash backs and
other incentives are the
offers of the day, being
made to woo the consum-
ers. Government agencies
are spending huge sums
on commercials to encour-
age people to go
paperless so as to do their
little bit in saving the en-
vironment. lronically on
visiting the website of the
Meghalaya Power Corpo-
ration, | was amazed to
note that the Corporation
charges an extrafee on bill
payments which are made
online. No wonder there
are still long serpentine
queues in the bill payment
sections.

| request the authori-
ties in the Corporation to

kindly  rectify this
anomaly.

Yours etc.,

Dr. Tridib Kakoty,

Shillong -14

Economic challenges ahead

Cangovt mitigate
them?

By Dhurjati Mukherjee

The economy isin a bad
shape and experts believe it
isin aworse shape than five
years ago. Obviously the
new Government has to face
the challenges with great
vision and tenacity. Topping
the agenda is job creation,
high growth and more in-
vestments besides the need
to check thefiscal deficit and
removing farm distress.

Undeniably, the rural sec-
tor is beset with varied prob-
lems as the focus of devel-
opment is on the urban sec-
tor. It is noteworthy that
within 24 hours of taking
oath, the Government ap-
proved extension of the
PM-Kisan income support
scheme to all farmers, re-
moved the limit of 2 hectares
and cleared a pension
scheme for agriculturists
and self-employed persons.

"The decisive election
result will propel India's
growth pace to the next or-
bit and drive the transforma-
tion of the country", stated
Cll  President Vikram
Kirloskar recently. Certainly,
such positive statements
look quite encouraging,
however the crisis is quite
deep and only a judicious
approach which is inclusive
and takes a balanced view
of the situation should be
undertaken.

Importantly, a Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy
data on the unemployment
situation shows the number
of unemployed increased by
11 millionin 2018 which has
gone up further in the last 5
months. Another study,
State of Working India 2019
report by the Azim Premyji
University found that five
million men lost their jobsin
2016-2018.

The beginning of jobs
decline coincides with de-
monetisation in November
2016 although no direct
casual relationship can be
established, the report
added. It also found that in
addition to rising unemploy-
ment among the higher edu-
cated, less educated work-
ers have also seen job
losses and reduced work
opportunities since 2016.

The report on Indias la
bour market is based on the
Centre for Monitoring In-
dian Economy (CMIE) Con-
sumer Pyramids Survey. It
found unemployment has
risen steadily post 2011 with
the overall unemployment
rate being around 6% in
2018, double of what it was
in the 2000-2011 decade.
Adding to rising unemploy-
ment among the higher edu-
cated, the less educated
workers have also seen job
losses and reduced work
opportunities since 2016.

Meanwhile, economic
growth fell to its slowest
paceto below 6% in 18 quar-
ters in January-March as
demand for cars and con-
sumer goods slumped while
farm output contracted, pos-
ing an immediate challenge
to the Government. Along-
side, with limited fiscal space
and build-up of massive off
balance sheet liabilities, a
focused effort to address a
strong and sustained rev-
enue mobilization is neces-
sary.
True, thefiscal deficit has
been kept low on paper by
accounting tricks. But the
total public sector borrow-
ing reguirement exceeds 8%
of GDP, among the highest
in the world.

According to National
Institute of Public Finance
& Policy's Prof. N. R.
Bhanumurthy there is need
for fiscal stimulus to take a
look at fiscal consolidation.
There is also need to
incentivise domestic sav-
ings and increase public
spending as measures to re-
juvenate the economy.
Clearly, consumption has to
be addressed immediately.

On the export front, In-
dia's trade deficit reached a
record high of $ 176 hillion
in 2018-19. Worse, exports
failed to touch the Govern-
ment'sinternal target of $350
billion. A continuous import
shoot-up, which grew at
double digit levels for six
months in the last 12

months, took cumulative im-
ports to a soaring high of $
507.44 billion. Thistrade defi-
cit needs to be brought un-
der control carefully.

The only redeeming fea-
ture has been road building
which continued since
Vajpayee's time as also elec-
trification and electricity dis-
tribution. However, though
rural schemes have got a
thrust, they have been
rebranded from Congress
nomenclatures. While most
toilets either do not have
water or sewage connection,
gas cylinders are not re-
placed. The lack of proper
decentralization or the Gov-
ernment's lack of concern to
implementation and follow-
up on these schemes is a big
challenge.

The 'Make in India pro-
gramme is one key feature
that need to be given a
thrust. Besides, promotion
of agro-based and micro or
cottage industries that have
great potential for employ-
ment generation should be
given necessary support
along-with massive skill gen-
eration training would be a
step in the right direction.

Further, to check imports
of electronic goods, atten-
tion should be given to the
electronics sector as the pri-
vate sector has somewhat
failed to set up world class
semi-conductor manufactur-
ing company in the last two
decades.

As electronic devices
proliferate, there has to a
genuine effort to boost R&D
and try manufacturing some
key components, specially
semi-conductors which are
in huge demand and profits
are high. With the Govern-
ment's specia relations with
Japan and South Korea, col-
laborations in this field may
yield the desired results. In-
deed, the new industrial
policy may make the 'Made
in India’ dream a success.

In the rural sector, there
has to be serious introspec-
tion in ensuring that benefits
reach those whom they are
intended for, specially
tribals, dalits and the rural
poor. For thisto happen there
has to be definite rural orien-
tation in the planning and
implementation strategy
with more powers to
panchayats and grass-root
organizations.

Noticeably, health and
education has been ne-
glected due to resource con-
straints and lack of strict
monitoring. In Mahatma
Gandhi's 150th birth anniver-
sary year, it would be prudent
to push ahead with political
and economic decentraliza-
tion in the true sense of the
term.

Resource mobilizationisa
key factor for India's first
woman Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in carry-
ing out developmental ac-
tivities. She will have to re-
store the country's economic
health and contend with the
banking industry's bad loans
alongside an industry that
has shown a marked aver-
sion towards attracting in-
vestments.

There is feeling, and not
without justification, that
higher thetax rate, greater the
incentive to evade taxes, for
instance, by transfer pricing.
Low tax rates combined with
low depreciation rates might
have a strong incentive ef-
fect. But, tax for the super rich
class need not be reduced
and the top business class
should be persuaded by the
Government to take up de-
velopmental schemes, not on
their own accord but as
stipulated by it.

The private sector's in-
volvement leaves much to be
desired. Those who talk of
privatization fail to realize
that this sector aims to amass
profits and has no socia ob-
jective. Assuch, privatization
may not be the answer but
public-private partnership
with management control
jointly shared could yield
desired results. It cannot be
denied that this sector has
not been investing enough
to boost growth and gener-
ate industrial activity.

---- INFA
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Of pall strategies
IT isasign of thetimesthat |eaders are, one after
another, taking thehelp of professiona strategiststo
win elections. Strategist Prashant Kishor, aformer
UN hand, started with Gujarat by helping thethen
CM Narendra Modi win the 2011 assembly and
2014 Lok Sabhapolls. Bihar’schief minister Nitish
Kumar got himto employ the smart techniquesinthe
state assembly pollsin 2015 and hiselectoral win
was attributed to the work done behind-the-scene
by the strategi<t. Nitish, enthused, gaveKishor atop
party post. Inthe2019 L ok Sabhapolls, thestrategist
was commissioned by Jagan Mohan Reddy, and his
Y SRC won the pollsin AndhraPradesh. Kishor is
reportedly being commissioned now by aworried
MamataBanerjeein West Bengd to build her image,
asasotheruling TMC's, for thefuturefight at the

hudings.

Two premises can be made from the present
scenario. One, our leadersareincreasingly losing
touch with theworld around them. Two, astrategist
whotakeshugemoney toimprovetheimageof parties
and leadersand helpthemwin pollswill needtotry
and manipul ate campaign scene, thelocal conditions
and themedia. Keeping themediaonone'ssideis
haf thegamewon. It would mean aplay with pogtive
storiesfor oneside, and aflood of negative stories
tounderminetheriva(s). Thestrategist might aswell
be doing a disservice to democracy in terms of
“manipulating” peopl€ swill. Thecentrd point tonote
isthat politicstoday isadirty gameto win power
and pelf. Leadershavelost their direct connect with
thepeople. Theresultisthat they ontheir own have
not beeninapostionto makeuptheir mind onseverd
meattersrelating to polls. Winning thetrust and vote
of the peoplethusbecomesthejob of the strategist.
Atthesametime, pollshavetheir own dynamicstoo.
Notably, the BJP and PM Modi won the LS palls

2019 without the help of Kishor. In Bihar, a

combination of JDU and RJD —meaningwider BC
support —helped Nitishand Laluwin pollsin 2015.
Kishor was on the Congress side to win assembly
pollsin Punjabin 2017. Hishel p saw the Congress
defeated in UP assembly pollsthesameseason. This
time, Naidu dug hisown gravein AP, It remainsto
be seen whether Mamata Banerjee will be saved by

thedtrategist.

We voted for Change: Now
where did we lose Change?

The MDA Government
came to power with the
promise of change. After
years of  Congress
(mis)rule or bad
governance we thought
the MDA is an idea whose
time has come. We actually
believed  that like
Narendra Modi who
connects with the masses,
the incoming Chief
Minister of Meghalaya,
Conrad Sangma too would
lead the change. But as
they say, the more things
change the more they
remain the same. We have
the same overloaded
security apparatus for the
CM and alittle less for the
other ministers. It costs a
lot to the public exchequer
to keep an entourage of
police guys on the payroll
to guard the life of one
person - the CM - which
we believe is not under
any kind of threat. Lesser
mortals, especially women
and children are raped
and murdered and the law
always falls short when it
comes to protecting us the
people. And if the reason
for joining politics, (as is
often touted by aspiring
politicians at every
platform), is to serve the
public and not to amass
personal wealth and to
acquire a larger than life
status then the creature
comforts should be
disbanded. The CM
should lead by example.
Walking only one day -
World Environment Day
2018 - is not good enough.
In fact, the NPP which is
the main stakeholder in
the MDA Government is a
key partner of the BJP. Its
leaders should learn from
the BJP karyakarta how to
connect with peoples'
aspirations. Let us also
remember that Modi's
constant attack has been
against the naamdars of
this country or the
dynasts - his beta noire
the Nehru-Gandhi family
and others in the
Congress Party.

We may not agree with
the BJP's ideology or with
Prime Minister Modi's
style of functioning but
we cannot deny that his
Government has tried to
reach out to the last mile.
For the first time the poor
were receiving subsidies
in their bank accounts.
Ujjwala Yojna - a scheme

By Patricia Mukhim

where millions of women
from the poorest
categories are now using
gas cylinders for cooking
thereby reducing their
drudgery and their
inhalation of smoke
during the course of
cooking, has proven to be
a major game changer in
terms of better health
benefits. Then there is
the health insurance for
the poor which has also
been much talked about.
True that in five years it
is difficult to overhaul the

juggernaut of seven
decades and of a
bureaucracy that is

resistant to change but
Modi has tried. He has
ensured that non-
performers are weeded
out and allowed lateral
entry into his ministry.
PM Modi's ability to
transform the Indian
election into a
presidential form with the
twin syllable 'Modi,
Modi, Modi'
reverberating in the rural
landscapes of the country
also signals an end to
dynasty. Dynasty
encompassed a system of
entitlement, patronage
and greed that had
become part of the Indian
political ecosystem for
over six decades. It's a
different matter that
political dynasties are
not the prerogative of the
Congress Party and the
Nehru-Gandhi family
alone. Closer home we
have the Sangma
dynasties ruling the
roost. One set of Sangmas
include former chief
minister Mukul Sangma,

his brother, Zenith
Sangma, his wife
Dikanchi D Shira and

daughter Miani Shirawho
are all MLAs. The other
set includes brothers
Conrad and James
Sangma and their sister
Agatha Sangma who
recently won the Lok
Sabha elections. And we
call this an egalitarian
tribal society? Hell no,
this is as feudal a society
as any other Indian
mainstream society and
the people who elect
these dynasts too are
fawning vassals at the
service of their lords and

masters.

Itisnot lost on Mr Modi
(a man with his pulse on
the political goings-on in
the country) that
Meghalaya is the first
state in the country where
two brothers elected from
the same party are holding
the two most important
portfolios. Yes | am
repeating the cliché -
Conrad Sangma is Chief
Minister and his brother
James Sangma is Home
Minister. Granted that the
HM is the most demure we
have had in along time and
that he leaves all the
talking to his younger
brother, but is that good
governance? So when the
HNLC - aproscribed outfit-
makes an open threat to
eliminate the Sikhs in
different parts of
Meghalaya and they even
cited an example of how
they eliminated one in the
past, it is the Police Chief
and not the Home Minister
that speaks out and warns
the HNLC. It's a different
matter that the Home
Minister is on a vacation
in Europe! Wow! Is that
part of the package of
being a minister in
Meghalaya? So what if our
economic indicators are all
going south!

My point is that a
vacation for a Home
Minister is a leisure he has
not earned. He is not on
top of things as far as law
and order are concerned.
Nor is he in command and
control of the Power
Department - another
additional responsibility
loaded on to him. Thisis a
Department that requires
reconfiguration and must
prune its flab if it is not to
sink to the point of
complete collapse. We the
people demand that the
Power Minister make
public the profit and loss
account of the MeECL. If
this is a Corporation then
its balance sheets have to
be available for public
viewing. The public of
Meghalaya have the right
to know how the money
recovered from their bills
is utilised. We need to
know the in-house power
generation capacity now
and how dependent we are
on NEEPCo. If we are
heavily dependent on this
national PSU then it is

better we outsource the
entire power distribution
business to it and wind up
the MeECL like we have
done with other failed
PSUs.

My second point is
that this Government acts
in fits and starts and does
not have a comprehensive
road map and nor does its
partners the UDP, HSPDP
and the PDF demanding
one. Please note that the
regional parties had their
separate election
manifestoes when they
went to the public before
the elections? Are those
points in the manifesto
being addressed or have
they all merged with the
NPP manifesto? If so then
they owe an explanation
to the public. Regional
parties please do not
mislead the people who
voted you, for the next
time around you are
looking at areal drubbing.
People might prefer to
vote a national party,
knowing that regional
parties can never form a
government without a
national party.

Now going by the
laundry list presented to
the Finance Commission
recently, which totaled a
mind boggling amount of
Rs 82,815 crore for the
next five years, the
priorities are heavily
skewed in favour of the
PWD - a money making
department if there is one.
Health as usual gets the
least attention. The
demands include Rs 4,956
crore for roads and
bridges, Rs 2,476 crore for
power, Rs 2,199 crore for
sports and youth affairs,
Rs 1,114 crore for water
supply and sanitation, Rs
1,048 crore for law and
order, Rs 957 crore for
education, Rs 580 crore for
health and family welfare.
One would have thought
that health would figure as
priority number two or
three considering the state
fares very poorly on the
nutritional index and in

maternal and infant
mortality front. Alas!
Where indeed is the

CHANGE we voted for?
But may | remind those in
the Government that we
are a state with a growing
number of poor people
and when we see
politicians flaunting their
royalty status we can get
very angry.

TOTHE EDITOR

Fishingin
troubled waters

Editor,

So the banned outfit
HNLC has finally given its
views and opinion on the
troubled Them Metor
problem and what they have
written is not the least
surprising to one and all. At
best one can describe the
outfit's call to kill al Punjabis
living in Meghalaya as
outrageous and stupid but at
its worst its a deliberate
wicked attempt toinflameand
arouse unnecessary
communal tension between
the Khasis and the rest of the
citizens of India. The HNLC
has tried to give a patriotic
colour to its call and that the
threat given by it is to protect
and defend the interest of the
Hynniewtrep people, their
land but nothing can be
further from the truth and
actually any HNLC action on
the matter will boomerang
badly on the Khasi
Community asawhole. It will
hurt Khasi people working
and studying outside and
such People will lose precious
jobs, students will be forced
to return home, our tiny
community will be encircled
and the sense of frustration
within  Meghalaya will
increase. This is what the
outfit wants and it is fishing
in troubled waters as it can
only survive when there is
disharmony and
dissatisfaction as well as
failure of law and order in

society. This attempt at
misinformation by the
HNLC should not blind us
to the fact that it is a bunch
of desperate murderers,
terrorists, extortionists,
thugs and anti nationalists
while statements from
Sainkupar Nongtraw are
sounding more and more
like statements from ISI of
Pakistan and that Petriotism
and love of mother land is
the last thing that they
represent.

This brings up an
interesting question: Why
is the Home Minister of
Meghalaya keeping quiet
about the whole thing? No
meeting with the Police has
been called. No
consultation with those
who have earlier dealt with
militancy has been made.
No challenge to this
outrageous threat has been
forthcoming from the Home
Department of Meghalaya.
Why is the Home Minister
of the State only interested
in peace talks with this
murderous outfit as all
such action will simply
demoralise the police force
of the state. The Harijan
Panchayat Committee of
Them Metor has written to
the Union Home Minister
asking for protection. The
State Govt has been painted
in very poor light and the
Meghalaya Home Minister
takes this lying down?
Don't we have any
confidence in our own
Police force? The State

Govt should immediately
take up the matter with the
Centre. It should impress
upon the Govt of India to
take up the issue of HNLC
refuge in Bangladesh
among the Khasi
community there. India
enjoys a good relationship
with Bangladesh so India
should demand that anti
national elements and
terrorists using that
territory as a safe heaven be
flushed out; force be used
against their hideouts and
against those who give
them shelter in Bangladesh.
The HNLC must be flushed
out of their safe heavens in
the neighbouring country.
They should be forced to
flee back to India where our
own Police can then finish
them off one by one. The
Meghalaya Police have the
capacity to wipe them out
and we had done it before
earlier. This is not the time
for olive branches but for
tough action against such
snakes and vipers.
Yours etc.,
JK Kharsohnoh,
Viaemall

Health
administration
must improve

Editor,

| wish to congratulate Dr.
Khyllep, Dr. Surong and
their team for successfully
operating a large neck mass
at a small government

facility(reported in the
Shillong Times, June 10th,
2019). Many a time such
efforts seem like a
thankless job, considering
the amount of preparation
that goes into each
surgery, and criticism any
failure would bring. It isto
be noted that their efforts
to provide further services
is limited by the non
availability of blood bank
services.

| wish to contrast this
with your editorial, Hedlth
sector in distress, (ST May
4, 2019), wherein it was
portrayed that doctors are
responsible for the dismal
state of Healthcare in the
state. While there are a
few black sheep, as in
most professions, a lot
depends on the
administration, which in
general is a non medical
person's job. No matter
how hard a doctor toils,
without support from the
administrative team, not
much can be done. While
you have called upon
doctors to work beyond
office hours, why not ask
the administrative staff to
do the same? In fact if
administrative efficiency
improves, better
Healthcare can be
provided to the public.

Would the media look
into the adequacy of staff
at Ganesh Das and other
government hospitals? If
not, who is to expedite the
appointments? Why is the

Shillong Medical College
not ready several years
after the foundation stone
being laid? While it's easy
to blame doctors, it won't do
anything to improve the
hedlth care of the state. The
media needs to raise the
right questions for the
society to improve.
Yours etc.,
Dr Caeb Harris,
Viaemall

CAUin
Meghalaya

Editor,

If media reports are to be
believed, then Meghalaya
may not get the much
needed Central Agricultura
University. If thisissoit will
be the saddest story of the
state. We in Meghalaya are
urgently in need of such
Universities as students
have alot of aspiration from
such a University. The
University would have been
a blessing to the state in so
many ways if the proposal
had materialised. However,
the state government is
taking thisissue very lightly.
Writing a DO letter to the
Prime Minister will not be
sufficient. What is most
important is that the entire
cabinet should take this
issue very seriously and the
Chief Minister, Conrad
Sangma, should have gone
with a delegation of his
cabinet colleagues to the
Prime Minister and Union

Agriculture Minister to
press hard for setting up of
the Central Agricultural
University in Kyrdemkulai
as earlier promised by the
then Union Agriculture
Minister Radha Mohan
Singh, who had also laid the
foundation stone of the
building there. This issue
was raked up by the
Mawphlang MLA, S.K
Sunn in the Assembly last
year. The MDA
government took some
interest in it for sometime
last year but it did not
follow up the matter. Mr S.K
Sunn has again raked up
this issue with the Chief
Minister recently vide aDO
letter to him to ensure that
this CAU is materialised in
Meghalaya and not to be
blackmailed by Manipur.
Yes, the MDA government
under Conrad Sangma
should not take things lying
down in this regard but
pursue this issue to its
logical end. | am certain that
if this issue is left only to
the state Agricultural
Minister, Banteidor
Lyngdoh, the much needed
CAU will not see the light
of day.
Yours etc.,
Philip Marwein,
ViaEmail.

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writerauthors and not
that of The Shillong
Times

|s Technology
theAnswer or
the Question?

By Ananya S Guha

Technology is breathing
into our lives today and we
breathe it out! Can we think
of alifewithout asmart phone
or the Internet? We are
getting smarter and devious
as well. So we circulate false
news for propaganda, this
has acquired a status- fake
news. There is a halo around
it and adesign behind it. It is
used to falsely propagate,
incite or define person and
persons. And the vehicles
for such malice are what is
known as social media sites
meant for networking among
peers, friends, writers, artists
and colleagues. Let us pause
here. Facebook insisted in its
beginnings to trace old
friends and reconnect with.
Linked In expressly mentions
not to ' befriend' people you
do not know. Now people are
using it to hound new
enemies. There is an
inversion of what it was
meant to be originally. Whats
App groups are used to
sensationalise news and in
the process murder it.

What is perhaps
frightening is that the virtua
world is replicating, even
substituting the real world.
So you wave, yes you wave
at your virtua friend or even
your real friend. But you don't
need to meet him or her to
wave. You can do it on your
mobile phone. Time and
spatial redlities are new myths
or the new realities.Reality

thunder silent plodders,
workers, writers and artists
miss out on this
aggrandising and
belligerent networking.
And education? We
have the much vaunted e
learning where for school
students someone lectures
and displays videos.So
there is further separation
of the classroom which in
the normal situation in
schools in India are
separate because of elitism,
affordability and
hierarchies. Technology
has no time constraint. But
we have. Can we
continuously keep on
cutting and pasting, or our
children to do their
homework? But e learning
that is electronic learning is
a much more complex
process of interaction,
synchronous and
asynchronous learning. It
engenders the philosophy
of multiple classrooms in
consonance with
ontologies of open and
distance learning. It is aso
meant for disadvantaged
learners socially,
economically and those
living in remote areas.
Alternate sources of
learning such as open
access journals should be
the high points of
educational access today.
Adults and children
now share a common world

The Internet and the mobile have
become more than status symbols,
political and social insignias to
pursue relentless ideologies, mind
you not free thinking ideas. Hence
a time warp between past and
present iscreated. Wewatch reality
shows which are bizarre and
unreal. We share news with such

alacrity that

they become

indigestible. The print media used
to a certain sobriety cannot cope

with it.

has been imposed upon a
myth. The world is never so
fabulous as now. There is no
need for children to read
fables or fairy tales. They are
al around you ubiquitously
on your lap top, mobile or
some techie pad or the other.
With the Internet of course
driving them.There is no
need for aesthetics or artistry,
there is Siri for you to do the
talking and answering your
inane questions. Who says
we are living in aglobal or a
post global world?We are
living in a self obsessed
ulocal world me, solely 'me
driven. Books can be
published anywhere on the
Internet, not only e books
but me books read my books.
The emphasis is on Me and
it should be there anywhere
on the www and people
should know this.
Knowledge then is through
information and circulation
which is enforced and not by
means of appreciation.
Appreciation comes through
" likes. Never have we been
more self congratulatory.
Never have we been so
narcicistically driven
because of technologically
abetted- metaphorically put,
| phones.

There has never been
such atechnological boom as
now, but also crisis. Thecrisis
ishere: making anendinitself
rather than a meansto an end,
the arts, poetry, fiction and
related imaginative
processes. Yes there are
online expressions of art and
aesthetics, we have e books
but the virtuosity of the
printed word gets missing is
lost in this jungle of the | the
me, my interview, my face, my
book . In the process of
stealing the limelight or the

the world of mobiles and
excitement. Real knowledge
or the pursuit of happiness
cannot come through such
excitement. They can come
through  the quieter
pleasures of life such as
philosophy, arts, music.
reading and writing. We
can afford al these through
the Internet but not as
slaves. The robotic era has
indeed dawned. Man as
machine is no longer a
postulate but a hard redlity.
Very soon we will be
planning visits to the moon
uncomprehending its
innate physical beauty,
what we see of it and the
metaphor it has created for
the poet, lunatic and the
lover.

The Internet and the
mobile have become more

than status symbols,
political and social
insignias to  pursue

relentless ideologies, mind
you not free thinking ideas.
Hence a time warp between
past and present is created.
We watch reality shows
which are bizarre and
unreal. We share news with
such alacrity that they
become indigestible. The
print media used to a
certain sobriety cannot
cope with it.

So what do we do? How
do we throw the virtual out
of the real? A rhetorical
guestion. We cannot. Very
soon the dichotomy
between man and machine
will blur into horrendous
proportions with al the talk
about robotics and machine
made men. But Man will
always remain the social
anima he was meant to be
and he should make the
most of it!
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Doctors protest snowballs
IN an unprecedented move the Indian Medical
Association (IMA) observed anation-wide protest
on Friday to condemn the violence against doctors
inWest Benga. On Tuesday last, twojunior doctors
at NRS, Paribaha Mukhopadhyay and Yash
Tekwani, werebrutally assaulted by relativesof a75
year old patient who died at the Hospital. They both
suffered head injuries. Dr Mukhopadhyay, who
suffered askull fracture, hasundergone surgery at
thelngtitute of Neurosciencesin Mullickbazar while
Tekwani isadmitted to NRS. The doctorsappealed
to Sate Chief Miniger, MamataBanerjectointervene
in the matter and ensure that such attacks against
doctorsdo not recur. But Banerjee maintained astiff
stance and accused the protesting doctors of being
ingtigated by her palitical rivasintheBJR This, after
the doctors haverepeatedly stated that they are not
affiliated to any political party. Even the World
Medical Association has passed aresol ution against
violenceon hedlthcare centresand called for bringing

sronglegidation.

Meanwhile the IMA demanded a national law
against hospital violence that provided minimum
sevenyearsimprisonment for perpetratorsof hospital
violence. It aso demanded alaw that would ensure
that cases are registered and culprits are arrested
and convicted. The IMA wants hospitals to be
declared specia zones and the State to provide
security tothem. In Bengal doctorsbeing beaten up
by relativesof patientsisaregular offence. Itistime
that effective laws are implemented to prevent
reldivesfrom barginginsdethehospital and atacking
doctors. On Friday, doctorswore black badgesand
held protests at the headquartersof all State units.
All 2,500 local branches of the IMA will send an
email to Prime Minister, Modi and Union Home
Minister, Amit Shahto urgefor passing of aCentra
law against hospital violence. The shutdown of
medical serviceshasimpacted thousandsof patients
acrossthe state and sparked of f angry responsesfrom
the public but doctorsare adamant in not lifting the
strike unlessthey are assured of their safety. Itisa
sad commentary on West Bengal that whenthetop
cop of the State Rgj eev Kumar wasto be questioned
by IB deuthsin February thisyear on the Saradha
scam, the CM sat on a protest against what she
termed asthe centre'sdraconian policy. Now when
doctorsare demanding asafeworking environment,
sherefusesto empathisewith them. Instead, Mamata
held apolitical rally on Friday and maintained an
adversaria stance against the protesting doctors.
Turningevery issueintoapoalitica footbal isMamatas
forte but this has exacted aheavy toll onthe health
services of the state. At the end it's the public that

auffers

| LOOKING BACK |

June 19, 1989

Vandalism in sanctuaries

Whether the vandalism
wrought in the Manas
sanctuary is the handiwork
of militants with the current
Bodo agitation needs to be
probed by impartial agencies.
The more plausible
assumption would seem to be
that the poachers who have
always been on their
nefarious game of destroying
the flora and fauna wealth in
these reserves for their
personal gain would only be
intensifying their activities
under cover of the militant
agitation casting a smoke
screen on those in charge of
protecting the sanctuary.
There may have initially been
more cases of militants
seeking refuge in the Manas
seclusion to avoid the man-
hunt for them, but it it unlikely
that they should be seeking
to convert the sanctuary into
an operational base. Far less
likely is that they should be
killing the wild life which on
the face of it does not appear
to serve any positive political
purpose as such.

The wanton destruction in
the Sanctuary reported in
recent weeks has taken a
rather heavy toll seven

tuskers, four Rhino s and
four Royal Bengal tigers
have been killed but the
killers have so far remained
untraced or even
unidentified meanwhile the
Union Environment
Ministry have got actively
interested in the matter and
in consultation with the
Assam Government drawn
up plans for ascertaining
the except of damage done,
and this done after an agerial
survey.

The Ministry has
sanctioned Rs 50 Lakhs
with which it is proposed to
purchase weapons,
motorboats, light vehicles
and tents. It is somehow
surprising that these were
not available to the
vigilance staff aready, but
what is no less important is
to revamp and overhaul the
entire security set up in this
sanctuary.

That there have been
lapses in the upkeep of the
Manas and no less in the
Kaziranga also were not
atogether unknown to the
local authorities concerned
and the governments in the
State and at the Centre.

We have already lost
our beloved Lum Shillong
once and we cannot do so
again. So | totally
empathise with Havenly
Lyngdoh when s/he
expresses shock at the
State Government’s plan
to construct a ‘link road’
between Malki and Laitkor
and an ‘approach road’ to
Shillong View Point.
Lyngdoh'’s registration of

horror is completely
justified: “....U Lum
Shillong will become

barren....the scenic
beauty of Shillong will be
a past glory; all water
sources will dry up and
citizens of Shillong will
face tremendous water
shortage” ... (Shillong
Times, May 30, 2019)
What is it with
Meghalaya governments
and roads? On the one
hand they routinely ignore
city roads crying out for
repair and yet are happy
to dream up schemes to
wreck pristine
wonderlands in order to
build new roads. Are these
new roads really in the
name of connectivity and
tourism? Or is the
underlying story the same
old one? That whiff of
money turning our heads
away from focusing on

what really needs
attention.
Synshar, Bishar,

Rangbah Saidthma/U sur
matlah u Sbai Rupa-
(Rulings, judgements,
exchanges intense/All
blinded by the silver
slime), and Khyndai
Umdih baroh kin rngat -
The nine clear springs will
soon run dry-words
directly referencing the
life-sustaining waters of U
Lum Shillong.

Thus wrote our beloved
Soso Tham in 1936. Tham
however still hoped for a
new dawn but
increasingly all we can
look forward to s
environmental disaster.
Four decades ago in his
contribution to a
collection of essays
appropriately entitled
Khasi Heritage, Mr RT
Rymbai harboured the
same sense of foreboding.
He is specifically referring
to the Jaifitia Hills but | am
sure you will agree that he
is speaking on behalf of

Roads......

By Janet Moore Hujon

the state as a whole.
“...Forests...are now
vanishing...The greed for
money in the minds of the
father and the mother
because of a craze to build
new houses, to keep up
with the Joneses, hastens
the sale of primitive
forests to the grasping
forest contractors who
reach every creek and
corner of the land with
their monstrous trucks to

| have long taken my
mother tongue for granted
and it is only the process of
translation that made me
realise how the natural
world influences the way we
express ourselves. Often to
describe someone whose
face is tender and glowing
with health we say: “I um
ka khmat”. Tenderness, felt
and perceived, is rooted in
the word um-water. This
simple solacing expression

Confused thinking, thoughtlessness
and alack of vision seem to mark the
official position. Other contributorsto

the Shillong Timeshavehighlighted
thecontradictionsunderlying
gover nment policiesincluding planting
treesto protect theenvironment while
planningthedestruction of pinesthat
havelong been theguar diansof our
water resour ces, theabundance of
rainfall and yet thelack of initiativesto
managethisnatural resour ce; needing
timeto consider whether fossil fuels
should beasourceof revenueina

M eghalayawher ecoal mining has
already claimed livesand ravaged the
JaifitiaHills; promoting tourism but
paying scant attention tothenegative

iImpact tourist hordeshaveon the
environment.

destroy what it had taken
ages to build...This if not
checked...will ultimately
affect the economy of the
Pnars...because it is these
forests which feed their
perennial rivers with water
to irrigate their superbly
terraced paddy fields’...

Did anyone listen? Did
anything change?

So well done Havenly
Lyngdoh for pointing this
out, for today more than
ever we need reminding.
The old fears need to be
resurrected and fearlessly
challenged.

is packed with cultural
significance. Itispart of the
world-view of the Khasi for
whom our rivers, our
waterfalls and our springs
have been sources of life
and abiding joy. Water is
synonymous with
freshness, with restoring,
with promise and with life.
To be told we represent
these positive virtues is a
compliment welcomed in a
way that the following
contrasting assessment is
not: “I tyrkong”, which or
who looks dry. Randomly
felling trees strikes at the

heart of that Khasi
reverence for the natural
world, which is the only
reason why our landscape
has endured for millennia.

Confused thinking,
thoughtlessness and a lack
of vision seem to mark the
official position. Other
contributors to  the
Shillong Times have
highlighted the
contradictions underlying
government policies
including planting trees to
protect the environment

while  planning the
destruction of pines that
have long been the

guardians of our water
resources; the abundance
of rainfall and yet the lack
of initiatives to manage this
natural resource; needing
time to consider whether
fossil fuels should be a
source of revenue in a
Meghalaya where coal
mining has already claimed
lives and ravaged the
Jaifitia Hills; promoting
tourism but paying scant
attention to the negative
impact tourist hordes have
on the environment. The
Eden that is Nongriat, is
aready being poisoned by
plastic  bottles and
packaging littering the
slopes leading down to the
bridges. What is the point
of telling the world about
the ingenuity of our
people if we do not first
respect why and how they
were able to live in
harmony with the
environment.

It is time to stop
fostering that ‘been there,
done that” mentality and to
once again tell the story of
ancient truths as it was
once told by those who
have gone before, who
understood that Ka maw
ka dieng kan dang kren
briew, (Wood and stone
still speak to man). We
need to revive the old
narratives so that we do
not merely seek the
superficial view but learn
to experience and respect
- only then will roads really
connect. And
where'tourism potential’ is
concerned let us focus on
the kernel — potent —
‘being powerful, being
able’ — in order to enable
rather than disable. Let us
walk the old ways with
care.

TOTHE EDITOR

Oddsare
stacked against
ST candidates

Editor,

The Central Agricultural
University (CAU)
headquartered at Imphal,
Manipur is a prestigious
educational  hub  for
thousands of students
across the country for
pursuing degrees in
Agriculture and allied
sciences. It has branches
spread across the North
East. Recently, this Ingtitute
advertised the recruitment in
various teaching posts for
a total of 155 vacancies in
various disciplines.
However, this is where all
hopes for Scheduled Tribe
candidates, possessing
PhD degrees, are dashed to
the ground. In a ridiculous
turn of events only a mere
5% vacancy out of a total
155 is reserved for ST
candidates, thereby leaving
many belonging to this
category in deep dilemma. It
is a known fact that nabbing
a seat under Unreserved
Category (UR) will be a
herculean task due to the
disappointing selections of
yester years. Even in this
5% there is little to no
vacancies in Assistant
Professor Posts, with only
one vacancy each for ST in
agriculture, fisheries and
veterinary sciences. Just a
reminder that this is the
same Institute where in its
last recruitment in 2017,
provided only a laughable
3% vacancy to STs. All the
states where CAU is spread

out have a dominant ST
population but why is there
still no effort made by this
Institute to include the
local well qualified tribals
for teaching jobs? Is it
because the management
of this Institute, sitting in
Imphal, don't think that STs
are competent enough? If
an opportunity is never
provided for STs, then can
we ever hope to see great
tribal scientists emerging
from this region? Lastly,
thisis an urgent pleato our
representatives in the
government to take note of
this matter so that the ST
community can have a
better representation in this
Institute.
Yours etc.,
Baiarbor Nongbri
Ph.D., Scholar,
CPGS, Central
Agricultural University,
Umiam, Meghalaya

Water crisis
looking large

Editor,

Reading "Day Zero
looms large" by Dr
Saraswati (ST June 13,
2019) is scary and
nightmarish. We now know
that Indiais the highest user
of ground water having
used up 25% of the total
ground water. What
percentage of that 25% is
being used by corporates
like Coca Cola, Pepsi,
Bideri etc., isaquestion to
be answered by the
Government. Nalse-Jal
Scheme to provide piped
drinking water has proved
to be a false, unachievable

election stunt. 100 million
people will run out of water
by 2020. At present water
tankers in Maharashtra are
earning not less than Rs 9
crore a day and children are
seen drinking water from
wells, full of mud. Having
thousands of kilometers of
coastlines with nuclear
power, makes desalination a
distant dream. The
Chernobyl disaster and
disposal of nuclear waste is
too great arisk for a glass of
drinking water. Saddest is
when the writer laments that
experts and engineers
silence the voice of people
affected. On June 13, the
BBC news bar read,
'Australia approves the most
controversial coal project.’
This project belongs to
Adani a businessman and
close dly of the BJP, hence
our parliamentarians
thumped their desks in
approval.

A few metres away were
children with placards who
are fighting a losing battle.
It seems UN Goal 6 is
helpless in this regard. One
person carried a poster
which read, "If you want
mining, do not vote Labour".
Thus when politicians with
greed, coal lobbyists in
Australia and sadly in our
State too and timber lobbies
in the Amazon slaughter
forest cover right now at the
rate of 160 football grounds
(mind you this is world cup
sized football grounds)per
minute, even while armchair
environmentalists who fear
both hydel and nuclear
projects and who wept
painfully when a man eater
was shot dead, all work in

tandem to speed up the

reign of Ground Zero then

it is all over. Very sad
indeed!

Yours €tc.,

M. Khyriem

Viaemail.

A vexed issue

Editor,

The Sikh community
have made Shillong, or in a
broader sense, our land i.e.
'Ri Khasi' astheir home. No
doubt this community has
contributed in different
ways in the evolution of the
Khasi society which many
are not aware of. But times
have changed and so have
people with the onset of
modernization. The best
solution for all concerned
and in the overal interests
of the Sikh community isfor
them to be relocated
elsewhere since the centre
of lewduh (Them
Mawlong) is a slum and
living conditions are such
that there is no scope for
improvement. Taking into
consideration the lack of
parking space and also
access  during any
emergency, the only way
out is to free the present
space. There must not be
any hardening of stances
or posturing but a common
effort must be made,
keeping in mind a better
future rather than regret the
opportunity.

Yours etc...
Dominic S. Wankhar,
Viaemail

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not

that of The Shillong Times

Modi's Tsunami-2

Time to wake
up on Defence

By PK Vasudeva

Certainly, the election
results are a Tsunami-2 for
Modi, bettering his 2014
performance. Riding on a
massive saffron surge
sweeping through most
parts of India, the BJP-led
NDA Government became
the only non-Congress one
to return to power in Indias
political history.

Repeating its near
improbable feat of landslide
victory in North, East and
West, the NDA with a vote
share of nearly 50%
surpassed its last Lok Sabha
elections tally of 336 to
achieve a super-sized
number of 354, out of the
total of 542 seats with the
BJP's triple ton of winning
303 seats. The Congress
with 52 seats did not make
10% of the Lok Sabha
strength of 543 (55), hence it
was denied the status of
Leader of Opposition (LOP)
for the second time.

Undoubtedly, Modi's
emphasis on national
security post the Balakot
surgical strikes in February
strengthened his image as a
strong and decisive |eader
and defeated the
Opposition's efforts to focus
on economic and social
issues with NaMo riding to
victory on the crest of
nationalism and national
security.

Indeed, he used the
terrorist attack in Pulwama
by "enemy" Pakistan and
Balakot as part of his

resolve to abrogate Article
370, which gives Jammu and
Kashmir autonomous
status and annul Article 35A
which the BJP and its
Government finds
discriminatory against non-
permanent residents and
women of the Valley. One
hopes this is implemented
sooner than later to prove
that the Administration
means business.

"We believe that Article
35A is an obstacle in the
development of the State.
We will take all steps to
ensure a safe and peaceful
environment  for all
residents of the State. We
will make all efforts to
ensure the safe return of
Kashmiri Pandits. We will
provide financial assistance
for the resettlement of
refugees from  West
Pakistan, Pakistan
occupied Kashmir (POK)
and Chhamb," promises the
BJP manifesto.

On another critical issue
--- restructuring higher
defence management --- the
Congress manifesto talks of
establishing the office of
Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) as asingle advisor to
the Government on defence
related issues and a member
of Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS).

But the BJP manifesto is
silent on this important
issue. There is a definite
requirement of CDS as
recommended by earlier

The BJP manifesto had declared
that it would " speed up the
purchases of outstanding defence
related equipment and weapons,
and equip the armed forces with
modern equipment to strengthen
the strike capability of the armed
forces'. In reality this does not
match itsrhetoric on the
acquisition of defence equipment,
because of poor allocation of
defence funds.

'Hindutva-Security' platform.
Which helped build his
macho image and a
statesman who talked as an
equal with world leaders like
US President Donald Trump,
Russia's Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

However, his Government
has not been able to do much
on national security and
defence related issues
during his previousfive years
term. The modernisation of
its defence forces suffered
because of poor alocation of
defence budget ---- only
1.44% of the GDP, the least
since 1962.

Clearly, thisis detrimental
to armed forces capabilities
in case of twin offensivefrom
either of the two hostile
neighbours. It is high time
that the BJP-led NDA
Government concentrates on
modernisation of its defence
forces and allocates
sufficient funds during the
next five years to make its
Armed Forces and
deterrents strong.

The BJP manifesto had
declared that it would
"speed up the purchases of
outstanding defence related
equipment and weapons,
and equip the armed forces
with modern equipment to
strengthen  the  strike
capability of the armed
forces'. In reality this does
not match its rhetoric on the
acquisition of defence
equipment, because of poor
alocation of defence funds.

Nonetheless, the BJP's
clear and unambiguous
stand on issues of
nationalism and internal
security, reflected in the
Policy of "Zero Tolerance
Against Terrorism and
Extremism" and "giving afree
hand to security forces in
combating terrorism" did
work.

As expected, the Party
has repeatedly reiterated its

high-powered committees -
-- Subrahmanyam
Committee 2001, Group of
Ministers Committee 2002
and Naresh Chandra
Committee Task Force 2011.

Besides, there is a dire
need of integrating Ministry
of Defence with the three
Armed Forces
Headquarters by posting
officers in the Ministry for
better coordination, fast
acquisition of weapons and
equipment and infusing
efficiency in the system.

Importantly, the Modi
government should be
magnanimous in honouring
the good points of the
Congress manifesto like the
appointment of CDS and
implementing reformsin the
defence forces.

On the economic front
India has been rated as the
fastest growing economy
of the world by the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank has ranked it the 6th
largest economy beating
France. India is now likely
to beat Britain in the next
fiscal by emerging as the
5th largest economy of the
world. Today needsto work
post haste to overcome the
critical economic situation
and its failures in several
economic sectors: High
unemployment level, the
agricultural crisis and the
impacts  of sudden
demonetisation and poor
implementation of GST.

Hopefully, the Modi
Government will create a
healthy environment for
accepting positive
suggestions of Opposition
Parties. All Parties must rise
above demeaning their
rivals, should forget the
electoral rancor and curb
abusive language against
each other as al Indian have
one aim: Growth of country.
---- INFA
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Think betore you drink

"3
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Dr Anjuna Kannsnkara
alass of chilled
ol drnk
conkl  wilhout
douht ot the
spil especral by
when vou are lselmg oo
tresd or thirsty after a long
diry. The fize moving daowmn
the almentary canal can e
s sabisfvimg that vou feel
refreshed amd bursting with
emerpy. Bl have voun aver
cared 1o thmk aboul what
The chissalved carbon deoxxde
el added sugars da o vour
body once vou golp down

the glass of aerated drink
Stncdees reveal that maon:
than hall of the voung gen-
cration of the world has al-
apted the habit af consuming
suft drinks am a regular basis
Taking sugary drmiks such as
cipla products can lead w a
nimber of shockmg hsalih-
relatzd problems. Based on
a reamarch by health woles
Waade Meredith amd an me-
loeraptue by lomer Uk
pharmancast Mg Mok, the
elfects of these sweeterned
drmkz msde the bady 13 re-

visalixl as quite dhsiurhing

First 10 minwics

Approximaiely 1) T
apoonis of Sumar enbers your
aystem which is supposad o
be more dlsan the maximem
recomimended  daily  intake

for the body. The action of

e phosphonc acid  stops
e body from vouniting that
miight maturally cocur due 1o
il overwhelming sweetness

I 200 maimutes

[he blaad SLIEar alaots up
and insulin 15 released more
b the pancreas o fackle
this. Tle pancreas chugs
aut msulin to elp ranspoit
the sugar {which i3 a cas-
balydrate) te vour muscles
for energy. But if the blood
sugar condent s mone duan
what could be slored i the
muise e tigsnes, all the excess
sugar found in the blood
atreadn &t that el is furmed
1o fat a8 & result and stosed
in the lver

I 400 maimutes

Within 40 minutes, calfeine
absorplionn i3 complete and
sz pest of vour body responds
accordingly. Yoar pupils be-
come  dilated, your  blooed
pressune rises and the liver be-
::'il'lh [LL] |]l.|||'||.'l-|."| Ol INOTe Sagar
into vour bloodstream. The
adenosine  receptors in the
birain are most likely blecked
i prevent drowsiness,

In 45 minutes

[he body starts o poo-
duce more dopamine, a neu-

rotransmiitter that  controls
the brain 5 pleasure centres
awd  reward-motivated  be-
haw i physically e
i way & haroin works.

I &0 minutes

The phosphonc acid binds
caleium,  magnesivm  and
2ime in the lower intestie
which gives a further boost
i the metabolizm.  This
compoundsd by high doses
of sugar and artificial sweet-
cberd increases the urnan
aexcretion of calcium. The
by wionkd start evacuating
the bonded minerals along
with sodivm, elastralyte and
water which would have
bty useful to the hady atl-
erwise bul now leaving e
by dehydrated.

After 6d minunes

The body has given away
mosl of the valuable nutr-
ainls, eontmues the tendencs
o produce more wrine, (e
rave aibsides amnd a suga
crash oceurs leaving you ir-
ritable and sluggish, wanting
tor resach for another glass of
the drank. It may becomse a
vicious eycle if not careful
etrriizh.

Other harmial effects

A daily glass of seda has
a negative elfect on vina-
ally every part of the body,
inchulig the lseart, lungs,
pecth and bram Your kid-
iy alse coines into play s
helping dump excess suga
through your wrine, mean-
ing vour body loses water,
whicly, along with the dauret-
ic effect of the caffeine i the
soda, dwreases your sk of
dehydration. The sugar and
coffeine m soda iz quite
the unbealthy combasanon™,
sy s D Aeytinogla, an eido-
crinabopist with the Universa-
iy of Chacage Modicae, The
affects may also iclude live
damage, toody docay, kidney
disease, diabetes, heartbam,
aateoporosis, iy peniensgion,
heart disease and il.'ll.]"."i.I.iIL'd
digestion

Having =aid this, thers
might 1 be an urgent need
to  bamish nernted  drinks
from your life. An occasion-
al glazs camnob pese much of
A significant impact on your
health. The Eev is to lnnit it
to mederate quantities if you
cannot  abstaim from con-
suming it. Logical reasoning
wonld make ws umderstand
the harm these drinks canse
o our body and surely we
need o think twice before
including it m our daily Tou-
Lt

The anihor b2 direcroe
Tl Foidanion, abd
serilor direcior FIFCH

Y

There are options
for NE students

n aur last edition we hind published about paromedics

or parnmedical courses s a careet ophion. Thonks for

feedbacks from resders ond 1 request them 19 keep
sending feedbacks te imiprove this column

The AL Incdan Instituge of Speech and Heanmg was
gstablished m the yenr 195 as on sutopemoes instneie
fully Tunded by dhe Mimstry of Health amd Fomily Wl fare
provides varions courses like certificote course on Com-
munizution diserders, MSc (Andiology'y, Diploma m
Hearing Aid and Enrmould Technoleay (DA and BT,
B5 (Speech-Languoge Pothelogy ), Diplemn in Trmnmg
Young (Dent amd Hearing ) (INTY-EHHH ), BachelonMWoster
in Specinl Educstsen, ete. There are other courses apar
from above menboned courses

RIPANS: The Regional Instinie of Parnmedical
and Mursmg Scwences (RIPAMS ) was established dur-
ing 199495 under Morth Esstem Council (MEC) as an
putenomaons body with doe apprevel of the congerned
minetries of the Government of Indin o cater to the much
needed paramedical, nursing and phammacy personnel
im the mertheastern stotes of Assom, Anmachal Pradesh,
Blamapur, Mizerum, Meghalayva, Magaland, Tropura and
Sikkim. The institule 15 sitwabed on the outskirs of Awow]
m 4 secluded hally slope of about 35260 bighos I8 wos
transtermed to the binestre of Health ard Fomaly Welbare
from MEC on April L, 2007, 11 affers courses like BSc
{BLT), Bachelor s
in Rodwgraphy amd
Imaging Tech-
nalopy (BIRIT),
Bochelar in Orpdom-
eiry (BOptom ), B
Fhorm, MPhamm,
TATSIng ef;

Apart from this
there is Regional
[stitute of Fharma-
centical Technol-
ogy (RIFEAT)
in Apartaln that
olbers courses lke
BEFhorm. We will
publizh more about
coregr apiins re-
laled to optometny

GUIDE

Paramedical
Courses ~ 11

Updates;

Inda-U5 Fellowship for Women im 5TEMM
(WISTEMM) Z00%: The Depariment of Science amd
lechmology (35T Crovermment af [nchia g Indo<L1S
Sciemnce and lechmalogy Forum jomily mvate appleatons
for the Indo=LIS Fellowship for Women in STEMM 2019
fram female appheants pursumphaving a Phik degree in
science, lechmology, Engmeermg, Mathematics, or Medi-
caz, Lhe 3=f months long fellowshp has an ahgective to
presde apprariumaties o lemale ressarchers 10 harbour
Lhenr podeniial and capsalahiies and improve them, The
fellows have the apporianity o avidl @ monthly stipend
of 33008k arud other benefits, The scholarship s bemg
prowided b the Dhepariment of Science and Techno by
(IS Clowermumend of [ndha and the Incdo<)S Seemee and
Technalogy Fonam {(IUS5TF), Last date s June 1T

IDFC FIRST Bank MBA Scholarship 20019-21:
IDFLC FIRST Bank 15 mmvating Indean students pursu-
ma MBA progrmmmes m Incia 1o avanl scholarshgs o
thenr academae expemses | he scholarshp programme
s designed to encournge sludents who need financial
fssELanee 10 pursie management stadees ol selectsd 150
Hezchaols i Idha The scholarshapos bemg provided
by 1L FIRST Bank which 1= o renowned hinancial
institution that specinlises in providing debt financing o
comsumeers and MEMES m India, Asarants may apply an
o halore July 31

e qorthor 1y a carmer meentor; sl dreriner ang mof-
vatienal speaker and can b reached ai Boravganogeeail,
oo e A AR far any cameer melgied greries)

arth: The designated hell for all sinners

1 Smnjay L i

ama, what
dozs Papa
dir in ol-
fice”
He scores mon-
kews, darling.™

Whmt are the
sitamgest jobs  thot
involve wild animals?

Every momimg when 1 get to Shastn
Bhavan, my office, 1 hear the sound of
o mam heeting. He hoots off the entine
dary. His job 1 o score away monkey s
The monkeys mn when they see him
but whether 1t s becouse of his voice,
or the lorge shick he cormes, 15 0 moot
poant. Az soom ns he moves awvay ey
come back ond sl on the ledpes of
the upper stones of the bmlding
ared ouat=acde my winddow, where [ feed
them

[Megnl langur Ednoppers go frem
bunlding to baildmg (less so now be-
cinse 1 have them omested ) ond fie up
thear longurs an the gabe to keep rhe-
sus mankey s at bay, Some humans pre
paid by temples o dress up o= mon-
keys o scare the others away

Snoke milkers ore people whio es-
tract venom from snakes and other
rephiles for medical applicatons, For
the treatment of minor beard sitocks
amd preventmg blood clots, and for
anbi-venom senmms that can be used of
a1 persen is bitlen by oo snake. A b of
venom 15 needed every vear and the
milker ho= to spend all doy calching
arel squesEmg o snoke 5 mouth open
s thot he con push snoke fongs mio
a plostic contamer i order to milk
them. Bemg bitten 15 nof unusual. In

[, the Trules in Temnal Modu, who
were snike hunlers tor snake skin,
were fought by Romulos Whattaker
and Harmy Miller, to collect vensm
omd sl i o the snoke mstituies, In
178, an Irula Sooke-catchers Co-
op, owned amd operated by the Irula
imbals, was fommed with Romulus os
the technicol advisor amd permissns
were given to calch snokes and bnng
them to the Snake Park m Guomdy
where they are milked

Brazil mosquite researchers, fight-
mg muolarie, mus stody the biting
bt of the mosquata thot spreads this
dendly dhsense. In order o study these
mseis, Brazilinn scientists oiter them-
selves as bal [n the early evemng,
when mosquite activity 15 the mast,
n mosgquite researcher sets himsell up
mside o mosquite-nettimg end with o
gap 8t the bottom, Mosquitess fly in
ond pet trupped msude, where the re-
senrcher =itz As they bike the legs, be
or she droes them e a mouth tobe
and hen e a contamer, calchang up
tey SCH0 1m e boors fodich mesmes al
least MER biles) Many ressarchers
pel malana

Mo avean soainialest 15 emploved
by entomelogy  labormatones o cal-
lect vl samples Tom sack bands,
tor samalyse the avian flu pattem. This
means maving through ticlds and dor-
el 10 semrch of v

In 20 4, the Chiant Panda Protection
and Research Center in China™s Sxch-
i, ammoumeed s worldwide ssarch
fior pandn cub caretnkers. Contend-
ers faced severl elmmmation roumeds
befare gettms the gob. The ad stated,

Your work has only one s
sprenclaig 3635 davs wath the psndas

and shoring i their joys and sor-
rowe.”

Better that, than working in China®s
bear bile centres. Hears have o permia-
nent fubs fastened 1o their gall Blad-
ders, amd the bile gatherers have 1o

make sure the bile comes out and the
bear, though in extreme pain, does nst
die. The hile is collected n jars and
sold for ihe Chinese guack medicine
inedustry

O even the rabbit hair puller-puters

The Chingse and French grow mbhits
in by coges. Every six wweks the
huir pullers get them ouol, spresd eagle
them on o table with strmps ond then
pull 2ot bunches of har while the rab-
bats seream. Amuosement comes from
hitting the robbit to make 0 shot up

Movies, that need msects, employ an
inses |l wrangler. These individuals grow
ants, cockronches and flies for films
and exhibitions, and pel mone exodic
nsects depending on the movie order
The wrungler directs the insects during
filming, by modivating them with food
or pushing them sway with or ete. He
has troined them to respond

In Thoilaned, there 15 & whole m-
dustry of jewellery mads of butterfly
wings (you can s2¢ them on sale of the
airport). There are people who acte-
ally tear the wings of live butierflies
and quickly push them between plas-
i covers edged with a gold linmg
Add a hoeok ared voalo, earmngs!

Thet 15 1 thee snmmer league os snake-
skm catchers whe pan a hive snake to
thi board amed then simp is skm ol
Thes ns made e shoestwiallels -
s Tor the very nch and stupad

Crocodile skinners do the same
Ther piet 15 e calch the mowth of a
baby crocadle and bnd f, Hamane
@ naal man the neck whach paralysas il
anel Then stop the skim o1,

For every gy who sals a hve grass-
happer, an realiny shaows as degusiing
s Fear Factor and Survivor, thenz ane
peaple who are paid o do the sane
thimg m rsal hife, These mascchesis
are called Giross St lesiers and
therr hughly pad job melodes dong
averythmg thal 5 gross, hke sabing
worms or eeckraches, The film and

television wedustry emplovs them o
test disgusting ibems, such ns bugs pnd
Auids, 1o make sure it is snfe for oth-
2rs 1o COonsume on camera, in erder o
avead lpwsois

Professional elephant pomiers ond
dressers are hired to pant end deco-
mbe elephonts durmg the Fesbvibes
in Keralo. S Lanka has official out-
fitters for the elephanis taking part
in festivals, Ench elephant bos to be
mezsured, and custom mnde outfits
are minde lor the body, tmink, ears, ond
tail of the ammal. The drapery has to
fit snugly to the elephant’s hide. The
eloberale creptens ke sround two
months to make, The outfits are bought
b wenlthy fnmilies ond donoted to
the temple. Every vear al lenst fen el-
ephamts revolt under the heat of these
dresses, the noise and the bestmg of
the mabeuts, ond nm smek. They ore
etther killed mmmedintelv, oo punished
tor menths with beating

Till m few decades age leech were
ciollected e drvw blead from patiends
fisr therapentic nsssans, Lesch-gathar-
ers wabed through demse leech-filled
aress and allowed them 1o Latch omio
thizr lizgs and suck, losmg tremaendaons
amatnls of blood. When they were
covered with leeches they waded hack
and ook them off,

Ome shont hilfe and look how we
waste 1. Ume very enhghitened Ciur
okl me 30 vears apo that Barth was
the desgmated Hell tor all the sinmers
of the Umiverse, One loak ot these pobs
that we create amd | can believa i

o o B aeimad welfare moves
men! ecelae? gamalimsisie i, v
precieferanimalsing i eeg!




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONCG, SUMDAY, JUNE 16, 2014

Be straight
with yourself

Saulhguru, [sha Foundation

wilh-
guru:
Wheen

we Lalk abonid
HEA L UTR]
[TOCEs, W
are mil |i|.“.irl|.|_
aboal jumping
io conpclusions and assunmng
thimgs that we doomol kiow, 1
v ane sirarght enough 1o see
Wit | kmeow, 1 kmow, What [
o not know, 1o not know,™
yvirl are alnesly a spritual
aspirant. This is the Numdamenial
aspect of spintuality that 1 am
nat =0 Haky inmy head that |
ke up things. | am willing v
oarie L Termis wath what | Know
and do et ko, Clnce you see
ihis, the very natuns of hursm
inbelligence 1 such that i canmod
liwe with 1 dio et kneeee.™ T
wanls 10 Kiow, CUhnce wannlimg
T krowy conmes, seekimg wll
o, e the seeking conmes,
timeling & way could happen.
That 1= whiy, Gnce vou are on The
sprribual path we refier o vou as
a seekr

But right now, it looks like
the whode world 15 agaimst ths
simple “1 do ned know.”™ Whad-
aver e do ol knosy wae just
believe. The reasem why every
humin bemsg on the plamet is nol
a mahural myshic 1s biecaiss you
wenl ol shoppang Too early, [
once happened, Shankaran Pillai
gol arrested and was browsglil o
coart, The puclge asked  What
hisppensd? Why have you been
bronaght here? What are the
charpes?" Shankaran Fillna sad

| pust el Dwaly shoppang a
latdle too early.” The jodpe saad,

Ihat s miol & crome, that s benng
judiceous, W hat <o vouw mean
oo early? When diud you g™
Slamkaran Pillan said, [ wenl
hetore the shops opened,”

o g shopqng B early in
ihe sense, before vow can banely
PROTHMITGE VOUT W EME, Youl
almesdy kinow who god s, wh
hos wifie is, howy many children
he has, s adibress, s bartheay
what he likes, what be does
nint like  vou know the waorks
[nsbesd of giving vou these sally

st gestions amd answers, i vour
parents amd socaety had nertared
*1 dio ned knoaw™ = that youn
actusly o mod kneow anyEharg

where The hell vou Game Trom,
where voa wall go, vou dio med
kncew both then every human
baimg would have been a mystic
oy this plamsl. Because humian
infelhigence cannaot be satished
by just eatiim, sleeping and
lving well. Maturally ot wants
e ko, People Thonk thos 15 a
prrehlem bt this s a possibalany
Lo, Wi can either see it this
way or thal way, Some people
think ns a problem, but 15 The
greatiest prosiblity too

1 abor moot knew™ has heen de-
siroesd because vou belwevie The
reacymande answers vou have For
all the furlamsental aspects of
lifie. O vou believe something
That won div mist Kmew guist be-
cause a hook or someome savs so

with all due respect toall the
ks anel thae greatl men of the
past  vou destroy all possabili-
Hes of kiowing, Suppose [ el
vl somielhmg 1t vou de nol
kncew ard which 15 not in vour
expenence, the only choice vou
havie 15 either to believe e or
disbelieve me. 15 yow believe me
wiirl eliy il el iy Closer e real-
it I o diskelieve me vou sill

dir ol et sy loser 1o realiy, 17

vl wanl 10 gel somewhenz you
hawe 1o e in toach with reality
Citheraase vou wall nol gel anys
where, vink '.1.1|I_1l.|-1 hallucmate
that v knew things

Tlhozre 15 enough aiellect in the
world woday toe cultivate a cerlain
lewiel of awarenss m paople 0
se what they know, they Knoow
arkl what they dio not Enow, they
dir it kmio, This s a simiple
way o e, [ vou canmol be
siranghd with anyone in the
wirld, Thal s a soaal issoe ol %
L T s Bl yow swand e
progress sprritsally, at les take
e sanagle sbep in vour life: be
absolutely strght with yvoursslf

rhRa T 05 O VoR, mEsic
WISEENTATY i .'J.l'.'\-'!.l'q'll.'l'.llj: adthor
e was cogferred e Padira
Fahuehas in X7 far

e i ana

distinprished service)

(SEVEN)

My stories shaped around
dreams and devastations’

{eademicion Ajanta Poul 5 deday fio-
tion, The Elxir Moker amd Other Sio-
rles, @ cofleciion r.:_r',r_‘ shors fales, (5 I
a2 single llh']m:u,'_ perriey i motion S
purinis hiry II'|'|_'|'.:'|'||:I.|I|II'.'.' and ImEEes with
Hre ease grd cadince of a poed FEacl
sty Inas o distinet swlyecs ot rges
fram fnoken marmages, gender diafee-
ties, female fwriicide, ohe freedom move-
mend. irvails of streel cliidven, a -
iy Perwsndi annd iy sove, Tie wriler in
conversation with 1ENS carrespdi
Suprivie Haera:

You are the principal of 3 girls ol
lepe in Kolkats and are involved in
variaes pcidemic pursaits, How did
the iden of expanding into writing fic-
tion happen'?

Educationo] admimstmtien and pcadem-
s constitete the core of my prolession-
nl dutigs. 11 5 someithmg [ hike domg,
spacially mesting the challenpes that
come ane 5 way in the course of such
nn ceeupation. Wobing, however, 15 my
coovgens [t e only sustams mie, if clears
my mimd amed helps me e see things bel-
ter. In o sense, wrilmg was always there
ond pntedates the coreer which came
Later, and now that the latker 1= pboul to
close, T fegl iree b neturm bo dhe pursl
that alwaves drew me in the first place
S0, 1t s e 50 much about expoanding
ns [ should thik about reluming to the
originnl passion

You also have non-fiction to your
credit. Can you elaborate on that?
I have a book colled The

Star - Gazing

Meodern Britislhh  Short Sin-
e Ceilieal Delerpretations
(Presin, HEKE [ have also

By PL Ajai Bhambi

Sunday, JUNE 16, 2019

aditixl a book ditled The Rite
af Wewnge: Human Mighis in

Boon cpposts Yeanus On yur soler seluen cRad SrEunes a vary [ofundle
pasnd ahead. This i aveny beautiul comiinalon. Moon rapnasants cxsaty-
ity, cur imelerd and our inner feclings mhile Venus stands for angthing
beauikd in our|ves This wilbe amply seen inyouscase Thisis goinglobe
& et e o 0 & kel iceng 'will D hiigh. 'vioul meil D RCahing 1o maka ol ke

colorful These mee going o be wery proftable days ahead. Money inflow will

e conlinume: ¥iouwirdkd spend vishiy o pour Beshde. Thes aeclanes

ol geting inko @ pazeionals iove afiar with some vary chamsing person. it

ol esll Mo & RELasEil mamage.
Aries: (March 1 - Aprll 211)

This meah [eings undergianding and hammaony in persanal

&l proviessional mlahions. Yo gain mongy and inluence
frrough bnsiness verfums and parnership. You comes
wilh ol ISends and business ssnciakes. Being opsn and
race{rires, Wi afrard maresiing opporiunities and people.

You am happy as there i balance and hamony o fose
ard gnengy in [he wok anas Yo dad & new busness

[ejacd while adding 2es! 1 an okd one. Dond Sllow per-

5

Beorpin:(Delober 24 - Hovember 22
our comrunicslive sbliies mill Bpely be applied o proles
gondl warkd ambilions where Inowiesdpe and aducaiion ane

soral frefings tn inluence professional decisons

Tamus: (Aprl 21 - May 21)

This week brings condial reledons wilh 1amily and Iowed
s, Cranges inpersonal ra lelonshizs and etiudes nap-
pen by themsehis, wilh nalural e, mther than purssng
Fram Social, somands, inkdisciusl, and Tnandialoppaduns
Tiats: ariss noay, For ywou, & mpomssring comsersalon aboul
e paest oo albout sUppon can coour now. An opportunity o
imvesment 1o make quick gains & on Ihe s Crealies
Decipalons bing pasare Ensngy is hih and tinge
happen il Be mady o make quick decisions al waork
ard il sporlenenisly in perscnal sluslione

Giemini: (May 22 - June I}

Ak

This ke thie Tma o epkom and devalop & sanes o inner
scunity This i o ime dor re-organization and heightered
ewasenen Of wiur n0lE, e o infimacy and winenalik
by, andl 5 an aa ket Bme o bain uchwihoynur feelings
ard nepds. Foasing on your ppost systes andthe man-
e i wich you suppor olfes: & ke probabie Ths s &
g i b v b long-range plans fof e fule of 1o do
ary tpe of m-omganizing o eeen ae-modeiing of he home:
ard olher lamily-rebaed schiies.

Cancer (Jae 32 - July )

i ars dymamic and assari mhia making rew bagin
nings &l wiosk Homsver, you g sall & nd koving inpensnal
raiationshipe 1o Mainmain A belenca You maks mposant
thanges In pasonal and peolessanral shialions by nis-
gaaling contrasing slements of mpects Yiou am couss-
psiries el dipiom afic when you need fabe. You ae mady
torlacs professional compation o svalry. Victory s on the
mwds fier a shord perind of strife. Walking can be a ther-
peuic pasiinme and can add Lo your finess souine

L {uly 23 - Augusl 23

Yo ase oeigenal and ambdicds st Bng & personal syl in
miertewer you do Vou socalise with importanl pecpl: in
pomssr of guveminen. This prase chalenges you 1o ks
e e ke o miho-pou A and e your indh. s line
ot pour besst ook forward, but be sure o do sowith gmos
s considisslinn for othens, or you fey jusi rake adiplay
Trad you regral kaler, Gk pouread the inack 0f respoming
io whaiever comes, &5 A comes in He. Health needs 1o be
repheriished with o planned disl and Fiess achedues

Virge: (Augusl 24 - Seplessber 22)

S

‘o miay b tamptad i spandsecdra manay onthings thal wil
trothes yur e mone enrrbertsble andpheasant Yo relsing
peclessinnel postion of power and influence deeple al the
changes Thef happen sk mork SucTees inmalenal spacs s

¥

o cands Yolsane nobie mhen sporoached lof imahement ina
wirlry cause Your persnnl relsionshios oo rough & dneamy

andlisaresiory siage since i meil [ pro s and comssdmenl
11 &fire: bo makes A cavespwormi S in an angoing conlid and undes-

i snether penson & poinl of viem.

Libra: {Beplember 23 - Oolober 1)
Firsntes and budgets need b be kepl inmind 25 pou complese
projects and dlad néw venluess Yiou woukd mpnove pesanal
and| professional nations wih palienos, ove and cane il mould
b ey 1o avoid dscussions, ariliisss and anguments ou
woikd achisve profesionsl success wih your omn power,
wiktom and nssouncis. Y ou sy e sollude inosder o gel
meriialwiosk done during This fme. 'our memary isshamper than
usitial, and your thougghls often lum e personal malers, lasidy,

A kowved onss

pursued in onder io enhence caresr prospects and Anandsl
maliers Vour peraoral alfaine may sk five ko ssohe, be
palien snd persistenl Love, mmans, pery han, csibaion
ared lamily reuriors can bssp yous bussy and happy his wesk.
Festth resesti: b bes rrurfuned snd cannol be ignonsd

Zagittarius: (Movember 2 - Decamber 21)

L

ol mecuid bring a combinalion of wisdos and knowledge n
personal and prifessional Be. A pesondl | makermenl hasthe
oy s o s, bl e s e i s cessipes 1 s e
Lir hesal el risrnchiships mail b s, howe, e o o i rosom
rebafionships with seredadty. Mesy ideas and oonospls Boaked
Ly it arl o wvork: Pl will e eponerialed] Srgurments canbe
dedrimeénisl b peodudion in business and hamaimyin lamily. Go
ol in [ opeen nd mosmune with nalure i sl hedp yousslied

Iredia { Avenel, 23K revised

Shakespeare 5 Macheth (Un-
ent Blackswan, 2014} along
with @ few ather texts broghl
oull by the sane pubhisher As
o beicheer, | have natural v puibs
lshed papers m peereviewed
jonrmials over The vaars,

[cibentally | have an earlier
wiork of imagmative literahune
[t 15 & book of poans axl plavs
called The Jownrey Ftermal
publizhed by Salesian College,
Sthigun, m 2003, as part of its
Flatinumm Jubales commemor-
L

Phat apart, | have poems
schweduled For publicaton m
the Apnil tsswe of Sein, & pros
tgians  Bilmgual Joumal of
At froom Pittsburzh, LISA,

Teell ws o Bin alsowd visar debut
fictionn, e Flocir Waker amd
(hlier Searfex? How alid ihe
title idea come abhout?

Stories are impiortamt, They fell
s w0 minch aboul onrselves
even as lhey tell the world
abaul ws, In o sense slones
are us! A fecting thaught, the
slant of & sunbean through an

artll:e;:inl!inl h;” open wmclow, the jagged edge
' 0 The | ; r'"i i i T ol am ommage, a haumimg tune,
anvibma at all may ingger the

™

gvs [rom e coukd be fhe baginning of spisiual growth and
urdensianding. You s blessed with dvine msiom amd in-
gpired o Lske up & profisssional chalenge. Spirilusl pussuits
andl reciiaiion an be rewaniing Yiou geom and iransom as
you pass hough a louching emofionsl experience. This is a
periad during miich pou can enjoy incresssd pomens o con-
cenfrafion. Sarsindizle an especialy busy and hadic limeon

Lhe domesdic konl

Aquariue: [laniary 21 - Febreary 18)

&

Surress in busingss and e in pensonal pdalionship rans-
Tuoomis your e and sffludess. Thene aes chanoes of néw assicia-
Licyres a5 e cppsiunnifiess andl changess sy come o fires o
lind bedier créafve and progressise oplione. 1 wouki be bedes
Lo paricipabe in spcial and bamily celebrrions o ghlen up and
retan. This an s producs an evenl thal s pou lo ke
change and show your responsile side and omjanizafonsl
shalls 'viou s Inesh and re-enemgied alera bng walk o kghl

EEE IC15ES.

Pisces: (Febnsary 19 - March 20}

Thiss period Brings mae slliciensy and ey in your vk
‘iour |amiky modile] be mons supposive i |his is the bl me o
bing maie harmormy and plessanl inleraclions lo your reiadon:
ships. Trawdd, promiclion, o publishing could aks: figuss in your
career and benell you A prolession] colsboraton ooites
Logether when you have given up al the fopes of it Crstlie
and professional plans & e s b sl e snd il i besd o work
Livvenchs Tt perimdently. 'Wour businiss plars inme & magcal

oualy o peredtion and mspleion

iraim of assocmtions that gathe
it the Hnemments of o sory
It % all thene, wanmg o b ays
pressed, hke the muote o
M & shome, Elermial 1m 0% irsden
rhivibums  gust wating o be
by ol

You begin with these nasoent
apprehensions  and  somies
times it turns ool very difler-
ently fram what vou had per-
haps subliminally expected.

That, 1 feel, 15 the bewty
el miagee of art whach sur-
prizes ome with il capacity
for changetul conhgumtions
wihich are vet taethiol withmn
the authentwaly of setlang and
sifisation, The callectian undi
dnsenssion, The flide Uaker
i LAy Stowies, 15 a0 sel of
tale=s shaped around the themes
of changmg persanal ralatiem-
ships, of begnmmas and emds
ol dreams and  devastabons
ard boss amel longings that m-
evilably characterise the hu-

11T |:lTL'IiiL'a'II1I|_"1I'|

Oivient Blackswan 5 edition af

[t there 15 o predommant maedif which
emerges m the book 15 a whole, 1 think,
i 15 the dizsoletion and forgmg of

boundanes  geogmphical, secial, per-
ceptual, awd even temporal thot re-
defines and re-orders human experience
ek umderstendimg i interesting ways

The title stery, through s simuliane-
ous gollapse and conflation of life aod
art, and present and post, multples m-
tenzihes, exponding the symbolic scope
of the centml metaphor of the elir
muoker. challengma renders to make their
0wt connections ond mierences

Thas 15, of course, how [ see the work,
l= success or fmlure wall depend an the
resders  percepien of 1t whether 1t
halds together as o beak or nod!
Which is vour Tavoorite story in this
ciollection wmed why'!
Wl Storr 15 a persemal favaunnbe, [ like
it fior 1ts minghng of the strans of the
sub=contmental namative, cheamcling
as 1l does, a cataclysmie storm m Ban-
glidesh; the impleed migrations betweon
the two Bengals, amd later betwesn twao
mations alang with the disspons ompetus
@l the pwenbeth cenury with s con-
comilats of aieles |J-ur.'u|i:|.'r 1o the
ik lian

If there is a predominant
motif which emerges in
the book as a whole, |
think, it is the dissolution
and forging of bound-
aries  geographical,
social, perceptual, and
even temporal  that
redefines and re-orders
human experience and
understanding in
interesting ways

Good fiction is that
which seemingly
unfolds on its own,
developing organically
into a credible cosmos
entirely its own,
engaging the reader

Freedam 1% anadher Tavourite, not beast
becanse of s posiiion n ihe larger geo-
poliiacal hestory ol the paricolar regem
eviked, amd s engagement with a cons
wulsive cartography that tore aparl na-
s bl alse becanse such a trnmatic
tramshiar necessmly promises many un-
Tkl starie:

Framkly, | was hesitand o approach
such a sensitive suhject; one mderfused
with lavers of persanal irsumma, still res-
anatmg m the popular imagmaton amd
avigland with pam m the palinpesest of
shired experiences and conpedned histo-
TIS

iwspcbemtad by, v hinshared 5 Gamaly had
underiaken the joumey from Pakisian to

[ndin in 1947 (befors he was hornd and
| hid heprd onecdotes of the sume from
fmmily members, 5o, in oo sense, 1 leli
connested fo this seminal separmtien amd
the wntimg of Fresdom was o cothar-
i experience lor me, in the woy thal
i weonld be for ony Indiem or Pakistam
clizen

D you have any favourite suthor?
O course, [ have several favourthe ou-
thers  Emest Hemingway, Alice Walk-
ar, Tom Momison and Glarn Meylor
among the Americans; Virginia Woolf,
Faiherine Maonsfield and lan McEswan
amang the British and %S Maipoul, Sal-
man Bushadie, Rohinton Mistry, Yikmam
Seth and Anmdhoti Bov among those
with sub-continental affilintions. There
are severil more; these I'|i||'|'||.'!lh]||.'i|: came
readily 1o mumd

Whal, sccording o vou, makes far a
pand Action?
Ciood hetien 15 that which seemingly
unfokts an 115 own, developms orman-
cally mio a credible cosmos entirely ais
awn, engaging the resder o prticipate
in thist weeld, complete in sl and be
topched {even trmansfommed?) with =
truth of setting, chanwcter ancd action

For me s thal lomnees guadiy
whether ot 15 Salman Bushdee 5 evoca-
e af Beambay in Wamighe = Childmen,
Ernest Hemmgway 5 amevocable s
themticity of dulogne and stustion in
The Shant Happy Life af Franeis Ma-
comber or lhe polgnant dessnption of
the commumal clash i Vikram Seth’s
A Ewimbde Bov, | know thes: are ran-
dhom examiples colled offhasd but they
gorve o allngtrate (albet moa loose ser
aof way) the syithesas of viswen and lan-
guage which gives mse 10 tos lumines-
cence, 50 difficult to define

Coould vou elaborale on any narrative
strategies that vou have used in The
Fliir Walier and (fher Stories?

Well, as [ menbpmed srlier, in the e
slory | have emploved a magie realist
mode, al vau can call it that in s far as
the eponvimans charscter engoys a doal
existence willium the span of the nirm-
twe (a5 Alok the painter and the fro
juice seller), He e thes both creator
and character mbabitms several frames
At the same Dme the Trame of the story,
that of a paanting and the chronakegical
erit depicted in the lafter  iherelw sug-
pesimg a telescopmg of effiect, mmd als
enpenddenmg a tension between lifie and
art, ared the past amd the present.

[ Freedam 1 5 a different technigie
With ol festmaony havig plaved an
imipertant role m the entire Partition dis-
cotrse, 1 el that mavhe, the nierview
ok conkhd b used as am ellective nar-
rafivie tsol b draw ot the feelings af a
survivor om Dhe sulnect

What else doosvow want fo wrile about,
ghing foerward?

Aboul thangs that happen, thmgs thal
matier, Also, thimgs thal don 1 mat-
ler CHTen, the tuvy, the trveal, the mosl
averlooked of elements can harbor the
svnapses that bold together the coreantry
of thangs. 11 15 peart of the saarch Gor the
meanig of e which, m o sensa, &
whisl literature 15 all about,

T what extent have these projecis
prieg ressed

(M ool 0 & sreal exian! A valome
of poetry = slowly taking shape, An-
ather collection of short slomes 15 on the
anwil.

Image by Avisdrek Ao fH NS
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Home computers are being called upon
to perform many new functions,
including the consumption of homework
formerly eaten by the dog.

--- Doug L arson

TheShillong Times

Vol No: LXI No.305

SHILLONG, MONDAY, JUNE 17, 2019

Start of new session

WITH the 17th Lok Sabha starting its session on
Monday, the disarray inthe Opposition campisall
too evident. Even as the count-down began, the
Congressparty wasyet to decideonitsleader inthe
Houseand surprisingly, party chief, Rahul Gandhi was
away vacationing abroad. Thereisvery littleof action
onthenon-BJP side, asthe unexpected windfall the
saffron party hadinthe L ok Sabhapollshasevidently
come asadampener to the spiritsof the Opposition.
The BJP-led NDA, which returned to power for a
second term, ispresenting aunited face at least for
now. This, thoughthealliesarenot al too happy with
grant of only one minister each in the new Modi
dispensation. The PrimeMinister has sought to set
the tone for his new term and start of the first
Parliament session by urging the Opposition this
weekend to join hands with the government in
implementation of various growth-oriented
programmes. Two thingsstood out in hisaddressat
theNiti Aayog meet —namely, astresson carrying al
sectionsof the peopletogether, through the d ogan of
Sab KaSaath, SabKaVikas, and two, acommitment
toturn Indiainto a$5trillion economy fromtheless
than$3trillion now —set againg China s$10trillonand
theUS 20trillion.

The Opposition had madeit clear awhileago that
despitethe small strengthin the house, they would
performtheroleassgned totheminaspirited manner;
whichthey should. Rahul Gandhi himself stated as
much. At thesametime, the Oppositionisduty-bound
to respect themandate. The Parliament thistimewould
miss many stalwarts — notable among them being
former primeminister Manmohan Singhwho retired
from the upper house thisweek; another former PM
HD Deve Gowdaand former Congressleader inthe
Lok SabhaMallikarjun Kharge, both of whomwere
defeated in Karnataka; and Jotiraditya Scindiawho
wasdefeated in Madhya Pradesh -- asalso BJPtop
gunslike LK Advani, MM Joshi, Sushma Swargj
and former Speaker Sumitra Mahgan, to name a
few. Interest would centre round the selection of a
new Speaker, to befollowed |ater by the presentation
of theeconomic survey report and the Union Budget.
Billsrelating tothenational citizenship registry and
tripletalaginitiated inthelast Parliament but which
could not be passed, would reappear in new forms
thistime, apart from other usual business. Overall,
thetonefor the next fiveyearswill be .

GarosHillsvoters
St the agenda

The state has two seats
in the Lok Sabha, the
Shillong and Tura
parliamentary seat and the
verdict is out. People have
decided to give one seat to
the Congress and the other
to the NPP. So its important
to decipher the message
behind the verdict. In Garo
hills the last one decade
was dominated by one
Sangma family while the
other had to be content
with  being in the
Opposition. Well, this time
around the table has turned
and the obvious outcome
of the recent election is that
the other Sangma family is
in command now. The fight
between the two Sangma
dynasties for the ultimate
crown of being the supreme
leader of the Garos or the
Achik dominated region is
over at least for now and the
younger Sangma is now in
control. Conrad K Sangma
has taken over the sails
from his number one rival
and emerged as the numero
uno and the top leader of
the Garo hills region.

It is true that Dr Mukul
Sangma reluctantly
contested the last general
election from  Tura
parliamentary constituency,
because he still wants to
remain in state politics. He
was hoping that the
Congress would come to
power in Delhi and the
political scenario in the
state would change and he
would become the CM of
the state again, but both
the plans did not
materialise. Now Dr Mukul
Sangma will have to be
satisfied with being the
Leader of the Opposition
and prepare for the next
election or think of other
options.

Palitics is said to be but
a continuous struggle to
gain power anditisalso sad
that politicians without
power are like fish out of
water; hence Dr Mukul
Sangma a smart politician
himself knows that he still
has at least two options
before him. The first option
is to stay put in the
Congress and wait for his
turn to come, if it comes at
all. It is also said that
politicians' lives revolve
around elections only. If
they win then they will be
a the helm of power and if
they lose then they will
have to wait for the next five
years to complete until the
next election. Every
politician has a very limited
plan and the plan spins

By H H Mohrmen

around one question, and
that is how to survive for
the next five years. The
plan does not extend
beyond five years. So the
first option for Dr Mukul is
to remain in the Congress.

There is also another
saying, “anything is
possible in politics,” so the
second option for Dr
Mukul Sangma is to
literarily take aleap of faith
of sorts and do the
unthinkable. Will he take a
leaf out of hisformer friend
Himanta Biswa Sarma’'s
book and take along with
him some Congress MLAS
and join the BJP. They are
aready four of them in one
family, so one third of the
numbers of the Congress
legidlators in the house is
not an impossible goal to
achieve. This is also

the party his other
achievement was to get the
Election Commission to
recognise his party as the
National party. Conrad has
worked so hard for this and
he has canvassed in al the
states where the NPP had
put up candidates. This has
borne fruit now. Come what
may at least till the next
election in 2023, Purno
Sangma sfamily will rulethe
roost in the state and
particularly inthe Garo hills.

But it's a different story
altogether in the Khasi
Jaifitia hills region of the
state. The verdict was a
surprise not only because
the Congress had won the
Shillong seat, but it has al'so
won by a huge margin. The
question is how can the
party with only 19 MLAs
and some MDCs defeat the

The élection has proven one very
important point and that isthat the
Khas Pnar people are
unpredictable because with the
kind of support that Jemino
Mawthoh the common candidate
of the MDA had, you would expect
that the Lok Sabha election would
be a cake walk for him.

precisely the reason why,
almost all the adult
members of the family join
politics and contest the
elections so that defection
becomes easy and to make
the impossible possible.
Anything can happen in
politics they say, and if this
happens then the next
government will be a
coalition of the two
national parties the NPP
and the BJP. The NPP will
then have no option
because it is part of the
NDA and if NPP and BJP
government become a
reality, then poor regional
parties will be left high and
dry. Well one may say that
this is mere conjecture but
who can say that this
cannot happen.

But as of now the
younger Sangma has taken
the wind out of of the sails
of the elder Sangma and
Conrad has not only
emerged victorious but as
the national president of

common candidate of the
coalition of the regional
parties along with the NPP?
The more than forty MLASs
in the Assembly along with
the MDCs in both the
Khasi and Jaifitia Hills
Autonomous District
Councils, should have
easily won the seat because
the Congress is no match
to the MDA.

The €election has proven
one very important point
and that is that the Khasi
Pnar people are
unpredictable because with
the kind of support that
Jemino Mawthoh the
common candidate of the
MDA had, you would
expect that the Lok Sabha
election would be a cake
walk for him. He has the
support of most of the
MLAs and the MDCs and
surprisingly, Jemino lost
even in the Constituencies
represented by stalwarts of
the NPP. Why did Vincent
H Pala who was blamed for

his non performance as the
two- time MP, still able to
defeat Jemino who was
considered to be a much
better candidate in
comparison with Vincent?
That is the question that the
NPP and its partners in the
MDA would have to
answer if they really want
to learn from their defeat.

Conrad and the MDA
should be ashamed of
being drubbed by the
Congress which isin fact a
shadow of its former image.
The question is, was it
because the MDA partners
were not serious in their
effort to make sure their
candidate wins the
Shillong seat? But the most
important lesson is for the
UDP which has projected
its own leader as the
candidate for the election.
Has the party been
betrayed by its partners? If
the MDA government is
really serious and wants the
coalition to survive, it
should get to the bottom of
this problem and come out
with a solution on how to
deal with the problem in the
future. The truth is, there
are black sheep amongst
the MDA partners so does
Conrad have the courage
to punish the errant MLAS
and MDCs?

One important lesson
that we need to learn from
this and the other election
before it, is the fact the
Garos knows how to vote
and they vote en masse.
When they decide to vote
for Congress, they see that
it wins maximum seats from
the region and now it is the
NPPs turn therefore the
party is on awinning spree.
Unlike their brethren in the
Khas and Jaifitia hills, the
Garos vote en bloc; they
swing like the pendulum of
a clock. There is also
consistency in the way
they vote and that is why
they are dways at the helm
of power. On the contrary
inthe Khas and Jaifitia hills
region, the verdict is
always unpredictable.
People always give a
fragmented mandate
especialy in the elections
to the legidlative assembly.
Therefore since the
beginning of the history of
this hill state, Garo hills in
spite of having less number
of seats in the LA than the
Khas Jaifitia hills combine,
have more say and
influence in government
formation. That is why we
say when the Garos votes
the rest of the state takes
note.

TO THE EDITOR

dragged to the whole of
India to make it a national
issue . Sure medical doctors
are also part and parcel of
our society and they may
be facing problems too.
Hence the assault on
doctors is to be condemned
and the guilty are to be
punished at any cost. But
expressing solidarity with
the doctors assaulted by
declaring strike is
something too much for a
nation to bear. In the best
interests of the nation, the
IMA must withdraw the
strike immediately and
attend to patients who are

Doctors strike:
Why punish the
patients?

Editor,

The agitating doctors in
West Bengal are reported to
have stuck to their guns even
though Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Saturday claimed that she has
accepted all their demands.
Unfortunately, the doctors are
still on the path of strike
without having a prick of
conscience in their hearts
towards millions of patients
who are now left in the lurch.

Adding insult to injury, the in critical need of
Indian Medical Association, healthcare.
an apex body of doctors Yours etc.,
called for a strike on Monday TK Nandanan,
in protest against the recent Kochi -15
assault on doctors in West . .
Bengal. On  whatever | ndians il
grounds, the strike called for .
by the doctors is nothing d|eOf
short of a war against the :
dying patients in the country. Starvatl on
It is true that the doctors in
the country are a respected Editor,

A local train wasto move
again after its scheduled
stop at a station for aminute
or two. But the train did not
start even after five
minutes. Passengers
became anxious. Soon,
there was an
announcement ~ "The
signal beside platform
number 2 is not working.
The driver of down Sealdah
local is requested to start
the train." As rail is an

lot and they are not
supposed to resort to strike
considering their role which
isso vital and is of paramount
importance in the hedlth care
system. The reason behind
the declaration of strike by
the IMA was the assault on
doctors in West Bengal. This
incident and its impact was
confined to only West Bengal
and the issue itself should
have been localised and not

emergency service, there
are provisions of taking
alternative action in case of
technical glitches such as
malfunctioning of a signal.

Then why on earth must
we not recognise that ration
delivery system is also an
emergency service,
especially when technical
glitches in the system keep
on killing one life after
another? Indeed, as many
as 21 people have
reportedly died of
starvation in Jharkhand
since 2017 as a result of
technical malfunctioning of
ration delivery system.
Those poor people died
after they failed to get their
ration as Internet glitches
created problems for
existing online biometric
model of PDS.

A few days ago,
Ramcharan Munda died in
Latehar village ~ 170km
from Ranchi. He was not
given ration for the last two
months! "The area in
Latehar where Munda died
of starvation lacks good
Internet facilities. This was
reported to the district
administration by the PDS
dedler,” said Prasad who is
a member of a state
government committee to
investigate  starvation
deaths. He rightly pointed
out that the state
government should make
the food supply offline,
instead of following the
existing biometric-based
ration delivery system, in

areas with network issues.
Indiaranks 103rd among
119 countries on global
hunger index 2018. Do we
realizeitsimplications? Can
we feel the pain of being
forced to go to bed on an
empty stomach every day?
No, simply we cannot. We
have at the most
experienced hunger only
occasionally when
observing a religious fast
or for the sake of dieting.
Not only are these
occasional experiences but
voluntary as well. It is
difficult for us to empathize
with the pain of those who
are left to starve to death.
Indeed, we react
strongly when
malfunctioning of a signal
causes traffic jam or atrain
to run late. But we do not
cry out that loud when
technical malfunctioning
keep on killing our poor
brothers and sisters one
after  another!  How
heartless a nation is this!
Yours etc.,
Sujit De,
Kolkata

For arighteous

purpose

Editor,

Apropos the letter
"What's wrong must be
exposed” (June 11, 2019), |
thank PS Gupta for
appreciating my letters.
True, in the midst of turmoil
and chaos Albert Einstein

had once said, "If | were to
remain silent, 1'd be guilty of
complicity.” If we deeply
reflect on this small sentence
by one of the greatest minds
of al times, weasindividuals
are to varying degrees, or
sometimes fully, responsible
for anumber of illsin various
spheres of life. What's
worse is that sometimes we
also take the wrong side,
knowingly or unknowingly,
and find faults in those on
the other side. Yes, a human
being is not free from
frailties. Even a very
intelligent person often falls
under the sway of long-held
prejudices and surrounding
influences.

Regarding my high-
voltage letter against BSNL,
"Is BSNL folding up" (ST,
June4, 2019), | will not budge
an inch. | hate to write on
my personal behalf unless
that is affecting the "genera
public". Innocent people
seldom come forward to
raise their voices. Instead,
they silently endure their
sufferings. So, it falls on
people with some awareness
to take up their issues in
right earnest. The PA of the
CGM, BSNL isunarguably a
smart and sensible lady. If
not, | would not have taken
her name. She herself
promptly phoned me to
thank me, and sincerely
apologized for all the
inconveniences when the
letter on BSNL was
published.

What with Mamata's

atrocities in West Bengal ?
It is a blot on the pristine
landscape of the Indian
sub-continent. Should we
still overlook and keep
mum that her MPs, her
MLASs, and her cadres are
overtly involved in a series
of inhuman killings and
intimidation? Not just that,
some of the Hon'ble MPs
and MLAs also have
moved forward to establish
a secret nexus with the
dreaded terror modules.
This situation had taken
such an ugly turn in 2017
that it compelled the
neighbouring Bangladesh
Government to caution
Mamata and the Indian
Government. If not much,
could we not condemn all
such  brutality upon
humanity with serious
words? Yes, | strongly
believe that we should
keep working for righteous
causes with all sincerity so
that we shall not be "guilty
of complicity". Of course,
we cannot make peace with
everyone. The blocks of
criticism must be jumped
over with the vigour of

right conviction and
integrity.
Yours etc.,
Salil Gewali,
Viaemail

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writersauthors and not
that of The Shillong Times

Multi-Billionaire Debtors

Budget: No
soft candy

By Shivaji Sarkar

Prime Minister Modi’'s
first budget, after a massive
election victory, is neither an
easy process for the
Government nor does it have
the compulsion to be soft. It
may tend to maintain a
balance but with a revenue
crunch there are likely to be
efforts to raise it.

Except for Haryana and
Maharashtra, which go to
polls in October no other
State is holding elections
this year. Delhi is next
January 2020. This gives
further leeway. Certainly, the
budget would not be
populist and the income tax
was taken care of in the
interim budget wherein the
limit has been increased to
Rs 5 lakhs. This was not
made the base of exemption
limit. Now for those earning
above Rs 5 lakhs might have
this as the base. There can
be some surprises and the
Government might propose
moves which may continue
to pinch taxpayers.

Not many remember that
the 2017-18 budget had
increased cess from 3% to
4%  though  standard
deduction was raised. This
raised liability on higher tax
dlabs. They might remain the
target again.

There are  serious
concerns too. The GDP data
controversy is on along-with
questions on book keeping.
The debate on growth also
does not show unanimity.
Stress is  seen in
manufacturing, industrial
index, skewed GST on petro
prices and less than expected
show by the economy.

The annua growth rate in
car sales in May 2019,
according to the Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) was
26%, the lowest since 31%
in September 2001. This
trend started in November
2018.

Besides, sales have been
falling since the National
Green Tribunal ordered
junking for operational ten-
year old cars on false
environmental concern. Cars
contribute less than 2% of
total pollution and are family
properties and mostly a
lifetime buy. Quixotic policy
decisions have seen diesel
car sales going to a critical
low forcing Maruti to
abandon production.

There is a crisis of
confidence. It is not a benign
issue and could lead to a
deceleration in economic
activity through a negative
multiplier effect.

Further, it isunwisefor the
Government to fall into the
trap of the US and western
oil sellers propaganda of
junking diesel. With latest
technology, diesel is not that
pollutant.

The policy makers have to
see it from an economic
viewpoint. Every day 12
billion litres of petrol and 27
billion litres of diesel are
consumed. The entire
transport fleet operates on

diesel. It is a refining
byproduct, cheaper and
effective fuel.

The refining capacity has
increased to 230 million
metric tonne per annum
(MMTPA) and as per the
Petroleum Ministry imports
in value terms have come
down to Rs 4.16 lakh crores
for 202 MMT import in 2015
16 from Rs 6.87 lakh crores
for 189 MMT in 2014-15 due
to fal in crude prices.

International oil sellers do
not want India to have this
benefit. Now if the country
stops using diesel vehicles,
about 10,000 billion litres of
diesel refined a year in India
would go waste, increase
international crude prices as
the country would import
more and prop up profits of
the western giants.

The budget has to
address this critical issue.
Next year for preparation of
BS6 (Euro V1) fue, Indian Oil
would have to shut down 11

refineries for roughly a
month. During that time
processed fuel has to be
imported.

Instead of falling into the
trap of oil-industry propped
environment lobbies, India
must sell diesel at cheaper
rates to give a boost to its
economy. New auto tech
has made diesel more
efficient with BS 6 as good
as petrol.

Importantly, policy
glitches have caused many
uncertainties. The country
must change its diesel
policy ignoring
international lobbyists. This
would bring down
operational costs of farms
and industry who are
clamouring for an overall
economy. It would slash
even the Government’s own
fleet cost. This decision
would take the industry to
fast lane.

The Government also
should accept that despite
our space mission progress
of going to Mars and the
Moon, we are still a
developing nation. Its
finances are critical though
we may be a $ 5 trillion
economy in a few years.

Disparity is growing and
so is inflation. Food prices
are inching ahead but
farmers still have to wait for
doles. While PM Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PMKSN)
has provided necessary
cash to lubricate the rural
economy, the nation has
not yet streamlined agro-
product sales. Kisans are
forced to sell at distress
prices despite now higher
MSPs.

The corporate and
middiemen still rulethefarm
market. The Government
should consider giving
higher relief to I-T payee
farmers considering often
they get paid less than their
production cost. They pay
[-T as their volumes are
large. There is no harm in
extending them the PMKSN
benefit too. Tax losses if at
all would be notional as
their numbers are very few.

A key issue is domestic
savings. Savings of India's
poor have sustained Indian
economy for decades
buoyed by reasonable
interest that they were
getting. The Government
needs to bolster the
National Savings Scheme,
which even collected 25
paise from children, to
launch new campaigns to
increase savings.

It also has to consider
giving them higher interest
and not cut RBI rates to
subsidise the giant multi-
billionaire debtors (MBD).
The MBDs should be given
loans at commercial market
rates. They should be
forced to use their huge
savings. Public money, they
must be told, is neither free
nor poor savers should
subsidise the giants.

Long-term savings have
to be incentivised. The
savings rate surged from
25.9% in 2003 to 36.8% in
2008. Since 2012, because of
deviant UPA  policy,
aggregate savings rate
declined from 34% to 30.5%
in2017-18.

Household savings
plunged from 22.4% in 2012
to 17.6%. This has been the
mainstay of economy from
1950s to 1980s. Provisions
of Section 80C has to be
widened and limit must be
increase to Rs 3 lakh at the
least. This would bring in
more funds to the
Government programmes, a
necessity as deficit is
increasing.

There are many critical
areas like re-skilling
workforce, strengthening
defence, integrate
neighbourhood, Jal —water-
mission, good education
and health. Each needs
investment. The budget
would not be a soft candy
but has to be an agent for
growth.---- INFA
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Harijan Colony: Call for

pragmatic approach
CHIEF Minister, Conrad Sangma has assured the
Union Cabinet Minigter and Shiromani Akdi Da MP,
Harsmrat Kaur Badal that the residentsof the con-
tentious Sweeper's Colony would not beimperiled.
But thisdoes not solve thelong term problemwhich
isthat of aduminthevicinity of thelargest market of
Meghalaya, whichisbursting at theseams. Thisis-
suewhich should have been dealt with pragmatism
decadesago had been | eft to sSmmer until it took the
formof acivil unrest last year. Very quickly anissue

whichisabout removing ahousing colony froma

market place has transformed into a human rights
issuewith theresidentsof the colony claiming that
they haverightsto the place which cannot bealien-

ated.

OnMay 31, thisyear, theofficia sof the Shillong
Municipal Board served noticesto residents of the
colony to provetheir ownership of landinthearea
Inthefirst placethe question of ownership of landis
acontentious one sincetheresidentswere provided
living quartersby the Government of thetimefor doing
rendering certain compulsory serviceswhichthelo-
caswereunwillingto execute. Theland and building
therefore should, to all intentsand purposesbelong
tothegate. Thisistrueof dl living quartersprovided
by Government to itsemployees. They cannot claim
theland and building astheir ownand infact haveto
vacatethe place on superannuation. It isthe onus of
the Shillong Municipa Board to ensurethat regular
census of theresidentsistaken so that only those
serving under the Government of Megha ayawere
entitled tolivethere. But theBoard failed initspri-
mary duty. The Government too hasfailed to per-
suadetheresidentsto shift to an alternative space
created for them until theissue snowballed last year.

Now theresidents of the colony have been asked
to furnish information about their being legitimate
employees of the Government and henceentitled to
theliving quarters. This, theBoard said, wasrequired
inorder to prepare both along term and short term
policy vis-a-visthe Colony. Theideaisasoto es-
tablish how many employeesare actually working
with the Shillong Municipal Board and other gov-
ernment departments. Needlessto say the Colony
now houses many non-workerstoo and hastrans-
formed into acommercia spacethat isrented out to
different companies. Thequestiontheniswhoiscol-
lecting the rent from thesecommercia outlets. This
was not what it was meant to be.

The Sweeper Colony issuecallsfor apragmatic
solutionwithout alowingit to degenerateinto achau-

vinigtictug of war.

The sgnificance of
Thomas Jones

June 22 is fast approach-
ing. Inour localized context,
we have along list of local
holidays. While these are
significant in their own
right; one might also argue
that 22nd of June which is
now celebrated as ‘Thomas
Jones Day' is the most sig-
nificant of themall. Thevali-
dation of the argument
stems from the fact that in
today's time and age, litera-
tureisnot only the hallmark
of any society; rather it is
also an indication of its
progress. There is a com-
mon saying that ‘culture is
an identity of a people and
without culture a people is
dead'. The point to be noted
here is that within this cul-
ture is the inherent built of
literature as the ultimate in-
dication of the progress of
a civilized people. As a
scope, literature is huge;
however, its initiation
streams from a combination
of a 'few symbols' com-
monly called 'aphabets. As
‘few' as they are, they are
the DNA for the growth of
any culture/people. In par-
ticular, it defines the nature
of a people, their status and
standing in comparison to
others and the safeguard-
ing and promotion of one's
own literary works. It isin
relation to these 'terms of
reference' that this man
named Thomas Jones ap-
peals of such importance
thereby calling a need to
celebrate him as a signifi-
cant character. Nonetheless
and amidst all this, what ex-
actly is the significance of
Thomas Jones? Accord-
ingly, | place the following
pointers -

Firstly, the arrival of
Thomas Jones must be one
of the most important devel-
opments in the journey of
the Khasi community. He
and his wife Anne Jones
undertook the nearly seven
month long journey by
starting from Liverpool,
England on 25th November,
1840. They reached Cal cutta
on 23rd April, 1841 and fi-
naly arrived at the hills of
Sohra on June 22, 1841
amidst the monsoon. His
zeal to work as a mission-
ary in amission field in In-
dia did not flinch despite
being rejected unceremoni-
ously in the first instance
by the London Missionary
Saociety. Accordingly, it was
the Welsh Calvinistic For-
eign Missionary Society
which decided to send
Thomas Jones to India as a
missionary and based on
the references, suggestions
and recommendations of
Jacob Tomlin. The Khasi
Hills was chosen as the
mission field. Once at
Sohra, by and by started
the journey of experience

By Benjamin Lyngdoh

and acclimatization, evan-
gelism and preaching.
However, these were ac-
companied by trials and
challenges; heartaches
and unbearable pain. He
lost his child and wife and
thelatter part of hislifewas
a sad story which ended
with his death on 16th Sep-
tember, 1849 and buried at
Scottish Church Cemetery,
Calcutta. Nonetheless and
amidst all this hardship,
Thomas Jones was able to
give the most significant
gift to our community.
Here, the wonderful jour-
ney of the initiation and
development of the Khasi
al phabets unfolded and
took shape; and as they
say, the rest is history!

of observation and analy-
sis. The ultimate outcome of
this tedious exercise is a
wonderful combination of
22 symbols (which were
gradually improved and in-
creased in the succeeding
years) now known as the
'Khasi Alphabets. As mun-
dane as it might seem at the
time, this might be argued
as the most significant of all
developments/achieve-
ments/inventions in the
Khasi context. These alpha-
bets became the 'begin al'
of what we are today and
where we stand in relation
to our literature and culture.

Thirdly, Thomas Jones is
way much more in signifi-
cance than just being 'The

“ Through his mission exer-
tions he also contributed a
great deal in relation to other
aspects of everyday life.
During his time at Sohra, his
practices and initiatives can
be termed as unconventional
and revolutionary.

Secondly, it does not
need further discourse to
underline the fact that
Thomas Jones came to
Sohra with the mindset of
amissionary. Hewasamis-
sionary in thought and
practice and intention and
ultimate goal. He came to
our hills with a Christian
mindset under the Presby-
terian system with the
drive to evangelize the in-
digenous people in and
around Sohra. However,
what he thought and set
out to do can only be
termed as a contrast to
what he actually did and
ultimately achieved. Here,
it must be extensively
noted that Thomas Jones
realized that 'it would be
meaningless/impossible/
difficult to preach the Gos-
pel to the people unless
they know how to write
and read'. The 'writing' part
is important as it would
enshrine long-term what is
being preached and admin-
istered. Thus, started the
epic journey to devise 'a-
phabets' as per the spoken
patter of the then
'Khassias' (at Sohra) and
based upon the Roman
script. As such, in the proc-
ess he spent years in re-
search and development
through mingling with the
locals of the time whereby
he applied a great degree

Father of Khasi Alphabets.
Through his mission exer-
tions he also contributed a
great deal inrelation to other
aspects of everyday life.
During histime at Sohra, his
practices and initiatives can
be termed as unconven-
tional and revolutionary. As
compared to his peers, he
can be seen as being dy-
namic and a pragmatist. On
careful study, it seems plau-
sible that in the process of
evangelism; Thomas Jones
deviated towards tackling
the livelihood issues of the
local populace. On hind-
sight, this may be consid-
ered as a pleasant and a
much needed deviation. He
delved into areas of agricul-
ture and lime mortar ma-
sonry thereby helping the
locals to practice them more
effectively. Moreover, hav-
ing knowledge of carpentry
himself, he taught the skills
of carpentry by introducing
the latest instruments of
those days. In addition, al-
though scarcely mentioned,
he enlightened on the more
scientific and hygienic prac-
tices of processing local
wine. It must be noted that
to the local populace of that
day all of these develop-
ments were highly valuable
and much revered. Gradu-
aly and as awin-win factor,
these teachings and devel-
opments supplemented and

invisibly supported his
missionary cause. He used
(knowingly/unknowingly)
the societal affinity ap-
proach for spiritual re-
sourcefulness. Importantly,
this 'approach’ is still being
used today (example, mis-
sionary schools in/for mis-
sion fields).

Fourthly, what is the
scope of commemorating
"Thomas Jones Day'? There
isacritica (maybe, contro-
versial) point to be noted
here that although Thomas
Jones was a person with
missionary zeal under the
Presbyterian system, the
'ided of 'Thomas Jones and
the Khasi Alphabets' is to-
tally pluralisticin nature and
transcends across and over
all denominations and
faiths. As such, Thomas
Jones Day is about this
‘idea’ and its celebration.
Hence, this auspicious day
isto be viewed and revered
pluralistically without con-
fining ourselves to the de-
nomination he actually be-
longed to. After al, the a-
phabets are for and they
belong to everyone. As
such, Thomas Jones be-
longs to everyone! On
viewing the matter from
such a perspective, maybe
there will be a more inclu-
sive and holistic celebration
of the day not undermined
by the bigotry of denomi-
nation.

On the other hand, the
initiatives and petitions put
forth for inclusion of Khasi
in the Eighth schedule of
the Constitution of Indiais
a giant leap towards an ev-
erlasting legacy. Here, the
efforts of the Khasi Au-
thors' Society is to be
widely appreciated. How-
ever, al of thiswill lose its
real meaning if wefail to ac-
knowledge Thomas Jones
as an 'ided that belongs to
al and thereby is to be ap-
preciated/celebrated
holistically across the wide
spectrum of the Khasi so-
ciety.

Lastly, the intent of this
article is not to undermine
Thomas Jones as a mission-
ary. By al means, he was
that. However, acloser look
at his life and his work in
our hills depicts more of his
efforts/achievements as a
social transformist (or if
you like, asocial engineer).
He brought the gospel, but
he also changed the
mindset of the people. This
is a remarkable feat and it
must be acknowledged.
Most importantly, Thomas
Jones and his alphabets
can bring the Khasi soci-
ety even closer. Alas, there
can be nothing more sig-
nificant than this!

(The Author teaches at
NEHU)

| mprovingthe
academic

performance of
students

Editor,

Education in Meghalaya
has made phenomenal
progresssinceit becameafull-
fledged State in 1972. The
Government of Meghalaya
has done considerable job in
providing facilities for the
uplift and continuous growth
of schoolsin al corners of the
State.

Meghalaya also attempts
to universalize elementary
education. Since the incep-
tion of the State, the main
thrust has been extension of
educational facilities in the
backward areas and the en-
rolment of ‘out of school,' chil-
dren. The State has therefore,
launched various  pro-
grammes to attract children to
school, to stop drop-out and
stagnation in a way to bring
qualitative and quantitative
development.

Today education is play-
ing a dominant role in bring-
ing about new changes in
society. It is aptly remarked
that education is responsible
for the conservation and
transmission of culture. But
still, most schoolsin rural ar-

eas have unattractive
school environment, lack of
proper infrastructure and
insufficient teaching mate-
rials which work as a de-
motivating force for the re-
tention of students.

School performance has
been a subject of consider-
able importance and inter-
est in a developing coun-
try like India, especialy so,
in the state of Meghalaya.
This state has emerged as
one that is ready to face the
future with hope and prom-
ise. But it is undeniable that
every year in Meghaayain
any school examination
whether it may be internal
or external, a substantial
proportion of students fail.
The results of the Second-
ary School Leaving Certifi-
cate examination under the
Meghalaya

Board of School Educa
tion reveals that still a size-
able proportion of the stu-
dents fail every year. The
huge wastage of money and
human resource under the
Board isamatter of concern
foral.

One of the most impor-
tant outcomes of any edu-
cational set up is the aca-
demic achievement of the
students. So, the educa-
tional status of the student
is depicted through aca-
demic achievement. Nowa-

days, this trend has been
intensively felt by academi-
cians, parents and stu-
dents. Therefore, academic
achievement has become an
index of a child's future in
this highly competitive
world. But low achievement
and school failureis a prob-
lem of gigantic proportions
for amost al the countries
of theworld anditisacurse
to the educational system.
Why does a student under-
achieve or fail? Does he/she
gets low grades or fails due
to hisg’her low intelligence
level? Is the cause of high
or low achievement associ-
ated with some personality
dimensions or socio-eco-
nomic background?A close
look at the problems of fail-
ure reveals many ques-
tions, the answers to which
are not yet very clear. Low
achievement or school fail-
ure is a colossal problem
and it needs a thorough
probe. There are various
factors which are associated
with these problems but
these factors have not been
studied.

The Government, the
concerned department and
the board of education
needs to put together a
team of intellectuals to at-
tempt to probe this problem
by making a comparative
analysis of high, average

and low achievers in rela-
tion to intelligence, various
personality dimensions
and socio-economic back-
ground, thereby, making
all efforts towards improv-
ing the academic perform-
ance of the pupils. An at-
tempt of this sort would
therefore definitely help
the parents, teachers and
educationists in creating a
congenial atmosphere
which may contribute to
the scholastic achieve-
ment of the students. This
speaks alot about the need
for taking up such investi-
gation. Let ustake this step
and innovate to see if such
investigation brings forth
changes which will equip
the students with the best
facilities to attain excel-
lence in academic achieve-
ment.
Yoursetc.,
Phrangshai Hynniewta,
Viaemail

Eden Garden

& World Cup
2019

Editor,

A record number of
matches had to be aban-
doned because of rains
during the current ICC

World Cup Cricket Tourna-
ment 2019, including that
between England & Wales
being played in England.
Most of the stadia around
the world are having ar-
rangements for covering
the playing pitch area only
and rest of the outfield
and ground area remains
uncovered and remains
wet for quite some time
even after rains stop and
resumption of play. In
such a situation
Bhuvneshwar Kumar
slipped and fell prey to a
hamstring injury while
bowling fourth ball in his
third over against Pakistan
yesterday at Old Trafford.
It is uncertain whether
Bhuvneshwar Kumar ruled
out of the match yester-
day would recover fast
from the tight hamstring
injury for participating in
the rest of the tournament
matches.

The Eden Gardens Sta-
dium of Kolkata is
equipped with a unique
and fool-proof arrange-
ment for covering the en-
tire ground up to the
boundary perimeter. Dur-
ing spells of shower while
a match is on, implemen-
tation of the system for
completion of covering the

total ground area hardly
takes about 10 minutes.
Cricket Control Boards/
Authorities of all the
cricketing nations may
take a cue from Eden Gar-
den Stadium, Kolkata to
have similar arrangements
for covering the entire
ground surface to effec-
tively counter spells of
rains ensuring safety of
players when national or
international tournament
matches are on.
Therefore it can be
said that East or West,
Eden Garden is the best.
ICC may consider accred-
iting ranks to Cricketing
stadiums on the basis of
speedy systemic arrange-
ments available to cover-
up the entire ground
when threatened by dis-
ruptive unpredictable
spells of shower to re-
duce play-stoppage
Yours €tc.,
Samares Bandyopadhyay,
Viaemail

L etters to the Editor
must have the full name,
address and contact
number of thewriter, even
if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the
requisite details will be
published.

Doctors strike blurs Mamata's

Image in Bengal

BJP st totake

advantag

eof her

adminigrativelgpses

By Barun Das Gupta

A clash between junior
doctors and relatives and
friends of a patient who died
in the government-run NRS
Medica College and Hospi-
tal in Kolkata on June 10
night has brought the entire
public health care system in
West Bengal to a grinding
halt. Doctors in all govern-
ment hospitals in the State
have gone on strike de-
manding adequate police
protection for their safety.
The strike has brought the
medical fraternity all over the
country in support of their
West Bengal brethren.

What led to the clash?
Theinitial narrative was that
an aged patient, Mohammed
Sayeed, died in the hospital
in the evening after he was
given an injection. The rela-
tives of the dead patient al-
leged that the doctors had
given a "wrong" injection.
An altercation followed. The
situation worsened after the
doctors allegedly refused to
issue a death certificate and
release the body unless the
patient party tendered an
apology to the doctors. Af-

cilities, lack of adequate
staff and even lack of medi-
cine. They complain that
Mamata has set up one
medical college after an-
other without the requisite
infrastructure and essential
medical staff which in-
cludes senior and junior
doctors, house staff, nurses
and class |V employees. A
doctor complains the Gov-
ernment does not even
have the money to buy bat-
teries for the torch a doctor
carriesto examine the throat
of a patient.

The doctors have other
grievances, too. It isaleged
that doctors not in the good
books of the ruling party are
denied leave for higher
studies. Those out of fa-
vour are transferred out of
Kolkata to district and sub-
divisional hospitals, while
those senior doctors who
are also personal physi-
cians of ministers or have
the right political connec-
tions continue in the same
posts in the city year after
year. They are never trans-
ferred.

“ There is another view that points
out that on several occasions in
the past, doctor-patient clashes
have taken place in both govern-

ment and private hospitals but
such isolated incidents never took
the form of agitation since 1984. ”

ter further altercation, the
relatives left the hospital,
threatening that they would
come back later.

They did come back inthe
dead of night in several
trucks and motor bikes. The
doctors allege that about
two hundred people entered
the hospital and started
beating up the junior doc-
tors and interns who were
there. Several doctors were
injured, including an intern
who was badly hit on the
head and grievously injured.
He is recovering now. But
the junior doctors of NRS
Hospital went on alightning
strike demanding safety.
Gradually, junior doctors in
al government hospitals in
the State went on "cease
work".

The initial narrative,
however, changed following
intensive police inquiries.
According to a Kolkata
daily, it has been found that
the situation worsened after
the doctors on duty refused
to release the body and is-
sue a death certificate. Ex-
amination of video and
CCTV footage shows that
from 11 in the night both the
doctors and some people of
the area the dead patient
camefrom, weregatheringin
the road in front of the NRS
hospital. Juniors came out of
their hostels. Then a clash
ensued outside the hospital
near the tram track on APC
Road. Footage allegedly
shows doctors beating up
people after felling them on
the ground. The doctor who
sustained severe head in-
jury was attacked with brick-
bats and rods outside the
hospital premises.

The result is that patients
coming to hospitals for
treatment are being turned
away. Some patients in criti-
cal condition who needed
immediate medical care died
without treatment right in
front of the closed gates of
the hospitals. The dead in-
cluded a baby and a preg-
nant woman. Naturaly, the
relatives of patients are ask-
ing the question that why
they should be made to suf-
fer for no fault of theirs. The
government doctors are paid
out of the tax-payers money.
Can they refuse to treat pa-
tients day after day?

Doctors on their part say
that quite often, proper treat-
ment cannot be given to pa-
tients because of an appall-
ing lack of infrastructure fa-

One view is that for all
these reasons, resentment
was growing among the
doctors over a long period
and the NRS incident lit the
fuse. There is another view
that points out that on sev-
eral occasions in the past,
doctor-patient clashes have
taken place in both govern-
ment and private hospitals
but such isolated incidents
never took the form of agi-
tation since 1984. that has
been witnessed thistime, af-
fecting al government hos-
pitals across the State. Such
incidents never evoked
protests in the medical fra-
ternity across the country
starting with the reputable
AlIMS hospital in Delhi.

They suggest that the
chain of events in the last
few days indicates an un-
seen hand which is coordi-
nating and orchestrating the
movement across the coun-
try. They point out that im-
mediately after the clash at
NRS hospital following the
death of Mohammed
Sayeed, West Bengal BJP
leader Mukul Roy said that
"one particular community"”
was responsible for the
clashes. Since then, "one
particular community” has
been the target of a State-
wide whisper campaign.

This, however, does not
absolve the Chief Minister
of her share of the blame.
When the doctors de-
manded that she visit the
NRS hospital and talk to
them on the spot, she took
the stand that she would
not visit the hospital. The
doctors would have to
come to meet her. Mean-
while, shevisited the SSKM
Hospital, the best run gov-
ernment hospital in the
State, but would not go to
the NRS. This haughtiness
of the Chief Minister pre-
cipitated the crisis even
more as obduracy of one
side evoked obduracy on
the other side too.

Thisisclear that Mamata
is feeling severe political
strains due to the continu-
ing rise in her rival BJP's
strength. She could have
solved the problem at the
initial stage through deft
handling, but she saw the
hidden hand of BJP compli-
ancy behind the agitation.
One hopes that she takes
proper lesson from this
Doctors strike and corrects
her approach.(IPA Service)
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Bihar Medical Crisis
ACUTE Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) has caused
over one hundred deaths of children in Bihar's
Muzaffarpur. Thisdiseaseaffectsmostly childrenand
young adults. Encephalitisisaswelling of thebrain
often caused by viruses, with symptomslike high
fever, convulsionsand headaches. Recent outbresks
of AES, dsoknownas"brainfever," havebeenlinked
to the lychee fruit, which contains an unusual
combination of amino acids that disrupt glucose
production leading to hypoglycemiawhich can, in
turn, exacerbate the AES infection with fatal
consequences. Most of the reported deaths have
taken place in Sri Krishna Medical College and
Hospital (SKMCH). That thismedical emergency
should come at atimewhen the medical fraternity
wason strike over theattack on aresident doctor of
NRSHogspitd in Bengd isunfortunate. Although the
SKMCH superintendent has said that that the
countrywide doctors' strike would not have any
adverseimpact on encephalitis patients, that ispoor
consolation. Thestrike hasreportedly paralysed all
health servicesin Bihar even asthe stateisfacing
intense heat wave. Thankfully the strikewascaled

off Monday evening.

TheLANCET medica journd hascited aresearch
study by Dr Jacob John, well-known Vellore-based
pediatrician and epidemiologist that put the blame
onthelycheefruit for thetransfer of thevirusonto
humans. But other pediatriciansclaimthat Dr John's
paper hasbeen grosdy misinterpreted. Most parents
of children suffering from AES have also said that
their children never ate lychees. How does aone
year old eat lychees? Evidently thereismoreto AES
than its connection to lychees and this has to be
substantiated by better research. Itisa so afact that
most of the children affected by AES arefrom the
Dalit community or are very poor and
undernourished. Dr Arun Shah, aMuzaffarpur-based
pediatrician, who hasbeen following AESfor more
than 20 years, and isexecutive member of thelndian
Academy of Pediatricssaiditiswrongof theministers
and the bureaucracy to blame lychees. Dr John's
mainfindingswerethat thisfruit containsatoxincaled
methylenecyclopropylglycine (MCPG). But the
authors never blamed litchi for AES. The causal
factor ismalnutrition and not thelychee. Infact Dr
Shehmaintainsthat lycheesareonly atriggering factor
for malnourished children asthe toxin MCPG can
lead to hypoglycaemia(fal insugar levels). Dr Shah
saysif ahedthy child eatslitchi, ghewill not suffer
from AES. Heurgesgovernments, both central and
state, to admit that malnutrition isthe causeand not
to run away from their responsibility to deal with
malnutrition by putting the onus on poor lychee
farmers. AESactually isawake-up call for al other
satesaswedl sincemedical researchisparamount in

conquering diseases.

Your freedom endswhere
my nose begins and one
man’s food is another man's
poison. Two adages, a
succinct testimony to the
ongoing maelstrom thanks
to our netagan’s handling
of two incidents, one in
West Bengal and the other
in ulta-pulta UP. Which
underscore the ugly side of
power out of control!

In thefirgt, life cameto a
grinding halt across India
when junior doctors went
on strike in support of two
colleagues’ in Kolkata who
were attacked and seriously
injured by relatives of a
patient who died at a
hospital. Compounding
matters, Chief Minister
Mamata’s high-
handedness by threatening
doctors to resume work
resulted in over 400 senior
doctors of various State-run
hospitals resigning. Even
as no hospital would like its
doctors to be hit or
bludgeoned, Mamata too
should exercise restraint
and apologize.

In the second, a
journdlist is arrested by the
UP police for posting a
video ‘maligning’ Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
by a woman claiming she
had sent a marriage
proposal on Twitter and
Facebook to him. He was
released after three days by
the  Supreme  Court
asserting “the right to
liberty is non-negotiable”
and “free speech cannot be
gagged for fear of the mob.”

You could have fooled
me. For yet another
presswallah was thrashed,
stripped, urinated in his
mouth and arrested by
policemen for covering a
train  derailment. In
Bengaluru, Chief Minister
Kumaraswamy jailed
another for “belittling us.
Do we look like cartoon
characters to you? Who
gave you the authority?’

Dittoes, mercurial
Mamata who imprisoned
béte noire BJP's youth
leader for a meme she
posted on Facebook which
superimposed her face on
actress Priyanka Chopra's
Met Gala 2019 look. She
was released on bail but

asked to tender an
unconditional written
apology.

In Tripuratoo, the police
arrested two newsmen for
posting “fake news’ about
Chief Minister Biplab Deb’s
personal life on Facebook.
In Orissa a journalist was
jailed for a “derogatory and
very, very objectionable’
tweet about erotic
sculptures in the 13th
century Konark  Sun

Growing Chauvinism

Bandh Karo YeNatak!

By Poonam | Kaushish

Temple, another 19-year
old Uttarakhand village lad
was detained for sharing
an ‘offensive and morphed’
photo of Prime Minister
Modi.

Sadly, violence and
intolerance is the rhetoric
of our times. Pick any
newspaper or surf any TV
channel any day. Splashes
of socia schism gore into
news headlines. Curse all
you want, it's for a cause,
remember. Undoubtedly,
India thrives on protests.
Which has perfected the
old saying “jiski laathi
uski bhains”!

Turn North, South, East
or West the story is the
same. In fact, no day
passes without a strike
somewhere or an arrest for
intolerable behaviour. Be it
amohalla, district or State.

discomfiture to people.

Instances are plenty.
Remember an innocuous
cartoonist Aseem Trivedi
was arrested for sedition by
Mamata in Kolkata. Before
him another of his tribe
famed Shankar cartoons of
Ambedkar in NCERT school
books were posthumously
removed. Tamil Nadu
banned noted actor-director
Kamal Hasan’s 100 crore
magna opus Viswaroopam
which dealt with the issue of
terrorism on the fallacious
that it would hurt the
sentiments of ‘unknown’
Muslim groups and create a
law and order problem.
Notwithstanding if India's
first  Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, called
sedition laws “objectionable
and obnoxious’.

What our |eaders seems

Worse, don't likeatweet?Arrest the
person. Hateafilm? Collect acrowd and
burnthetheatresdown?Don’t likea
noveist’sbook? Get the Gover nment to
ban it or issueafatwa against the author.

Shockingly, over 50 people
were arrested last year for
social media posts.
Whereby any film, book or
story which pokes fun or
is out of sync with our
leaders thinking, cause and
outlook is considered an
act of sedition and the
writer or film-maker
arrested.

Worse, don’t like a
tweet? Arrest the person.
Hateafilm? Collect acrowd
and burn the theatres
down? Don’'t like a
novelist’s book? Get the
Government to ban it or
issue a fatwa against the
author.

Raising, a moot point:
Are strikes and cartoons,
tweets, memes on social
media actually expressions
of freedom or are they
means of suppressing
fundamental rights in a
democracy? Is the polity
afraid of the clash of ideas
in our public life?

Arguably, not a few
would simply shrug it off
with “sab chalta hai
attitude, this is Mera
Bharat Mahan at its
rudest and crassest best.”
Many would assert “how
does it matter?” The cause
isimmateridl. It isall about
registering ones protest,
the louder the better.
Success is measured in
terms of causing maximum
dislocation and

to forget is that there is
something called Article 19
of the Constitution which
states: “All citizens shall
have the right (a) to freedom
of speech and
expression...”. It is not an
absolute right. Pertinently,
democracy is neither
mobocracy nor a license to
create bedlam. It is a fine
balance between rights and

duties, liberties and
responsibilities.  One’'s
freedom pre-supposes

another’s responsibilities
and liberty

The question thus needs
to be addressed is, should
abominable conduct by
those in power be
condoned? Can leaders
behave callously? Is the
polity afraid of the clash of
ideas in our public life? Can
a Chief Minister just issue
an ultimatum without
hearing the aggrieved
parties? Should netas be a
law unto themselves and
rule by law? Only the other
day, a MP threatened an
airline's staff.

Besides, if politicians
behave preposterously as
some of them often do, why
do they and others expect
not to be mocked? Don't we
live in a free country?
Ridiculing the ridiculous is
not and cannot be a crime,
at least in a democracy. One
cannot live life in the slim
strip called the official and

every joke, wit, satire,
humour or defiance treated
as a monster.

In this milieu who do we
turn too? Certainly, we do
not need self-appointed
guardians to tell us what we
can see or read, what we can
wear, eat or drink. We
should be free to believe
what we want, whom and
how we should love,
worship the way we want.
Else, at this rate the day is
not far when India could
soon resemble Saudi Arabia
or N Korea which have
dispensed with producing
movies altogether and
punish those who lampoon
leaders.

At the same time our
doctors need to understand
that democracy is neither
mobocracy nor a license to
create bedlam. It is a fine
balance between rights and

duties, liberties and
responsibilities. One's
freedom pre-supposes

another’s responsibilities
and liberty. Paralysing the
State, to get attention and
policy reversals only
exasperates the public and
inconveniences them.
Using strong-arm tactics
gets one nowhere as
temporary respite is no
answer for building a
socially cohesive society.

Where does India go
from here? Our netas need
to see how public figures
across the globe are more
tolerant about what's
written or depicted about
them. A classic example of
political freedom is former
Italian millionaire-playboy-
Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi who was
mercilessly satirized in the
print and online forums
globally. Americans and
Britishers take a lot of
liberties vis-a-vis their
rulers.

In sum, the message has
to go out clearly that the
right of the citizen is
paramount. No leader or
group can threaten
violence, and if they do,
they lose their democratic
right to be heard. We are a
civilized democracy,
remember coercion has a
thousand fathers, while
liberty is an orphan. As
George Orwell said, if liberty
means anything at all, it
means the right to tell
people what they do not
want to hear. Can liberty
survive in a country where
even jest tends to get
criminalised? Our leaders
must desist from using
narrow-mindedness and
prejudices as pedestals to
stand on to be seen. At
some point we have to stand
up and bellow, “Bandh karo
ye natak!” — INFA

TOTHE EDITOR

Meghalaya
moves at shall

pace

Editor,

Meghalaya is a shail in
every aspect. This letter
particularly focuses on the
delay of seat alotment for the
MBBS course through the
State quota.  Medical
institutions across the
country commence their first
academic year in the first
week of August. But here in
our state, it is a noted trend
that the ranking list is usually
released in the third week of
July and in the previous year,
screening of  eligible
candidates was done on July
31. In the rest of the country,
by July 31, the students who
are selected to pursue MBBS
studies are aready present at
their respective colleges. This
past year, seat allotment was
done on August 21 and by the
time our students joined their
respective institutes, they had

already missed nearly a

month's classes. Medical

studies as we all know are a
tough call. It is essentia for a

student to be present from
day one. It is during the first

few weeks of classes that a

student is introduced to each
and every subject and the
where the basics of each

subject are taught. But
owing to the unnecessary
delay, our students have to
struggle to learn on their
own what they've missed
out. In a busy medical
college, it cannot be
expected that the teachers
begin each subject from the
start. There is difficulty in
coping up and the first
terminal exam is usually
held in September. This may
lead to a higher probability
of failure only because of
the delay caused by our
administration. In Assam
this year, 23,108 candidates
appeared for the NEET
exam and just a few days
back, the ranking list was
released. Perhaps two
weeks later, seats would
have already been allotted.
In Meghalaya only 2515
candidates appeared for the
exams and yet we are so
slow in publishing the
results. Why can't we keep
pace with the rest of the
country?

As an addendum, it is
also suggested that the
number of medical seats
through the government be
increased. It would be of
significant help to many
aspirants and to the state
too.

Yours etc.,
N Lyngdoh,
Viaemail

Makebetter
use of
H 1

Parliament's

time

Editor,

The recent oath taking
ceremony for the 17th Lok
Sabha witnessed several
members affirming their
oath in different regional
languages while assuming
their position. The day-
long event saw al members
reading the transcript of the
oath presented in the
presence of the pro-tem
speaker. The event
witnessed many first time
members setting foot into
the August House as
parliamentarians but the
entire day was wasted
without any business. The
day was reserved only for
the oath taking ceremony,
which holds no relevance
in today's busy world and
resulted in wastage of tax
payers money. The archaic
oath reading ceremony
could have been replaced
by mere signing of the
papers through necessary
parliamentary procedures
and the business session
could have started from
day one itself.

As there are many

crucial amendment bills
pending in the Lok Sabha
which require sufficient
time for  necessary
discussions before being
passed, the Hon'ble
Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs should now ensure
that unwarranted and
archaic procedures
including oath taking
ceremonies are dispensed
with so that sufficient time
is given to the House to
discuss important issues.
Yours €tc.,
Varun Dambal,
Viaemail

Doctor'sstrike

Editor,

At last doctors have
called off their week-long
strike in West Bengal as
thousands of patients
went through a traumatic
time. Healthcare services
were severely hit across the
country on Monday as
doctors wearing helmets
and forming human chains
went on a strike in
solidarity with their
protesting West Bengal
colleagues. The Indian
Medical Association called
for a nationwide shutdown
withdrawing non-
emergency health services
after junior doctors in West

Bengal went on strike over a
brutal attack on their
colleagues by the relatives
of a patient who died during
treatment.

Patients were at the

receiving end with
scheduled surgeries
postponed in many

government and private
hospitals. It is not known
how many patients died due
to non-availability of
treatment during the strike in
West Bengal. It is true that
the doctors' strike has
caused untold miseries to
people especially the
patients and a strike like this
should not be resorted to in
the future. Assault on
doctors is the rarest of rare
cases and the doctor
community declaring strike
without thinking about its
aftermath  is  highly
unwarranted. Since doctors
deal with the life of patients,
they must know that they are
last resort for patients, who
in turn look to doctors with
much expectation and trust
them implicitly. Doctors
resorting to strike cease to
be doctors and they become
like the fence (The fence is
erected to protect the crop.)
which gorges on the crop.
Yours etc.,
TK Nandanan,
Kochi -15

Ethnocentric
mindset

Editor,

On Saturday June 15, the
Congress MLA Ms
Ampareen Lyngdoh
exposed her narrow
parochial mindset by

proclaiming," Today being
Khasi alone is not important
and we have to make sure
that no external forces try
to divide us and we need to
stick together"

Are the people of
Meghalaya known only as
Khasis or by the all
inclusive term of
Meghalayans? The latter
aptly defines us the people
of Meghalaya which is alot
more embracing. Let's get
out of this mental rut of
putting one's tribe or com-
munity, 'First'.

This ignorant way of
speaking has been
expressed by far too many
in the past. We, in this state
need to think Meghalayan
and build an inclusive
people .

Yours etc.,
Tyrone D'Brass,
Viaemall

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writers/authors and not
that of The Shillong Times

Bihar govt ill-equipped to

deal with AES epidemic

Health d

ept doctors

lack therapeutic
proficiency

By Arun Srivastava

The utter lack of
therapeutic proficiency of
the doctors in Bihar has been
primarily responsible for
death of over 125 kids due to
AES in the district of
Muzaffarpur alone. In
Muzaffarpur 125 kids died
during the last fortnight due
to inept and careless
handling of the patients. No
parents even raised their
voices to protest doctors'
apathy. Their fraternal
bondage has been so strong
that even in this situation the
doctors in Bihar did not
forget to respond to one day
strike call given by the IMA.
Undeniably this is the
highest order of lack of
sensibility and responsibility.

Encephalitis which has
become a recurrent health
problem for Dalits and
extremely poor people of the
state, does not motivate the
doctors to give their hundred
per cent to these hapless
kids. In the last ten years not
less than one thousand  kids
have died due to this disease.

Some doctors have
amassed wedlth in the name
of carrying out research on
it. Of course  one
breakthrough has been
achieved and it is
rechristening of encephalitis
as"chamaki" (alocal dialect).
That doctors have absolutely
failed to fight the disease is
evident from the fact that
instead of applying their
medical wisdom to tackle the
crisis, they have been
depending on the diagnosis
of the rura quacks.

While the number of
patients is swelling every
day, it's only recently that a
Pediatrics ICU has been

After hisvisit to the area
the Union Minister of State
for Home Nityanand Rai, an
MP from Bihar, said, "The
entire state is in shock over
the death of innocent
children. We are with the
family members of the
affected and ready to
provide any kind of
assistance”. But his claim
was vehemently refuted by
the father of a patient
admitted at SKMH who
said that there are no
arrangements in  the
hospital. Doctors are not
paying proper attention.
Since midnight, there are no
doctors, only a few nurses
are on duty.

One feels pity at the
assertion of some research
scholars and doctors
attributing the deaths to
consumption of litchi.
Though encephalitis has
been invading Bihar for not
less than ten years, a report

appearing in  Lancet
magazine blamed litchi for
the disease. "Children die

in Bihar state from a deadly
brain disease believed to be
linked to a toxic substance
found in the fruit". But they
have no explanation for
why the disease was also
occurring in the areas
where litchi is not grown.

It is worth mentioning
that most of the kids who
died are in the age group of
1 to 4 years. Do these
researchers want us to
believe that one year old kid
could regularly eat litchi?
The general argument has
been that while the parents
go for plucking the fruit, he
kids also accompany them
and also eat litchi.

Nitish hasbeen in power since2005in
alliancewith theBJP, barring of coursethe
nearly onean half year period when he
ruled with RJD.

sanctioned at Sri Krishna
Memorial Medical College,
Muzaffarpur. Despite deaths
becoming a recurrent annual
feature the basic health
infrastructure and hygiene
remained inadequate.

It is shocking to notice
that the state government
has not shown alacrity in
fighting the epidemic. The so
called icon of good
governance and a
compassionate chief minister
Nitish Kumar, announced an
ex-gratia of Rs 4 Lakh each
to families of the children, but
so far could not make out
time to meet and console the
parents of the deceased kids.
This is highest order of
insensitivity demonstrated
by Nitish. How could a
person claiming to be servant
of people let the victims
lurch?

His Health Minister,
Mangal Pandey trying to
present the facade of a
government that cares for
Dalits and poor said: "We
have been carrying
awareness campaign in
Muzaffarpur and adjoining
areas," but despite this,
deaths are taking place. It is
a shame that though the
disease has been hounding
the kids for last ten year and
crores of money has been
spent on research, the
government was still not
ready to fight the dreaded
disease. IN this backdrop his
claim that government was
doing everything to contain
the crisis is a misleading
statement.

Nitish has been in power
since 2005 in aliancewith the
BJP, barring of course the
nearly one an half year period
when he ruled with RID. It is
a matter of disgrace that
during his long stay in power
he did not activate the health
mechanism to find out the
real nature of the disease.
Why have the doctors who
invented the role of litchi in
the spread of the disease
been maintaining a passive
silence all these years.

Some of the parents at
the hospital revealed that
their kids did not eat litchi
but even they were
attacked with AES. How can
this syndrome be
explained?

In fact the farmers and
people associated with the
Litchi plantation view the
allegation with suspicion.
They feel that it was a
propaganda against litchi.
In recent times litchi has
emerged as the major source
of revenue. Despite many
years of investigation,
researchers have failed to
isolate the virus, or any
other agent responsible for
causing it. lronically so far
no significant link could be
established between litchi
and encephalitis.

A total of 4400 cases of
AES were reported between
2009 and 2014, an average
of 733 cases per year.
Around 1309 deaths were
reported. Interestingly
according to a new study,
it's the land and not the
produce that was causing
the unexplained
neurological damage. In
2014, 122 children died in
the Muzaffarpur region.
The new study, published
in The American Journal of
Tropical Medicine and
Hygiene, found that a
number of pesticides which
has been banned since 2011
caused the brain damage
among children.

The claim of the Nitish
government of being
proactive in fighting the
dreaded disease is exposed
in the move of the Centre
and Bihar Government to
undertake a  special
vaccination drive
immunising children in
districts of Bihar affected
by the Kkiller Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome
(AES) on June 22 and 23.
This move should have
been taken well before the
months of March and April
when the disease was likely
to descend.(IPA Service)
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Simultaneouspolls
THE holding of an al-party meet on Wednesday
within daysof theswearingin of thenew NDA min-
istry, and at the very start of thefirst parliament ses-
sion, to discussthetheme of holding * simultaneous
polls tothe Lok Sabhaand stateassemblies, issig-
nificant for morereasonsthan one. Onthe positive
Sde, itindicated the seriousnessof thePrimeMinis-
ter to effect reforms of a serious naturein various
fields. Thismight aso be proof of the speed with
which the new government wantsto take matters

forward.

Thereason cited for smultaneouspollsistoavoid
waste of hugetime, energy and fundsthroughitera-
tionsof pollshereand there. The suggestioninvolves
synchronising assembly pollsintwo phases; pollsfor
onegroup of 12 statesor so being held along with
theparliament pollsand the othersgrouped for polls
by themiddleof thefiveyearsof parliament. Inthe
past, both the Election Commission and the Law
Commission had favoured simultaneous polls—as
was happeninginthefirst two decades of Independ-

entIndia.

Onthe negative side, however, al shades of the
political spectrum do not sharethe sameenthusiasm
of PM Modi —who first mooted it in 2016— and
their anxietiesabout the PM using thisto hisand the
BJP sadvantageisunderstandable. Thereisachance
of the popularity of the PM being of helptothe BJP
in statestoo in amore pronounced manner if both
L Sand assembly pollsare held together. But, itis
not necessary that such aconsolidation could take
place, becauseregional leaderstoday are equally

popular in severd states.

Predictably the Congressasa so several regional
entitieslikethe Trinamool Congress, theBSPand
AAP have decided to keep off the PM’s meet on
Wednesday. Inagenera sense, thismight beunjus-
tified. When thegovernment takesacall onaserious
matter likethis, theview of the Oppositionisimpor-
tant and they should have beenthereto present their
standsor apprehensions. West Bengal chief minister
MamataBanerjee, whilerefusingto participateinthe
discussions, hasinstead sought awhite paper onsi-
multaneous polls before adiscussion takes place.
BSP' sMayawati wantsadiscussion rather on use
or misuseof € ectronic voting machines. At thisjunc-
ture, these stands could beviewed asdiversionary
tactics, and onesthat display alack of readinessfor
cooperation with theruling party at the Centre or
withthePM himsdlf. Thisisat oddswith parliamen-

tary democracy.

SCO at Bishkek

Much ado about
nothing!

By Dr. D.K. Giri

The meeting of Council
of Heads of Sates of Shang-
hai Co-operation Organisa-
tion (SCO) at Kyrgyzstan
capital Bishkek, attended
by eight Heads of member
States, and four Heads of
observer States ended in
smoke. Like previous SCO
meetings, the Bishkek Sum-
mit was also quite high in
content but low in intent.

If we scan the resolu-
tions passed, one would
expect the SCO geo-politics
to be stable and peaceful.
But, on the contrary, India-
Pakistan conflicts continue
unabated, India-China bor-
der disputes remain unre-
solved as China makes fan-
tastic claims on Indian ter-
ritories, Russia continues
to worry about China ex-
tending its influence over
Central Asia and Afghani-
stan problem defies a dura-
ble solution.

To substantiate our
charge of SCO being plati-
tudinous and hyperbolic in
its utterances, let us sam-
ple one of the many resolu-
tions passed. It goes, "in-
creasing challenges and
security threats that are be-
coming cross-border in
their nature like terrorism,
spread of terrorist and ex-
tremist ideologies, includ-
ing on the internet, return-
ing foreign terrorists, pro-
liferation of the weapons of
mass destruction, the risk of
an arms race among others
need special attention,
close co-ordination and the
construction of co-opera-
tion of the global commu-
nity." The SCO, interest-
ingly, has a Tashkent based
Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS).

Note the spirit and intent
of the above Resolution. If
it is observed in the same
spirit, the world would be a
much better place, let done
the SCO region. But look at
the hard and painful reali-
ties on the ground, China
blocked for 10 years desig-
nating Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) chief Masood Azhar
as a global terrorist under
1267 Al Qaeda Sanction
Committee of UNSC. This
was when Azhar claimed to
have carried out terrorist
attacks on Indian territory.

Likewise, Afghanistan is
persistently accusing Paki-
stan of engineering terror-
ismin its soil, and Iran, the
observer member of SCO
has, charged Islamabad of
sponsoring terrorism in Te-
heran. When Pakistan con-
tinues to be the hub and
epicentre of cross-border
terrorism, Beijing stands by
Islamabad and indirectly
supports such activities. In

such a scenario, what isthe
sanctity, integrity and au-
thenticity of such a Reso-
lution? What purpose
does it serve for India?
Should India latch on to
such a network that is
Beijing-led, whenironically,
China is India's biggest
threat, and countries like
US expect India to be the
bulwark against China.
What is SCO? How and
why didit comeinto being?
It started originally as
Shanghai Five on 26 April
1996, at the behest of
China, which wanted to
expand its market and in-
fluence to the Central
Asian region. The original
five members were China,
Russia, Kazakhstan,

tional new international,
political and economic or-
der."

Quite commendable ob-
jectives indeed, but, as |
said, they are purely rheto-
ric, hardly reflecting on the
ground by China and Paki-
stan, both magjor adversar-
ies of India. Russia, for its
own weaknesses is holding
on to the apron-string of
China, so are the Central
Asian countries. China is
using its economic might to
browbeat these countries
into joining the alliance.
Russia has had a lot of
goodwill for India.

The Central Asian States
would want India to play a
bigger role in the region.
India, any day, is preferred

“ Note the spirit and intent of the
above Resolution. If it is observed
in the same spirit, the world
would be a much better place, let
alone the SCO region.”

Kyrgyzstan, and
Tajikistan. Then SCO or
Shanghai Pact came into
existence in 2001 with in-
clusion of Uzbekistan. As
Russia became increas-
ingly wary of China'sgrow-
ing influence in the region,
it wanted to rope in India
to counter it. At the same
time, Chinawanted to bring
initsal-weather friend Pa-
kistan to balance India.
That is how India and Pa-
kistan becamefull members
in2017.

SCO is theoretically
driven by the 'Shanghai
Spirit' - harmony, non-
alignment and non-inter-
ference in others' internal
matters; and the SCO char-
ter effective from Septem-
ber 2013. The objectives
enshrined in the charter
include, "strengthening
mutual trust and neigh-
bourliness among member
States research, technol-
ogy and culture as well as
in education, economy,
energy, promoting their ef-
fective co-operation in
politics, transport, tourism,
environmental protection,
joint efforts to maintain
and ensure peace, stability
and security in the region.”
It seeks to fight the evils
of 'terrorism, extremism and
separatism'’. It further com-
mits to an "establishment
of ademocratic, fair and ra-

to China. But China benefits
heavily from the interface
between economy and for-
eign policy, as India suffers
from their mismatch. The
comparative trade figures of
both China and India with
this region validate this hy-
pothesis. India's trade with
Russia is $10 billion, and
with Central Asian countries
is $2 hillion, where as Chi-
nastradewith Russiais $100
billion and with Central Asia
is$50 billion.

Therefore, as | have un-
derlined many times before
in this column, until India
catches up economically
with China, which may hap-
pen sooner than later, she
has to play with other rules
of the game, not what China
uses, and India will have to
punch above her weight in
international politics.
Hence, India has to be ex-
tremely sagaciousin making
aliances and choosing the
forums she needs to engage
with. SCO may not be one
among these.

What werethedriversfor
Indiato join SCO, certainly
not the so-called Shanghai
spirit, nor the laudable ob-
jectivesin the SCO charter?
Our first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru projected
himself to bean idealist, was
easily carried away by pho-
ney sentiments and fanciful
statements, as he was by

Chinese, and we were
chanting Hindi-Chini Bhai
Bhai. NarendraModi issaid
to be a hard-nosed leader.
It could be that South Block
and NAMO thought, Rus-
siais pushing us into SCO,
we would have the scope
to deal with both the super
powers in the region, China
and Russia, which would
help us counter Pakistan.

Secondly, India was
driven by triple interests of
energy security, connectiv-
ity and trade in Central
Asig, that is hydro-carbon
rich. Some observers argue
it will give India an extra
forum to interact with Paki-
stan in absence of SAARC.
All these arguments do not
hold since SCO economy
and geo-politics do not fa-
vour India. On the other
hand, India creates misgiv-
ings among her more reli-
able allies like Japan, USA,
Israel, South Korea and
Australia.

At the cost of repetition
in this column, New Delhi
should never fall back even
inadvertently to its old
days of non-alignment or
balancing and straddling
the competing interests of
the emerging blocks. The
US, moving close to India,
is wary of New Delhi pro-
curing S-400 anti-missile
systemsfrom Russia, allow-
ing Huawei for 5G telecom
bid, and buying oil from
Iran. New Delhi will haveto
find substitutes for these or
take US into confidence.
Given Beijing's manoeuvres
intheregion, New Delhi can
no longer run with the hare
and hunt with the hound. It
has to make a choice.

Also SCOiitself lacksfull
commitment of members.
Any aliance with Chinais
a matter of convenience,
not conviction. The Central
Asian countries cooperate
in other forums too, like
Eurasian Economic Union,
Collective Security Treaty
Organisation (CSTO) of
Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States, and the
Conference on Interaction
and Confidence-building
Measures in Asia (CICA)
and so on. These dilute the
central importance of SCO
for them.

However, in interna-
tional affairs, a country has
to be apart of various, mul-
tiple forums. In that sense,
New Delhi could continue
to associate with SCO, at
least to retain the past good-
will and friendship with
Russia. It could expect no
more from SCO. Let usface
the facts.----INFA
(The writer is Prof, Inter-
national Politics, JMI)

KHADC
quagmire

Editor,

When an institution like
the District Council starts to
act in a responsive manner
and applies its own checks
and balances, it is a welcome
step, but going on an over-
drive mode such as to cause
loss of employment of local
youths of the state is detri-
mental to their future. It also
sends wrong signals to inves-
tors who wish to invest and
develop our state economy
which obviously cannot be
done by a State Government
that relies on the central gov-
ernment for everything.
Granted, that Swiggy or
Rapido should have accord-
ing to Mr Paul Lyngdoh, EM
(Trade), KHADC, gone by
the rules and regulations
governing trade license but
then did any authority take
any initiative in summoning
these firms and asking them
to apply for a trading license
before signing or entering into
an agreement? If digitisation
is the norm of the new Coun-
cil it should start profiling al
businesses run by non-tribals
including those from other
northeastern states who
thrive on our resources. Let
the law be equal for all.

Yours etc...
Dominic S. Wankhar,
Viaemail

Grosserrorsin
M BOSE text
books

Editor,

| wish to point out some
extremely important issues
related to the MBOSE Sci-
ence text books of Classes
IX, X and XII in the inter-
est of our Science stu-
dents. | do hope that
though my findings are
problematic only as far as
Physics is concerned, oth-
ers teaching Chemistry
and Biology could also ex-
amine their subjects. The
text is full of critical, un-
founded information some
of which are as follows:

Hearing aid: Ear trumpet
is a device which is used
by a person who is hard of
hearing. Its shape is just
like a trumpet. The narrow
end is kept in the ear hole
of a person who is hard of
hearing, whereas the wider
end faces the speaker. The
waves received by the
wider end of the trumpet
are reflected into narrow
end. This in turn increases
the intensity of sound en-
ergy and hence a person
who is hard of hearing can
hear clearly.

Ultrasonography: The
ultrasonic vibrations can
be reflected from bounda-
ries between materials of

some density. This tech-
nique is used in sensing
some internal organs of
human body. It is superior
to x-rays scanning as it
does not cause harm to
human cells unlike x-rays.
The instrument which uses
ultrasonic for getting the
image waves travels
through the tissues of the
human body and get re-
flected from the region
where there is a change in
density. These reflected
waves are converted into
electric signals. These sig-
nals are then displayed on
TV monitors or can be pro-
duced in films. The proc-
ess is caled Ultrasonogra-
phy and help doctors to
detect abnormalities such
as stones in gall bladders
and kidneys or tumors in
different regions. Ultra
sound waves of high inten-
sity are employed to break
small stones in kidneys
into grains. The fine grains
then get flushed out with
urine.

Sonic boom: When the
speed of moving object ex-
ceeds the velocity of
sound the object is said to
be moving with supersonic
speed. The first such ob-
ject was produced in 1948,
in the form of supersonic
jet planes. When sound
producing objects move
with speed higher than the
speed of sound then it pro-

duces shockwaves in air.
These shock waves pro-
duce large amount of en-
ergy. When shock waves
pass through air they pro-
duce loud sound called
sonic boom. The sonic
boom produced by jet
aircrafts has enough en-
ergy to shatter glass
panes and damage build-
ings. (Sadly auditory illu-
sions is insulated)

The experiment on
Archimedes Principle's
very vital concept is to-
tally wrong. The experi-
ment to show sound
waves need a medium to
propagate is also wrong.
We do not need suction
pumps to make the glass
jar vacuum. The sound
waves from the electric
well are too weak to make
the glass vibrate. Then
ultrasonic waves can clear
the fog in the runway.
Kepler's law on planetary
motion meant for B.Sc is
introduced in Class IX. It
may just be an introduc-
tion but why trouble the
students who are yet to
study an eclipse?

I wonder how this text
was accepted and why
school teachers with Post
Graduate degrees and
good teachers with B.Sc
Physics Honors have not
complained to the Board.
The concept with un-
founded explanation has

really confused our stu-
dents.

We are now in the month
of June and the need of the
hour is to convene an ur-
gent meeting of al HOD's
(Physics) of St. Anthony's
College, St Edmund's Col-
lege, Shillong College,
Lady Keane's and Tura and
Jowal colleges. Meanwhile,
| will begrateful if CBSE text
books are switched too.
The effort is not small but
the text should be rid of the
errors. Let our children who
aim for Medicine, Engineer-
ing, Veterinary, Agriculture
not be misled at the crucial
stage of Class IX and X. On
Chemistry and Biology | am
not authorized to comment.
Let the HOD's mentioned
above in their respective
subjects scrutinize the text.

Yours etc.,
M. Khyriem
Viaemall

When will
terror end?

Editor,

In afresh encounter with
the security forcesin Jammu
and Kashmir's Anantnag
district on Tuesday, two mili-
tantswerekilled and anArmy
jawan was martyred in the
operation in Bijbehara area
of South Kashmir district.
The encounter started when

the militants opened fire on
security forces who were
conducting a cordon-and-
search operation following
inputs about the presence
of the ultras.
Itisregrettable that mili-
tancy still rears its ugly
head in Jammu and Kash-
mir even after the Pulwama
terror attack. The govern-
ment and the Army have to
find an answer to the ques-
tion why certain youths are
enticed to the vortex of ter-
rorism in the state? We
need a lasting solution
rather than a fleeting one
on this vexed issue. Every
household from where
possible youths get sucked
into accepting destructive
ways, must be held ac-
countable for any of its
members who voluntarily
embrace the destructive
theories. Also, close moni-
toring of such families by
the Army will definitely re-
duce the number of
recruitees towards terrorist
organizations.
Yours etc.,
TK Nandanan,
Viaemail

L etters to the Editor
must have the full name,
address and contact
number of thewriter, even
if they are sent by email.
Only letters with the
requisite details will be

published.

Will Budget give sops or are

new taxes inevitable?

Chdlenges
Modi faces

By Lalit Sethi

In spite of winning abso-
lute mgjority in the 17th Lok
Sabha, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi realizes that
he faces a number of chal-
lenges in his second term. It
is not a bed of roses, though
not even a crown of thorns
he wears.

The Government is con-
centrating on the work in
hand that is financial busi-
ness and its economic goals.
The Budget Session of the
new Parliament, which has
been joined into the
Monsoon Session, is being
sought to be kept low key
as the government is keep-
ing the Opposition informed
about its plans.

Yet, what are the priori-
ties of the new Budget? Has
it to be full of sops for the
people, thefarmers, the poor-
est of the poor, housing,
shelter, toilets, schools for
children, health care, roads,
especially village roads,
wells, water bodies, rain har-
vesting, and bank deposits
of Rs. 6,000 into the ac-
counts of al small farmers.
The Rural Development
Minister in the Modi Sarkar
has claimed that tens of mil-
lions are now receiving the
money; and under the Jana
Dhan Yojana, says 320 mil-

report, the farmer must be
paid one and half times the
cost of growing food grain
and all produce. The big
farmers owning more than
five to ten hectares or acres
grow flowers and horticul-
ture or exotic organic veg-
etables and fruits; not al of
them earn good prices, but
there is much wastage all
around as harvests remain
on the ground uncared.
The Prime Minister
would like to avert regular
disruptions and walk-outs
during the Budget Session.
He has sought cooperation
of the Opposition and even
offered to recognize the
Congress as the regular
Opposition and its leader
even though the Congress
is short of three members of
the required 55 seats. Mr.
Modi has also stated that it
is not the large majority of
numbers in the House he
has that matters, but the
debating skills of the mem-
bers that ultimately count
and he would wish to keep
that pointin mindin hisdeal-
ings with the Opposition.
The Congress Opposi-
tion has responded to that
point graciously and of-
fered to cooperate on is-
sues of national interest,

“ The Government

started its in-

nings by releasing the draft of the
New Education Policy, but quickly
withdrew the threat to impose Hindi
as the link language in place of
English and even modified the three
language formula. ”

lion new bank accounts
have been opened between
2015 and 2019.

Or has the Finance Min-
ister to mobilizetaxesinabig
way to finance al the prom-
ises the new Government
has made? The treasury
needs tons of money to keep
its word. It claims that the
work the Modi Government
has done and is now prom-
ising with redoubled efforts
has won it the 2019 General
Elections. Its promises are
not empty. It has lived up to
them and is redoubling its
endeavours to keep the
pledges it has been making
and is making every day.

By the year 2022 it redly
hopes to double the farmers
incomes because 500 million
poor women farmers are do-
ing a yeoman's job on their
tiny farms and earning up to
Rs. 5,000 a year. The Gov-
ernment claims that alone
will double the poorest farm-
ers income. Rural Develop-
ment Minister Tomar claims
that even West Bengal has
been doing good work on
making rural roads and
housing for the poor in spite
of being ruled by an Oppo-
sition party.

Yet why are farmers com-
mitting suicide in large num-
bers? Is it because 30 per
cent of the people of India
are poorly fed or starving?
Is it because 56 per cent of
al farm land is dry land or
parched and 33 to 50 per cent
or even more of India faces
acute water shortage, with
Tamil Nadu having had no
rain for 90 days or more.

Could the Modi Govern-
ment find solutions to these
problems in the weeks,
months and years to come?
It thinks and claims it could,
but the ground redlities are
harsh. They know it even as
they claim that food grain
production has risen from 30
million tons in 1947 to 280
million tons a year in 2018,
but the population has risen
from 320 million to at least
1.3 billion this year. That is
five times in population and
nine times in grain produc-
tion.

Yet the farmer is not paid
a remunerative price for his
produce. He cannot even
sell al his produce; much of
it has to be destroyed. Yet
the Government says that in
keeping with the
Swaminathan Commission

but not the one on Triiple
Talag faced by Muslim
women. Will theruling party
go slow on that issue since
it lacks the numbers in the
Rajya Sabha where voting
on Bills becomes crucial if
they have to be enacted by
both Houses.

The Opposition and the
National Democratic Alli-
ance might feel that Mr.
Modi has shown a degree
of arrogance by treating
them with disdain. The
Government  started its in-
nings by releasing the draft
of the New Education
Policy, but quickly with-
drew the threat to impose
Hindi as the link language
in place of English and even
modified the three language
formula.

After that withdrawal, it
asked West Bengal Chief
Minister, Mamata Banerjee,
to report on the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation
in her State. She responded
by saying that it was all
right, but the Centre had al-
ready received reports from
the Governor. There ap-
peared to be a lurking threat
of imposition of President's
Rule or Governor's Rule, but
the Centre appears to have
held back the threat as it
could be counter-produc-
tive because such a step
would have led to
countrywide protests and
created tension, especially
during the Budget Session
of Parliament.

But even the dealings
with NDA allies of the BJP
like Janata Dal United, Shiv
Senaand Ram Vilas Paswan
have been far from smooth.
JDU wanted two Cabinet
positions as a coalition part-
ner at the Centre, it was of-
fered just one. The crafty
Nitish Kumar declined even
one seat and instead ex-
panded the State Cabinet in
coalition with the BJP, but
offered no new position to
BJP dliesin the State. Shiv
Sena and Paswan accepted
one ministerial position
each at the Centre, and con-
tinue to be unhappy. The
BJP ties with National
Democratic Alliance are far
from smooth. Will they be
papered over? Timewill tell.

(Lalit Sethi is a jour-
nalist of long standing and
a commentator on politi-
cal and social issues)
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Jobsversusthelaw
THE sudden closure of 33 shopsinaparticular area
of thecity hasraised astink. Mr AL Hek theMLA
representing the area and a minister in the MDA
Government hasnaturally taken the matter head-on
and argued that genuine non-tribal residentsof the
area should not be deprived of their livelihoods.
Nongmynsong where the shops are closed is a
Scheduled Areahencethe United Khas-JaintiaHills
District (Trading by Non-Tribals)Regulation 1954
iseffectiveinthearea TheAct clearly specifiesthat
any tradeor businessfor profitincluding other smilar
vocationsrequiresatrading licensefromthe District

Council.

TheAct dso spdlsout clausesthat restrict trading
by non-tribals. It says, 'no person other than atribal
resdentinthedidrict shal carry onwholesaleor retall
tradeor businesswithintheKhas HillsAutonomous
Digtrict, except under alicenseissued in that behal f
by an officer of the District Council duly authorized
by the Executive Committeeunder provisonsof this
Regulation and the Rules made there-under.
However, suchlicenseshd|l not berefused to atrader
who has been carrying on such businesswithinthe
Didtrict beforethecommencement of thisRegulation,
i.e. before1954. If atrading licenseisrefused, the
groundsof refusal shall berecorded inwriting after
giving the applicant an opportunity to show-cause.
However, no trading shall be deemed to be Benami
when suchtradeisby any one spouse (one of whom
isatribal), consequent to alega marriage, on behalf
of theother or by any oneof their legal issue. A non-
triba whoisemployedinany tradeor busnessowned
by atribal shall obtain aclearance certificate from
the Executive Committee to the effect that he is
working asan employeeor labourer of suchtriba in
the particular trade or business. What isof concern
istheloss of jobsto young people post the closure
of Swiggy and Rapido both of which arefranchises
with head offices el sewhere but which are catering
to public needs. Many of thoseworking in Swiggy
aretriba young men. TheRapido biketaxi isintended
to ease the traffic of Shillong. It would be easy to
surmisethat local taxi driverswould not be happy to
seethelr businesstaken away by someone smarter.
And Swiggy hasbecomeahousehold nameasmuch
asDomino'sPizzais. Peopleneeding to get their food
home delivered efficiently are using Swiggy. The
questioniswhether such franchisesshould also come
under the Digtrict Councilssincethey are operating

in non-scheduled aress.

Facing the 21 century
with outdated Ideas

No sane person will deny
their children access to
education, no matter how
poor the person is. But the
fact isthat poverty has made
education inaccessible to
many, despite the Right to
Education Act. There are
still thousands of kids that
are out of school and doing
menial jobs. With just one
parent having to feed many
mouths, education is
beyond their grasp. And |
dare say that the numbers
of such children and
teenagers who yearn to be
in school but whose family
circumstances are so
precarious are growing
every year. If these kids are
asked why they want to go
to school, the immediate
answer is that they want to
learn to read and write; to
get out of the poverty trap
and to be able to hold a job
and better their stations in
life. Itisafallure of the state
that there are still so many
children out of school and
of those who do have the
good fortune to be in
school, many just drop out
before they pass high
school. They are termed
“drop-outs” which | think is
a very disparaging term.
The politically correct word
for them would be, “out of
school” children. Needless
to say, teenagers who drop
out of Class VII, VIII, IX or
who fail their SSLC exams
soon become the dregs of
society because our system
has not developed the
capacity to address their
specific handicaps. Yes, the
state has come up with skills
training but many don't fit
into those modules because
these ‘out of school’ youth
are ‘out of school’ for a
reason or several reasons
and there are not enough
safety nets which can
capture them and work on
their psyche, for, that is
where the problem starts.

Let’s face one fact. No
single child is like the other
one. Yet our schools are
modelled to produce an
assembly line of pass-outs
who are tested on a single
format and where creativity
is not given any space at al.
When | look at children
today they seem to carry a
heavy burden. The syllabus
is huge; they all seem to
need private tuitions in
Mathematics and Science

By Patricia Mukhim

and they have absolutely
no time to play and sweat
it out. They are addicted
to their mobile phones and
they are perpetualy with
their head phones on. Half
the time they don’t hear
when you call them or are
talking to them. They live
in a world of their own
which is like an escape
mechanism because they
find school to be an echo
chamber. It's almost as if
the mobile phone with its
humungous range of apps
offers them the comfort
that the real world cannot.
So where have we reached
at this point in our
history?

We are told that young
people engage in virtual
romance and are
depressed when they
break up. Yes, this and
other issues are what we
hear and discuss as adults
and as parents but when it
comes to finding solutions
we don’'t seem to have
any. They are out of reach
because we need
psychiatrists and
counselling psychologists
but have too few of them,
even as mental illness has
burgeoned and mainly
because of internet
addiction.

In this scenario, what
education are children
actually imbibing? Many
say they find school and
college boring because
students these days know
more than their teachers.
Also, because teachers are
not able to keep pace with
the rapid technological
progress of the present
generation. Indeed
technology is king and we
are all trying to fit. Thisis
a progress with no known
trajectory. Since most
young people live in a
world of their own and
they no longer accept do’'s
and don’ts from grown-
ups be they parents or
teachers, they are also
alienated from the social
life that actually enriched
the experiences of their
parents and elders.

Today there are enough
WhatsApp forwards that
tell uson adaily basiswhat
is wrong with the world,;
with us; with our young

ones. There are also enough
sages and psychologists to
advice us on what we
should and should not be
doing vis-a-vis our troubled
kids but at the end of the day
there really is no, “Do It
Yourself (DIY) kit for
handling children and
young people. They need
so much patience which
busy parents of today just
don’t have enough of.

It is in this complex
environment that most
young parents are bringing
up their kids. It's adaunting
feeling to even answer their
pointed questions. Kids
today don’t believe in
beating around the bush.
They are direct and they
don’t care if you hurt. |
sometimes feel there is an
emotion deficit in most of
them, perhaps because they
are more connected to
gadgets than to humans.
Many of them ask Alexa (the
Al that is perhaps most
affordable) for answers to
difficult questions so why
would they need their
parents? Of course, Alexais
not supposed to know the
state of mind of the person
asking the question, but
parents know and they can
sense when their child is
hurting or grappling with an
emotional storm. That's the
big difference and one
hopes that parents
understand that and don’t
alow Alexa to hijack their
kids.

And now we are in the
season of admissions into
Higher Secondary schools
and colleges. Those in Class
XI1 are preparing to welcome
freshersintheir midst. Before
they know it these students
would have passed Class
Xl to move on to
undergraduate colleges and
asisthe norm here many will
waddle their way into
University. Whether these
students actually know what
they want from life is
anyone’s guess. To date
most schools, especialy in
the rural areas do not have
career counselling sessions
that should begin in Class
VIl =X when the child’s
aptitude can be gauged.
Hence many kids till decide
for themselves or alow their
parents to decide their future

course of studies and even
to plan their careers. Some
parents have this neatly
sorted out and expect their
kids to simply fall in place.
The problem arises if at
some point the kid realises
he/sheis not cut out for that
course of study and
decides to opt out. Is there
an easy exit route without
the melodramaof, “ Oh how
can you do this when we
have invested so much on
your studies and you have
wasted so many years?’
One can understand the
anguish of parents but isn’t
the future of the kid more
important? Isn’t it more
judicious for the kid to find
out where he/she fits, even
if it is dropping out of the
Science stream to study
music? Is that so appalling?
It is appalling because our
mindsets are so tunnelled
and constricted and
because we have not redly
understood the meaning of
“liberal education.” In fact
liberal education is what's
needed for the 21st century.
Not everyone is going to
be an Einstein or a medical
genius or an outstanding
architect. Each person has
his/her own strengths and
aptitude and should be
allowed to excel in that. But
for that to happen, parents
have to be willing to shift
their goalpost and better
till to alow their children
to put up their own
goal posts.

Other than university
education there are any
number of professional
courses that can provide
better jobs than a
nondescript Master’'s
degree. It ‘s important to
seek out these professional
courses that the current job
market demands than to
waste a University seat
merely because the state
subsidises  University
education in India. I am
always dismayed by the
fact that we have produced
thousands of University
scholars but we don't hear
them holding a view on any
contemporary issue. They
neither question nor
dissent but readily join the
crowd. What a waste of a
University education.

On this note let me rest
my pen here and share
some more thoughts on
education at a later stage.

TO THE EDITOR

Beef traders
strike: Alegal
per spective

Editor,

Illegal smuggling of cattle
to Bangladesh via the state
of Meghalaya has witnessed
a depletion of cattle stock in
the State. The healthy and fit
cattle are smuggled away to
Bangladesh while the less
preferred and sickly ones are
disposed off to the beef
butchers and traders in
Meghalaya. How isit possible
that the needs of another
nation are given priority?
Cattle smuggling via the
Indo-Bangladesh border is a
violation of many statutes of
the Indian Constitution and
the Consumer Protection
Act. It is alleged that the
nexus between the illegal
traders and the BSF (Border
Security Force) favour such
activities which happen in
their area of jurisdiction. This
daylight smuggling of cattle
has brought the sale of beef
in Meghalaya to a standstill
as butchers they have
resolved to stop buying
cattle from the market at
Khanapara which roughly 90
kms from Shillong. The Khasi
Jaintia Butcher's Welfare
Association (KJBWA) has
stopped buying the skinny,
diseased cows which are
butchered and sold in the
Meghalaya beef markets at
Rs300 per kilogram. Themain
cause of such illegal trading
and smuggling is because the
local cattle traders
accumulate more wealth

through this activity than
what they earn from their
normal businesses. There is
a saying that no one should
get rich at the cost of
someone else's loss. Yet,
this is happening in
Meghalaya. The local
traders have amassed
wealth by disposing off the
unhealthy cattle which is
obviously illegal and
atrocious. The  beef
consumers and butchers
have become victims of this
unfair trade practice.

In  this case a
fundamental right has been
breached by the local cattle
traders/smugglers where
our right to consume
healthy and fit beef is now
beyond our reach. The
Supreme Court of India

through Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud has
recognized the right to
healthy food as a
fundamental right through
Article 21 of the
Constitution. The

Consumer Protection Act,
1986 has directed the setting
up of State Consumer
Protection Councils and
District Consumer
Protection Forums under
section 7 and 8 and sections
8A and 8B of the Act. This
said, the State Government
has to take necessary
action to curb this illegal
trade and smuggling which
is carried out at the cost of
the citizens of the state
thereby affecting their
consumer rights. It isaclear
violation of the law and
what is surprising is that the
BSF is alegedly promoting

this smuggling along with
the local traders for their
personal gain.

Another surprising fact
is that a fitness certificate
must be issued to certify
hedlthy and fit cattle before
they are sent to the
slaughter house, yet unfit
and weak cattle pass
through this mechanism
which obviously betrays
the discrepancy in the
system. The Indian Penal
Code, 1860 under section
421 and 424 states that
fraud/dishonesty and
concealment of property is
a crime. In this case cattle
which are  actively
concealed by the traders
are being sold at a lucrative
price to Bangladesh while
the local beef butchers are
deprived of healthy cattle.

The State Government
had repeatedly ordered that
illegal smuggling of cattleto
Bangladesh should stop.
The Minister for Animal
Husbandry and Veterinary
had ordered strict
inspection at various check
gates which have to comply
with such guidelines of the
law and trade practice. But
the situation needs better
and more effective scrutiny
to ensure that such trade
does not happen at the cost
of the consumers and beef
butchers of Meghalaya.
The law has to be effective
enough to punish all those
connected to this illegal
trade/smuggling of cattle to
Bangladesh. They must be
booked and made to
compensate for the harm
caused to the public who

are forced to consume
unhealthy beef.

Yours etc.,

Ritre O Lyngdoh

BA.LLB (Hons)

Nationa Law

University & Judicial

Academy,Assam}

Of pre-
determined

interviews

Editor,

An advertisement
published in your news
daily on the June 7, 2019
invited applications for the
post of Asst Prof in the
Department of Political
Science, Sankardev
College Shillong. As a
candidate who had the
necessary qualifications
for the post | was happy to
see this advertisement.
Later | realized that the
same post was advertised
in the same news daily on
October 11, 2017 for which
| had applied and also
faced the interview board
on Nov 8, 2017. | have the
habit of checking the time
before | enter and exit an
interview room to keep a
record of my interview and
how | could have fared. As
far as the interview in this
College is concerned, |
clearly remember that
when | entered the
interview room it was 12.59
PM. | was given less than
two minutes for a
demonstration. | exited the
interview room at 1.11 PM.
The points to be noted

about this interview are: (a)
there were about 8 persons
in the interview panel
comprising the College
Principal, the HOD, the GB
President, the Subject Expert
and other Professors (b) |
was no given time to write a
single word on the
blackboard before the
demonstration (c) three
guestions were asked by
the Subject Expert which |
was able to answer (d) when
| could not answer the
fourth questions the panel
simply said, 'that's enough.'
| had to leave the interview
room (€) besides the Subject
Expert, others in the
interview panel were mere
observers who filled up the
chairs with no interest in
interviewing me.

| was not the only who
was treated like that at the
interview. In fact amost al

applicants were  not
interviewed properly, except
'‘one' So, | realized the
interview was

predetermined and even
sensed the 'one' would get
the job. One or our friends
told the ‘one' that he would
be selected based on the
kind of interview this ‘one
had. About a week later the
‘one’ informed me and others
that he had got a call and
that he was selected for the
job. Later | cameto know that
the College had already
sent the necessary
documents to DHTE for its
approval, but which |
assume it did not approve,
for reasons best known to
the College. So now the
questions arises (i ) why did

the College ‘'properly’
interview only ‘'one'
candidate? (ii) what
happened to those

documents sent to DHTE?
(iii) Whether the College
has again pre-determined
whom to select thistime too,
asit did in 20177?

The College must
respond to the questions
above if it does not want
any information from

outside to come out in
the public domain in order

to clear the air. As a
candidate  who has
appeared in the 2017

interview and in those of
other colleges in Shillong
and who will be submitting
the application to
Sankardev College once
more, | place this letter in
the public domain so that
all applicants for the said
post including me, will
understand the rationale of
the upcoming interview in
this College. We dl havethe
right to pose the above
questions to the College
and it must provide the
information otherwise the
present advertisement and
interview to be conducted
for the same will be no
different from that which
took place in 2017. Good
Luck to al the applicants.
Yours etc.,
Name withheld on
request.

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
are the views of the
writer sauthors and not
that of The Shillong
Times

Kolkata doctors
grike has
many |lesons

By B. Sivaraman

The recently concluded
strike by West Bengal
doctors had many unusual
featurestoit. Thereisnothing
new in irate relatives of
patients attacking doctors.
Such  outbursts  keep
occurring regularly in
different parts of the country.
There is nothing new in the
affected doctors going on
strikes demanding better
protection either. What is
new this time is the larger
political dimension the entire
issue assumed in West
Bengal. Even asthe State was
being rocked by post-poll
violence with the BJP being
on the offensive, the ruling
party at the Centre opened a
new front. When the junior
doctors in the State went on
a flash strike to protest
against serious attack on two
of their colleagues by the
unruly relatives of a patient
who died at NRS Medical
College and Hospital on 10
June 2019, the BJP saw an
opportunity to fish in the
troubled waters. The ruling
powers at the Centre swung
into action.

Then something hitherto
unheard of happened. On 13
June 2019, the Indian Medica
Association (IMA) called for
afour-day nationwide protest
including a one-day dl-India
solidarity strike on 17 June.
The entire BJP party
machinery among doctors
was activised. On 14 June
morning meetings were
arranged between Union
Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan and no less than half
a dozen doctors'
associations in Delhi, where
they complained to him about
attacks on two of their
colleagues in Kolkata.

In a highly controversial
move, on 15 June, while
writing a letter to all Chief
Ministers about beefing up
security to doctors, Harsh
Vardhan also circulated an
old 2017 Bill titled Draft
Protection of Medical Service
Persons and Medical Service
Institutions (Prevention of
Violence and Damage or Loss
of Property) Act, 2017 as a
model bill of sorts. The Bill
however had been drafted by
the IMA and not by the
Union Health Ministry, and
it prescribed ten vyears
rigorous punishment to
those who assault doctors,
almost considering them at
par with murderers, and the
Bill had not been vetted by
the Union Law Ministry or
approved by the Cabinet!

In another unusual
gesture, the Union Home
Ministry under BJP
strongman Amit Shah sought
reports from the West Bengal
government not only about
the genera political violence
in the State but also
specifically on the attack on
these two doctors. In an
equally unusual gesture, on
15 June, the AIIMS Doctors'
Association, known to be
loyal to Harsh Vardhan, gave
atwo-day media "ultimatum"
to the West Bengal CM Ms.
Mamata Banerjee though
they were at aloss to explain
what the ultimatum was
about.

On 17 June, from
Ahmedabad to Hyderabad,
and from Lucknow to Patna,
and in Pondicherry and
Chandigarh, tens  of
thousands of doctors went
on a strike.

In yet another surprise
development, the RSS Chief
Mohan Bhagwat stooped
downtothelevel of amofussil
politician and criticised
Mamata personally for the
doctors'  strike  while
addressing the concluding
session of a training
programme  for RSS
volunteers at Nagpur on 17
June.

Are the assaults on
doctors by patients' relatives
too widespread and is the
entire medical community too
incensed to go on a
spontaneous  strike in
solidarity with the striking
West Bengal doctors? Is the

issue really so serious at all
parts of the country that it
was snowballing into a
major all-India media and
political issue? No, not at
al! Theloca IMA chapters
and the BJP wings among
the doctors took care to
explain to the doctors that
there would be no action as
the strike enjoyed the
indirect support of the BJP
governments. In this sense,
it was an engineered strike.

But the dramatic anti-
climax happened in Kolkata
that day. Mamata Banerjee,
who had earlier made some
insensitive remarks about
the doctors' strike and
issued an ultimatum to them
to return to work on 13
June, realised her folly after
sensing the BJP's larger
plan, and invited doctors
for talks on 17 June. Being
a consummate political
communicator, she even
accepted their precondition
for live-streaming of the
meeting. On 17 June, the
day of all-India strike, she
met with an unusually large
delegation of 2
representatives each from
more than 30 hospitals, and
in the meeting she assured
them of full protection and
accepted almost all their
demands. Meanwhile,
pressure and public
criticism was aso mounting
against the doctors and one
patient even died in Malda
allegedly in the absence of
timely medical attention.
The young doctors were
not carried away by the
unexpected new-found all-
India support from the BJP
but withdrew their strike.
The BJP which had hoped
to further rake up the issue
against Mamata ended up
with egg on its face!

The high-point of
Mamata's agreement with
the doctors’ was the
establishment of complaint
redressal cell in each
hospital, a sensible
institutional option which
the patients can use to take
up their grievances instead
of resorting to blind
physical violence against
the doctors. Mamata also
directed the police chief to
appoint nodal officers to
oversee security
arrangements for doctors in
each hospital, who would be
answerable for that. These
were the most practical and
sensible solutions to the
vexing issue.

Regarding legislative
protection to doctors, Tamil
Nadu had already passed
an act in 2018 called Tamil
Nadu Medicare Service
Persons and Medicare

Service Institutions
(Prevention of Violence and
Damage or Loss to

Property) Act, 2008, that
made any act of violence
against any medical
personnel or institution a
cognizable non-bailable
offence and prescribed
imprisonment for a term not
less than three years but
which may extend to ten
years with fine. This itself
was called too stringent by
rights groups which feared
its misuse against poor
people and nobody has
been punished under it
though and there has been
no review of its functioning
by the Centre either. Instead
of proceeding in that
direction and drafting a
redistic Bill at theministerial
level after consulting the
Law Ministry, Harsh
Vardhan thought it fit to
circulate an unofficial Bill
prepared by the IMA that
made a mockery of criminal
jurisprudence and the
principle of proportionality.
The young doctors of
Bengal remained stuck to
their professional concerns
and failed to walk into the
trap of BJP's political
manipulation. Mamata
Banerjee also outsmarted
theBJPintheir own political
game-plan. (IPA Service)
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“Every time you suppress some part of
yourself or allow others to play you
small, you are in essence ignoring the
owner's manual your creator gave you
and destroying your design.”

--- Oprah Winfrey
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Bad applesin BJP'sbasket

BY any reckoning, thisisnow the best of times
for the BJP. It has re-asserted itself as the
strongest political establishment while at the same
time hasthe luxury of finding the Oppositionin
total disarray, theregional parties crestfallen and
the Congress rudderless. Such a scenario
imposes a heavy responsibility on the saffron
party to present a better picture of itself. But,
actionslike the open-arms policy it extended to
four Telugu Desam Party (TDP) members of the
Raya Sabhawithin daysof installation of the new
Modi government are indications of what lies
ahead for thefuture. At the minimum, the party's
accommodation of thefour MPsdoesnot inspire
confidence about a change for the better. This,
even granted that the Modi government badly
needs more strength in the Upper House to see
through key legislationsand the TDP deserved a
hard hit. Reports are that some of these MPs
face serious cases of suspected wrongdoingin
money dedls, likewilful defaultsafter taking huge
loansfrom banksetc. The BJP had itself equated
them with thelikesof Vijay Mallya, who fled the
country after bleeding banks though major
financial misdeeds. It's natural for such mento
avail the nearest opportunity, jump ship, and be
safely ensconced intheruling establishment. The
cases against them by the ED, the CBI etc have
not reached their logical conclusionsyet. To that
extent, these are crucial times. These MPs
claiming they areinnocent cannot betaken at face

vaue.

Oneisjudged by the company he keeps; so
with political establishmentstoo. Parties should,
intheminimum, keep liabilitiesfor thefutureat a
safedistance. A cleansing of the political system
demands as much. The reverse has happened
here. The Congress party did not have arecord
of good conduct when it cameto corruption. It
wasinfested with corrupt elementsalso asit was
the ruling party for long years. While the BJP
and PM Modi had alandslidevictory intheLS
pollsthistime, it must al so be noted that they did
not take thefight against corruption very seriously
intheir previousinnings. The scenario overall has
only worsened, though PM Modi and his
ministerswere not seen as corrupt. This, despite
the stench of Rafale charges. Hope is that the
PM and the BJP would acquit themselves well
by taking positive steps and keeping the bad

applesat bay.

Wehaven't got Change We

As| was reading Patricia
Mukhim's article, "We
voted for change: Now
where did we lose change?’
(ST June 14, 2019) the only
thing that comes to mind is
that it reiterated the point
that we have been taken for
aride. As a matter of fact
whichever party has won,
has taken us for different
rides. | agree with the
article but | disagree with
the term 'we.' Not all people
voted for asingle party. The
‘we' here are the winners,
who turn to losers once
their representatives hold
the seats of power (others
might agree or disagree on
this  aggregation  of
conclusion). The dictum,
‘government by the people,
for the people and of the
people’ doesn't apply
anymore. Democracy is no
longer the process when it
comes to decisions making;
if thereis, itisonly afacade.
Democracy is now only a
festival, manifest vibrantly
during elections.

Democracy must be an
everyday affair. It beginsin
classrooms, households,
offices, localities, durbars et
al. Democracy here is not
about freedom, for this term
has been loosely and
subjectively understood.
Democracy Is about respect
and responsibility; it is
about providing a social,
political and economic
environment where all
people without
discrimination can grow
and prosper, but not at the
cost of his or her fellow

citizens and most
importantly the
environment.

Demos Crisis or

Systemic Failure
Thisfailure of democracy
is aso the problem of the
‘demos.’ Citizens must also
share the blame, but, when
citizens are offered only
candidates selected by a
party (National or State), the
possibility of having the
right candidate diminishes.
When money power comes
into play, then and there the
fate of the State is sealed. If
a worthy and true
democracy is to happen,
the process of selection of
candidates has to change.
This demands a paradigm
shift in the procedure of
selections. If you take the
constituency as a
classroom, not only
students who score good
grades are the most
intelligent or able; there are
other students who are
intelligent too and who are
good at lateral thinking.
Therefore, not all social
workers, NGO workers,
student leaders,
businessmen etc., are the
best options. There are also
people who can do a far
better job. We might also
say, that experiences in
dealing with the daily
functions of society and
other social issues have
more weightage but in this
modern world of
governance and policy
making and the enabling
effect of technology,
governance and

need Change

By UD Tmar

administration has
attained new meaning and
enabled us to venture into

the horizon where
knowledge and
information and the
integration of data
determines various

optimality where society
has to move. The

convergence of
economics, politics,
history, culture,
technology and the
changing environment
(human and natural)

demands leaders with a
broad- based
understanding of various
issues. Ideally (practically
crucial), we need a person
who has the ability and
faculty to correlate things,
set a vision and targets, a
person who understands
systems of interactions
(ecological perspectives,
crucial in the context of
climate change), a person
with an acumen to feel
society (emotional
intelligence) and more.
Hence mere education or
holding a degree is not
enough, but dedication to
work, ethics, aesthetics
and humanity are the
paramount objectives, if
we have to have a
democratic society based
on respect and
responsibility. Judging
from the present trend of
leaders, this is a far cry
fromredlity. Wearedl ina
situation, as defined by
Herbert Spencer, 'where
the fittest survive,' but in
the present socio-political
context, the term fittest can
be equated with wealth or
money, family and affinity.
How this wealth/money is
being accumulated is a
different topic to be
discussed.

Palitics of Dynasties or
Dynastic Palitics:

In the context of
dynastic politics, political
parties are in some way
dynasties but not in the
truest sense of family
dynasty. Somehow
political parties are far
better than  family
dynasties. In many ways
political parties are a
convergence of single
interest(s); they are a
family of interests. Parties
will be better off if they
practice internal
democracy which will
have a beneficia effect on
society at large. Kong
Patriciais correct when she
said, we are 'a feuda like
society', and it also seems
that egalitarianism has
gone out of the door in the
present political
arrangement and
alignment. In the context
of regional parties,
egalitarianism is dead;
infighting is the hallmark
of regional parties, and
since the time of Brington
Buhai Lyngdoh (if my
memory serves me right)
there were efforts to unite
the regional parties
(Meghalaya Federation),
but till date we are

nowhere near achieving this
objective. This conflict of
interest is inherent in us; it's
part of our DNA (lah long
doh, long snam). People call
it a 'curse’; thisis a lazy
analysis and perception. On
careful judging we will find
that individualism and
egotism are to blame.
Therefore as| seeit, political
parties are parties of mutual,
individual interests, and they
will serve the party as long
their interests are being
served. Society, community,
people are not part of their
scheme of things except
prior to elections which are
now equated to a 'Festival'.

Election as a milestone or
precursor to democracy is
not a festival, nor areligion,
nor a celebration. It is an
occasion where citizens are
bestowed the right to bring
about not only
governmental change but
socio-economic changes
including environmental
changes. The rights of the
citizen are paramount. The
representatives must see to
it that these rights of citizens
(those who voted and those
who did not vote) must not
be forfeited, trampled or sold
to the highest bidder.

A state or nation cannot
progress without vision and
policies, and policymaking
is a technical task that
demands sharp faculty and
deeper understanding of
issues at stake. In a
democracy, policy making is
also a participatory effort,
where all people or
stakeholders have a say and
where cost-benefit analysis
is done in line with the short
term or long term goals. How
many policies has our state
legislated on or shelved?
That's a bigger question.
When | browse the net, to
look for state government
policy on education, sports
etc., all | see are draft
versions. It begs the
question, 'l's our future a
draft? Why is it so hard to
have a proper policy? Public
representatives are in
government, first of all to
frame policies and debate on
them. Similarly, the duty of
the opposition is to
qguestion, analyse and
debate  the policies
threadbare. But most of the
time what we read or see on
TV are only pedestrianised
debates. If we look at the
government assembly
archives during the time of
JIM Nichols Roy we will see
the language and the
diplomacy with which
debates happen. They are
certainly of the highest
standards compared to the
present day. How do these
past leaders of muster such
intelligent oratory? That's
because at the core of their
debate lies the sincerity,
dedication towards
governance and society.
Even the debate/exchange of
letters (this was in the year
1939) between
Nongthymmai Durbar and
the British government on
the issue regarding the

hygiene and sanitation of
Nongthymmai, will make
the present assembly
discourse look childish.

Need of the Generation,
not theHour:

We might wish for
leaders of great
personality, integrity and
dedication, but in the
present socio-political
structure and organisation,
it is difficult to see this
fructifying, until we
overhaul the system,
starting with the selection
of candidates (bottom-up
approach process). We will
at least see some positive
change. Whatever the
situation, the present and
the future demands that
our representatives be
practical and proactive. In
the light of climate change
and its overall non-
discriminative impact on
life (ecosystem,
agriculture, diseases,
water, air, rainfall,
temperature etc), we are in
dire-straits, and we have to
act now because by 2050
we are altogether in a
different life threatening
Situation and time is not on
our side. Will politics be
our saviour? It has and it
hasn't. But most of the time
politics takes the first seat,

not the people nor
development nor
environment. Aristotle

associates politics with
'practical science' a social
service. What we have
here and everywhere is
politicsisfirst and foremost
a'political service, aservice
to achieve power by any
means or mechanism, The
only antidote towards this
politics that puts people in
the backyard is the
Constitution and the
Judiciary or again,
paradoxically, the Elections.
To conclude on an
elementary note,
Development (loaded term)
isaright of the people not a
prerogative of a
representative.
Development is a societal
need not a want, a
representative is
constitutionally bound to
provide basic
infrastructural necessities
and amenities for the
people. Development is not
a gift of or from a public
representative; it is an
instrument of the State to
sustain itself and its citizens
for the long run and for
sustainable development.
The role of representatives
is to see the fruits of
development reach all
sections of the people.
Development is also about
creating a socia, economic,
and political environment
where people can thrive
vibrantly. Ergo democracy
runs hand in hand with
development which is
people centred. Alas,
Democracy is & so the socia
capital for the third
industrial revolution. How
far ahead have our leaders
thought about this!

(The writer is Assistant
Professor  Dept. of
Geography, St Mary's
College, Shillong)

TOTHE EDITOR

Will the Sports
Minister
respond?

Editor,

| wish to draw the personal
attention of our Sports
Minister, Banteidor Lyngdoh,
with a request to make public
the statement relating to
development of Sports
infrastructure in Tura as
preparation for upcoming
National games in the State.
It may be stated that the Tura
Sports Association, the
premier Sports body of Tura
has submitted one
representation on April 30,
2018, to the Sports Minister,
listing a number of pending
projects to be taken up on
priority basis. Sadly, there has
been no response from the
Hon'ble Minister till date.
There was reported news of
his visit to Tura in the first
week of July, 2018 and severd
times thereafter, but he has not
taken any interest to make
spot visits to the proposed
sites nor to discuss the matter
with the members of the

Sports Association.

The apathy of the Sports
Department towards
development of sports in
Tura is well known. It is
evident from the fact that
not a single stadium has
been constructed by the
Sports department in the last
forty years. The
construction of Sports
Complex at Alotgre in the
late sixties has been totally
abandoned and no
Government has ever
dreamt of its restoration or
completion. The PA Sangma
Stadium, the only mini-
stadium at Dakopgre is the
only saving grace for sports
lovers of Tura town. This
was constructed at the
initiative of the eminent
leader (Late) PA Sangma, in
his individual capacity from
the MPLAD scheme. Had it
not been for his foresight
Tura would have been the
only place in the entire
North-East sans a football
stadium till date.
Unfortunately, even this
small stadium is mainly
used for all sorts of public
events throughout the year

rather than games and
sporting activities. The
former Sports Minister,
while visiting the stadium in
2016, had assured that a
substantial amount had
been earmarked for
upgradation of  this
stadium, of which Rs 3 crore
only had been sanctioned.
We want this case to be
expedited with placement of
artificial turf.

The insensitive and
unilateral decision of the
State Government to take
over the Youth Hostel at
Alotgre Sports Complex in
Tura to accommodate the
militant surrenderees for six
years without consultation
with stakeholderslike T.S.A.
and local residents, had
caused a major setback in
promotion of games and
sports in Tura. By the time
the occupants vacated the
hostel in 2012, the building
was left in a dilapidated
condition and no one has
taken responsibility for its
renovation.

During the budget
session of 2017, the
Government had

announced financial
clearance of Rs 40 crores
from Central Pool of
Resources (Non lapsable
fund) for construction of
anew stadium at Tura and
another Rs 40 crores for
Ampati Stadium. This was
stated by none other than
the former Sports Minister
Zenith M. Sangma and
reiterated by then Chief
Minister Dr. Mukul M.
Sangma in the House. It is
learnt that construction
work at Ampati is nearing
completion whereas the Rs
40 crores for Tura Stadium
is lying unutilized even
now. The question is. what
is the reason for keeping
the amount for two years
in cold storage? When
and how is the money
going to be utilized? The
sports loving public of
Turawant a clear cut reply
from the Sports Minister to
allay any suspicion of
misutilization of funds by
diverting to some other
project. In this present
scenario, the personal
opinion of Dr. Mukul
Sangma would have been

of much help since it was
during his regime that the
said amount of Rs 40 crore
was allotted for Tura
Stadium and the
surrenderees got dumped
in the Youth Hostel as well
in 2005-06.

Under the above
circumstances, the present
Sports Minister is
requested to enlighten us
about the mysterious
disappearance of Rs 40
crore meant for
construction of a new
stadium at Tura, in the
interest of sports lovers of
Tura town. Lastly, the two
local representatives (VIPs)
are also requested to look
into the matter by pursuing
this important case with the
Sports Minister without
delay.

Yours €tc.,
Rozario M. Sangma
Tura

M PPS School

and trafficjam

Editor,
The stretch  from
Mawroh junction to MPRO

quarters is always caught
in a traffic snarl during
school hours and this
causes immense difficulty
to the commuters along
this route especially the
residents of Mawroh and
beyond. The problem
arises because of
haphazard parking and
insensitivity of the drivers
parking their vehicles to
drop or pick up their wards.
The road width is not a
problem but the problem is
with the irresponsible
parking. Moreover, the
Police school bus is also
parked right at the school
gate and the time taken for
dropping and picking up
the students is an added
problem. This is not to
criticise the school but only
to request the authorities to
regulate traffic and ease the
ongoing problem.
Necessary instructions
should be given to parents
and quardians to properly
park their cars to avoid this
current situation.
Yours etc,
RN Rymbai,
Shillong - 8

Round thesates

By Insaf

Bihar tragedy unmasks
cruel Govt

Bihar government must
hang its head in shame. The
shocking tragedy of deaths
of over 100 children from
poor families in Muzaffarpur
due to Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES) has
exposed the criminal apathy
of the Nitish government for
human lives and worse, kids
in the age group of 1-10
years. Distraught parents
and relatives of the children
being treated in the ill-
equipped Sri Krishna
Medical College and
Hospital (SKMCH) rightly
expressed their anger when
Nitish and his deputy Sushil
Modi finally chose to pay a
visit on Tuesday last-- two
weeks after the AES
outbreak. Predictably, the
administration tried to dodge
the issue and not accept its
miserable  failure in
containing the encephalitis
epidemic that Muzaffarpur
faces every year. Heat wave
or Hypoglycemia, when
blood sugar levels drop, were
to blame is how it tried to
wriggle out of its
responsibility. This
notwithstanding that Nitish
has been quoted saying
"Every year before the onset
of monsoon, this disease
(AES) wreaks havoc. It is a
matter of concern that every
year children die because of
it." The big question then is
what steps have been taken
to address this concern?
Nothing, for the recent
deaths show it has failed
miserably to follow basic
guidelines on AES - raise
awareness, tackle
malnutrition and upgrade its
primary health centres. So
when the tragedy hits
national headlines, which it
has, the administration has
the usua knee-jerk reaction-
- of sending medical supplies
and doctors. Not to forget
the ex-gratia payment which
is offered to families of the
deceased children - this time
aroyal sum of Rs4 |akh each.
Can this dispel the fact that
life is cheap in Bihar?

Gujarat Bypoll Row

Gujarat is gearing for
another exciting by-election
to the Rajya Sabha. With
every single seat critical for
its relevance, the Gujarat
Congress has knocked on

Supreme Court's door
challenging Election
Commission's related

notification. With two of the
Six vacancies to be filled in
Upper House from Gujarat,
following Amit Shah and
Smriti Irani moving to Lok
Sabha, the Congress has
questioned the poll
notification. While EC says
there will be a separate poll
for each vacancy as per the
RPA, the Congress demands
it be held together. Why? If
held together (as was done
in 2017) it will win one seat
and the BJP the other in
accordance with
proportional representation
in the 182-member Assembly
(BJP has 100 MLAs and
Congress plus others 75).
But if held separately, which
the Commission says is
‘consistent practice’ both will
go to the BJP. The Congress
smells a rat and accuses the
EC of 'adopting new method
of conducting elections
under government pressure.'
The apex court has asked EC
to respond and matter is
listed next week. Who is
playing mischief will soon be
known.

Water CrisisIn TN

The water crisis in Tamil
Nadu has caught the
AIADMK government on
the wrong foot. While Chief
Minister K Palaniswami may
claim the issue wasn't as big
as was being made out by the
media, and rival DMK, the
Madras High Court is not
convinced. On Tuesday last,
it pulled up the
administration for not taking
adequate steps to handle the
crisis in capital Chennai,
despite two failed
monsoons. Hearing aPIL, the
court impleaded suo moto
Secretary, PWD to submit a
detailed report on ‘'number of
reservoirs in the State, steps
taken for de-silting, amount
sanctioned and status of

those works,'
notwithstanding the
government reeling out

actions taken so far to
handle the crisis, including

removal of encroachments
on water bodies. It is
putting up a brave front
despite the fact that
drinking water shortage has
led to 100-odd hostels
around Chennai stopping
operations, IT firms asking
employees to work from
home and people rationing
water! Undoubtedly, that
confidence doesn't hold
water with the people or the
experts!

Andhra Cross Over

Post-election season of
moving on to greener
pastures has engulfed
Andhra Pradesh's TDP
now. On Thursday last, four
of its members in the Rajya
Sabha resigned and
switched loyalties to the
obvious choice- the BJP.
The move has triggered a

crisis alright for
Chandrababu Naidu and
worse the timing is

unfortunate as the party
chief is holidaying with his
family in Europe. With four
of the six MPs breaking
away, it means the split
would be recognised in
Parliament given that it
meets the legal requirement
of anti-defection law, which
mandates support of at
least two-third members. So
not only did they hand over
their resignation to RS
Chairman but passed a
resolution to merge TDP's
legislature party with BJP!
A hard hit for Naidu, but he's
putting up a brave front. 'It's
nothing to be nervous
about,' is his message to
party leaders/cadres as 'a
crisisisnot new to the party.’
Forget the others, is he
convinced?

WB Misery Over

West Bengal can heave
a sigh of relief. The junior
doctors called off their
week-long  strike on
Monday last following an
unexpected fruitful meeting
with Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. Didi did
eventually relent and
promised measures to
ensure doctors' safety:
such incidents (assault on
doctors by patient's family
at NRS hospital, which
triggered the strike) won't
happen in future; state-wide
emergency number and
email id to report an assault
to be started; action against
police if they fail to act with
regard to their security; to
deploy additional 125 police
personnel inside NRS
hospital to boost security
and set up grievance
redressal cell in government
hospitals. She aso told the
doctors that five persons
involved in NRS incident
had been arrested. All's well
that ends well, may be a
relief, but the nagging
question is why did it take
Mamata a whole week to sit
on the negotiating table?
She could have spared
thousands, if not lakhs, of
patients across the country
of their misery. If only she
remembered the adage 'a
stitch in time saves nine'.

Karnataka Cong
Awakening
Mahatma Gandhi's

quote "It is the quality of
our work which will please
God and not the quantity,”
has finally takers in the
Congress. At least in
Karnataka. On Wednesday
last, the AICC decided to
dissolve its Karnataka PCC
by retaining only its
President and Working
President, appointed last
July. This should have been
done before the Lok Sabha
polls as suggested, but
didn't. The party, which was
in power in the State from
2013-18 and is now aruling
coalition partner, won only
a solitary seat this general
election and is marred by
nagging uncertainty of
retaining its hold.
Obviously, its jumbo PCC
with 452 members, 21 Vice-
Presidents, 65 General
Secretaries and 170
Secretaries since at least two
years did precious little and
was inactive. The thrust on
quantity rather than quality
has done the damage like
the adage too many cooks
spoil the broth. The new
avatar it is said will take
shape in a month's time. In
the given circumstances of
uncertainty looming large
over the JD(S)-Congress
government's  survival,
hope it's not too late. ---
INFA




THE SHILLONG TIMES, SHILLONG, SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 2019

(51K

Basketball takes root in India

The American popular game comes to India with NBA starting academy in country

By lIsaac Jahns, Sabyasachi
Wiukherjee & Fithan Burks

ke millions of Amencan
chalclren, 1 1=vear-ild Arsh
Sangh of Ltar Pracdieh el
m love with basketball
trom bis hirst dobhle
Wy elder baodher 158 i, e samd
| v To palay the ganme ol binne, ancd
aller plavang 0 1 qust loved the game
and | decxbed 1o gel kg an acad-
ey
Hasketball 15 gradually taking root
armdng Youmg peepde m Incdea, a coun-
try Kmown morne Tor crckel rmuns than
free throws, And the NEA m the
Chaited Stakes 14 taking advantage of
thas bneclchima nterest 1o grow the game
mdernatonal s
Arsh hones s basketball skalls ac
Famagyva Sporis Academy m MNowla,
i cily em the oulskirts of Mew Dl
Famagyva s one ol thres Indsan schisals
hosang the MHA & Basketball School
mlrghive, which encourages kids ages
Gl 6 1o 18 1o learn the game
In Bday 2001, the MEA Tvanched the
MHA Academy Indha, an elile basket-
ball trammng centre al Javpes Creens
Integrated Sporis Complex i Lelhn
Matwmal Capital Regeon (MUK The
first MEA Hazkethall School was
lumehed i Mumben as pat of a
mulbyesr agreement with Incha On
Frack (LT, ane of Didia s leading
sporls mamagement, markeims  and
devekpment compsmes
The BMHA earher launched MBA
Haskethall School, o network of -
ihen=based  baskelball  develoapment
programs around the warld open 1o
rvleraational male and Female players
g G=18
RHEA i India has been st up Lo
maEny  prpises. Cne 15 ahoiosly 1o
promoke ihe game and the Amencan
leagise, whnch i very popitlar acrass
Lhe world, .. =and Abbomanye Bhalla,
cpertimil manager of the NEA Bas-
ketball Schoel al Kamagya
Ancther 15 to tran podential foture
plavers for LIS leuans
Forbes estimates the average NHBA
framchigze 1% worth 319 balliom and ex-
perts say MBEA's growing global influ-
erice proamsaes o mensse U value of
[rmchases even more
Thee MEA his successfully planted
seeds 1 several countrees. China g
bowe For hasketball has been wiell=goc-
umenied thanks o MNEA teams laking
Chaese pressason fours and Menm
Heat star [Davame Wade signmg a
showe desal wath Chaese comglomerale
L=Mmg. European-bom plavers hke
Enstaps Porzmgis amd the mecenily=
retmred Lhrk Mowntzkr have thrvid
Indea, the warld s second mast piop-
ulaled conmiry wath more than 1.3 Wl
hon peapde, 15 the newest basketball
frombie
First gemerabion Amencan Kil Kar, a
recent Umversaty of Mussoun gracdouase
and rabid baskethall fan, sovs he con-
stclers basketball a global sport that
nly Becommg more s | ihmk Indaa
15 8 huge untapped market,  he samd,
and 1l 5 only @ matter of time belore
we s maore ehan plavers
Top Indiam=borm MBA plyvers have
masbe bustory me the past few visars,
sparking  mteresl among clokiren n

—
G"‘-.T"l-'- Bask = al
T, Ausraltes

Rt i1 110
S

{Clockwise from fop) NBA Academy games in India; plavers ar the acodemy; first generarion American Rit Kar, a recent Universiny of
Missanri graduate and rabid basketball fon, savs he considers baskethall a global sport that s only becoming move so

their hemie coumtry:

Sim Bhullar kecoms the first Indian
hasketball player to ploy in the NEA
when he debuted for the Socramentn

Kings in 2005, The followmg offsen-
sam. Satnom Singh became the first
[rehipm-bom player (o be dralted by an
MBA team when the Mavencks took

ham m the second round
Children ot Bamagva acodemy ook
b plovers like these for mspoteon

Besades

EEmires

like Hamogyn,

which accepts any chaldren mberested
in lesrung the sport, the NBA alse
runs @ cender m Mew Thelbn for Indin s
kst young plovers, which its websile

says  builds on dhe MBA 2 existing
baskethall and yowh development
initintives in India

That centre's 23-player roster, Alled
cndirely by plavers betwesn 14 and |8
vears old, regularly plavs [ndian cel-
leze teams. And il 8 won more games
than it = lost

Amid such suecess, the Indian pipe-
line b the WEA is bearing fruit. Sat-
nam Ringh, whese success precedes
the academy, ks a rele moedel to these
children.

MEA schoels are curmrently in 7-8
stptes in our country,  Bhalla said.

Crur visien is e give them a platfonn
in order 1o get the raw tolent out of
the [indion youth. Players like Sotmm
Singh {arz) already establishing them
in the intermational field and we are
hoping to get more tnlent like him in
he coming future,

Az the sport takes hold in India, the
culture surroumding it s spresding,
i — promising milliens in profis
for American companies. The Nike
anhsidiary Jordan, for example, roo-
tmely charges hundreds of dollars for
a pair of snenkers, raking in just under
33 hillion per vear

And India provides a huge new cus-
tomer hise

Basketball s global future

Mussoun grod Foar was bom i In-
din amed moved to Hershey, Penn., as
a ghild, becoming o dichard supporier
of the Philodelphin T6ers. Afler or-
chestrating ome ol the most dromatic
muli-year tomorouneds i leoguee his-
torv, Kor s Thers ore at the foretron
of the maderm NH

Cm o recent dov, he sal on his couch
walching Game 3 of the first-round
HEA plovotl matchup betwesn the
Toers nnd Brooklm Meds, He was
amped up watching fromehise comer-
stomes Joel Embad, Hen Smmans,
and Jimmy Buotler.  [Joel] Embaxd =
aunwom, he saed os he wolched the
gamie. He does everviling for us, Af-
ter boow hand we were, 1t s nice {0 hove
a rasher Iike this

The emotions of o sports fan vory
wildly between pames amd senson, bul
Kar s fellew Phaladelphn fons can be
ruihless

Philly lams ore Philly tons, Eaor
smid.  When they [the Thers] sctanlly
won @ few games, you know, there
wigre serious cheers, bt they d shll
ba (he ather team

Foar admits that cocket 15 shll kmg
in [oddin, amed said there 5 good neason
o belweve 1t nlwoys wall be

Bt Eor wouldn © e :-;ur|'-n-u.::.l )
tum on the TV one doy ond see more
plovers from his home country on the
courn - along with plavers [rom neqr-
Iv every port of the world. He suid the
Toers siorled the season with a 1N
lmeup  meluding o guy fom Aos-
tralin. snother from Camerson and o
third from Croatin

Yo have all these ditferent play-
ers from difierent parts of the world,
in dillerent stages of their coreers, he
smid,  They play the gome m ditler-
ent ways, bul they come ngether as o
e lor the greater good

{TRNSTHF]

We need dark nights to fight health disorders

By Dir Agnivesh
ii iy

hie Earth, ws exislence
froam i mmmeemarial
has been nllowmyg the

eyicle ol day amel mght wath a
predictable Jdahair pattern of
highit and Gk, But o thes hew
era of Fast fife whene we are
Noodded with artilical lights,
can we say the same about
o g st Do s a limaged
resoree anc, 1o make full nse
ol it [he maghd hies ba2en allumi-
nated ard Kepl occupaed [hese
s, Even when we sleep,
sireel lamps and secunty lghts
perce ihe darkness arouned 1=

Chir effiorts 1o gain freedom
Fromm the natural constranils of
by and mghl may have comse
al a pnce. With the transfior-
miaticn of mghts nie dayvs b
the advent of artificial hghting
we are certamly kKsamg o1l on
bl darkeess amd s benh
umknowingly, In lect, we are
creating a confliet  between
whal we wanl tn do and what
aur miernal Dmekeeper, the
balogical clock, prepanss us
Fior. Thiis 15 @ serious S5 piss
mg crucial sbverse st on
health, pvche and even affect
aher ammals as well creabimg
enviranmental and ecologreal
pritelems

Ihe mughits of conrse ane nal

s dark now as they nsed o be,
o foct that needs 1o be admitied
with guilt. The incredible view
ol o cleor might sky with the
maon and stors shinmg brightly
15 un alien story for the Kids of
this generation. The sky 15 jusl
M wisable with the neen-LED
hight= cverpewenng the mghls
und bluwding the eyes of those
whe ry to coich a ghmpse of
the mighiscope. However, the
loss of dorkness 15 no longer
considerad o matter of senb-
meninl or aesthetic loss
Eesearches on the subject of
artificial light at night in ihe
last decade esioblish serous
henlth consequences, 1t causes
sleep deprivation. Sleep disor-
ders are psseciated with moany
major dizeases. The ahsence
ol true conbmpeus dorkness
might te aflecting our qualily
ol sleep, Constont bright Tight
that has long been used @s o
means of torture clenrly dis-
ruptz pencetul sleep since the
message given ie the brmn 1=
b woke wp, leaving the person
dromed of emerpy ench doy
withow adequate sleep
Ardher mapor after-ellzct 1=
the mierlerence wiih our cinca-
diam rhvythm cansing am ombal-
unce. Cireadinn rhythm 15 the
miermil 24-hour clock that co-
oriinstes hological processes
m our body by remmnimg

fumed to notural eyveles of light
and derk. Toyimg with thas wall
creqte serions thrent o our
well-bemg

Being oo much exposed 1o
arificial lighting hampers pro-
duction of the hormone meln-
toin, the lack of which = sad
fax bez ome of the repsons lendimg
b concer. Melatonin secreted
by b pluys o very importand
rale m the sleep cvele as well
oz mood of o person, The n-
creasing risk o other diseases
chae to this proetlem 15 also be-
mg mveshgaled by research-
T

We nesd bath Light ond dork-
ness with equal imperiance on
Enrth. A majer section of spe-
cies on eqarth ore nectumal
they depend on darkness for
their survival. Steabhing ooy
their hobatat would mean them
venturing oot e our spaces
and bemg destructive during
doviimse, Hals ore unoble 1o
bumd for prev due o eoxcessive
hght at might, Moths ond other
msexts that pet attracted to the
hights at might die the ynnatural
wiy. Thes results in destravimg
the ecolegical balonce by sinp-
ping the food chain of 1= pro-
e, SAoimals will be pushed
wwards extmction 1 the 1l-
Tummated mights continee for
'I-::-1|g

It hes been argued  ths

keeping the siresis bnght and
lighted at night in the changed
timies will ensure social safery
But does more and more hight
ke us safer? Have the crimes
reduced due o excessive lipht-
me? This 15 o complex =50
While some amound of lpht 1=
goeed, extreme amount of light-
mg cam be disnstrows o all lives
dependimg  on the  =situabions
omel places. With the brightly
lighted maghts, the vehicles oul
o regds are plso muoch higher
cantnbutimg to reased cor-
bon  emissions and  themeby
worsening the global woarmmg
issue For the warld

The countries ond orgamso-
toms  worldwade are  slowly
pwakemng mite the wen of
soving the dorkness of nights
France has recently possed an
ordmeamee o put ol all hghts
by 1 am

The WHO hns descrbed the
might shaft s bemg probobly
o carcmogen o humon com-
munity, The messige o be
tuken frem all this s thot of
maminming the balonce be-
Paveen keepang up with require-
meentz of medern fimes vet nol
destroying the noturnl aspects
of aur environment essential
for the survival of hife

The girhar i a |r.'|.'|'J|I|:-.I'|-
I|.'|I:l\.l'||.;|| Y |.lr||l-*: ||J|.II'|'.I'|_'.I'_|
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A reminder of

The reminder
of one's morinl-
ity bins alwiys
bieen the fan-
damental forcs
behind the
humsn search
for something
beyond. [F they never know that
they wouald die, nobody would seek
apirifuality. Wy dhere ane savings
and misunderstandings that vou
mu= seek spinibanlity only after the
aze of 65 is hecanss then, the hody
will remind you stromgly. Wihen
v are young, you think you are
imimorial, But slowly, as you ge
older, it defimitely reminds you
that vou are mortal . For some, the
rerninder comes early, for some,
Later depending oo vear health

Thizis why it is said that Shiva
constantly spent fime in crema-
tion grounds. Almost every yogi at
some lime spent fime in cremation
grounds. Cremation grounds were
kield as very sacred becanse that is
what reminds you of your morial-
ity im a stromg way. When some-
by dics, the mortal natune of
viourr existence hits you somewhere
im your body; it is more than just
an emoticnal reaction. Even if it is
somehody that you do ped know,
when vou see a human Form [ving
dead, it hits you, isn' i 10 yoo are
a little more sensitive, any dead
form bits you in the bedy, not in
the meind. Mentally and modional-
Iy there may also be reactions, bud
thee mest imporiant thing is that the
by imbibies life in its onn way
The hody has a memory of its own,
which fumctions in its owm way,
Right now, the memory hat vour
by carries 18 muling you Ear more
than the memeries of your mind. It
is the body's memory which is far
more significant ilsan e mertal
MEmory.

Yigis always chose te live in the
mountains because there, the body
i suddenly, strongly reminded of
ils mortality  not & mental or in-
pellechanl reminder  bat g physical
repninder. The spece botween lilke
and death is so flimsy, That space
o that ling is marreowed in the
mountains. Living in the moun-
tains constanily reminds vou of the

your mortality

tramsibory nature of your existence
[F vou realize: fhe mortality of
who vou are, 1f vou ore constanily
awane that you will die, il your
physical boady 15 awnre that it 1s
not permanent. thot it 1= going io
e sucked imto this enrth one day,
and 1t gould bBe todery mow vouar
spiribanl szarch 15 UFWAYVETTIE
That 15 why vogis chese the maan-
taanz, They wanted b be constantly
reminded of thear mortality 5o
that their spimianl search l;.||'|{!'\-\. miol
waver af all

[t 15 very imporinnd that voa ane
constunily remindied of what the
nature of your hody 15 H|gh| BV,
vou are o mound of earth prnging
arvamd. This body around which
yvour whole lile revolves 15 just o
Il bat of earth. When the earth
decides toomack you m, vou just
hecome o small moand

Yogis wanbed that constnni phys-
ical remincer thal voa ane jusi earih
and nodhing else; they wanted o be
in bech wath earth. For this reasom
they alwires chose do he with the
enrth, How 1o sy :i,.|rn'||||||,ln,::;lh:.'
enrth? You could dig & hole and sif
1w owell, haat that 15 nod |'-r.a;||g:a|
B0 they went io the mountmns and
chose the notarnl holes that were
there, where the physical body 15
comsinntly reminded that the earth
15 trying b suck you hock, Mother
Earth 15 trymng b get ber loan back
as quick as pessible, Your fight for
survival 15 the stnagale npainst thag

In the nshram [ olwavs el
|'-|:.-||'-'I|.' niy makler whnt work voun
are domg, every day vou mus|
stick your fingers into the carih ot
least tor an hour, Do something
with the garden: somewhere vour
hamids should pet maddy. Ths will
build p natarnl physical memory, o
hadaly memory m yvea that vea e
mecrinl; voar hn;l:u.' will know thak i
15 ik permanent, That realization
in the body s extremely importani
tor one g keep his foons on his
spimbanl parsurl. The more wrgend
the realisntion becomes, the stron-
ger the spinfual sense becomes

|."|.|.'||'|I|“_:|||' T F 1 R RVELC,

st ary and hestzeiiing auihor
He was confivred e P
Frohushay in M7 Joe

[ '.'c'u'll?.'|.'i1.'|..' .'Jl.'.;.'

LRI BT 'il'.'l_ I SEFINCE

(SEVEM)

Pavitra movement is on

Project
talks about
menstrual

hygiene

ensimunl  health

is 4 subject that

muany of ws do ot

falk about. It is
atill o subject that is exclugive
io woomen and men are not part
of the conversion, However, a
new project under At of Liv-
ing { Aol ) called Pavitra is try-
ing o make women, a8 well az
il society, aware of the health
and hygiene problems during
menstruation

Snmita Chakravarty, a mem-
ber of the Aol facully, =says
menstrual  health  awareness
is e gt the mark in India,
capecially in the mmal peckets
wherz itis  still a hush bush

[ Meghaloya too the awars-
ness on menstrual health and
hygiens is vl very much, she
EAVE.

When we talk about men-
sirual health, sevem] factors
come b fore. They are food
hahit, hygiene, exercise (yopa),
awareness on diseases  and
breaking mivths and taboos,
says Chakravary. Pavitra, &
project under the Aol s secial
department, covers all these
COMPONEnis i il awarcness
Programines

Pavitrn means pure. So
menstrugtion = nol something
dirty but pure. Pavitra, which
was launched last vear, is o
mvement ew ared is reaching
ihe mural as well ps the urban
argas. When we reach oul o
voung girls and woemen, we
realize dhat =0 much ignorance
is there regarding i, she says.

In bdeghalaya, the volunteers
are largeting both moral and ur-
ban schools and hove already
reached out 1o over 800 girls
belonging to the age grouap of
nms to 17, The progrmmme s
tnrgeting around a  thowsamd
stnkeholders. Chakravarty says

the respense everywhers was

overwhelming. In fact, Pavitra
gim= to reach out to all schools
and collsges in the whele of
Meghalaya,
Ehe mesists that every woman
should be part of
ihe programme

Star - Gazing

as  1gnOTance
akbou Ter-
stroation  will

By Pt Ajni Bhambi

Sunday, JUNE 23, 2019

lead i infec-
tion and other

Meoan seadile Lianis on your sstar refunn oferd promissing very b
lises pericd afwed. This i going do be & producie lime pariad lor pow
Wil T usines veniunes will see ight of the diy snd bécome openafional

‘Wour pariness will fully suppord pow

You wil hews the oonlidencs Lo

actaiplich something big el you rave Fought lor g You may enler
it venlureeolisbanion wih some leshnical pardnens. Youwilbe making

b by resas pclits. Thaoae injobe will mbs perkomm eeceedingly wel and
et A g of promaolion. Salary pay package mi|besxos el You fhey
think ol buying soime businéssissidential property. Friends mill provide

and uiddance brom e Lo e
Aries: {March 21 - April 20)

This wesek: biings forth & powe l and enesgelic spproach
o pesschys pediessionsl prjectein hand A you Il you

5

will firedl l i brings in bk in anolher aspec o your ITe.
Senstes ol wooul rrery b o fresie somse crilical decions dus
o siuslions in your [T Thal foroe pos o make choices
berhveen conesr and family goals. The challenge & Lo find

& healthy balance 8o improwe home Be, shile al the same

fime lending fo your camer reeds. Meditaion s nesded
for gaining decper insight info persomal relrlions and
comple SRUonE

Taurus: {April 21 - May 21}

You am lkedy In spend Sme in diferent places and wosk
closnly innew associnions as you comibing: luck and good

¥

maragement. This fends +o change your outlook in e,
perheps stimulied by ravel or conlact with people <f
cerenl nulluml hackgrounds. You ane mom delermined

iz achiews youwr puml_ph,;rn:l morm shalegic 'n1|'_l
llmn':,r:ug:-i:m.rl:l:lrgm- Ftru:llrrmﬁll:l'lrp n
your domesin siuslion and casser orentiinn ane ok

Gemini: (May 22 - June 21]

You feel enemgetic, and miling in miplore new deas As
o aceegd the ndicduality of penple anound; This would
Felpin msohve cond s and dtlerences. Youfeel the nped

il

time with peopke pou case about and in adihalies that am . i
miveraing & bght and plryhl aliude takes you i high There is no
Places and 1 mporianl pecpla. Dont allew il fears bo gat o
you Dl conbeont | mporan Bsuee and people 1hal are baly o

A Fap(y BT a2 Ewaia you

chenge.
LLibra; (Sepiamber &) - Ociobar 23]
Trusl your Baafings and inluifion aboul people and siuaions
mihe [8king decsions Wiod and pleasire can be mmbined
You connéd milh wellinown personallies and arfisls You
could find relrlinnships with offers conhsing and hard fo
deline. Alhough you may erjoy an increase in your inuihe
capabiliies, youg can asn be foo open b infduence 5o S

health hazards.

shame  aboul
talking. Come
ot and be &
part of Paviira,
This oycle is
what makes &
worman  mah-
¢r. This is the

" Pavitra means

| pure. Menstruation
I not something

5 a movement
now and is

as well as the
urban areas

launched last year,

reaching the rural

Samita Chakravarty,
Aol faculty member

best thing that can appei o a
woman, sl asseris.

[l upitiative s scientific and
explains healilh and hygbene
seeenbifically. However, unan-
gweted questions still remain
[n many parts of the coun-
try, imenstriating women ane
bareed from entering teinples
as they are considened uinhals
or dirty. There 15, hewever, no
explamation as to ow a natural
process like maenthly blesding
can be considered darty |

But Chakravary savs there
arg some raditsenal practices
which are logical but wese
Later misconstrued.  Menstru-
ating wormen were wsually not
allowed fo eiter the kitelen be-
canse she neaded rest and nuay
have cramps ad Feel low. Bo
bard work was recommended
during period. However, aver
the vears it was distorted and
became a taboo, she mes.

lalking about the myths in
bleghalaya, Chakravarty, who
is & master trainer in this proj-
ecd, says she has never come
acaass any taboo ameng people
in the state but there s a need
for avwanenass an by gieng and
imcains of relief from the pain.

Pavitra can help to o karge
exteinl in edwcating in a mose
pracucal and scientifie wa"
ahe asaeris,

Uisder the programme, loei-
agers amd voung women age
teld about the reproductive
gyatemn, Food habits, hygbene
during that peried of the month,
study of the How and yoga that
can help thenn during cramps

Pavitra also intewds 1o en-
cournge production and mar-
keting of sanitary napking af
a cheaper rate. [t is open o
|.|I.l.||IlJ|.|Ii.' e stakiehobders for
a wiler awareiess platfonn

In fact, men can belp in the
expangion of the programme
by emcounraging their wives,
sisters and daughters to par-
tcipate. The film, Padman, has
changed e whole perspec-
tive aboul mensiruation, says
Chakravarty, whe has been as-
sociated with Aol For the last
Lk years.

Citing tlse examples of Roma
Joshi and Chandrani Dey, who
were  lrainecs aiwd are now

di but nure. working towards spreading the
_rt'f -FI sz e of health, Chakravart
Pﬂ"ll'ltl'ﬂ, which was gays women from all walks of

lifiz and from all pans of be-
ghalaya are invited & join the
programme =0 that the aware-
mess  spreads  among  mose
people

| am protd o be a woman, a
mather, & wile and strength for
my famly and fmends. And |
wanl every waanan o leel the
smme, Womanbood shoulkd be
celehrated, withowt shame and
fimar, says Uhakravarts

-

fears or del s e impac] your abilty 1o sea wour | clearky
This coukd slen be 8 Hme shan vou 828 mom cealve, vl nol

Az in & ralabia of pepanized manner. Explors, ok o
ackeniure and Epep your eyes ofen for oppoiundicss his

[

Boorpio:{October 24 - Hovember 23
Yiou feed liessh and ne-erengined this wesk Yo may lake up
nem assigniments and & project that would mil lor creatfeiy
ard new ideas. Your inner hopes and desims come tn the fom
mEn a5 ywou ackin yowr job with a realistic and pracioal
murprese of mind. Thess may bagainefrom propary and 1ked
geEats  Yiou am poruing and canng in pareonal relbon
BhipE. WOl ame |M’I}Em avanis Thal
neca ety o phase and st 0w may have Todealwithwillul-
nees and ieeses ol powar and competlion in others and in

ol
Sagittarius: {Hevember 23 - December 21}
This is & specal Sme for somanic miadonships. vour credbil-
iyisimporant at {hstimeand efforis.at sef-promogion mighibe
rriaeche: ooy, H im0 pomee: bac kb powr i nnier cpntee-fo egain
pracal srangth, menkal balance, emodonal hamony anid
Epitiua| swaranaes A comitnabls el of personal popular-

revamped completely

haspiinl mongers

healtheare

:ﬂ' mESC by Bl mﬁﬁm Ry helps o zep corict o & mirimum. Wi Ihcbdy b handle
) et e T L BT
a mom our fife and you
culfvale tng fiendships. Stess may cmp 1D at e 3 I:n'm:m| lrdlﬁﬂ;ﬁ‘nnuqm
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Brvel. a0 woll a1 v v g b ook BUEGREE i adopling & mabetic, peactcal and dscipined ep-
You enoounler pecple who @ wvery constemie and prepach 1o fodie e whichecn mess: aasily B you. Canain elemants
i i Yokx i g 1wt 7 il mwrmmqrrulmrmnmaeatim mumu::
fiorships wih prople based on a dem level of sl I’:_:’*HM o may solidly & romanc redfiorship
apgreciation and understanding for pach other, You ane berie.
in fouch with your more sensite and spiiual quakies "'Fh"h.l.—i_"'".'m"qf . "
You are ah e fo express @ geater level of senstivity and . TFMW“WHWW“PﬂW B
sensiti ey during fhis pericdl Walking and gardening can ftiors. Ifs a good fime fo join rebgows organizations and
be hesapedic pasimes PO, i mawe: o Hee pat of success and baRamend in
Lea: [July 23 - Auguss 23} L lerm of bettar Anancial ety amabonal and mantal sais-
fimtea cument of Foectl energy fo achieve Sucoess in an hat you reed B handle money more canalully or this mey
veriune, Yo ane bold, coumgeos and rank M'M'MHW!'MM.YDUMW:EWEM
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exdremely dishacing and work and ol her linancial o pro- ¥iou e compa s onate and genem s st {amily, inends and
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o finess and heath related progsams towaetis bowe matnes, firances, and social ralalionships. Your
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T

esting people. Y ou nend tn remain i touch with personal
pedations o you siand i iose valsabls eeoSional suppost
You feel on top in domesin srues and spend qualty of

aridwirk andl esior b alen in slore. You faka o new sepor-
i, but anjiry te chalianges. Bawans of ova indulgence
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A0 b & (herape e pastine.

Maww wie have orcimary hospitals,
specialty hosgmtals amd even super
specialty hoegitals depending apon
the kind of services they remder 10
Thee puebds and the number of people
they cater to, om an average. For the
anpidh functioning of & hospatal,
gualified protessionals are requered,
A% g comseguence, several courses
i rmmang programmes have been
develaped fo chum oul professione

Such mdiveduals are by far
excesdingly well-equippe o thce
the growing challenges oncd cater 1o
the spevific requirements of modam
day hespitalz. Hespatal manngement
courses ore et only for the medical
graduates bl are also apen (o non-
medicel and non-seience gruduntes

A Hospiinl sdmimistrator 15 owerall
in charge of admimstrative oflars
of the hospatal. He takes over the
charpe of vanous aspects of health
acmamistratien and hospiial admm-
irakon with respect 1o patients aod

Eligibility criteria

For the underzroduntes there
1= @ three-vear degree course e
Bochelor of Hospatal Adminisira-
ticn {BHA ). For BHA progromme,
the applicants should complete their

12 wath Beology wath S0 per cend
marks oy aggregate. Cine can also
pumsie @ pestpradiale conrse L
slasters m Haospatal Adminstre
tiom ¢ RMHA Y or MEBEA i Hosputal
Sanagement whoch are ol Dwo vears”
duratiaon el are available for both
medical and nen-mehcal stusbanis
Cirliates moany disemplme cam
apply for this course, However, fisw
meslnibes have ther own ehgihin
criteria for selectma candilates

Joh Prospects

Empleymient apporumises m thas
tizld are plenty, Fresh depree holiers
mary start their professional cares as
isEslant hospatal admumsiciors o
= managers of non=haalih depeari-

GUIDE

Hospital
Management

menis like finance, One can find
enploviment in lorge corporabe and
public sectar hospitals, intemptioni]
ond natienal henltheare orgonmsations
and health msurance companiaes,
college and universities, healthcnre

Be part of healthcare business

gapilal mamazement 15 a new
comoepl m the mamagement
glrismm . Liome are e days

when g s docior wiss geners
he ally pespansibde for the role of o
haspial manager, Do feday 5 world
ol specmbization, the term hosplal
hass imelergane sea chamges amd
mamy calegones relabed to medical
sctenees and hosptals have e

prorials, s homes, mental
healih facilities, pharmaceuticals
und hospital suppldy firms, medcal
sollware comipaniees and hospatal
consulting firms. Big hospitals
hkie Fazorts Heart Instnte, Sopselke
Huspatal, Modglchand Hlospatal, Ky
Ciandln Cancer Hosptal @le. appint
bl management grcliates 1os
admimsicvhon. Expenence] amd
sermor gl admamstralionrs can
eveniwally reach the levals of CEOs
m their respective arganesiomes

Pay Package

Alfter successinl coompletion of
trammang, an asparanl can ke absorbed
i punser postions with salares ang-
mg between Ks 13K o Ks 25 (00
A o ganns umderstandma i the
fizld, he / she con comimand higher
salary. The demand for skilled amd
expenenced hospiinl mongers in lor-
eign coumiries 15 relabively lngh, The
salary offered by foreign hospatnls =
ben timies maore thin thot of the =alary
olfered m Todkin

Institutes

w All Indin [nstitute of Medical
Bciences, Mew Dielha

m Birla [nstituie of Technology,
Filami

w Symbiosis Centre of Health Care,
Fune

m Aszam Down Toan University,
Crumvhutl

W ariribesed .l'::| Eamsroy K :l'n.gq:-,
forder and divecior Praganee HR
crid prmer ||.'-.'.l|.'r.;|.l|.,:| ]




THESHILLONGTIMES, SHILLONG MONDAY, JUNE 24, 2019

(SX)

“Words calculated to catch everyone
may catch no one.”
--- Adlai E. Sevenson Jr.

TheShillong Times

Vol No: LXI No.312

SHILLONG, MONDAY, JUNE 24, 2019

Cut-money syndrome
WEST Benga Chief Minister, MamataBanerjeeis
opening new fronts in her fights, and the latest
offengveisagains her own party-men/women. This
past week, she created astir by asking TMC loca
leaders to return the bribe-money they took from
peoplefor availing variouswefare schemes. Thecal
cameinthe context of reportsthat up to 25 per cent
commission wastaken by such leadersfor grant of
free housesto the poor and other similar schemes.
Protestshad eruptedinfront of TMC leaders houses
insevera districtsin coordinated action against the
“cut money” systeminwefareschemes. Itisnot often
that onegetsto hear apolitician sternly asking hisor
her party-men/women or government officials to
return the bribe-money they took or to threaten to
arrest those who failed to return the money. The
generd trendistoduck theissue. Even PrimeMinister
NarendraModi hed, inhisfirg innings, famoudy dow-
pedalled cases of corruption. In five years, for
Instance, his government could not move afinger
against Sonia Gandhi’s son-in-law Robert Vadra,
againgt whomthe PM himsdlf had madeaccusations
vis-a-vis land grab with alleged support of the
erswhileHoodagovernment. Duringthepresent LS
campaign, herevisted thetheme, saying Vadrawould
be arrested; but he did not explain why hetook no

suchactioninhisfirst term.

When dlegationsof corruption areraised against
politiciansand bureaucrats, governmentsso far did
nothing morethaninitiating aninquiry, and not acting
on thefindingsthereof. Public memory isshort and
such matters get forgotten over time. Against this
backdrop, theWest Bengd CM’ sfirm stand—though
bel ated —must be appreciated. Without doubt, she
has her back to the wall these days due to the
electoral defeats her party suffered and the other
Issuesthat came upinthesatethereafter which made
her losedeep. Inmuch of these, allegationsare that
the BJP played a sinister role. At the same time,
despite her frenzied attempts to craft a unity of
opposition leaders to take on PM Modi and grab
power at the Centre, she has her good sides. The
nation would now watch asto how the scenarioin
West Bengd, vis-a-visthe cut money issue pansout.
If sheshowsthegutsand disciplinespoliticians, that
isbound to set atrend for the entire nation and this
will lso help MamataBanerjeereinvent herself from
the bad times she’ sbeen through in recent times.

Them lewmawlong
|sue [t'snow or hever

Whether one calls it
Them Jlewmawlong or
Harijan colony, the issue
has plagued the state for
decades now, but this time
it has escalated and the
issue has even reached the
highest office of the
country. Thanks to the
irresponsible statement
made by the proscribed
militant group based in
Bangladesh, in spite of the
attempt made by the
Government to bring this
issue to a logical
conclusion, the issue came
to the fore again. The
Organisation did not weigh
the pros and cons before
making the statement and
it does did not also
appreciate the initiatives
taken by the Government,
hence the issue has
reached its crescendo now.

The statement made by
the HNLC which
threatened to attack the
residents of the community
has changed the case from
that of dispute for a plot of
land to a human rights
issue. The reason is
because lives of the people
in the area are in danger.
And the Chief Minister of
Punjab has not only sent a
delegation to meet the
Home Minister of the State,
but he had even taken up
the issue with the Prime
Minister of the country. We
have seen delegations of
different Sikh groups
visiting the State and the
issue was also taken up by
the minority commission of
the country, all because of
the threat.

The issue which only
has to do with relocation of
the residents of the colony
who are also staff of the
different departments of the
government has become a
major fight now. Therefore
the issue has not only
escalated because of the
intervention but because of
the unnecessary statement,
has only pushed the matter
from bad to worse.
Thankfully, things have not
gone out of hand; the
Government is still in
control and it has not
become a law and order
situation in the state
capital. )

The Them lewmawlong
issue is not only a long
pending issue but because
previous State
Governments have failed to
solve the prolonged issue
intime it has now become a
complex problem which is
difficult but not impossible
to solve. As is aways the
case, with time, the different

By HH Mohrmen

issues related to this land
have piled up one on top
of the other and become a
mountain of problems that
the current government
will have to deal diligently.

It is true that the
community hed lived in the
Them lewmawlong or
Harijan colony for many
decades now and they
have every right to be
treated respectfully by
both the Government and
other stakeholders, but
land issue is a different
matter altogether. The
reason is  because
ownership of land in the
scheduled area is
restricted by law. Besides,
the employees were
allotted lands  for
temporary residence only.
This point should be
impressed upon the
residents of the area and
Government can always

in mind and treat them with
the respect they deserve.
But it is also true that the
condition of the space they
are currently living is not
conducive to a heathy and
peaceful living. It is
therefore in the interests of
human rights that the
Government has proposed
to relocate the people of the
areato aplace which is more
favourable than the one that
they are living in now.
Moreover, it is for the
brighter future of the
children of the community
that the Government has
offered to relocate them to a
much better place; but more
than mere relocation the
Government should see that
their basic rights are
provided.

From the reports in the
press, we are given to
understand that what the
community wants clarity

Theissuewhich only hasto dowith
relocation of theresidentsof the colony
who arealso staff of thedifferent
departmentsof thegover nment has
becomeamajor fight now.

find alternative
arrangements which are
acceptable to the
community.

It was reported that not
al the residents in the area
were actually working with
any Government agencies,
so the important question
is whether they are entitled
to be accommodated in the
area which is meant for
those working in
Government departments.
The point that needs
clarity is whether the
colony can be treated like
a dorbar shnong where
they have power over land
and administration over
the area. In case it is not a
village administrative unit
recognised by the ADC
because the land is under
the jurisdiction of the
KHADC, then it can only
be treated as a social
welfare organisation of the
peoplewho livein the area.
What had further
complicated the issue was
the fact that certain parts
of the land are being used
for commercia purposes.

It is true that the
community has
contributed to the
development of the state
and the grateful people of
Shillong should bear this

with regard to ownership of
the land that they are
supposed to be relocated to,
so this is one issue that the
Government needs to come
clear with. Of course, the
people who now live in the
area know that the quarters
and space that they were
proposed to be relocated to,
will be much better than the
one they are living in now,
but since some of them have
lived in the current space for
decades, it is very natural
that they would also need
clarity on the ownership of
the new space. This is one
issue that the Government
will have to take due care
and consideration of, if it
really wants to get their

support.
There is no issue which
cannot be solved by

discussing across the table.
The stakeholders therefore
need to sit across the table
and discuss threadbare the
different aspects of this
issue and arrive at an
amicable solution. Thisisa
difficult imbroglio and it is
therefore wrong to expect
that this Government would
be able to come up with an
amicable solution for all
stakeholders in a few
months time. People have to
be patient because it takes

time to arrive at a lasting
solution to a long festering
problem.

After the unfortunate
incident last year, this
Government through the
High Level Committee,
along with the Urban
Affairs Department and the
Shillong Municipal Board
have worked hard to close
this unpleasant chapter in
the State’s history once and
for al. The Chief Minister
has made it public, that the
Government is taking every
genuine  stakeholder’s
demand into consideration
and it is leaving no stone
unturned to come up with a
mutually agreed solution.
The Government has also
promised that it would try
to carry al the stakeholders
along in any decision that
it will take, therefore
stakeholders are also
equally responsible in
solving the problems and
this includes pressure
groups in the State too. For
all those who wish to see
that the issue comes to a
logical conclusion and
hopes that peace prevail in
the State, this is the time to
show solidarity with the
Government and try to be
part of the solution rather
than creating  more
problems.

No stakeholder in this
entanglement would wish
to prolong this issue any
longer. We have lived with
it for far too long, so the
option is to support the
Government and it will
definitely come up with a
solution which will not only
resolve the matter once and
for all and put the issue to
rest, but which will aso be
in the interests of the State
and the country. We are
inching towards arriving at
a solution to the problem,
therefore let us not jump to
conclusions but wait for the
HLC to come up with its
report. We must appreciate
the efforts made by the
HLC under the leadership
of the Deputy Chief
Minister Prestone Tynsong
and lend our support to its
efforts.

The leaders of the
Harijan Colony too should
look at the issue from a
realistic point of view
which is in accordance with
the law of the land.
Hopefully the Government
will be able to come up with
a win-win solution for both
the community and other
stakeholders because this
is the last opportunity for
us to solve this prolonged
issue once and for all. We
have reached a stage where,
it is now or never.

TO THE EDITOR

HowKerala
failed the BJP?

Editor,

I’m somewhat taken aback
to analyse the facts that while
a good number of states in
India, especialy the cow belt
zones, had voted
overwhelming for the BJP but
| never cease to wonder why
even in the Congress ruled
states like Rajasthan the
Congress had drawn a
shocking blank! In other
states like Madhya Pradesh
and Chattisgarh the
Congress had fared no better
as the party has been
virtually and
comprehensively elbowed
out.

However, Kerala exhibited
a diametrically contrasting
picture where the BJP had
tried ever feasible trick up its
sleeve to make inroads into
the state, a hitherto non-BJP
bastion,  through the
Sabarimala temple issue and
by parachuting in the
incumbent Governor of
Mizoram to defeat Shashi
Tharoor but all BJP's essay
to steal a march on Congress
and Communist parties
herein had ended with egg on

its face. Perhaps this
standout failure in question
may be due to the

phenomenal literacy rate of
Kerala where it has achieved
a whopping 93.91 % while
that of entire India is as low
as 74.04% only as per the
available data. With such

remarkable literacy
standards, the same may
perchance reflect the
voters’ mindset that can't
be hoodwinked by the
communal overtones of PM
Modi, who while organizing
the election campaigns to
the Lok Sabhathis year, had
uttered something about
the minority becoming
majority, insinuating at
Rahul Gandhi contesting
from Wayanad
Constituency in Kerala.
Perhaps, even Mr Modi’s
previous references to mind
blowing alusions by raising
the communal question of
land distribution for
kabristan and shamshan
and supply of electricity
during Eid vis-a-vis Holi
while campaigning in the UP
assembly elections in 2017
couldn’t have moved the
voters of Kerala. Based on
the premise thereof, we may
conclude that Kerala's
literacy factor and a
questioning electorate must
have played spoilsport to
Modi’s juggernaut as
elsewhere even eminent
and likely  winning
candidates have to
shockingly bite the dust!
Coincidentally, if we
forget the Balakot
skirmishes for a moment,
that must have, by and large
premised PM Modi’'s
victory in the recent
parliamentary polls vis-a-
vis the voters of Kerala,
highly literate as they are,
they may have keenly

grasped the historic turn of
events pertaining to the
outcome of the
parliamentary elections in
Britain occurring seventy
four years ago when
Churchill as the leader of
Britain had successfully led
his country in the World
War |1 epoch making victory
over the Axis powers in
1945. But as it may sound
odd, inthe sameyear of 1945
on the immediate end of the
said war, Churchill and his
conservative party was
thrashed by the Labour
Party led by C. Attlee. Such
turn of events only goes to
show how the English
voters were so acutely
conscious of the
sacrosanct implications of
adult franchise of
democracy many years ago.
They are not led by mere
emotional hype and breast
thumping of a show-man!
Your etc.,
Jerome K. Diengdoh
Shillong, 2

Much ado
about Yoga

Editor,

The Fifth International
Day of Yoga on Friday last
saw  Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi taking the
lead in observing the day
throughout the country
through his appeal to
people to take yoga to all
sections of society. Modi
said, “Yogais above religion

and caste.” In my opinion,
yoga is not fully outside
of the purview of Hindu
religion. In the ultimate
analysis it can be said that
yoga is part and parcel of
Hinduism, but one can
choose it sans its religious
overtones and practice it.
But practicing the
complete course of yoga
has per- se the ritualistic
obeisance which may be
revolting to the belief
system of other non-
Hindu people.

So, it is not really
advisable that all should
practice yoga as it is not
above religion as is
claimed by the Prime
Minister. For example, ‘om’
is a sacred syllable
typifying the three gods
Brahma, Vishnu and Siva,
who are connected to the
three operations of
integration, maintenance
and disintegration. During
the breathing exercises in
yoga, one has to chant
this “‘om’ which may be
revolting to the spirit of a
non-Hindu person. But
delinking some asanas
from the whole body of
yoga and practicing them
are alright and may not
displease the spirit in a
non-Hindu person. As a
matter of fact, yoga is not
mandatory at all for
maintaining good hedlth if
a person follows a set of
stretches similar to yoga.
There are a number of

other exercises which can be
practiced as easily as yoga.
Projecting and promoting
yoga alone as the panacea
for a number of lifestyle
diseases and stresses of this
modern life is absolutely
unacceptable. While a lot of
exercises similar to yoga are
available and millions are
following them, Prime
Minister’s exhortation to
include yoga in everyone's
life does not hold water. So,
it is not good to preach that
yoga alone is good for
maintaining good health.

Yours etc.,

TK Nandanan,

Kochi -15
Giveequal

I mportanceto
all national
festivals
Editor,
The entire nation and the
world witnessed

enthusiastic participation in
the International Day of
Yoga event. World leaders,
spiritual gurus, diplomats
and yoga experts during
every year's celebration are
overwhelmed by the
response to the call given by
India at the UN five years
ago. India celebrated Yoga
day with active participation
of senior political
representatives, govt
officials and the Hon'ble PM
himself, who took issue to

the United Nations to mark
this event. All Indian
embassies and consulates
across the world too
celebrated Yoga Day under
the flagship initiated by the
government. The entire
nation thus stood still for
few hours in anticipation
and dedication of few
minutes towards Yoga. The
enthusiastic response
witnessed in India
especially amongst the
urban masses signifies the
need and primacy of Yoga
in a modern, stressful and

busy world.

However it is ironica to
note that no such
enthusiasm or

overwhelming response is

demonstrated for other
national festivals. All
national festivals as

declared signify India's
democratic strength in
celebrating either her
Independence Day or
Republic Day. Also we are
in the 150th birth centenary
year of Mahatma Gandhi to
be celebrated in the
upcoming months but the
enthusiasm of people to
celebrate these national
festivals is ironically fast
dwindling. There is now an
urgent need to restore pride
and enthusiasm in
observing other major
events as well, as
demonstrated on
International Yoga Day.
Yours etc.,
Varun Dambal,
Bengaluru -72

Congress must allow Rahul

Gandhi to step down now

Revival needs
accountability, democratic
decision-making

By Harihar Swarup

The Congress has taken a
wise decision by choosing a
person outside the Nehru-
Gandhi dynasty as the leader
of the party in the Lok Sabha.
The Parliamentary core
committee picked five-time
MP Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, as the leader
even though it was widely
believed that the post would
go to Rahul Gandhi. Rahul
was present at the core
committee meeting. Adhir
Ranjan represents
Berhampore constituency of
West Bengal and is known
to be a bitter critic of Mamata
Banerjee. The BJP has
decided not to give the
status of the leader of the
Opposition to the Congress
because the party’s tally of
52 seats fell short of the
requisite number 55.

Rahul  Gandhi  has
resigned as the Congress
President owning
responsibility for the rout of
the party in the recent Lok
Sabha election, and has been
insisting on stepping down.
Will he be allowed to go or
persuaded to continue? A
section of the party feels that
he should continue in the
overall interest of the
Congress. Equally strongly,
the other section feels that
his resignation should give
a chance to someone outside
the dynasty.

Despite the slump in its
fortune, the Congress is the
only centre-piece, even
today, around which
opposition at the national
level can coalesce. Regional
parties will play a role but
only up to apoint. For a start,
the Congress should honour
Rahul’s resignation and
allow him to step down. It
would be a real charade that
the Congress has been
mounting in the past, if it
persuades him to continue.

This time it will not only
deepen the cynicism about a
party already facing an
existentialist crisis, it might
also finish Rahul Gandhi’s
political career. On the other
hand, if he holds firm—he
also said that his sister
Priyanka Gandhi should not
be made Congress President
in his place—he may win the
respect of some, and live to
fight another day.

Even if the decision turns
out to be a mistake, it is
always better to have erred,
following an inner steer, than
the cacophony of voices
outside. If nothing else,
Rahul Gandhi would be
ensuring accountability.
Equally important, he would
be respecting the sentiments
of dynasty, which was
implicit in the 2019 mandate,
particularly among the
young and first time voters.

Many apprehend that
Rahul’s exit may cause more
problems than solve. For, in
the way the Congress is
structured, it is Nehru-Gandhi
family which has kept the
party united, and won it votes
though the latter is now
diluted.

The party, however, need
not split if the president is
chosen by consensus, and
has backing of Nehru-
Gandhi family. With the
wipeout in 18 states, the
Congress leaders have to
pull themselves up and hang
together — or be forced to
walk into sunset.

There are enough talents
in the Congress who can
head the party, and this time
it can be somebody from the
South, since southern states
have stood by the Congress
more than North and the
West.

The delay in deciding
either way has only
deepened the insecurities in
the party. As it is, the exit of
leaders has started, what with
12 of 18 of its legislators
gravitating to the TRS in
Telangana, the party’s leader
of opposition in
Maharashtra moving across
to the BJP and more arelikely
to follow. Defeat has

unsheathed knives inside
the organization, be it in
Rajasthan, or in Haryana
and this is given when a
party weakens.

Talk to ordinary folks, in
towns and villages, and
they are clear about the two
reasons for the Congress's
woes: Congressmen and
women have forgotten how
to work hard. And the
Congress has lost touch
with the reality.

The Congress was
always a party of patronage
but it has over the years
become no more than a
conglomerate of

comfortable men and
women pursuing their
individual agendas,

interesting in amassing
weadlth given half a chance,
and promoting their
progeny. After al it is the
guilty men and women of
UPA who brought Modi to
power in 2014. Even today,
the party’s leading lights
are not willing to go
beyond ‘money’, ‘medi@
and ‘marketing’ as the only
reason for Modi magic.
They discount the fire in
Modi-Shah belly not just
another stint in power, but
to wield absolute power
and leave a historical
legacy, recasting India in
accordance with their
ideological world view.
There is no counter to it
from the Congress side. The
implication of outcome 2019
has been more far reaching
for the Congress than the
BJP. As a beginning, the
party has to democratize
the decision-making
processes. Why should not
Rahul Gandhi work as an
ordinary general secretary?
Priyanka Gandhi as general
secretary in charge of East
UP, has already been
tasked with winning UP for
the Congress in 2022. May
be Rahul Gandhi can
undertake a padayatra
going around the country,
with folded hands, only to
understand what young
and old India has to say
about Congress mistakes
and what should it do.
Perhaps, the new
narrative that the Congress
seeks will emerge from such
a process—of looking to
the ground for solutions,
and emergence of leaders
from there. For entitlement
is also elitism, just as it is
about a name opening
doors. And, about a culture
which leaves everything to
High Command. Should
there be a place for High
Command in a modern,
democratic organization?
Should decisions be left
only to the Congress
President? Or, to Sonia
Gandhi, who soon after she
was elected chairperson of
Congress Parliamentary
Party, was authorized to
decide who should be
leader in both houses of
Parliament? Should not this
decision be taken by a
presidium of leaders, which
is under consideration?
The sooner the
Congress takes a decision
on who should head the
party, and knuckles down
to preparations for the
elections that lie three
months down the line, in
Maharashtra, Haryana,
Jharkhand, the better for it.
The party has fared better
in recent elections
(Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
in local elections in
Karnataka) than in national
polls, and that may be the
way to go. It is, after all,
winning elections, which
provides the adrenaline to
any party, and can arrest
the outflow of leaders.
And who knows, Rahul
Gandhi’s resignation may
unleash processes, which
starts to dismantle — at
least  dilute—dynastic
structure in other political
outfits, which have become
family fiefs. (IPA Service)
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just stay cool and stay focused. ”

--- Ashton Eaton

TheShillong Times

Vol No: LXI No.313

SHILLONG, TUESDAY, JUNE 25,2019

Shillong'scivicchallenges
FROM traffic chaosto sanitation to the burgeoning
problem of hawkersShillong hasit al. And all these
problems seem to defy solution becausethepalitical
will totackletheissuessystematicaly islacking. Itis
only amatter of timewhentheentirecity of Shillong
will turnintoamiserabled umthat most vistorswould
rather avoid. Police Bazar thecommercia hub of the
cityisliterally tekenover by hawkers. They sl eve-
rything from clothesto footwear to street food and
fruitsand flowersand what have you. Rightsactiv-
istsarguethat hawkers have aright to peddletheir
waresfor alivelihood becausethey are*’ poor.” If
the hawkersare poor then poverty hasanew defini-
tion because they do good business on free space.
They don’t need to rent space and nor arethey ac-
countable for the garbage that they generate on a
daily basis. Police Bazar isafreefor al zoneand no
onereally knowswho controlsthe proceedingsin
that area. Inthe absence of any clear authority itis
only naturd that lawlessnesswill prevail for how you
define ascenario where aperson can decide over-
night that he/she wantsto set up shop at aparticular
spot and does so becausethereareno rulesor regu-

|ationstofollow.

Thesituationin Laitumkhrahisfar worse. Fish
vendors have now started selling fish by the road-
sideand cleaning and paring fish on footpaths, leav-
ing thewaste behind. Next to afish vendor isacos-
metics hawker and vegetable vendors. Now com-
muters have to stand on the road to flag ataxi or
bus. Suchisthe predicament that even the Dorbar
Shnong of theareawhichisknown to bepro-active
hasfallen short of public expectations. Needlessto
say Shillong doesnot haveacivil society group to
take onthe hawkerswho arewel | protected by pow-
erful lobbies. The hawkershave demanded altera-
tive space for hawking. To accommodate all the
hawkersof Shillongwhosenumbersgrow by theday,
the Government would requireaplacethat isashig
asor bigger thantwofootba | groundswithinthecity.

Between Jaiaw and Mawprem thereare butchers
who daughter pigsand cowsand leavetheremains
torotinthestream below. Thisiscausing health haz-
ards but no one seemsto care. Then repeated at-
temptsto clean up thetwo important streams—Wah
Umkhrah and Umshyrpi havefailed miserably. Are
citizensgoingto sit and watch the city degenerateto
thepoint of no return or will they takeresponsbility?
Thecall for civic actionisnow. Governmentsonly
respond when thereis pressureto do so. Arethere
enough public spirited citizenswho will exert that
pressure on the Government?

Despicablebehaviour ingde
and outsdePar [lament

On suspicion of theft a
Muslim man identified as
Tabrez Ansari was merci-
lessly beaten for hours be-
fore he succumbed to his
injuries on June 22 in
Jharkhand. In the video that
went viral, the man was
taunted by the mob and
forced to chant ‘Jai Shri
Ram’ by the attackers. This
is the latest of numerous
cases where the slogan, ‘ Jai
Shri Ram’ isused to commit
heinous crimes and hooli-
ganism. Earlier a Muslim
man was beaten and forced
to chant the same slogan on
suspicion of carrying beef
in Assam. In Gurugram a
man was forced to chant,
*Jai Shri Ram’ for wearing a
skull cap. In Rajasthan too
a Muslim man was repeat-
edly slapped and forced
say 'Jai Shri Ram'.

In West Bengal, the lat-
est epicentre of violence, of
which the ruling dispensa-
tion at the centre is a part,
*Jai Shri Ram’ is not only a
mix of religion and politics
but is strategically and in-
tentionally used for hooli-
ganism and to commit vio-
lence, spread hate and cre-
ate divisions for political
purpose. Such misuse of
the religious slogan is des-
picable and highly condem-
nable. Groups, outfits and
even mobs get legitimacy
from political leaders. The
recent oath taking cer-
emony of the 17th Lok
Sabha was an exhibition of
sloganeering. MPs from the
ruling party heckled Oppo-
sition MPs shouting reli-
gious slogans. It was least
desirable in a secular par-
liament. In general the me-
dia were critical of the un-
becoming incident. Some
caled it a spectacle, others
viewed it was a brazen dis-
play of majoritarianism and
a deliberate attempt to in-
stitutionalise it while others
questioned whether the
Temple of Democracy was
reduced to a playground for
religious slogan shouting.
One newspaper termed it as
an unpardonable behaviour
but the most appreciated
reactions are left to the
Twitterati who expressed
dismay and ruled that it was
an insult to parliament.
Many also noted the
complicit silence of top lead-
ers in the saffron party, in-
cluding the PM himself,
Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh
and others.

| watched the episode
only on TV news channels.
To me it was despicable. It
was a harassment and in-
timidation of the opponents.
It was taunting the rivals
who happen to belong to
other religions. It was a
blunt rejection of and a to-

By Albert Thyrniang

tal disregard for India’s di-
versity. The promise of
the Prime Minister on the
eve of the oath taking cer-
emony of 17th Lok Sabha
that the ruling party would
go by nishpaksh (imparti-
aity) and that the Opposi-
tion is very important,
meant little to hecklers.

The PM’s message that
in parliament all should for-
get of ‘paksh’ (treasury)
and ‘vipaksh* (opposi-
tion), meant nothing be-
cause almost the entire
Opposition had to face the
‘wrath’ of the large section
of BJP triumphant winners.
Sonia Gandhi of the Con-
gress, Asaddudin Owaisi
of the All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul ~ Muslimeen,
Shafiqur Rahman Barq and
S.T. Hassan of the
Samajwadi Party, MPs of
Trinamool Congress and
the DMK MPs were
greeted with irksome slo-
gans. The victims were
mainly the Muslim MPs.
The slogans were “Jai Shri
Ram”, “Bharat MataKi Jai”
and “Vande Mataram” —
slogans that the saffron
party used to not only
evoke ‘Muscular’ Hindu
nationalism but also be-
cause they know that these
are not acceptable to Mus-
lims as they go contrary to
their faith. Sadly, Commu-
nalism was evident even
inside the Lok Sabha.

The RSS, the BJP and
theright wing ‘parivar’ still
have an unforgiving
grudge against Muslims.
They still hold bitterness
at what happened in his-
tory. They have not ac-
cepted the fact that the
Mughal Emperors ruled
India for about 200 years.
More importantly they are
still angry that Muslim
kings ‘forcefully’ con-
verted Hindus to Islam.
While forced conversion
might have happened but
MuslimrulersinIndiawere
by and large tolerant and
did not pursue a clear-cut
religious policy. Political
agenda was their main pre-
occupation.

Aurangzeb did make an
attempt to pursue a reli-
gious policy but miserably
failed. His policy actualy
contributed to the ultimate
disintegration of the
Mughul Empire. The
present ruling government
should learn a lesson from
Aurangzeb that religious
intolerance will lead to the
disintegration of this reli-
giously diverse nation.
Gladly, a recent survey
shows that 80 per cent of
Hindus consider that India

is meant for al religions. In
this connection, the theory
of ‘one nation one religion’
adongwithitsimplicit exten-
sions of ‘ one nation one lan-
guage’, ‘one nation one cul-
ture’ and even ‘one nation
one election” must be
nipped in the bud.

The Sangh parivar also
still cannot get over the Par-
tition of 1947 — that Paki-
stan was created for Mus-
lims, that India was made a
secular and not a Hindu na-
tion, that millions of Hindus
werekilled and forced toflee
Pakistan, that Hindus now
have no way of governing
that country, etc.

Another  supposedly
‘maltreatment of Hindus' by
Christian rulers (British and
French colonists) is still af-
fecting the psyche of the
Sangh. Accusations of con-
version to Christianity and
destruction of temples to be
rebuilt with churchesin their
place, remains with the right
wing groups.

No one denies that terri-
ble things did take place in
the past. Forced conver-
sion by Muslim rules, demo-
lition of temples, replacing
with mosques might have
happened over 500 years
ago. The same might have
been repeated by the Euro-
pean colonists and mission-
aries but does it help to live
in the past? Is it worth try-
ing to restore the past?
What is the benefit in re-
winding the clock? What is
the point in rewriting his-
tory? Can mistakes of the
past like demalition of tem-
ples be a justification for
doing the same to mosques
and churches today? Is
‘Ghar Wapsi’ a way for-
ward? Does the malicious
attempt to make Muslims
and Christians declare that
their ancestors were Hindus
a progressive action?

Seventy two years ago
the sub-continent, united
by civilization and culture
was split on religious lines.
It was painful. Millions suf-
fered on both sides of the
border. It was a tragedy, no
doubt. But should the en-
mity and animosity con-
tinue? What purpose does
it serve? Is not peace the
best for both India and Pa-
kistan’s progress? Should
not the citizens of both
countries treat Partition as
a distant historic event and
move on as two strong na-
tions? Should we not get
over the bitterness of that
experience and focus on
building ourselves? Should
we not put an end to wars
and conflicts and fight
against poverty, illiteracy,

backwardness, religious
bigotry and other common
enemies? A conscious ef-
fort to move on is the best
option. Remember and
learn from the past but
never be enslaved by it.

Religious slogans di-
vide. West Bengal is now
deeply divided, thanks to
“Jal Shri Ram” slogan initi-
ated by the RSS and the
BJP. Itisclear from the oath
taking ceremony itself. The
Opposition  MPs re-
sponded with slogans of
their own like “Jai Bhim”,
“Allahu Akbar”,
“Hindustan Zindabad” . “ Jai
Maa Kaali”, “Jai Bangla”
“shloka”, “Bismillah-i-
Rehman-Rahim” and
KhudaHafiz”. Thenew Lok
Sabha Speaker has vowed
not to permit religious slo-
gans in parliament. If he
does not keep his word, it
will not be surprise if other
slogans are coined and
chanted. Christians law-
makers might say, “Praise
the Lord” or even “Jesus is
the Saviour”. That would
be a disaster but should the
minority not assert itself,
the slogan way though.

Another slogan the
RSS, BJP and their off-
shoots are trying to force
on everybody’s throat is,
"Bharat mataki Jai". Thisis
nothing but a defence
mechanism to hide their
non-envious history of pa-
triotism and nationalism.
TheRSShad littleor norole
inIndia’sFreedom Struggle.
Thefather of RSS ideology,
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar
begged for mercy from the
British Queen to be freed
from Andaman jail and
struck a deal with the for-
eigners not to participate in
Anti-British activities. The
Hindutva champions never
unfurled the National Flag
until 2002. Sardar Patel had
to virtually force the RSS
to accept the Tricolour as a
pre-condition for lifting its
ban clamped after Mahatma
Gandhi's assassination.

It is time we reclaim na-
tionalism from the ultra-na-
tionalists and jingoistic out-
fits. Nationalism and patri-
otism is not reduced to
chanting slogans. This na-
tion does not belong only
to those who shout slo-
gans. Everyone is a nation-
alist unless proved other-
wise. It is time the vast
majority of Hindus reclaim
Hinduism from the * Jai Shri
Ram’ sloganeering hyper
active groups. They are
doing more harm to Hindu-
ism than good. It is high
timeto deal firmly with anti-
national elements who use
religious slogans to commit
hate crimes and polarise the
society.

Thomas Jones-
Father of What?

Editor,

One must take strong
exception to the Shillong
Times labeling Thomas
Jones as the “Father of
Khasi Language (ST June
24, 2019). The Khasi lan-
guageisnot anillegitimate
child in search of afather.
As language researchers
tell us, languages evolved
asaseries of calls or ges-
tures which over time de-
veloped into combinations,
giving usthe complex com-
munication necessary for
social interaction and sur-
vival. The simultaneous
evolution of the human
brain and its neural con-
nections enabled the
processing of these early
sounds. Some contrived
languages like Esperanto
or Ebonics may have had
an originator but they
never caught on. Thereis
no such thing as father of
alanguage though mother
tongueisaccepted, but that
of course is something
else.

Thetombstone epitaph
picturedinthearticleitsalf

describes Jones as the
“Founding Father of the
Khas Alphabetsand Lit-
erature”. Alphabets, yes,
but literature? Definitely
“No”. The oral Khasi
language wasrichin lit-
erature, grammar, syn-
tax, etymology, nuances
and dialects long before
Jonesarrived. “ TheLan-
guages of Meghalaya’
edited by G N. Devy and
Esther Syiem and pub-
lished by the People's
Linguistic Survey of In-
dia in 2014, provides a
comprehensive descrip-
tion of the formations
and linguistic complexi-
ties of the Khasi lan-
guage.

The tendency to map
ourselves as a people
and culture against West-
ern norms shows our
weak sense of identity
and social insecurity.
Why else are we ob-
sessed with calling the
Khas Hillsasthe* Scot-
land of the East”, name
our landmarks as
“Jacob’s Ladder” and
give our children West-
ern (not even Biblical)
names (mine is taken
from Scottish). Even our

Christianity is largely
Western in its church ar-
chitecture, ritual and
clerical vestments.

The multi-talented
Thomas Jones gave us
much more than is gen-
erally known. The book
“Welsh Missionariesand
British Imperiaism” pub-
lished in 2012 and re-
leased in Shillong by the
historian Andrew May is
in asense abiography of
Thomas Jones. Being the
great great-grandson of
Thomas Jones gives the
author a unique vantage
point. Jones taught car-
pentry and other voca-
tions and improved the
distillation techniques of
thelocal rice beer. While
we may have moral
stances about liquor, in
hisown country digtillers
carry no stigma. So
maybe we should call
Jones the “Father of Vo-
cational Education”.

We are all familiar
with Thomas Jones'slife
of missionary serviceand
literary contributions. He
eventually fell out with
the church by marrying
anunderagegirl, got him-
self enmeshed in abusi-

ness misadventure and
fled for hislifefromthe
Khasi Hills. Hewas hu-
man, flaws and al, like
al of us. We need not
canonize him or exalt
him on apedestal thatis
higher than what he
was. So by all means
let's celebrate Thomas
Jones birthday but in
constructive ways. Per-
haps the same church
that gave him a new
gravestone may like to
set up a vocational
school in his name for
orphans and dropouts.
Or an enterprising busi-
nessman may come out
with arice beer named
after him. | could drink
to that!
Yours etc.,
Glenn C. Kharkongor
Via email

Harijan
Colony issue

Editor,

The issue of the
Harijan Colony at Them
lew Mawlong keeps
coming up again and
again because succes-
sive Governmentsinthe

past, especially during the
Congressled regime, did
nothing to solvethisissue
once and for all. In fact
the issue of relocating or
removing the Harijans
from Them Metor or
Them lew Mawlong
(Harijan colony) was de-
manded earlier by the
Khas Students Union but
the then Congress Gov-
ernment did nothing to
explore ways and means
to solve the issue. The
fact of the matter is that
it isgood in al respects
for the people staying
thereto move away from
the place as it is a place
of filth, dirt and garbage
(slum) area. In fact the
Government has already
made ready a housing
colony for them whichis
far better than the place
they are staying in today.
Theintention of the Gov-
ernment isvery loud and
clear that relocation for
the residents of Harijan
Colony is for their good
only. What they should do
now isto co-operate with
the Government and not
to antagoniseit by putting
alot of hindranceswhich
includelitigation, and po-

liticisingitby calingtheir
brethren from Punjab,
complaining to the Mi-
nority Commission etc.
All these exercises will
make matters worse. It
is sufficient for them to
just cooperate with the
present plans of the
present Government.
We know that the Gov-
ernment will treat them
with respect and fair-
ness. In fact majority of
the residents of Harijan
Colony are agreeableto
the Government’ s settle-
ment plans. Those op-
posing are the few
vestedinterestswho aso
have business stakes in
Them lew Mawlong.
Moreover, they should
not worry about the
threat issued to them by
HNLC as nothing is go-
ing to happen to them
because Meghalaya
Government is giving
them full protection
Yours €tc.,
Philip Marwein,
Viaremall.

Articles and letters
appearing on this page
aretheviewsof thewrit-
ers/authors and not that
of The Shillong Times

Population growth

Canresources
meet chalenges?

By Dhurjati

Mukherjee

Population growth contin-
ues to be a cause of concern
globally with different pre-
dictions. On the one hand,
the UN estimates that popu-
lation is expected to peak to
11 billion by 2100 and only
then will stabilise, and on the
other many demographers
are of the opinion that it will
peak much earlier, may be by
2050 at about 9 hillion and
start shrinking after that. In
such a scenario, the problem
will accentuate in third world
countries, including India.

In these countries the
high density of population
and increasing growth has
come as a burden and re-
sulted in failure to assure the
lower segments of the popu-
lation a dignified standard of
living. Obviously, thisis due
to the fact that their re-
sources are inadequate to
match the necessities.

Let usrefer hereto famous
scientist Robert Malthus
prediction, way back in 1798
(in his book ‘An Essay on
the Principle of Population’)
where he stated that popula-
tion may grow exponentially
while resources would grow
arithmetically. As more peo-
ple entered the workforce,
wages would fall and goods
would become scare. Then
there are experts of the last
century who had talked of a
crisis situation emerging due
to high levels of population
growth and it cannot be de-
nied that during the middie
part of that century there
were innumerable starvation
deaths in many countries of
Asia and Africa

A follower of Malthus,
Paul Ehrich in his famous
book ‘ The Population Bomb’
in 1968 warned that “in the
1970s hundreds of millions of
people will starve to death in
spite of any crash programme
embarked upon now”. Ehrich
was a big supporter of In-
dia's family planning pro-
gramme as he considered it
would become impossible for
this planet to feed the ever-
increasing population.
Though a section of econo-
mists, mostly from the West-
ern world, feel that popula-
tion growth has no relation
to poverty, it is afact that in
the backward countries of
Asiaand Africa, where popu-
lation growth and its density
are high poverty, under nu-
trition and squalor has been
on the rise.

At the same time, while it
is acknowledged that human
beings are the best and fin-
est resource, the pressure of
population growth on natu-
ral resource has been rising.
An example could be coun-
tries such as India, which is
primarily agro-based. Apart
from the fact that productiv-
ity isquite low, land holdings
have become smaller due to
divisions with an increase in
family members over passage
of time, further aggravating
the situation. This has re-
sulted in migration from rural
to urban areas, where infra-
structure is poor and people
have been forced to take shel-
ter in unauthorised slums,
sguatter settlements, railway
tracks etc. where living con-
ditions are undoubtedly de-
graded and inhuman.

On the question of food,
while innovative methods
have been successful in im-
proving yields of essential
commodities and negating
the Malthusian warning,
there are certain concerns
which need to be addressed.
Though food production has
increased and the conspicu-
ous consumption of the rich
isareality, there are till star-
vation deaths, even in India
as aso deaths due to under-
nutrition, both of adults and
children. Thisis clear indica-
tion that availability of food
in Third World countries like
India is not quite sufficient.
Can anyone say when the
whole population of the de-
veloping economies will get
a nutritious diet and whether
thisat al is achievable in the
next two decades or so?

Regarding technological
innovations in increasing
food productivity, it has to
be admitted that pollution
has emerged as a big chal-
lenge, whether it is the case

of water pollution, soil pol-
lution etc. Degrading of
land due to excessive use
of chemicals and fertilizers
is well known as also the
over use of groundwater
resources. While soil pollu-
tion is destroying large
tracts of soil, arsenic, fluo-
ride and iron contamination
of water has become mani-
fest, specially in various
parts of India as water lev-
els become lower.

The point that is some-
times missed is that water
contamination has little or
no effect on the upper and
middle income sections; it
mostly affects the poorer
sections of society. Thus it
would not be judicious to
say that science and tech-
nology has worked wonders
in feeding the population
without the resultant ef-
fects, which are indeed
quite disastrous for the eco-
nomically weaker sections.

Adding to al thisis the
contamination of whatever
we eat and the air we
breathe. Scholars, who
mostly come from the up-
per echelons of society, are
not much exposed to prob-
lems suffered by the poor,
specially those living in
backward areas of the coun-
try or living by the side of
railway tracks. They smply
cannot imagine that the tox-
icity the common man on
the street has been exposed
to has resulted in a virtual
jump of diseases like can-
cer, which were a rare oc-
currence some 40 years
ago. There is little possibil-
ity of the disease burden on
the poor receding in spite
of best scientific interven-
tions. Is not the high popu-
lation growth responsible
for it?

Another interesting find-
ing is that most of the rich
and the upper middle
classes have small families,
whereas the number of
members in poor familiesis
much higher. However, in
recent times, with the
spread of massive aware-
ness campaign, birth con-
trol has been brought down
though population growth
still remains a problem. And
this problem primarily af-
fects the poorer sections of
society due to lack of edu-
cation and exposure to
socio-economic problems.

One may mention here
the observation of Ted
Nordhaus, co-founder of
Breakthrough Institute, a
California-based energy
and environment think
tank, who aptly pointed
out: “For decades, each in-
crement of economic
growth in developed
economies has brought
lower resource and energy
use than the last.” This
trend of severing the tie
between GDP and energy/
materials throughput is
called ‘decoupling’.”

Many economists make
big claims for past
decoupling and promise
much more of it in the fu-
ture. But a careful analysis
of decoupling to date
shows that most is attribut-
able to accounting error.
And to get the developing
world up to the level of an
average American’s energy
usage would require nearly
quadrupling global energy
consumption, even assum-
ing advances in efficiency,
which, however, appears
unrealistic. Thus, unless we
find ways to make
decoupling actualy happen
in the future more reliably
and at higher rates, grow-
ing the global economy will
require usto use more of the
Earth’s depleted resources.

The Global Footprint
Network calculated that
humanity is currently ex-
ceeding Earth’s sustainable
productivity by 60 per cent.
We do this by drawing
down resources that future
generations and other spe-
cies would otherwise use.
As aresult of our actions,
Earth’'s long-term carrying
capacity for humans is ac-
tually declining. ---INFA
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Opportunitiesfor the MDA Govt

THE NPP-led MDA Government needsto list out
itsprioritiesand pursuethemwith asenseof purpose.
It is unfortunate that the Central Agricultural
University (CAU) which was to be set up in
Meghalayasince 2010 and had been all ocated 200
acres of land is not just hanging fire but is being
reduced to a college. Obviously past State
Governmentshad not pursued thematter vigoroudly.
Butif politicianscomeand gothequestiontoask is
to those in the bureaucracy that headed the
Agriculture Department and how much they have
done to engage on this issue with the central
governmentto bringittoitslogica concluson. Also
it'sunfair that the Congressshould|lay thefault for al
unfinished projects at the door of the MDA
Government. Inthisacounter question can beasked
astowhat the MUA Government, with two back to
back tenures, hasdonefor the state.

Theother issueisof the Umroi Airport and how
soon it can attain a status of afull-fledged airport
that will connect Meghalayato the national capital
and other state capitalsinthecountry. Chief Minigter,
Conrad Sangma has enough clout in the National
Government to make this happen. He should take
this opportunity to ensure that the airport isfully
functional before the National Games 2022.
Speaking of the National Games, thisisalso agrest
opportunity for theMDA Government to showcase
tothenation that it can betrusted to create the best
sporting infrastructure if enough funds are made
available. Sofar we have not heard of any scamsin
the present Government except for itsaffinity tothe
illega coa mining and transportation businessthat
continues to make news. There are also whispers
among thosewith their nosesto theground that some
illega collectionisgoing onfrom transport vehicles
and check/toll gates. Conrad Sangmaand the NPP
have been bestowed with public trust to contribute
to thefuture of thisstate. It isincumbent upon the
Chief Minister to ensure that none of hisministers
indulgein sdlf-aggrandisement, which many in power
succumbto, especidly for first timerswho areunsure
of their next win. Lettingdowntheaspiration of three
million people will have its own ‘karma.” Chief
Minister, Conrad Sangma has a degree in
Management fromaforeignuniversity but Meghdaya
does not need a manager. Managers have never
brought changein the system. Meghdayaisin need
of a bold leader to bring change in their socio-
economic status of its people. Questions have been
raised about devolution of funds for Sports
infrastructurein Garo Hills. These questionsneed

honest answers.

Parliament

Declining

New Speaker,
new chapter ?

The 17th Lok Sabha
scripted a “unanimous’ new
beginning on Wednesday
last when a relative
newcomer Sangh Parivar’'s
grassroot leader 57-year-
old battle-hardened two-
term Kota MP and three-
term MLA Om Birla rode
high on optimism into
history books, as India’'s
Speaker.

A surprise pick for the
post traditionally held by
seniors and considered
close to Prime Minister
Modi and Home Minister-
BJP President Amit Shah
the new Speaker known for
his simplicity made plain
that he was no pushover,
meant business and would
not hesitate to crack the
whip. “l don’t think
Parliament is the place for
sloganeering,  showing
placards or coming to the
WEell. There is a road where

they can go and
demonstrate. Whatever
people want to say,

allegations they have,
attack the Government they
can but can’t come to the
galery and do al this,” he
said. His tough message
ran loud and clear: Put Lok
Sabha back on the rails.

With Government-
Opposition ties already rock
bottom which marred the
functioning of the previous
two Lok Sabhas' Birla has
an arduous task ahead.
Realizing this, he added: |
am very clear Parliament is
a temple of democracy....it
functions by Parliamentary
rules, all Parties should
maintain decorum....the
Government has to be more
responsible and answerable
since they have such alarge
majority.”

It isamoot point whether
he will be able to restore the
Lok Sabha'slong lost glory,
notwithstanding his
intensions. Sadly over the
decades Parliament has got
drowned in the cacophony
of petty foggers, one-
upmanship and
conmanship. Will he be able
to ensure Parliament
functions through debate,
discussion and consensus?
Or will it be held hostage by
pandemonium?

More so as the
challenges confronting the
nation have increased
manifold. The country is
today in the throes of
economic stagnation,
increasing social tensions.
In addition, there are forces

By Poonam | Kaushish

within and without eager to
destabilise India and
disrupt its unity and
integrity. This calls for
reasoned debate.

Yet, till date even a one-
man Opposition army has
prevented discussion by
holding the House to
ransom. Many members
have made it a habit of
rushing into the Well of the
House. All spew sheer
contempt. Bringing things
to such a pass that pursuit
of power, pelf and
patronage is replacing law
making. The figurestell all.
Parliament spends less
than 10% of time on
legidlative matters and the
most on trividlities.

Moreover, we take great
pride in calling ourselves
the world’'s largest
democracy. Yet most of us
forget that Parliamentary
democracy provides for a
civilized form of
Government based on
discussion, debate and
consensus. Alas, ruthless
politics has taken over and
discussions and debates
have largely lost their
meaning. Numbers alone
matter and have become
the sole criteria of success.

In this milieu, the
Speaker’s job has become
all the more important and
demanding. However, few
appreciate his key role
without whom, according
to Erskine May, “the House
has no Constitutional
existence.”

Alas, over like the years
Parties have used
Constitutional posts as
lollipops to reward or
oblige Party workers, the
Speakership is  no
exception. Think. Although
the Lok Sabha Rules of
Procedure are largely
based on the Westminster
model, the all-important
issue of having an
independent Speaker was
overlooked.

Under the Westminster
system of Parliamentary
democracy in Britain, an
MP resigns from the Party
on his election as Speaker.
Moreover, the Speaker is
re-elected unopposed to
the House of Commons in
subsequent  elections.
Sadly, few follow the
premise that a Speaker is
expected to be above Party
politics, not a plaything of

the Party.

As a former Lok Sabha
Speaker confided, “We are
elected on Party tickets with
Party funds how can we
claim independence?
Moreover, even if we resign
on becoming the Speaker, we
would still have to go back
to the same Party for
sponsorship for the next
election.”

Consequently, most
Speakers have been Party
members, especially after
laying down Office or prior
to it. From second Speaker
Ayyangar who became Bihar
Governor on expiry of his
term to GS Dhillon and
Manohar  Joshi  who
switched roles from
Ministers to Speakers,
Balram Jhakar never
concealed his identity as a
Congressman, Rabi Ray
lived up to his Janata Party’s
expectation and Shivra] Patil
who post Speakership, lost
the re-election, but was
nominated by Congress to
the Rajya Sabha and
anointed Home Minister.
Sadly, today eyebrows are
not even raised.

Undeniably, to conduct
the House  business
smoothly stern discipline is
paramount. Discussions
should be made more
meaningful and focused
through a strict time
schedule. Today, time
management has become a
joke. Most Speakers are too
indulgent, allowing Party
leaders to speak endlessly,
as though they are speaking
at apolitical rally.

Hence crucia legislative
business meriting in-depth
debate is rushed through
with only a cursory glance.
There is no such thing as
first, second and third
readings of bills as during
Parliament’s golden era
under Nehru. Unlike the
past, demands for grants of
various Ministries and
Departments, running into
lakhs of crores rupees are
guillotined without any
discussion because time is
wasted on non-issues.

Clearly, Speaker Birlahas
to walk a tight rope. Ensure
the Opposition has its say
even as the Government has
its way. For starters he needs
to take a leaf out of the
West’s book to save time,
whereby the microphone is
switched off as soon as a

MP finishes his allotted
time. Winston Churchill
once told his party MPs
that MPs should endeavour
to make only one point in
their speeches. It is the
privilege of Prime Ministers
alone to make two points!

True, there is no magic
remedy. The process will be
slow and long.
Nevertheless, a meaningful
beginning would be made
if Speaker Birla puts an end
to brazen rowdyism. The
Chair needs to ensure that
the House is not held to
ransom through a ‘gang up’
of MPs determined to
disrupt its  smooth
functioning. Any member
rushing into the House's
Well should automatically
stand suspended for a
week.

What next? Plainly it is
time to rectify the flaws.
Rules have to be drastically
changed to put Parliament
back on track and ensure
no one can holds the House
to ransom. We have to be
clear: Arewefor democracy
as a civilized form of
Government or have we
degenerated into a
“democracy” of devils and
fixers? Remember, there can
be no place in a 21st-
century Parliament for
people upholding19th-
century prejudices.

With 267 new MPs it
remains to be seen if our jan
sevaks adopt an attitude of
cooperation or
confrontation and adhere to
rules. They must desist
from reducing our temple of
democracy in to a
monument like Taj Mahal or
Qutab Minar. We know
what pigeons do to them.

As Prime Minister Modi
gets down to bringing
change in governance, he
must  recognize the
Speaker’s key role and help
him serve democracy
impartially by adopting the
British maxim: *“Once
Speaker dways a Speaker”

In sum, Birla needs to
heed Indira Gandhi’swords:
“Parliament is a bulwark of
democracy... It also has a
heavy task of keeping an
image that will gain it the
faith and respect of the
people. Because, if that is
lost, then | don’t know what
could happen later.” That
faith and respect needs to
be restored and built by the
new Speaker through a new
chapter. Any takers? ---
INFA

TOTHE EDITOR

Shocking
editorial!

Editor:

We are shocked to see the
editorial, Harijan Colony: Call
for a pragmatic approach. (ST
June 18, 2019). The entire
content of the editorial is
against the residents of the
Harijan Colony and in the
name of pragmatism and slum
clearance, you have chided
CM Conrad Sangma for his
assurance to the Punjabi
Lane settlers by saying, “But
this does not solve the long
term problem which is that of
a slum in the vicinity of the
largest market of Meghalaya,
which is bursting at the
seams.”

Dharavi isthe biggest sum
of Asiain the heart of Mumbai
city. The city administration
and the State government has
not taken any steps to
relocate the residents out of
the city in the name of
cleaning up the city. Right to
a housing of one’s choice is a
fundamental right and no state
can force any such policy on
the residents. You have not
made a single reference to the
history of the area and have
arbitrarily condemned the
residents of the area.
Significantly, the whole
editorial thrust is to give
legitimacy to the Shillong
Municipal Board, whose
actions are in contempt of
orders of the Meghalaya
High Court.

We expect the Shillong

Times to adopt an impartial

approach and not a biased

and sectarian approach

against the poorest of the

poor residents who have

served the state of Shillong
for the last two centuries.

Yours etc.,

Gurjit Singh,

Viaemail

MeECL
Srvices
collapsing

Editor,

The services of the
MeECL are going from bad
to worse in spite of
numerous and regular shut-
downs for so called
maintenance works. Power
outages are frequent in all
major towns of the state.
Rural areas go without any
power supply for weeks on
end. Reverse polarity
happens every now and
then posing a danger to the
users. The inefficiency is so
glaring yet there is no
accountability whatsoever.
The senior management
seems to have lost all
control over it's ground and
maintenance staff!

To add to the woes of the
paying individual consumer,
the MePDCL also seems to
be on a downward slide.
Two years back | had
complained online on their
website as well as to the
Grievance Committee that
one cannot make any
corrections/alterations in

respect of their profile like
contact number etc.
Nothing has been done
even up-to today. Doesn't
this Corporation have an IT
Manager? And if yes, what
is he/she doing? Or isit that
no one bothers to check
and test the functionality of
the various options on the
website?

The worse, however, is
that their website has now
been non-functional for a
month! Online payments
can, therefore, not be made.
Dotheofficiasof thisutility
expect the senior citizen
consumer to go back to the
old practice and stand in
line for an hour or more to
pay the electricity bill?

Those at the helm of
affairs in these two
Corporations, what do you
do during your working
hours? Do you even attend
office, because that is what
it looks like? We are paying
for electricity unlike you
who get free power supply!

Is there any hope for
these utilities, or are they
on the verge of collapse?

Yours etc.
Eugene Thomas,
Shillong 793006

|smedical
education

expensive ?

Editor,

| have often pondered
over this dilemma faced
with a barrage of high

profile persons including
political leaders, social
scientists, administrators
and even doctors like Dr
Devi Shetty endorsing the
view that it is. Figure of 1
crore being spent by the
Government on every
MBBS doctor produced
has been bandied about
for a long time. This is
the excuse wused to
introduce a compulsory
rural service for MBBS
students from time to time
in different states in
different forms. Even the
idea of No Objection
certificate from MCI
needed by MBBS doctors
to go abroad stems to some
extent from this hoax. Yes |
call it a hoax or a
propagandaand | will try
to prove the same.
Where did this figure
come from ? My idea is
that it was picked up from
what  private medical
colleges charge as fee
and ancillary charges
from its victims. Total of
about 67,000 MBBS
doctors are produced in
India every year. If it
costs 1 crore per doctor
as input cost then we are
spending 67000 crores on
this venture as a nation.
With approximately 32,000
Government seats we can
whittle down the
Government’s expenditure
to 32000 crores which is
65 % of the nation’'s
budget for healthcare.
Even taking into account
the states’ contribution
the Government then is

spending about 40% of its
annual budget for health
only on medical education.
If we take example of UT
Chandigarh  which has
budget of about 475 crore
for health which it has to
cover expenditure of al 4
major hospitals multiple
dispensaries and other
facilities at its command
obviously it is not
spending 100 crore out of
this only on education of
MBBS doctors.

Fact is Medical
Education provides cheap
labour to heslthcare and if
anything, it subsidizes the
healthcare provided to the
citizens as part of its
constitutional
responsibility by the
Government. If underg-
raduate and post graduate
students were not to
participate in providing
healthcare, the entire
system would collapse and
Government would need to
hire three times more
doctors and nurses to do
the same inadequate job it
currently does. In fact
medical education saves
expenditure which gover-
nment would otherwise
have to do as part of its duty.

Why then is this oft
repeated propaganda heard
that Government spends
“crores” to make one
doctor. The reason is that
the Government is loathe
to let go of the cheap
labour which it has used
and abused for 10 years
or so it takes to prepare a
doctor and wishes to

extend the period of
bonded labour by another
2-3 years by hook or
crook if possible.
Unfortunately since this
figure has been loosely and
frequently stated in public
, press and even in court
judgments and it has never
really been countered,
hence it has become
entrenched in public
psyche.

Medical education is
extremely profitable which
is why so many powerful
people ventured into it.
80 MPs were reportedly
owning Medical Colleges
at one time. Students who
could not afford the 60 lac
to 1 crore cost in private
collegesinIndia go abroad
where the MBBS education
is obtained in 15-30 lakhs
cost from different
countries. Obviously those
managing the colleges in
China, Philipines, Russia,
and so many other
countries make a profit
from this amount.

What is needed is a
white paper from the
Government as well as the
medical associations on
the factual cost of medical
education after a detailed
study of the matter.

Yours etc.,

Dr Neerg Nagpa
Convenor,Medicos
Legal Action Group,
Managing Director
MLAG Indemnity,
Ex President IMA
Chandigarh

Armed with Supreme Court

directive, banks are defying RBI

Modi Govt still
refusngtonameand
shamebig defaulters

By Nitya Chakraborty

Emboldened by the
directive of the Supreme
Court to the Reserve Bank of
India that the Bank must
reform its transparency
guidelines and provide
details on top wilful loan
defaulters, the public sector
banks have started the
process of naming the wilful
corporate defaulters without
waiting for the RBI decision.
The process has started with
the UCO Bank and already
other PSBs have started
discussing the issue at the
board level so that the
managements can come out
with the names of the wilful
defaulters.

Recently, the Kolkata
based UCO bank published
the name of Yashovardhan
Birla, along with his
photograph in newspapers as
a wilful defaulter because of
his company failing to repay
Rs. 67.65 crore for long and
showing no intention to
repay. This created a storm
in the banking circles as the
Finance Ministry and the RBI
have been refusing to make
public the list of big wilful
corporate defaulters. On
April 26, 2019, the Supreme
Court heard a contempt plea
regarding RBI's refusal to
divulge details of defaulters.

NPA value is owed by these
top 100 borrowers. As of
March 2019, 9.3 per cent of
the total given loan amount
had been declared as NPA.

The apex court said on
April 26 that this was RBI's
last chance, and that if the
bank still refused to provide
details, action would be
taken against the central
bank for contempt of court.
Yet, in response to the RTI
filed by The Wire, the RBI
refused to provide details
on the accounts of the top
100 borrowers. It did not
provide the names of the
account holders, the
amounts owed by them or
the interest rates at which
they have borrowed money.
The RBI said that such
information is not available.

The central bank said
that it collects information
regarding debt under
Section 27(2) of the Banking
Regulation (BR) Act 1949
and under Section 28 of the
RBI Act, 1934. The RBI's
response said: “As per
Section 28 of the BR Act,
RBI can only disclose
information collected under
Section 27 (2) of the Act in
such consolidated manner
as it deems fit.”

The bank said that in

Theapex court said on April 26 that
thiswasRBI'slast chance, and that if
thebank till refused to providedetails,
action would betaken against the
central bank for contempt of court. Yet,
inresponsetotheRTI filed by The
Wire, theRBI refused toprovidedetails
on theaccountsof thetop 100
borrowers. It did not providethenames
of theaccount holder s, theamounts
owed by them or theinterest ratesat
which they haveborrowed money. The
RBI said that such infor mation isnot
available.

The Court criticised the RBI
and directed the apex bank
to reform its transparency
guidelines and provide these
details to the public.

Two months have passed
since then but the RBI has
not come out with any follow
up action on the Supreme
Court directive while the
affected public sector banks
have started taking action
without waiting for any fresh
RBI directive. After UCO
Bank, the UBI and the
Syndicate Bank have
discussed the issue and,
many other bank boards will
be shortly taking up the issue.
They are impatient for taking
action and going public with
the names of the big wilful
corporate defaulters.

Nearly 50 per cent —or Rs
4.5 lakh crore — of the total
value of India's non-
performing assets (NPAS) are
due to loans taken out by the
top 100 borrowers, an RTI
query filed by The Wire has
revealed.

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) said that as of
December 31, 2018, loans
taken by the top 100
borrowers created NPAs
worth Rs 4,46,158 crore. This
means that on average, each
of the top 100 borrowers is
responsible for NPAs worth
Rs 4,461 crore. The RBI
refused to provide details on
who these top 100 borrowers
are.

According to an answer
given by the then finance
minister in the Rajya Sabha
on February 5, 2019, thetota
value of NPAs in scheduled
commercia banks was Rs
10,09,286 crore as of
December 31, 2018. Of that,
the value of NPAs in public
sector banks was Rs 8,64,433
crore.

This means that 44 per
cent of the total NPA value is
owed by just the top 100
borrowers. And if only public
sector banks are considered,
then 52 per cent of the total

terms of Section 45(E) of the
RBI Act, RBI is prohibited
from disclosing credit
information except under
certain conditions as stated
in the Act.

The number of wilful
defaulters in nationalised
banks has increased by
over 60 per cent to 8,582 in
fiveyearsto March 2019, the
government sources say.
By the end of 2014-15 fiscdl,
the figure stood at 5,349.
Rising consistently since
2014-15, the number of such
borrowers increased to
6,575 in 2015-16; 7,079 in
2016-17 and further to 7,535
in2017-18.

As per data reported by
nationalised banks, till
March 31, 2019, suits for
recovery have been filed in
8,121 cases. In cases
involving secured assets,
action under the provisions
of the SARFAESI Act has
been initiated in 6,251 cases.
Further, in accordance with
RBI instructions  of
initiation of criminal
proceedings  wherever
necessary, FIRs have been
registered in 2,915 cases.

Besides, vide Sebi
regulations, wilful
defaulters and companies
with wilful defaulters as
promoters/directors have
been debarred from
accessing capital markets to
raise funds, she said. In
addition, the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code, 2016
has debarred  wilful
defaulters from participating
in the insolvency resolution
process.

For effective action
against wilful defaulters
fleeing Indian jurisdiction,
the Fugitive Economic
Offenders Act, 2018 has
been enacted to provide for
attachment and
confiscation of property of
fugitive offenders and has
disentitled them from
defending any civil claim.
(IPA Service)
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Morefinesfrom motorists

THE Union Government iscoming upwithabill to
change the Motor Vehicles Act, with a view to
streamlining mattersrelating to road use and safety.
With ahugeincreasein vehicle popul ation on the
roads, an unprecedented situationisat hand. Sev-
erd citiesarewitnessing chaotic Stuationsduetothe
intensity of traffic, lack of sufficient road widthand
unruly behaviour on the part of sectionsof motorists.
Ludicroudy low levelsof fines, likeimposition of Rs
100 or 200, asoisareasonfor rule-violations.

Helmet useissureto reducetheintensty of acci-
dents. It savesone€' shead. Yet, youthsand even el ders
areoften reticent about using thisdevice, and there
are those who cite excuses and argue their case
against useof helmets. Suchirresponsibleactivism
should be checked; and thereis need to raise the
fineamountsto higher levels. The Union Govern-
ment isdoing precisely that, among other things, by
way of coming up with amendmentstotheMV Act
—somethingthat it didinthelast Lok Sabhabut failed

to passin the upper house.

Among other things, theamendmentsseek toraise
thefinefor helmetless-rideto Rs 1,000 from theex-
isting Rs400; drunk driving to Rs 10,000 from the
present Rs 2,000; non-use of seat beltsmeaning a
fineof 1,000 instead of the present Rs 100; use of
mobilephonewhiledrivingtomeanafineof Rs5,000
instead of Rs 1,000 at present and not giving sideto
Ambulance meaning afine of Rs10,000; whilepar-
ents haveto pay Rs 25,000 if under-age children
drivevehicles. Thenew ruleswould also heavily pe-
nalise contractorsfor defectsin road constructions
resulting inmishaps, aRs 10 lakh compensation for
hit-and-run cases, and afine of Rs500crorefor com-
paniesmanufacturing defectivevehicleengines Looks

fine

Raising thefineamountshelpsintwoways—one,
to reduce instances of rule violations; and two, a
massiverevenueto the exchequer. Themorefaults
onthecitizens sde, themorethestrainonthem, and
themorethegovernment earns. Theflip Sdeisabout
theway theimplementation would be done. Cops
areused to taking undue advantage. They arelikely
to misusetheprovisionsto tax theordinary citizens
eveningtuationswhereaninadvertent ruleviolation
takesplace; like, “not givingside,” to apolice vehi-
cle. Thiscdlsfor suitable redressal mechanismsfor
thepublictootowork effectively.

Women'sEmpower ment —
Milesto Go

By Rajdeep Pathak

Two news items — one
recently shared by a senior
journalist friend on a social
mediaplatform on 15 women
who helped draft the Indian
Constitution’; and the other
infamous ‘Kathua rape case
left me wondering how a
nation where women have
risen to the pinnacle of suc-
cess since the Independence
can also tolerate and suffer
brutality on them. | am also
reminded of ancther photo-
graph that was widely circu-
lated in both socia as well
as mainstream media plat-
forms on March 8, 2019 (the
International Women’s
Day), of the former Defence
Minister of India Nirmala
Sitharaman addressing all
male Defence personnel at a
round table meeting with the
top brass of the Army, Navy
and Air Force. The photo
was so much in circulation
as it projected not just a
transformative and progres-
sive society of giving
woman the place they right-
fully deserve, but that pho-
tograph was intended to in-
spire many others.

The women | mentioned
who played a key role in
drafting the Indian Consti-
tution included: Ammu
Swaminathan from the
Palghat district of Keralg;
Dakshayani Velayudhan, the
leader of the then titled ‘De-
pressed Classes’ from
Bolgatty in Cochin; Begun
Aizaz Rasul of Malerkotla;
Durgabai Deshmukh, the
founder of the ‘Andhra
Mahila Sabha' ; Hansa Jivra)
Mehta; Kamla Chaudhary,
who went on to become the
vice-president of the All In-
dia Congress Committee in
its fifty-fourth session;
Leela Roy from Goalpara
Assam; Malati Choudhury
from East Bengal (today
Bangladesh), who married
the then Orissa Chief Minis-
ter Nabakrushna Choudhiri;
PurnimaBanerjee; Rgjkumari
Amrit Kaur the founder of
the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS);
RenukaRay; Sarojini Naidu;
Sucheta Kriplani;
Vijaylakshmi Pandit and
Annie Mascarene.

It is noteworthy to quote
Ammu Swaminathan, who
on November 24, 1949 dur-
ing a discussion on the mo-
tion by Dr. B R Ambedkar to
pass the draft of the Consti-
tution said: “People outside
have been saying that India
did not give equal rights to
her women. Now we can say
that when the Indian people
themselves framed their
Constitution they have
given rights, equal rights to
women equal with every
other citizen of the country”.

What Ammu
Swaminathan couldn’t an-
ticipate was that even after
seven decades of Independ-
ent India, the nation has
struggled to place in Parlia
ment a considerable number
of women representatives.
In fact the nation is still
struggling to amend its laws

given the heinous crimes
women are subjected to. A
small example—whichisjust
the tip of the iceberg — to
justify this point is the data
from the National Crime
Records Bureau which es-
timatesthat more than 1,000
cases of acid violence takes
place every year in the
country. While the Delhi
Government’s move — to-
wards protection of women
— by making rides in public
transport free, seems to be
apopulist move for gaining
votes, the safety measures
have not been taken seri-
ously enough though.

It was also heartening to
hear the Hon’ble President
of India in his address to
the Joint Session of Parlia-
ment on June 20, 2019 when
he expressed his happiness
that the grand electora fes-
tival saw a large number of
women voter turnout this
year.
This is indeed correct to
the extent of theratio of the
women'sparticipationinthe
electora process as voters;
and women who actually
get a chance to voice their
opinion. As the saying
goes, a thin line separates
fantasy from fear. For
whether it is an eight-old-
year girl belonging to a no-
madic Muslim tribe being
sedated, tortured, gang-
raped and finally bludg-
eoned to death inside the
devasthanam or temple in
Kathua, Jammu; or the
death of a minor girl from
Assam at the residence of
an MLA in Arunachal
Pradesh under mysterious
circumstances — these inci-
dents send bizarre warning
signals of whether — despite
the trumpet blowing invest-
ments by state and central
government for ensuring
women’s safety — women
and children are safein this
country anymore? Though
justice was delivered in the
Kathua rape case, thanks to
the soundness of the Judi-
cia Ingtitutions, but the in-
cident itself is gruesome
and speaks of sheer brutal-
ity and the savagery of the
crime.

The incident at the resi-
dence of the legislator in
Arunachal Pradesh further
speaks volumes of denial of
justice to the victim's fam-
ily (and this isn't the first
time) who in many such
cases are in a vulnerable
position because of the
socio-economic factors
such as poverty and illit-
eracy. Girls and women
from such families across
the nation are compelled to
work as domestic help and
this is one of the factors of
their growing vulnerability.

This brings us again to
a vital question of educa-
tion. Sarojini Naidu (one of
the tallest women figure of
the Indian National Move-
ment), while arguing that

women should be educated
says. Therefore, | charge
you, restore to your women
their ancient rights. ...Edu-
cate your women and the
nation will take care of itself;
for it is true today as it was
yesterday, and will be to the
end of human life. The hand
that rocks the cradle is the
power that rules the world.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his Independence
Day address from the ram-
parts of the Red Fort cried
his heart out appealing citi-
zens to respect women and
stop violence against them.
His clarion call for making
India completely open def-
ecation free (ODF) was in-
tended towards providing
women per se their dignity
and the country responded
overwhelmingly.

The then UN Secretary
Genera Kofi Annan in 2001
categoricaly remarked: "Vio-
lence against women is per-
haps the most shameful hu-
man rights violation. It
knows no boundaries of ge-
ography, culture or wealth.
As long as it continues, we
cannot claim to be making
real progress towards equal-
ity, development, and
peace."

Former U.S. President
Barack Hussain Obama, on
the occasion of the Interna-
tional Women's Day in
March 2013 said: “Empow-
ering women isn’t just the
right thing to do — it's the
smart thing to do. When
women succeed, nations are
more safe, more secure and
more prosperous’.

The stories of Nirbhaya
who was brutally raped in-
side the heart of Delhi in a
moving bus in December
2012 and her subsequent
death; or for that matter of
tribal women, in the Mawa
district of Madhya Pradesh
who are exploited into live-
in relationships by men (mid-
dle-aged businessmen, trad-
ers, public or private sector
employees) and then aban-
doned for life — like the tales
of the British regime of sa-
hib debaucheries (when
men from the East India
Company would exploit ‘na-
tive' girls, father childrenand
then heartlessly sail back
home to their wives) —is se-
riously harming the society
and destroying the social
fabric and impeding
progress.

One must understand
that empowering women in
the development context is
to a greater extent, the rec-
ognition of the dignity of
human life. The whole idea
of sustainable development
— the concept of which
stems from a state of diverse
variables pertinent to human
life and al its socio-cultural
and economic activities — is
the sum total to maximizein-
dividual and societal devel-
opment in the background of
the environmental protec-

tion and progress.

Kamla Nath in her book
“Education and Empower-
ment of Women: A Case
Study of India,” states, ‘Em-
powerment’ as one sees, its
is, both a process and a re-
sult, that cannot be meas-
ured, nor can it be taken by
some individual or institu-
tion/organization and given
to somebody else. A woman
can only empower herself;
organizations (through lo-
gistic support) and, govern-
ments (through their gender
just policies) can play arole
in supporting the journey
and providing an enabling
environment. Women are
empowered when they be-
come aware of the unfair
power relations they face
and are able to take the chal-
lenge to overcome inequal-
ity. Empowerment enables
women to take control over
their lives and build self-
confidence and self- reli-
ance.”

For Kamla and many
others, stories of “Sheroes
Hangout” acaféinjust ahalf
mile away from Taj Mahal
run by the survivors of acid
violence will be a reason to
celebrate. The café opened
in December 2014 inAgrain
the North Indian state of
Uttar Pradesh started as a
crowd-funding project by
‘Stop Acid Attacks' (SAA),
a group committed to end-
ing acts of violence against
women  through its
Facebook campaign since
March 8, 2013. Its “pay as
you wish” contributions go
toward the rehabilitation of
survivors of acid violence
in India. Sheroes Hangout
aso provides skills training
in the subject that each sur-
vivor is interested in learn-
ing. SAA has been collect-
ing data through its volun-
teers across the country and
has information on 430 sur-
vivors, 350 of who were at-
tacked in the last two years.
It has assisted 70 of them so
far. Many other such insti-
tutions and campaigns have
helped thousands of
women, young girlsand chil-
dren come out from their
traumatic conditions and
have given them back their
lost confidence.

More important is to ex-
tend the boundaries of edu-
cation which by no means
is a panacea, but can refor-
mulate by engaging young
men in questioning and
challenging harmful gender
norms with the goal of re-
ducing sexua violence and
dating/relationship abuse.
This education as Maryjo
Oster in her write-up: “Pre-
venting sexual violence
starts what we teach our
boys,” in the Blog “Child
Trends” says, should start
early. “It should go beyond
what girls can do to prevent
being victims, to the atti-
tudes that boys have about
women and about masculin-
ity, and the actions that men
can take to promote mutual
respect and egalitarianism”

Correcting
per spectives

Editor,

Apropos the letter, “Tho-
mas Jones —Father of What?’
by Dr. Glenn C. Kharkongor
(ST, 25 June 2019), | wouldlike
to submit this rejoinder on
certain points in the letter.
While | agree that “we need
not canonize” Thomas Jones
or “exalt him on a pedestal
that is higher than what he
was,” | would humbly request
for a more informed evalua-
tion based upon actual his-
torical evidence, explained in
the context of 19th century
missionary-colonial govern-
ment relations. | also happen
to have read the particular
book that the letter-writer re-
fers to, “The Languages of
Meghalaya,” commissioned
by PLSI. He describes the
book as providing “a compre-
hensive description of the
formations and linguistic
complexities of the Khasi lan-
guage.” Actually, the main
thrust of Ganesh Devy’s and
Esther Syiem’s project was to
document the varieties (for-
merly called ‘dialects’) of lan-
guage that exist today apart
and distinct from the written,
literary form. It isamonumen-

tal work that unearths the
littleknown village varieties
rather than explains the for-
mation and development of
aparticular Khasi language.

Thomas Jones' innova-
tion was to reduce the
Sohra variety into written
form, by devising a modi-
fied Roman script and
standardizing spelling, sen-
tence structure and basic
grammar. (Jones and subse-
guent missionaries incor-
porated many words from
the War varieties into the
Khasi Bible and other writ-
ings, while retaining the
Sohra sentence structure
and grammar. | happen to
notice thislinguistic assimi-
lation because | have
worked for ten years at
Sohrawhere my wife'sfam-
ily is from, and they still
speak the ‘diaects of, the
Ri-War Sohraregion.) | join
with many Khasi scholars,
people actually qualified in
linguistics, in maintaining
that Jones' great contribu-
tion was in pioneering the
transformation of the Sohra
variety from the vernacular
of about a thousand speak-
ers to the full-fledged lan-
guage of over amillion peo-
ple. We can quibble about
terms as to whether Jones
was the ‘pioneer’ or

‘founder’ or ‘father,” but we
cannot belittle his seminal
contribution to the devel-
opment of Khasi language
and literature.

It is true that the Khasis
possessed a rich oral tradi-
tion long before Thomas
Jones arrived in 1841. But
unless expressed in writing,
it would never qualify as a
formal language. Besides, it
is an unfortunate fact that
many oral languages have
disappeared because they
never possessed an alpha-
bet, never had written ma-
terial, never experienced lit-
erary transmission. In this
regard, Thomas Jones’
teaching in Khasi and us-
ing the Roman script went
against the British colonial
policy of using the Bengali
language, for the sake of
convenience, as the lan-
guage of education and
governance. In fact, the first
Khasi New Testament was
in the Bengali script, pub-
lished by William Carey in
1824, which is a significant
contribution of the Bengali
language to the Khasi lan-
guage. One may argue post
factum that one script is as
good as another. But the
fact remains that it was the
script and syntax that Tho-
mas Jones devised and later

missionaries developed,
and not previous efforts,
that survives to the
present day and flourishes
to the level of doctora re-
search.

In light of the above ar-
guments, | would regard
statements like “the Khasi
language is not an illegiti-
mate child in search of a
father,” as sensational but
not substantial. The Khasi
tendency to give Western-
ized names and Jones' sec-
ond marriage after his first
wife's death hardly affect
the legacy of Thomas
Jones. Yes, the book
‘Through the Green Door’
(earlier published as
‘GwaliainKhasia), tellsof
distillation of alcohol for
medicinal and surgical
purposes, but apart from
hearsay, | am still looking
for footnotes beyond
Nigel Jenkins' book. Given
that most of our churches
officially advocate absti-
nence, proposing a rice
beer named after Thomas
Jones sadly triviaizes the
letter’s supposed reap-
praisa of the great man's
legacy. What is described
as Thomas Jones getting
“enmeshed in a business
misadventure” is well ex-
plained by Rev. Dr. B.L.

Nongbri in many of hiswrit-
ings (see Ka Pateng
Khristan, June 2019) as ac-
tualy hisfight for justice, to-
gether with some Khasis,
against the monopolistic
trade practices and legal ma-
nipulation of that infamous
coloniaist, Harry Inglis. Fi-
nally, we do not celebrate
Thomas Jones' birthday as
the letter says, but the date
of hisarrival at Sohra on 22
June, 1841.
Yours etc.,
Rev. Lyndan Syiem,
Shillong

PM’'sMaan Ki
Baat

Editor,

The Hon'ble PM's flag-
ship outreach radio broad-
cast programme 'Mann Ki
Baat' is all set to start from
this month, post a two
month hiatus owing to elec-
tions. The popular outreach
radio programme has
uniquely set out a record of
over 50 shows aired through
national broadcasting net-
work primarily through All
India Radio.

As expected one is ea-
gerly looking forward to hear
more about policy matters,
elections victory outcome,

opinions, measures
adopted by the government
and importantly the pro-
gramme now has a mandate
to carry on with the non-
stop monthly shows till the
end of this term for next 5
years. The radio broadcast
has a wider reach to the au-
dience through the regional
audio translations made in
the evening of the same
day of broadcast.
However the transcript
of the radio programme
should now be made avail-
able through leading na-
tional dailiesin English and
all the regional languages
to be carried and published
the next day. The commu-
nication strategy as sug-
gested will have a wider
impact on national and in-
ternational readers through
publishing of the transcript
even through Press Infor-
mation Bureau portal. The
simultaneous broadcast
aired even on television
channels should carry de-
tailed subtitles and text
support in both English
and other regional lan-
guages, as made in the
original speech of the
broadcast.
Yours etc.,
Varun Dambal,
Bengaluru- 72

Post-election politics

Continuity &
change

By Dr S Saraswathi

Prime Minister Modi has
started his ambitious mission
to achieve sab ka vishwas
(trust of all) with a sound
advice to the Opposition
members in Parliament that
they need not worry about
their number and that every
word they speak isimportant.
His conciliatory remarks at
the beginning of the new Lok
Sabha urging for total efforts
for a nishpaksh (non-parti-
san) approach to issues of
public welfare and the larger
interests of the nation is ex-
actly opposite to the prevail-
ing mood in Parliament. It is
difficult to make the Opposi-
tion members believe, who-
ever they may be, that an ac-
tive and effective Opposition
is anecessity in a democracy
when their soleam isto cap-
ture the seat of the govern-
ment.

The advice reflects an old
democratic belief that even a
hopeless minority of one
could come out with valuable
suggestions in legislations
and governance. It applies
where that minority has posi-
tive mindset.

With a decisive verdict
given by the electorate, sus-
pense politics of the past
several months that per-
vaded all kinds of activities
has ended yielding place to
post-verdict, non-electoral
politics. It isnormal to expect
that all participants in the
electoral contest would have
learnt many lessons from per-
sonal experiences and obser-
vations and actions of oth-
ers that would help them to
perform better in future. Of
coursg, it is subject to the will
and capacity of the learners
and their sincerity in playing
the democratic game demo-
craticaly.

It is reasonable to expect
that the winner(s) in the elec-
tion would continue their
technique of expanding and
strengthening their support
base while the losers would
try to identify their mistakes
and change their strategies.

Post-election politics that
immediately follows an elec-
tion has not been receiving
as much public attention as
pre-election politics particu-
larly whentheverdictisclear.
Hung Parliaments and hung
Assemblies are watched with
keen interest to see how the
waves move. Such move-
ments  happen in the after-
math of decisive mandate
also. The object cannot be to
topple a government that is
numerically irremovable by
arithmetical moves, but to
obstruct and delay decisions
and discredit the government
so as to overturn the popu-
larity of the ruling party.

Frequent elections under
the present system as op-
posed to “simultaneous”
elections to Lok Sabha and
State Assemblies under con-
sideration which carries fixed
term give more scope for a-
tering the fortunes of parties.
Party politicsiskept aliveand
active in such a manner that
pre-election and post-elec-
tion politics do not vary
much in bitterness between
rivals.

Modi’s seemingly friendly
approach to Opposition par-
tiesis a good beginning pro-
vided it is received with
friendly response. The
phrase sab ka vishwas (trust
of al), which he added to the
earlier motto sab ka sath, sab
ka vikas summarises his
post-election mood reflecting
political sagacity. There can
be no objection to this, but
only expressions of disbelief
from staunch political oppo-
nents.

Participation of people in
governance (jan bhagidari)
and people’s awareness (jan
chetna) are set as the aims to
be achieved in the next five
years along with raising the
image of India globally.

The big pro-incumbency
victory is taken by the BJP
as a mandate to accelerate
development, make govern-
ance less intrusive, imple-
ment NRC in areas affected
by infiltration, and push for
the passage of the Citizen-
ship Amendment Bill and has
been proclaimed through the
President’s address. Govern-
ment’s priority and the main

goal isto strive to make peo-
ple sufficiently empowered
to carry on their daily life.

To focus attention on
key  challenges for
economy — slow growth
and unemployment — raised
in election campaigns of
opposition parties, two
Cabinet committees — one
to deal with investment and
growth and another with
employment and skill devel-
opment have been set up.

The BJP through the rise
and fall of regiona parties
must have realized their im-
portance in national politics
inthe 2019 General election.
It has been reiterating that
no goal can be achieved if
the States and the Centre do
not work together in cohe-
sion. The same lesson
seems to have been under-
stood by some of its main
opponents that the best
way to oppose the ruling
party is unlimited non-co-
operation.

Post-election violence
erupted in clashes between
Trinamool workers and BJP.
Police had to fire that re-
sulted in the death of two
persons. Continuing inter-
party clashes in West Ben-
gal coupled with abusive
language speaks volumes
on the state of democracy,
federalism, and popular
elections developing in In-
dia

The biggest impact of
the defeat is the announce-
ment of Congress President
Rahul Gandhi to quit the
post of party President leav-
ing it to the organisation to
find a successor. As he is
till now firm on hisdecision,
the face of the Opposition
is going to change which in
the absence of a proxy for
Rahul Gandhi will introduce
changes in the role and/or
style of functioning of the
Opposition. Though the
resignation of the party
chief is not unusual in a
situation such as that faced
by the Congress today, it
makes world news when it
happens in the Congress.
Leadership crisis continuing
for over a month in this
party, one may be tempted
to comment that the
AIADMK has fared better
by adopting dual leadership
as temporary arrangement.

The uncertainty is im-
pacting State Congress
units and will immediately
affect Haryana, Jharkhand,
and Maharashtra where or-
ganisational preparations
for Assembly elections due
this year have to be made.
The uncertainty will also
affectlocal alliancerelation-
ships and reopen same old
pre-poll party politics.

Total defeat has deep-
ened dissensions in some
State units of the Congress.
Blame game started and in-
fighting became vigorousin
Rajasthan and Karnataka, A
faction views this phase as
the ripe time for change of
guard. Telangana is wit-
nessing defection of Con-
gress MLAs to TRS which
is on the ascendancy. Four
TDP Rajya Sabha members
joined the BJP reducing
TDP number to two. The
AICC &l so decided to recon-
stitute the Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee.

Rumours are afl oat about
“misleading” data given by
the Data Department of the
party on poll prospects and
trendsin elections. Itisfor
the party to probe into the
matter. If thereis any truth
about possibilities to break
into the inner circle of any
party, it is organisational
weakness and must be rec-
tified.

Defeat led to the end of
B s P - S P
Mahagathbandhan, a failed
experiment, and with it
weakened OBC-Dalit at-
tempted coalition. BJP's
strategy in choosing candi-
dates proved the futility of
playing exclusively caste
identity politicsin the quest
for “vikas®. Still, BSP chief
has not closed the doors
permanently to SP.

--- INFA

(The writer is former Di-
rector, ICSSR, New Delhi)
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A speech that rocked thenation
IN the motion of thanks on the President’ saddress
TMC MP, MahuaM oitrawho represents K rishnagar
congtituency spoke what many feel but dare not
articulate because of the oppressive palitical climate
today. In a fiery diatribe, Moitra silenced the
cacophony that sought to shut her down. Shepointed
out to the Speaker that shewas making her maiden
speech and cannot therefore be disrupted. Moitra
brazenly warned of the consequencesthat awaited
the country asit rapidly inclined towardsfascism.
Mahua Moitra who was formerly an investment
banker with the American multinational investment
bank JP Morgan had quit her job in London and
returned to Indiain 2009. After abrief stint withthe
Congress she shifted to the TMC and was its
spokesperson. Shewon the 2019 el ections against
the BJP candidate Kalyan Chaubey. Moitra has
caught the attention of the entire nation and proved
that words have the power to touch peopl€’ shearts

and minds. She pointed at the growing xenophobia

that istearing the national fabric apart. Her choice
of wordsisextraordinary. By referringtothe BJP's
agendaas’alugt to divideand not adesireto unite;’
Moitrahastouched araw chord which will not be
missed by the cheerleaders of the saffron party.
TheKrishnangar MPlisted out thecasesof lynching
and arocitieson Mudimsand Dalitssince2014 and
said Indiaistoo diverseacountry to havejust one
religion or asinglesd ogan asasymbol of patriotism.
Shetouched onthemediaclimatein the country and
pointed out that newsmediaorgani sationsaredirectly
or indirectly controlled by the ruling government.
Pointing further that thejust concluded e ectionwas
fought on socid mediaplatformsand that fake news
was spread to counter opposition parties, Moitrarued
that farmers’ distressand other critical issueswere
left unattended and that the Government waspeddling
lieson severd fronts. Moitraalso took adig at the
Government’scontrol over theElection Commission
and the systematic quelling of dissenting voiceseven
assheemphasized that nationa security hasbecome
an obsession under the BJP Government, so much
so that even the success of the Balakot strike was
appropriated by the BJP. Referring to the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) and the Citizenship
Amendment Bill (CAB)asattemptsto redefinethe
citizensof India Moitrasaysthesearesnister designs
to polarise the citizenry. Clearly, thereis need for
someplan-gpeskingin Parliament whichisthetemple
of democracy. Moitrahasrightly stated, “1f notin
parliament then where,” would an M P speak.

| eader swe want ver Us
| eaderswe have

Leadership is no
cakewalk. Nowhere do you
learn this better than at the
Asia Plateau, Panchgani
which houses the Moral
Rearmament Centre now
known as Initiatives of
Change. Here batches and
batches of young people
are trained by people who
have dedicated their entire
lives to train the youth of
this country to lead by
example. That's quite a
tough thing to do! To lead
by example means to make
sure that we don’'t wear
masks to hide our real
selves. It means being
ourselves, saying what we
mean and meaning what we
say.
At this training centre, |
met a young person from

Senapati  District  of
Manipur was so concerned
about the poppy

cultivation in his area that
he started a movement to
stop this. Today, about a
hundred youth have joined
the movement. He said that
he was appalled at the rapid
pace at which jungles were
being cleared to make way
for poppy cultivation. He
also said that after poppy
has been cultivated in
virgin land it depletes the
soil and growers have to
keep clearing forests to
grow poppy in fresh soil. He
said those growing poppy
are not the poor. They are
the elite. The same group is
also campaigning against
use of plastics. Recently
the team collected 1700
kilograms of plastic but
they are at a loss of how to
dispose of the plastic waste
so they have just tied filled
them up in those super large
garbage bags.

Another youth from
Nagaland said that before
the Lok Sabha elections he
and others formed a group
called ‘Chain for Change’
and campaigned widely
asking people not to take
money from candidates
contesting the elections.
However, they were
intimidated and even
summoned by militant
outfits. So even trying out
something to bring change
has its downside in states
where corruption is second
nature and where elections
are reduced to vote buying.

A young lady from
Arunachal Pradesh who is
also a lawyer by profession
and had joined the NPP
said she too tried to
campaign against the use of
money power in the recent
state elections. It is an
established fact that each

By Patricia Mukhim

candidate contesting the
Assembly elections in
Arunachal Pradesh spends
at least Rs 20 crore. Where
does this money come from
if not from development
funds since Arunachal
does not have any
resources except forests?
The young lady was
however taunted that she
is campaigning against the
use of money power
because her party the NPP
did not have money to
shell out. She now thinks
politics is not her forte.

The youth of Karbi
Anglong are trying to
document and conserve
their culture and are using
all resources at their
command to revive the
language and get it
included in the Sixth
Schedule. They were very
aggrieved when two
Assamese youth were
recently lynched by some
men from the Karbi
community and media
reports tarnished the entire
community. They
wondered why media was
not more sensitive to this
aspect since not al Karbis
were involved in the
lynching, nor condoned it.
Besides, there are criminals
in every community, they
said.

The youth of Bodoland
too are very upset at the
use of the word, “Bodo
militants” to define a
particular militant outfit
that has its origin in
Bodoland. However, they
used a very unique
strategy to convey their
displeasure to the media.
They sent a red rose to al
the journalists with a
reguest that they be more
sensitive and not give a
bad name to the entire
community  for  the
transgressions of a few.
They said that media
persons later apologised
for this infamy.

Then there are young
tribal leaders from different
part of the country who
also have a story to tell.
One of them said after he
got his Masters Degree in
Social Work from TISS,
Mumbai and worked for a
couple of years, he
wondered if the sole
purpose of his life was to
get education, get a job,
marry, have kids and then
die. He tried to explore the
larger purpose of life and
started to educate poor

children from the tribal
community pro-bono. He
felt that they should also get
the best education that he
was deprived of in his
childhood. And there are
many such inspirational
stories that restore your faith
in humanity. These young
people are poised for
leadership but they also
worry that if they get into
politics, they will be
subsumed by the system.

It is a travesty of
democracy that those we
elect as leaders ultimately
serve themselves and their
interests. When we vote we
believe our collective
interests will be taken care
of. But does that ever
happen? How do elected
representatives represent
our aspirations when they
have not spoken to us and
assessed our needs? They
represent a political
ideology. Does that
ideology take case of our
aspirations as citizens?
People accept democracy
because of the perception
that people we elect
represent us and that
through our representatives
we are governing ourselves.
But isn’t this a symbolic
representation? When
political parties nominate
their own candidates only
because of his/her
winnability, which of course
is based on the candidate’s
money power, then is that
doing justice to people’s
aspirations? We can blame
people for taking money but
that is because politicians
have first taught them what
patronage democracy is. So
aren’t we moving further
and further away from
governing ourselves when
we don’'t even have a voice?
And do we think we need to
change this? Is there a talk-
back system that we now
have to create so that we can
call out our
“representatives’ when they
cease to represent us but
work for their personal
interests?

In Meghalaya, can we
name one candidate who
after becoming minister
would want to give up his/
her creature comforts and
live a minimalist lifestyle as
an example for other young
leaders to follow? That
indeed would be asking too
much. The moment our
politicians are elected they
are quick to seek their dues.
And those dues are a SUV

with personal security and
a whole list of other perks.
Everyone is in the game of
grabbing. No one wants to
give away anything unless
they get something in
return. | am not sure that
this is how the tribal value
system works. Look at the
avarice as far as land is
concerned. People don’t
seem to have enough of
land. The wealthier they are
the more land they want to
acquire. And who do they
acquire such land from?
There are the poor who
need to sell out land due to
some domestic
compulsions. But it is also
a fact that the so-called
‘community land’” which is
supposed to be held by the
so-called custodians of
Khasi customary practices
namely the traditional
institutions headed by the
Syiem and the District
Councils are actually the

agents for turning
community land into
privately owned
“property.” | am now

seriously beginning to
wonder if there is indeed
the concept of community
land in Khasi society. If
there were, then how come
only a few Khasi clans are
termed as “zamindars”
while the rest are landless?
Of course no one wants to
raise these uncomfortable
questions since we are all
in cahoots. How | wish we
had a courageous
government that will bring
in the cadastral survey so
that we know who owns
how much land and where.
This is where true
leadership comes in. Will
Meghalaya ever give birth
to that leader who will not
think of the self first but
who will have the courage
of conviction to change
some of the pernicious
practices that have created
a depraved system? When
it comes to the worship of
wedth weareall inthe same
boat.

Yet we cannot lose hope
for the young too are
disillusioned and impatient
for change. One hopes that
institutions created by
selfless visionaries that
envisioned the MRA (lofC)
will bring that much needed
change. We need to mentor
many more young leaders
so that we can create that
critical mass that will bring
things to a tipping point.
May that silent prayer of
many who have no voice
but who yearn to see a
better future, be heard!

TOTHE EDITOR

Thomas Jones
Day
Editor,

I thank Rev Lyndan Syiem
for the corrections to my
letter. His description of

Jones's linguistic
contributions is much
appreciated.

The purpose of my letter
was twofold: If we wish to
ascribe to Thomas Jones the
appellation of ‘Father’, of
what should this
‘Fatherhood’ be? He seems
to be commonly described as
the ‘Father of the Khasi
Alphabet’ but his gravestone
in Kolkata carries this further
with the inscription, "The
founding father of the Khasi
alphabets and literature."
One would argue that
‘founding’ and ‘father’ are
redundant, but that is just
semantics. What was
objected to was the Shillong
Times front page extending
this even further to ‘ Father of
Khasi Language’.

The second point of the
letter was to point out our
cultural inclinations. When
religious conversion takes
place, cultural proselytization
also seems to happen. So we
not only adopt the new
religion, but adopt the
lifestyle, socia mores, names
of children etc. of the country
or society from where the new
religion was brought from.
Whether this threatens our
cultura roots and identity is
an important point. We also
seem to honour these
foreigners with holidays. But
apart fromthreemartial heroes
and freedom fighters, in our
own state we have not
honoured any litterateur such

as Soso Tham, Homiwell
Lyngdoh or Hamlet Bareh.
Yours €tc.,

Glenn C. Kharkongor,
Viaemail

A dlur on
secularism

Editor,

It is a matter of great
concern that these days
some people have mustered
SO much courage as to
openly lynch Muslims and
Dadlits all over the country.
Recently on June 24, a
young Mudlim youth, Tabrez
Ansari  was Kkilled in
Jharkhand. Another youth
Sharukh was insulted in the
train in West Bengal and so
many such incidents are

occurring all over the
country.
They are trying to destroy

democracy and secularism in
this country. It seems that
they want to defame the
glorious face of the largest
democracy in the world. It is
high time to unite against
these elements and promote
communa harmony. | want to
draw the attention especialy
of the members of the
parliament to pay heed to this
serious issue and to take
steps to prevent such
incidents in futire.
Ja hind
Yours €tc.,
Jamil Ahmed,
Mumbai

- Cow
vigilantism
Editor,

Cow-vigilantism reared
its ugly head again in

Kerala where cow dlaughter
is not banned. Six men in a
car waylad a van
transporting cattle in a
North Kerala district early
on Monday, dragged out
the driver and his assistant
and assaulted them in a
suspected case of cow
vigilantism. A cow-farm
owner had bought the
cattle from Ismail, aseller in
neighbouring Karnataka
and the cattle were being
brought to Kerala

Cow-slaughter is
banned in Karnataka and
middlemen who buy cattle
from the state usually
transport them either to
Kerala or Goawhere beef is
freely eaten and cow
slaughter is not an issue.
This has led to friction in
Karnataka where Sangh
Parivar groups object to the
sale of cattle for slaughter.
On earlier occasions too,
there were reports of cow-
vigilantism in Kasaragod,
the northern district of
Kerala and the latest one
was in April last year when
a group waylaid a van
transporting cattle from
Mangalore.

Though | am personally
averse to killing cows or
goats for eating, | do not
oppose the practice of
consumption of beef by
others so as to strike a
harmony between the two
groups. Let us promote the
idea of ‘live and let live.” It
must be borne in mind that
the entire population of the
world except certain
sections of people in India
have included mest in their
daily diets and it would be
foolish to oppose others
who wish to eat beef. Once

we try to be more

understanding then we will
be more tolerant.

Yours €tc.,

TK Nandanan,

Kochi - 15

Cryingfoul to
savenature

Editor,

World Environment Day
is celebrated every year in
Meghalaya along with the
whole world. Nonetheless,
the celebration of June 5
every year has proved to
be futile as the message is
yet to influence the general
mass. Why so many
hundreds of truck loads of
stones are supplied to a
neighbouring  country
everyday from Meghaaya,
thereby creating
unnecessary chaos at the
border crossing. Isit not the
destruction of the natural
environment of the state in
particular and the country
as awhole? So many heavy
machineries are set in to
destroy the hills of the state.
It is aso tearing down the
serenity and calmness that
attracts tourists in the state
both domestic and foreign
to savour its picturesque
beauty. Accumulation of
debris by the sides of the
charming winding roads as
seen today adds nothing
but only repulsiveness. It
may be reminded that
tourism is a great industry
today. If we turn and look
towards Bhutan we can
very well understand the
importance and magnitude
of tourism that has
christened the mountain
country as the Switzerland

of Asia Ironicaly, the nation
which is asking for the
stones is quite discreetly
preserving its own resources
of the non-metallic mineral.
One wonders when our
people will realise this
travesty. Ultimately who will
be losing out? Obvioudly it
is our next generation. What
will we answer them when
they raise the question of
why such destruction? It is
high time we understand and
stop the menace or simply
remain satisfied with the
expression of sincere
apology for the devastation
when nothing will beleft with
us to offer and contribute
towards

preservation.

environment

Yours etc.,
Bibhash Dhar,
Viaemail

India’ swealth
stacked abroad

Editor,

The Standing Committee
of Finance tabled a report in
the Lok Sabha on Monday,
which should indeed baffle
everyone. The report brings
to the fore a shocking
information that some
Indians have stashed almost
an unaccounted wealth of Rs.
9L crore outside the country
over various periods between
1980 and 2010. The studies
conducted by the three
ingtitutes have found that the
sectors where unaccounted
income is found to be the
highest included real estate,
mining, pharmaceuticas, pan
masala, gutka, tobacco,
bullion, commodity, film and
education. However, there are
no religble estimates of black

money  generation or
accumulation; neither isthere
an accurate well-accepted
methodology for making
such estimation.

The report also made
some negative observations
about the Union
Government’s efforts to fight
the menace of unaccounted
income. It may berecalled that
the panel headed by
Congress leader M.
Veerappa Moily  had
submitted its report to the
Lok Sabha speaker on March
28, 2019 well before the
dissolution of the 16th Lok
Sabha. The Committee would
expect the Ministry of
Finance to continue their
efforts with greater vigour to
unearth and bring to book
unaccounted income/wealth
both within and outside the
country including follow-up
action on the seven reports
of the specia investigation
team constituted on black
money as well as the three
study reports on estimation
of unaccounted money.
Thus, the Committee expects
more fruitful outcomes on
this count, both in terms of
much wider tax base as well
as actual yield.
Undoubtedly, the report is
expected to spark a BJP-
Congress fight in the Lok
Sabha very soon since the
report has criticized the
Government’s efforts for
bringing back black money
as being inconsistent. If the
Government sincerely takes
practical steps to unearth the
unaccounted money, it will
be a right step to hit a real
jackpot.

Yours €tc.,
TK Nandanan,
Kochi — 15

BJP putting pressure on Bengal

police to corner Trinamool

Amit Shah
determined to achieve
“Misson 2021"

By Arun Srivastava

The role that police play
in shaping the dynamics and
dimension of political
system in West Bengal
decides the future character
of the polity and the nature
of the party which would rule
the state. Political parties
have ruled the state, but it
has been the police who
helped them come to power
and run the government.

Though any change of
political dimension is
attributed to the ideological
policy preferences, the fact
remains that the changes
often relate to the dynamics
of dominance and not
specifically to the ideology.
The political changes are
often projected as outcome
of ideological change but it
is the material gain and
element of economic
empowerment that
underlines the political
change not the ideology.
Ideology often loses its
relevance.

The defeat of Congressin
1967 was described as the
ascension of Marxism in
Bengal. But it soon became
clear that it was more for
sharing power and getting
the share in the financial
gains than becoming an
ardent Marxist. If the
communist parties had
succeeded in imparting
ideological orientation and
indoctrinated their
supporters then they ought
to not have lost power to

has proved to be more
organisationally profitable
for the BJP. A week back the
BJP had organised rally
near Lalbazar, the police
headquarters. Two years
ago, the BJP had also
organised asimilar march to
the Kolkata Police
headquarters, which had
also resulted in clashes.

This is the tactical move
of the BJP to politicise the
police and to send the
message to its rank and file
that police would not harm
them. Getting the police
protection is the prime
consideration of the rank
and files of any political
party. The close nexus
between the police and
political parties has
politicised the police in the
state.

Kailash Vijayvargiya,
senior BJP leader in-charge
of West Bengal is certain
that people will overthrow
Mamata Banerjee
government very soon. He
is right. The politics that is
being practiced by the BJP
would eventualy pave the
path for its ascension to
power. The spurt in political
violence in the state after
2019 election results
underline that a
transformation is under
way.

BJP has come to redise
that in order to order to
throw out Mamata from
power it is imperative that

TheBJP'sdifferenceswith the Trinamool
Congressintensified with clashes
breaking out between wor ker sof the
saffron party and thepoliceinthestate.
WhileBJP hasbeen identifyingthe
Trinamool asitsprimeenemy, in most of
theclashesthepolicewasat thetar get of
theBJP cadres. Confrontationwith
policehasproved tobemore
organisationally profitablefor the BJP.

Mamata Banerjee or turn to
BJP in 2019 election for their
survival. Their ideological
orientation was completely a
false pretention was proved
by the desertion of the large
scale of cadres during the
Lok Sabha election this year
and embracing the fascist
nationalist ideals.

It would not be
exaggeration to say that
Indian politics is non-
ideological. It is a fact that
political parties irrespective
of their colour differ very
little on core economic
principles. Look at the
changes that the BJP has
undergone. This party was
described as the party with
difference. Its leaders
claimed that they would be
pursuing different economic
policies than was practiced
by the Congress.

But what we saw was that
the BJP government headed
by Narendra Modi simply
followed in the footsteps of
Congress and precisely of Dr
Manmohan Singh. So far no
aternate political line could
be propounded by BJP
about economic
development. The Modi
government has not evolved
its own economic policy.

After India secured
independence in 1947, a
fierce debate took place
within the Congress Party
over its policy outlook. BJP
under the leadership of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee pursued a
moderate  position, a
decision that provoked the
RSS to open front against
him.

The BJP's differences
with the Trinamool Congress
intensified with clashes
breaking out between
workers of the saffron party
and the police in the state.
While BJP has been
identifying the Trinamool as
its prime enemy, in most of
the clashes the police was at
the target of the BJP cadres.
Confrontation with police

the police should be
neutralised and made to
follow the saffron line. The
recent clashes make it
apparent that the BJP has
been targeting the police
with this intention. Most of
the violent incidents had
taken place in North 24
Parganas district, an area
which was the Marxist
bastion. In recent times
they have joined the BJP.
The BJP must tread
cautiously as the former
Marxist may desert the
saffron any day they find
convenient.

The BJP has been
targetting the police with
twin objectives; first, to
weaken the hold of Mamata
on police and create a
sense of panic in he police
so that in future they keep
a distance from her and
TMC.

During its  ruled
Trinamool has politicised
the police. Now, with the
change in the political
scenario in Bengal, the
government appears to be
losing control over police.
This is evident from large
scale desertion from the
TMC to the BJP. These
politicians cannot survive
without the police support.
BJP leaders have been
openly advising and even
warning the police that
Mamata's ‘time is up’ and
they should either work
properly or face the
consequences after the BJP
comes to power in Bengal.

It is worth mentioning
that before the polls,
Mamata Banerjee had
written a strongly-worded
letter to the Election
Commission condemning
the transfer of four senior
police officers in the state.
Their removal came after the
BJP lodged complaints that
they are working on behal f
of the ruling Trinamool
Congress government. (IPA
Service)
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“ One thing an exceptional employee
never says is, 'That's not in my job descrip-
tion." Exceptional employees work outside

the boundaries of job descriptions.”

---TravisBradberry
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Revisiting Kashmir
CLEARLY, oneof thetop itemson the agenda of
thesecond Modi termisKashmir. A tough homemin-
ister likeAmit Shahiscurrently engaged in effortsat
setting thingsright there. Thefirst step forward for
the Centreisto extend Central rule there for six
moremonths. Thiswould mean éectionstothestate
assembly canwait even asthe Lok Sabhapollswere
held there successfully. Thescenarioin Kashmir be-
ingwhatitis, astraight approachisneither likely nor
expected from the government. AstheSituation stand
today, Central ruleislikely to continue there for
longer periodsthan even the six monthsfor which
Parliament’s nod was sought by the home minister

on Friday.

The BJP' s alliance with the PDP of Mehbooba

Mufti, which saw thewoman leader heading agov-

ernment with the saffron party as her partner for a

coupleof years, did not yield good results. Keeping
the Congressaway from power thereby itself meant
little. That period saw stone-peltingincidentsat se-
curity forcesrisngtohighlevels. Atthegroundlevd,
the PDPthrew itshands up. Copswere handi capped

by the“ soft” attitude displayed by the M ehbooba

dispensation and the scenario was brought under
control only after themilitary took up the challenge.

Thekilling of young Burhan Wani, commander of a

militant outfit that drew inspiration from Pakistan, by
security forcesin July 2016 hel ped changethe sce-
nariofor the better, but only to an extent. It sent out

astrong warning to the militants. The Mehbooba

government’sdecision to set freethelarge number
of youthsarrested for stone-pelting incidentswasone
among the many wrong steps taken by the PDP-
BJP government there. Those attacking the security
forcesrequired to be dealt with astrong hand.

TheL ok Sabhapollsfor thesix seatsinthe state
showed that three seats each went to the BJP and
the National Conference. It wasawashout for the
PDPwhich had held three seatsinthelast Lok Sabha,
asalso to the Congress. Amit Shah'stwo-day visit
to the state this week preceded his Bill to extend
centra rule. Kashmir requirestimeto hedl. The Centre
now planslong-term steps. PM Modi who haswon
ahuge mandateto rulethe nation must act decisively
to restore normalcy in J&K. He hasthe nation’s
backing. Giventhecomplexitiesinvolvedinthesae's
governance, an extension of Central rulefor nowis

inevitable

Railway privatisation programme gets a fresh impetus

Agitated employeesunions
planningfor protest action

OnJuly 19, 2019, the day
dawned normally for the
people of Rae Bareli. In the
busy national highway that
passes through this small
town in the constituency of
Congress leader Sonia Gan-
dhi, people were going
about their daily routines
normally. Unexpectedly,
there was a sudden commo-
tion. Thousands of people
suddenly marching through
this small town shouting
slogans disturbed its morn-
ing serenity. It turned out
to be a protest rally by the
workers of the Modern
Coach Factory belonging
to the Indian Railways.

The protest was to de-
nounce the 100-Day Action
Plan announced the previ-
ous day by the Railway
Ministry. As a part of this
100-day plan, Indian Rail-
ways had announced priva-
tisation of production units
of railways, and the Railway
Board had even scheduled
a consultation meeting with
thisagendaon 27 June 2019.
As afirst step towards this,
corporatisation of Rae
Barely coach factory was
announced in the plan it-
self. As soon as this an-
nouncement came, all the
4000 workers spontane-
ously came out, took out a
rally in protest, and then
went on a strike. After this
strike, the 27 June meeting
was cancelled by the Rail-
way Board. The state-of-art
Modern Coach Factory was
inaugurated by Sonia Gan-
dhi in 2007. When Modi
visited Rae Bareli in Decem-
ber 2018, during his elec-
tion campaign, he al'so went
around the coach factory.
Coming out, he announced
that the factory would be
made a global hub of coach
production. However, as
part of his government’sfist
moves he opted to put it on
a chopping block. As Rae
Bareli was the sole constitu-
ency in Uttar Pradesh to
defy the Modi wave to elect
Sonia Gandhi, he perhaps
did this with malicious glee
as an act of vendetta. As
numerous ancillaries had
come up, the economy of
the town too revolved
around this factory. So the
local population too is an-
gry with Modi for his ven-
detta. The government has
been elected for five years
and coming up for a flash
action plan only for the first
hundred days can be noth-
ing but a gimmick. Privati-
sation of Railways, or even
parts of it, cannot be a 100-
day affair either. Then why
make long-term policy an-
nouncements part of an im-

By B. Sivaraman

mediate action plan?

This announcement was
contradictory to the earlier
announcements, and
hence the announcements
of Modi Government do
not carry credibility. In
April 2017, the then Rail-
way Minister Suresh
Prabhu categorically ruled
out privatisation underlin-
ing thefact that Indian Rail-
ways had to meet social
obligations to the tune of
Rs. 30,000-35,000 crore
through subsidies, pas-
senger rates and other
concessions. On 11 June
2018, the new Railway
Minister Piyush Goyal who
replaced him too reiterated
the same saying, “"Let me
makeit very clear that there
are no plans to privatise
railways, either now or
ever". And privatisation of
railways is the prominent
agenda in the 100-Day Ac-
tion Plan of the Railway
Ministry!

It is not that Modi’s
ministers were taken una-
wares. They were plainly
lying through their teeth.
They themselves were
steering the multi-faceted
privatisation process that
was already on. Neo-liberal
theory of privatisation un-
dergoes modification in
Indiawith an Indian imprint
—privatisation is just an in-
vestment opportunity for
private sector and such an
investment opportunity is
also a lucrative opportu-
nity for cuts, kickbacks and
political fund-raising.

As far back as in 2017
itself the Railway Ministry
under Suresh Prabhu circu-
lated a draft cabinet note
to various ministries seek-
ing their response to hand-
ing over 400 railway sta-
tions on a 45-year lease to
the private sector for rede-
velopment. It was a differ-
ent matter that the pro-
posal met with alukewarm
response from private par-
ties. After drawing up an
unnecessary ambitious
plan of redevelopment of
railway stations for Rs.1
lakh crore, Piyush Goyal
recirculated the note in
January 2018 with a modi-
fied proposal involving 600
railways stations on a 99-
year lease! He did thiswith
the blessings of the PMO
despite objection from the
Finance Ministry, which
wanted the lease period to
be restricted to 60 years
only. To further push his
proposal, the Manduadih
Railway Station in Modi’s

constituency of Varanasi
was developed into a
swanky showpiece resem-
bling Frankfurt Airport at a
huge cost! Even before
Cabinet clearance, the Rail-
way Ministry has embarked
upon a path of modernisa-
tion of 50 such stations ini-
tially through Indian Rail-
way Station Development
Corporation (IRSDC)at an
initial cost of Rs.7500 crore
in 2019 itself, involving pri-
vate sector through PPP.

Corporatisation and PPP
aretheinitial steps at priva-
tisation. Not just IRSDC,
several parts of Railways
activity have been hived off
and converted into corpo-
rations like Container Cor-
poration of India
(CONCOR), Rail IndiaTech-
nical and Economic Serv-
ices (RITES), a Railways
consultancy and infrastruc-
ture development firm, In-
dian Railway Construction
Co. Ltd. (IRCON),Indian
Railways Catering and Tour-
ism Corporation (IRCTC)
and Railtel Corporation of
India are a few examples. A
closer scrutiny of their fi-
nances shows that almost
all of them are dependent on
Railway Budget over-
whelmingly for their busi-
ness. Though they have
been listed as public limited
companies, it is a different
matter that no private entre-
preneur has come forward
to touch them even with a
barge pole leave alone tak-
ing them over.

While Piyush Goyal has
announced a target of 100
per cent electrification, he
has also declared his inten-
tion to privatize 30,000 kms
of power transmission lines
to earn Rs. 30,000 crores.

Indian Railways also
aims to earn about Rs.
50,000 croreover thenext 10
years from commercialisa-
tion of rail land near sta-
tions, another indirect route
to privatization.

And now the 100-Day
Action Plan of the Ministry
of Railways has announced
handing over the running of
trains to private companies.
Misleading unofficial re-
ports are saying that only
two routes would be priva-
tized initially on an experi-
mental basis in low-conges-
tion and low-revenue
routes. When contacted
about this, Mr. Ilango, Vice-
President of the Dakshin
Railway Employees Union
(DREU) says, “The actual
proposal is to hand over
even premier trains like

Rajdhani and Shatabdi and
high-premium routes like
inter-city expresses and
routes running along the
Golden Quadrilateral and
those linking tourist and
pilgrimage centres to pri-
vateparties. RITESwrongly
estimated that at present 25
per cent of the railway
workers are surplus and
proposed downsizing. If 25
per cent of the railway
routes, especially the lucra-
tive ones, are privatised, the
threat would bereal and half
the railway workers would
have to go home”.

“The dedicated freight
corridor funded by Japan
and the World Bank has al-
ready been handed over to
the Dedicated Freight Cor-
ridor Corporation of India
(DFCCIL) and though it is
the Indian Railways which
has to pay back the money,
under the World Bank in-
struction, it has to pay for
the goods trains it runs
through the corridor as it
will involve private compa-
nies to build and operate
large parts of that corridor”,
Ilango adds. “Bibek Debroy
Committee recommended
amendment to the Indian
Railways Act to set up a
Railway Development Au-
thority to handover rail
routes to private operators.
In 2017, privatization of
parts of Railways opera-
tions has been started
based on just a cabinet de-
cision. Now without even
setting up a Railway Devel-
opment Authority, routes
are being privatized. It is
patently illegal”, he claims.
Bibek Debroy, who is now
aNiti Aayog member, wants
Indian Railways to shed its
social service obligations
like concessional faresto 53
categories like the handi-
capped and senior citizens
amounting to Rs. 33,000
crore in 2014, which ac-
counted for 67 per cent of
the total passenger rev-
enueof Rs. 49,000 crorethat
year. Hewantsthe Railways
to shed schools, hospitals,
and printing presses and 5
presses have aready been
closed down. This is also
an advocacy to favour pri-
vate sector as private
corporates would not foot
the bill”, another CITU
leader says. “If the Modi
Government doesn’t give
up the new proposals for
privatisation, an indefinite
al-Indiastrike would be in-
evitable and a couple of
days of strike can cripple
the Indian economy”, Mr.
Ilango warns. Rae Bardli is
apointer to that! (IPA Serv-
ice)

CAU: The
missed
opportunity

Editor,

Years ago and more fre-
quently during the recent
months, the question of set-
ting up of the Central Agri-
cultural University (CAU) in
Meghalaya has come up in
the local papers, and some
politicianstried to claim credit
as if the said University is
going to come up due to their
own efforts. The fact, how-
ever, is that we have missed

the opportunity offered on a

silver platter.

As Secretary, Government
Meghalaya, | was holding the
charge of Agriculture Depart-
ment for five long years from
1990till December 1995 when
| was promoted and trans-
ferred as Commissioner &
Secretary. Since, | still remem-
ber something about the Uni-
versity proposed to be set up
in the state, let me try to let
the public know what had
gone wrong.

If | remember correctly, it
was way back in 1985 when,
without our asking, the Cen-
tral Government offered to set
up the Central Agricultural
University in Meghal aya, with
campuses of different disci-
plines in neighboring states.
It was indeed a specia and
specific offer for our state. To
look into the proposal, a Cabi-
net Committee was formed.

By thetime | took charge of
the Department, it appears,
the Committee had already
had three sittings, but it is
not known what transpired
in the meeting as no pro-
ceedings were recorded.

The views of different
departments such as Per-
sonnel, Planning, and Fi-
nance etc. departments
were also sought for. They
agreed on one point: that
the state had no manpower
of its own to fill up techni-
cal posts particularly at the
higher and top levels. As
such, setting up of the said
University would lead to
influx of scientists and
other staffs as well from
outside the state. That, to
my opinion, threw a span-
ner in the works and de-
railed the whole idea of set-
ting up the University in the
state.

From time to time, the
Central Government re-
minded the State Govern-
ment if it was willing to ac-
cept the proposal. In the
meanwhile, some
neighboring states were
vying for the University in
their state with offers of
land for the purpose. As our
Government showed no
keenness and was procras-
tinating, the Central Gov-
ernment finally and perhaps
reluctantly yielded to the
demand of the Manipur
Government, and the Uni-
versity was set up in Imphal
under the Central Agricul-

tural University Act, 1992.
Even after this the Cen-
tral Government had a soft
corner for Meghalaya and
offered for setting up of the
Post-graduate Centre in
pure Agriculture in the
state. To be able to make a
concrete response, efforts
were made to find suitable
land for the purpose. But to
find required amount of
land for such a purpose in
Meghalayais next to impos-
sible. We approached the
then Director of ICAR,
Barapani, if the ICAR could
spare some of its land for
the purpose. He said that
the Post-graduate Centre
would require much land
particularly for Demonstra-
tion Farms, and the ICAR
itself was already short of
land to meet its requirement.
Then it was time for me
to leave the Agriculture
Department but | kept no
track of what transpired af-
terwards. What | can say
now is — we were petty
minded, short-sighted, we
woke up too late, and
thereby missed the golden
opportunity to have the
University. | am not sure if
we sincerely need it now or
are just trying to make a
noise. In any event, we are
ourselves to blame our-
selves and there is no point
in crying hoarse now.

Yours etc.,
H.Chinkhenthang

(IAS Retd),

Ex-Principal Secretary,

Government of
Meghalaya

Municipal
Board and its
entanglements

Editor,

The Shillong Municipal
Board at this very juncture
seems to be caught in a di-
lemma as to what is the
next course of action that
it can resort to, consider-
ing the precarious situa-
tion it isin; with many as-
sociations and groups tak-
ing the Board to the Judi-
ciary, for every action it
has taken. The Municipal
Board because of the
plethora of litigations
against it has now taken a
back seat, and more so be-
cause of the various del-
egations seeking interven-
tion of authorities, by cit-
ing issues such as human
rights among others,
which has indeed driven
the Board to reverse gear
rather than forward.

A year ago the city was
brought to a complete
standstill in the aftermath
of an incongruous incident
between two communities.
However, the high point of
theimbroglio is that the 20
odd days of standoff only
resulted in maximum inju-
ries (barring the rioters)
caused to officials of po-

lice department, and since
the return to normalcy noth-
ing concrete has emerged.
As we al know, as of today
there are two areas within
Shillong City which are be-
ing occupied by the Sikh
(Punjab) Community, i.e. in
Laitumkhrah (also known as
Sweepers Lane or GoraLine
near Lumsohra) and one is
in lew Mawlong. Both these
areas have been inhabited
by this community a long
time ago but the crux of the
matter that needs to be ad-
dressed is that, both these
areas were allotted to em-
ployees of Municipal Board
who were employed for
cleaning the wards falling
under Municipal areas and
not for renting, subletting or
any other activities. This
sadly is not the case, which
is evident when one passes
by these areas.

The efforts of the Board
to relocate the residents of
the contentious area seems
to have hit a dead end, be-
cause asimple action as pre-
paring of inventories could
not be completed even after
ayear, and no one knows as
to how many more attempts
it will take for them to com-
plete the required task. The
idea of relocating the resi-
dents is dawning as an im-
probablereality, asthe Board
is not as equipped as com-
pared to Nayagoan Munici-
pa Council of Punjab which
has issued demolition no-
tices on December 27, 2018

to the owners of at least 60
houses in Singha Devi, a
locality next to the Shivalik
Hills in Mohali District, to
pave way for a road from
neighbouring Nada village
to Kaimbwala, Chandigarh
or as the Greater Mohali
Area Development Author-
ity (GMADA) which had
razed to the ground around
70 pucca houses, all ille-
galy constructed, during a
demolition drive at
Behlolpur village located
behind the Civil Hospital,
Phase 6, in Mohali (Punjab)
on February 11, 2019.
Perhaps the Shillong
Municipal Board needs to
learn from them as to how
it was possible for these
authorities to facilitate de-
velopment through demo-
lition without violating hu-
man rights. The Board has
aready given the commu-
nity two plots of land in the
heart of the city, and if suc-
cessful will be giving them
some more land after relo-
cation. Perhaps before
swimming in deep waters,
the Board can plan proper
housing systems in the a-
ready available land within
Laitumkhrah, prior to part-
ing with another land of
theirs, which in the years
to come may also drag the
Board into peril and litiga-
tions, thus becoming a d§ja
vu al over again.
Yours etc.,
B SLator,
Shillong

Lynching programmeis
continuingin Modi’ssecond term

Saffron cadres
carelittlefor
PM’s‘warning’

By Arun Srivastava

A new saffron govern-
ment has come to occupy the
coveted throne of prime min-
ister. People vouch that
Modi has undergone change
and so his approach to the
contour of social relations.
His opening remark at the
MP's meeting strengthened
the belief that he is a changed
ruler and has now developed
soft corner even for the Mus-
lims for whom he had high
level of hate.

But this assessment does
not appear to be true. Mus-
lims continue to be the ob-
ject of hate. Lynching of the
Muslims continues una-
bated. During the first term o
f Modi, the saffron mercenar-
ies chose some false alibis
like transporting and carry-
ing beef, after his fresh in-
stallation the vigilantes are
resorting to the same tactics.

The saffron vigilantes in-
dulging in lynching of the
Muslims are more precious
for the prime minister,
Narendra Modi than
strengthening India’s rela-
tion with USA, the best
friend of Modi amongst the
global fraternity as claimed
by the BJP leadership.

A week back the US State
Department had released a
report on international reli-
gious freedom mentioning
that BJP office-bearer were
indulging in hate speech and
the Modi government was
protecting cow vigilante
groups. Just after the report
hit the public domain, BJP
accused the U.S. State De-
partment of a “clear bias”
against the government of
Narendra Modi and the BJP.
Significantly the annual re-
port “The cow vigilante men-
ace: U.P.” records highest
number of incidents

The 2018 report which
was released by Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo had
listed 18 attacks against
“Non-Hindu and Dalit” vic-
tims, in which 8 people were
killed in violence linked to
cow protection. The state
authorities and officials
never accept the bruta kill-
ings of the Muslims as an act
carried out by saffron merce-
naries. Often they cite these
cases and allegations
against the victims as false.

No doubt Modi and BJP
leaders have deplored vio-
lence against minorities and
weaker sections, but their
move was half hearted. They
were never serious in their
condemnation. Authorities
often protected perpetrators
from prosecution,” the report
said, adding that a “crack-
down” on one Christian
group in Jharkhand was part
of “a ploy to discredit the
organisation as part of the
State government’s anti-
Christian agenda.”

If there is no design be-
hind the lynching of the
Muslims then why is the
government so protective to
the vigilantes. The govern-
ment’s action and its machi-
nation to put the victims in
bad light, as being butchers
or beef eaters or thieves,
sends the strong message of
a grand design behind anti-
minority violence.

Interestingly while Modi
and some of his senior min-
isterial colleagues try to
project the government as
the saviours of the Muslims
most of the party leaders
make inflammatory speeches
against minority communi-
tiesaimed at inciting the com-
munal hatred.

Replying to the debate on
president’s speech in Parlia-
ment on Wednesday, Modi
expressed surprise why
Jharkhand was singled out.
Modi was absolutely right.
When the lynching has been
taking place in other states
why only Jharkhand was be-
ing targeted? The reason is
simple the vigilante goons
have become quite active in
the state after the Modi gov-
ernment came to power. The
state had been in lime light
for lynching maximum

number of Muslims and
dalits. They are the van-
guards of Hindutva and
have launched their mission
from Jharkhand.

In Jharkhand, the fresh
incident of lynching com-
bining with acommunal mo-
tive took place on May 22.
The murder of 24-year-
Tabrej in Jharkhand days
after he was brutally beaten
by a mob is a sordid re-
minder that the disturbing
phenomenon of lynching
continues to dictate the
politics of the state.

The victim a Muslim
came under the suspicion of
amob, which chose to mete
out vigilante justice. The
crime would not have got
exposed if some one in
crowd had not recorded it.
Crowd forcing him to shout
‘Jai Sri Ram’ and ‘Jai
Hanuman’, confirmed that
vigilante justice and lynch
mentality confirmed the
fact that communal motive
has been dictating the poli-
tics of the state.

The apex court noted, “It
is distressing that lynching,
as a consequence of
vigilantism, communal big-
otry and the dissemination
of hate messages and ru-
mours on social media, has
acquired the status of a pre-
ponderant social trend.
Rising intolerance and
growing polarisation ex-
pressed through [a] spate
of incidents of mob vio-
lence cannot be permitted
to become the normal way
of life or the normal state of
law and order”. Neverthe-
less lynching of Ansari
shows that the problem has
taken to a sinister form of
enforcing the chanting of
Hindu slogans by citizens
professing other religions.

Though Modi told the
Parliament that action ought
to be taken against killers,
he did not specify his role
init. He did clarify why his
government has been silent
on thisissue. What has in-
deed been shameful that his
government has adopted
the stance of passive si-
lence on the issue of police
and state administration
joining hands with the saf-
fron vigilantes to perpetrate
the crime.

In two other incidents
cow vigilantes beat up
three in M.P. for possession
of beef and three persons
were also beaten up in
Gurgaon area. In both cases
the police arrested the ac-
cused persons. But the
question ought to be an-
swered is why there has
been sudden spurt in lynch-
ing. What does this symp-
tom underline? It is a para-
dox that a powerful person
like him has been warning
the gau rakshaks, but these
mercenaries have refused to
listen to him

It is a paradox that the
vigilantes are not to be
cowed down by the warn-
ings of the most powerful
person in India. These mer-
cenaries have refused to lis-
ten to him. During 2018
Modi had warned the cow
vigilantes at least on four
occasions to refrain from
such activities. On June 29
last year in Ahmedabad he
came out with warning:
"Killing people in the name
of 'gau bhakti' is not accept-
able” But least bothered
of his warning these ele-
ments continue to indulge
in the heinous crime.
Though the Sangh leader-
ship and even Modi are
aware of the identity of the
gau rakshaks, to protect
them from public ire and
also prohibit them from giv-
ing a bad name to the RSS,
have been putting the blame
on criminals and anti so-
cias. In Jharkhand the po-
lice is not at al willing to
accept complaints against
these marauders. In some
stray cases it acted, but that
was eye wash exercise.

(IPA Service)
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In the land of waffles & Tintin

By Sujuy Dhar

hen you  think  of

Brusszels, the image

tlual conjures wp in

mind i3 ol S0

thing like a Pans of
Eiffel Toawes, Lowvie and pavement ca-
fes of Berlin with the semimants of the
wall and holocaust memones. Nenber
ol an Amslerdain wilh canal conses.

Well, when you think of Brussela you
rather ihink busiess  that of a staid
city whichis a hub of Europeai politics
aid economic decisien making the Eu-
ropean Union beadguartered lere,

Brussels indesd is considered the de
Eacte capital of the Evropean Uinion as
it hostg the official seas of the Eumo-
preait Coaitussion, Couicil of the Eo-
ropean Union, and European Council,
as well as a seal of the European Par-
lHament,

But there is much more 10 Brussels
than 1s EL msiimuiseas. It packs much
morg in ferms of archibestune, culiure
arsd Tood.

This year Brussels celebraged 150
vedis Of 113 tramway while the Bous-
eple-Capiial Kegion 8 ohserving 11
J0th anmiversary as it was formed in
Tuise 1989 as oae of the thres federal
regions of Belgiumm, along with Flan-
ders and Wallonia.

The Art Nouvean Legacy

Brussels has mof one but several
UMESCD herflage sites or spois or
rafher howses b take prade. In [9YE,
Bruszels’ fomous square, Grand Place,
made i1 o the UNESCO st and sisee
then more Brussels landimarks have
carmed their place on tle prestigious
1.

But before we talk about Brussels
amd its landimark howses and sites, led
us remember the man responsible for
Thes ghory, Yocior Haorta.

Son of a cobbler m Gilhent, Vielor
Horta boved music but when he was
12, e was theown eat from the Con
servatory om disciplinary groumd. He
then enrelled at Ghent Academy, in
the architeciune depariment. A1 15, be
bapzed bis ficst medal. Two vears late
he left for Pars and later retummed 1o
Belgium b waork There.

But it was lds design of Hotel Tassel
in 1893 that catapulied him to stardom
% an archmec].

His other masterpieces in Brussels
are Salv ay House [189H)L Maman do
People (1R9Y], b own bouse [mow
Horta  MMuseum,  1900)  depanment
siores snch as Inoovation (19HI3) and
Wancgques Warehonss | 190E),

a0 wi wondd sugeest that on day one
of vour stav, explore Brussels gifi io
the world, the revolutionary imovemend
called Ar Mouveaw that began around
L8 B was led by Vietor Horla, The
mcvenseil anfluenced mo pust the ar
clutecture of the city bui also the art of
that faime. 1."-.1|.'|'n']||'|y itd dovsain bo fiir-
niture 10 decorative ohpects, jewellery,
panitiing and sculpiuns.

S0 when in Brussels, along with your
toar of the the famsed central square of
Brussels, Gramd Palsce. take a walkimg
tour b cheek owt the Four major town
houses now mecopenized by UIMESCO,
Héeel Tassel, Htel Sodvay, Hitel van
Eetvelde, and Maison & Ateler Horta,
Ihe districts of Ivelles, Sadmt-Cialles,
Enerbeck and Schaerbock ane wisere
wau find the best ol A Mouvean.

Horla s works are characterised b
these buildings open plan, the diffu-
saovit oof lighit, and the brilliant joinivg of
the curvied lines of decoration with the
struciure of the olding.

Wisal 1o the Horta Museum at Saini-
Gilles which iz located in fle po-
vade howse and studio of Victer Horta
(18611947}

Built betwsen 1598 and 1901 &t 23-

Brussels is the birthplace of Art Nouveau architecture, the Tintin comic
strips and yes, the toothsome Belgian waffles and chocolates

1
oy
1 %

e

-

25, e Américeine im Saini-Gilles,
the two buildings nre best exomples of
Ari Mpuvenna 8t its peak. The inbzrior
retaims the mosnics, stoined glass. and
wall decornfions forming o harmom-
cts nied elegnmt whode, dowan tothe Last
detail,

Aomather Arl Mouveau gem in Bros-
szl im this ares 15 0 houss bl by -
chitect P Hankar in 1897 for painter 4.
Cinmberdani. The townhovse, which
mavw is the office of the Argentine em-
bassy, 15 0 monzon that includes dif-
terent mateniol 0 its fngade: iomaark,
bricks and narral stonz, This fagade
shows great ongmality and the archa-
tect's dedibernde rebosital of traditmonal
building cancepis,

These walking tours of the houses
can b followed by a visat bo onother
remarknhble house, Von Buoren Muse-
um {Househ. This house was bought in
1928 by the banker and patron Divid
van Buaren. It bas a onidoor architee-
ture typical of the Amsterdam Schoal,
while the mdoor decomtion chameter-
ises an Art Deco whole by Belginn,
French and Dutch designers

Thas is o imberesting visil m Brossels
tor connoizseurs of art and good inte-
nors sinee the van Bouren mnde thear
villn o living acndemy , wath mre fur-
miture, corpets. staned-glnss windows,
sculpures and inbermational  master-
pieces. This ‘private memory honse”
became o mussum m %73 according
i fhe testoment of Alice van Buuren,
the widow of David van Buuren,

The collection of puiings in this
honse represents five centaries of An
— Flemish pod Italion mesters from
thie 1 5th to the 19th century, s wedl ns

several ol paanhngs h:.' ther dwee sons ol

Bruegel, n school of Bembrandt, Guar-
di, Fontin-Latour, Ensor. or Van Gogh
When in thas house, surely keep some

i

{Top) A view of the Crramd Ploce; fabove) a shop seliing Tintin
sonvenirs in Brussels; ond chocolates ar Leonidas shop

tims te spend in the garden of over 1.5
hectares of lamd The garden compli-
ments e villa, The actonl parden is
made of the “Picturesque Garden’,

The Labynnth . and  The CGarden of

the Heari'. The ‘Picharesgque Garden’
was desgned by Jules Buyssens. o
landscape archibest, o the twenbies,
nnd represents the geometncal idens of
the Art Deco,

Grand Place

Brussels signnfure showpaece 15 sure-
Iy the Grand Flace, which was enlisted
as UNESCO World Herlage in 1598
While eminent French writer-wisual
artist Jean Coctean called if 8 “splendid
siage’. UNESCO sees this square as
being an outsionding exomple of the

eclectic and highly successtul Hending
of archatecturnl and ortishic styles that

chametenses the cultune nnd sociehy of

this region”. It “illustirates in an excep-
fonal way the evolution nnd nehieve-
ments of o highly successtul mercantile

city of northern Eurcpe at the height of

its prosperily”

Ciee the pride of the Hapsbarg Em-
pire, Grand Place hos been n market-
place since the 12th century, 1t was
hned by houses ond morket holls,
which are still mostly wooden

You ore bound o be pwed by the
gramdeur of ihe Grand Place with cma-
mental gable roods and gilded fondes
of the honses besides the pold-fligreed
roofiop sculptures. IF vou like minimal-
ism, this square wall appear Wi lowd o
il

According = Brussels tourism, the
Gioihic City Hall here wos bailt in the
1 3th century 1o thiree slages; 1t was also
m this cenlury Thai 1he gl,llk_l'\i eslahb-
lished themselves in the houses arouml
the Gramd Place, After being bontbard-
mad h:. Louis XI5 troops in 1655, it
wis plmost entirely rebuili

View from Mont des Aris

The Momt des Ars, or Konstherg,
means the “hill af the ars.” This green
urbian complex i heart of Brussels is o
must vigit, It offers quite n poneranic

view of plone trees and dhe spire of

Brussels' City Hall, From an ¢levoted
vaniage point on a clear sunmy day, vou
can alzo calch o ghmpse of the Koeksl-
berg Hosilica and the Atomimm, the
citv's nnother landmark since the 1958
Brussels Wiorlds Fair

kajor tounst attrnchions here ane the
Musical Instrumeni Muszum (MIM]
il Rayal Museums of Fine Arts, the
Faval Palnce, and the Cathedral of Si
Micheel and 5t Gudula

Situaed on the Morh-Sowh axis of

the city, BMont des Arts connecis the
lensner. '.1.-:'-r1-.|||g-.,'li|~:i Brussels with the
UpPer, nrstscratic pan,

The spot 15 Bamous for all kinds of or-
tistic netivibes, from concerts ot Boznr
o movies o exhibations at the Roval
Museums of ihe Fine Ars. Visii here w
immerse: 0 the culture of ihe city and
il5 grecm space

Comic Strip Center

Cnn o Brussels visit be complete with-
out fedlowing a truil of Tosdin™ Housed
i an impressive Art Mowveay buld-
ing. erented by none other than Victor
Herta in 1906, the Belpian Comic Sirip
Cenier is where you find it. It opened
in 1989, Among cihers Tintin olso lives
here

Yell, for Indians as well ns =0 many
nther nabionals, ETOWINE Up 85 n knd I:;'-
stepping inko adolescent, there was a
constnnl companienshap of Timtm, the
realistic vel coumagenns young Helgean
reporter created by cartoonist Georges
Remi, known by his pen nams, Herge,

S ps you slep inside, o giont replica
of o red amd white mooen rocket greets
vow You know immediately thet you
hove entered the world of Tintin pnd
other comic characters. Life-size mod-
els of ather famous comic senes greel

vou as well besides o bust stabue of

Timtin and a phodograph of his crentor,
Herge in ene comer of the stainvays

According 1o the centre, with more
than T comic strip nothors, Belgiom
hns mere comic strip arbisls per squone
kilometre than any ather country in the
woirld!

The comic stip in Belgivm has tran-
seenied from o popular mediam ot en-
tertaimment tor renders into an orl nnd
this Center spenks volumes ahoud that

The Belgion Comic Strip Center mar-

ries the Minth Ari {ithe combination of

visnal aris with merrating liberature)
and Art Mowveau, twe priishie forms
of expression w fuch have :|'I'.1..a:.-: Fa=en
pamiculary cherished in Brussels,
This kangdom of imagmation is thus
hoevme 10 somae of F|I,'|jl_lll,.||l1'x b st-knom
comic strip heroes: Tintin, Spirow. Bob
and Bobette, the Smurfs, Lucky Luke

Blake and Martimer, Marsupilami, etc
They are ong hig hoppy fomily of pa-
per heroes, Yes, the heart of European
comic strips bents in Brussels,

Waftles at Place Rovale,
Chaocolates from Leonidas

Before vou check out the LUNESCO
enlisted Grand Place. there is ome mors
city square im Hrussels to explore
While the Grand Place is all aboul
grandeur and history, one mone squire
i Brussels, and less crovwded, shoold
not he missed during vour walking
iour, It is the Place Royale or Kaning-
splein (Drutch: King's Square), a histor-
e peeclnssicn] square nenr the centre of
Brussels. The square bears memories
of Charles V, Holy Bomen Emperor
ihe Enights of the Golden Fleece, of
[sabella and Mare-Thérdse

While at the Place Rovale, do not
milss aub on having a bate of the {nmous
Belgian waflles sold by waffles trucks
{a retro Wolkswapen van)

You would spod one of those Vidlk-
swagen trucks night there selling wal-
fies like hot cakes, Belgian walfles are
of tn kindds, The Liege waffle {named
after the place Lizge) is smnll with
roneded edges, 1 is thick with lile
clomps of sugar. The Brossels walfle
15 larger, rectongular and highter, sprn-
kled with icing sugar

Wall if esting waffles is part of your
mibhling tur in Brssels, then you
surely do nol want te skip the choco-
lates. There are plenty of shops selling
chocololes for which Belgivm s fa-
meus, My Belgion friend Pierre Mas-
sart book me o Leomdas tor buving
fresh Belgian chocolates

For four gemerations, the Belgian Mas-
ter Chocolatier Leonidas has plied is
trnde with passion and mnde chocolates
with the freshest nataral ingredients

Moving Around in Brussels

Brissels is & very walkable city, You
can walk 25 much o5 you con. The not-
work of trams 15 fascinnting and you
wonld love tnking a tram in Brossels
for sure. A Brassels cand is advisahle
tor mdes along with necess b museums
and ather places of interest,

The fram network in Brossels cel-
chrated s 150h anmversary i Maoy
2009 Muost pablic transpert in the
Brussels-Capital Repion is orpanized
by the STIB (Société des Transparts in-
tercammauni brugelleisy, which also
runs the frams

The STIB petwork mchides metro
Imes, which comnmect the castern ond
western districts of the city. Pre-metm
lines (irams in the fmnels) complets
ihe metro service, A great many metro
lines also have above ground bus and
fram connections

Il you want to have a gourmet ex-
perience i trmm. Brissels oflers you
ihat. You can actually baord o tram thai
hos been fully decked owl s & modem
gourmiet resigurant

Aboard vou wall be served posx- or
seven-course meal pot together by top
Belgian chefs, whilst vou tour the meost
henubiinl |"'|iI'."."'i ol Brussels by I|I]__l11|
far tavo s,

Your can alzo visit the Trom Musewm
in Brussels, FENSTHFI
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freedom

By Madhumita Mookerii

& i mamdalory for women io wear
high heels at workplace? A rag-
ing debabe has been going on in
Japan where actress and writer
Yumi Ishikawn submitted a petition
i the country = labour ministry com-
ploinimg sgmnst an emplover-mposed
dhiktat thot makes high heels o poart of
women's dress code in office
Apparently, this has been o summer-
ing dissofislaction pmong the Jopo-
nese women workmg in the corporaie
sgptor . Oiherwise why did the petition
amass  mare than 23 000 signptures,
as per media reports, within a shoer
bime? o fmct, the comipapn recenved
support e the socinl medin m o
gKuToo hashing in o inke-oil on the
#MeToo movement with a pun on the
Japamese words tor shoe kutsu
el pain — ks
This s the lotest on this 1ssue whal
siarted i 20015 a5 Mgola Thorpe, o
recepiionist at finance firm PwC in
Londen, was sent home without pery
in Decembar, 2015, for wearing flat
shoes 1o work, Thorpe dug in her
heels, liternlly, ond started an online
compaign that gathered more  tham
52 A0 signatures, a5 per media re-
pris, and it even fgured in the Par-

linmend debates puiting pressure on
e government to review workplace
dress cmdes

A scene from The Devil
Wears Prada

Hut the govermment said lows
place were already  adequate 1o deal
with diserimination on gender grounds

a decision that Thorpe, who had
bagen directed e weor 2-4 inches of
heels 1o waork, called “n cop-oni™

The Brnsh government also reject-
e |'-'|'c:-'|'.n~;.5|l~c iroan woanmen o outlow
companies frem lforomg their wom-
en employees e wear high heels o
wiork

Festnictions have been on women s
ntiire for oges, including heels. One
can recall the old Chinese custom of
|'|_'¢|-h||u|1|'|g wn thal women woald
have doimty feed. Bemember the film
The Good Earth based on Pearl 5
Buck s story when you see the newly
married O-Lan finding it hard o keep
up with her husbamd on the villoge
rouid becouse her et could not cormy
her fast encugh? Buol lovang i this so-
colled scienific and progressive pge
a5 tadoy, foreing women to wear high-
heels at workploce when women have
e walk arourd ompteen tmes, and
not u tnshion-show mmp mind von,
they sezm out of symc indeesd

Set hy the heels

High heels and stilettos hove been
imnirmEie b Ehe akbre of the well-hesled
aed the fashiom conscions [or some
tirne mow, Bul for some, they could be
their Achilles heel don, pun miended

[t inwvalves the issue of choice too,

She ey like i add & fow inches fo

her height by wearing high heels,

bt the mement the powers that be
issue g dress diktad, those sams pair
of heels take that sociely o few sleps
gk Do regressive gender politics.

Says Ruchira Goswamid, feacher at
the Matienal University of Juridical

Sciences (MUIS), Kolkata, that mwo

onlly the archaic tradition of Chiness
feet binding but certnin stories that
children grow up with, that of Cin-
derella and her lost slipper. for in-
ginnee, also basically hove 1o do with
keeping women in a bind figurative-
ly. The material out of which Cinder-
clla s slipper was made, glass, itsell
iz also symbolic of the most fragile
world that wemen inhobited, which
could casily break inte splinters any
miomend, leaving her vulernble and
cxpnacd fo male whim and fancics
“Our Teet cannl be judged in
izolation from the rest of our bod-
ies. But sexual politics runs in such
poway ot it objectifies the woman

and ber Feed.” she says, adding, 5o

chety generally doesn 4 want women

i bz mobile and wants o bind them

up and then it ties o justify itself

by saving that the restriction is For
beouly ar a necessary atirbule of
wiarkplace wear™

OF course. Goswami admits, “Yoa

can b oinke goay the fashion aspecis
of high hesls, whether in the form of

ilettos or block heels. But still it a

diktat, an impositien and the fact that
vl arg making it part of 8 dress code
where the woman decsn § have an op-
tion 1o chaose™

A Kolkatn-based psychelogist says,

It 5 all about beauty in the eye of the
beholder. Men and women have dif-
ferent walking gaits. Fernale feet and
e various ways 1o clad them have
always been under the male scanmer
because certnin types of shoes make
ihe female goit even more atiractive,
al least w0 the male gaze”

Soves Bulbul Baksi. a eounsellor in
Kolkata, There has been research
imdicating that hecls increase attrac-
tiveness of wornen o men. [ may be
assumed that this is ome of the key nea-
sons why they are being mandated 1o
wear heels to work in some coundries
of imfustrics. It goes without saving
that this commasdifies the worman em-
plevee and reimferces the notion that
women should ke sexnally attructive
o be wonhy professionals.”

She al=e likes to focus on another
aspect of commodification.  “Both
men and wemen, as a mete mens io
an end, without regard o their own
well-being, have long defined some
kinds of corporaie cultures. Men lov-
ing do wear a tie and even a three-piece
suil in summer in ropical countries,

wihether or med they want to, i another
crample.”

['hiz, Bnksi points out, ¢leses doors
on exploring options and diversities
amd therefore contributes to creating
o menalithic society where  differ-
ences are less tolerated. Perhaps more
importantly, it teaches us not o b
cmpathetic. “As we cxperiencs a so-
ciety that has ne empathy for us and
enforces compliance at any cost, we
arg likely ot e value empathy a5 a
desirable atribaie.™

The first complaint abouat high hecls
registered in The Times newspaper
appenred i 1RT3 and it came from
men! The soldiers were required o
wear high-heeled boots and it led w

meany blisterad feet amd induced a
mast ungainly walk and ungraceful
carriage.”

[romically, [ndia, known for keep-
ing its women in g bind for ages, has
v really plaved gender politics with
their fzet, which gives them enough
rowomn doe prat up their feet “That mes
b bocause sarees are regarded oz For-
mal wear ad whether high heels or
flats. boih cam be accessorised with
the nine-vard drape,” Baksi observes,

Awoman vica-president for an MRNC
in Kolkatn, speaking on condition of
anonymity, sava: 1 often attend high-
lewel meetings. 1 do wenr black shoss
bt ot necessarily high hesls. The flat
shoes kook equally foomal, 1 dont see
the necessity of wearing high heels
[t s not fair 1o impose such dress codes
o woimen which make her feel un-
coimfprable."

While travelling, she comes across
women employees working in airlines
and hatels m constricting high-heabad
shoes ad makes her wonder how dif-
ficult i must be for them being con-
stamly on their feet. 10 would make
st much more sense o allow them i
wear flats.” she feels.

Heal thyself

beanwhile, gaod things are happen-
ing with the rise in prodests against the
‘hiel dress code'. The Canpdian proy-
ince of British Colurnbia has banned
dress codes which require womsn
cmplovees to wear high heels o the
workplace, The local government has
muled that such reguirements are a
hzalth and safety issue,

Discters have been waming against
the health hizards of constantly wear-
ing high heels. These include Lower
buick ache, sore call muscles, overall
musele pain and spasms aned fest pain
due b0 chamge in the walking pai,
capecially ot the ankles and big toes,
and damage 1o toe noils, apart from
other risks. Mosi women feel their
ezt should bz lefi alone. Society. heal
thyself? (THF)

Star - Gazing

By Pt Ajai Bhambi
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linon smrble Meroury on your solar netum chart ensunes an mospional year
shesarl You sl gefd an opporundy lo make pour cresfive shdl shine o your
pleca of wosk Your dislingl style of thinking sl felp in medting &t of
chalenging sfsation .ol will intasact and spand 8 ki of fima s ith peopda on
ong: - - o bevel, A aisn by | hose with whom pou work ogether o shae
ymrthoughts Youwileaxde anairol enlhusiasm and s will help in grifing
ol e et Frinss st wvith whiom yowinleracl. Your Tnencial posiionwil
b prspel il Yiou will afess good squatiions wilh sembass of your lamil
Yo riencls will suppon wou Your soclal slandings wil incresss and vou
mary b rewarded for your senics io sociely
Ariesc (Masch 21 - April 20§
ol mouii] eqprass: pourssl milh charm and grars, sfether
its thesiigh whal you momss verbally of wile. ThisE &
28 O complaion and Irenefion it s a limewhen we nesd
10 e go of things: thal no konger samee fheir purpose, and
hold onothings that hewe:a fuluse. ‘o would espmss your
spspaifetc and compassonale side The idess pou plant
nicaw, will el wou leter. Ofesss: ighl nd you iBes 5o
dabia, a5 WU A Dt Than sver and WOl 106 On Your
aciwiies and your needs. 6, pou ane pulgoing and your
initialive is sronger than meer, Youwoukd sland akone, ke
dchion and sad esh
Tauris! (April 2 - May 21)
Thers & perfaciion and beauly n amolonal riadonships
5 you come fromia dessn and spishual space within o sclale
in @ nesw way wih your loved one. ' o displiy great s sin
gporls or phyical aciily hal mins you sporetislion snd
teinge an opparunily 1o trawel. Besass of & covalous and
BUEQICIOLE PassOn arcund you whi Coukd Casa s -
sandng in your persomal miationships fomid being by
ard lad back as [espomany GAN OF SUTRSS N busnes
e o be boliod wp il Fasclvwork & nd desdicabian. You
dedim i lBam and improve pour peactical and eafee
gl
Gemink (May 22 - Juss 21}
¥ou woull impeoe your probessional and persoral mia-
linfes, &5 you eqpress youned in o gracous and eoied
manned Thema could be & changs i dass of plans, in-
aass and decraase N fnancas and Tuchstion in bas-
ness 'You can be kead away by enthusiasm uniess canrhul
inner alince 5 mainlained. Mamiage, busingess pariner-
ship and collabomlon are shrengifensd hough under
Eanding andl conimilssen 0o a e sl 15 and gene s in
lamity and molessnral shualions Your sense o humor
{akes you smooinly oul of diffinl shustions
Camcor: {June 22 - July 22)
Yioul ane |l o gel business and wosk opeetunilis rom
raEreeas and angage in mulipl actidies You sy be
Iemipied -gpend lawes bl on Things that maka your i mors
romiortable and pleasant. |t is agood time o ogansm your
morkplace and Sake 1| Soss dlian] and aquposd mih
pood infrasiuchee. You may need 1o adus your plan of
Befon. Efmaisin el made noe s kel ous e isgk
siveneszs and tha cvariocking of cauclal dalals. You could
haaz 50 many nes idess thal you don e time S0 imple-

menl

Laa: {duly 23 - Ampust 23)
Realksic levels of opfmisss and cinfidancs s with o,
A ¥R ane &l o afract lnunata CECLmIanG s inio your
iz Prchiemsam easierio msoke, Your socil e wil kel
increese and Bring you in conlsd milh mone inbuendal,
poawerull Snd Fedphal paop e Wl sadalad Lo Linkens s,
higheer education, ospanized ssigion, publishing, lagal &-
{dre, aind foneign inkerests: paccsed SOty Y ou wivulkd ba
bz b0 see he woll around you in pracical ferms. This &
an eszellenl lime bo sk adusnced lrsining snd (urther
your educaiion. Flemamber 1o be thankdul and b

Wingo! (Augusl 24 - Seplambsr 27)

H : Thig b5 8 sigriicant Tma for ramant; selationships 85 you

mecan shend Sogelter 115 2 preimee o e your personal
inlluence, & you ooffe Bonss A8 especialy coopesalive in
your peckessnrel and pessonal lie. Yiou desins 1o ke and

improe vour practical salis. Haw nespomsibi Hies ang ety fo
pracant thamsakas and yvou sk iake them mons sesously
W'ou woukd b abia o sruchure your |ife and your ambibions
'ou are nom abla b decipling voussall. Taka fhis opporundy
b sructure your Me and your goals, and wiek ciigantty
twardes tham, Waking and communing sith nahws can be
therapaudic pasimes

Librac [Sapbamber 33 - Oebolar T3

Sooaizing, somanca, and slabity aneenfanced and infics
Liveg, Iriendship, and raigtorehips ae emphasized. You are
creatiee and wou succesd in ateas 1hal aliw wou 10 maks
something beautiul, afractive, or emeraning. Any afstic or
miesical [aant you hava |8 mong prominenl. This helps youfo
sy on treck and fo mast your responsbiifles. Your concam
for vour futum is skongar than usual, and you may find thal
projacts o Blart, of invastmeants you miake, sl benef you o
years n coma Ths period beings jow, underslanding and
harmany in parsonal and profsssonal relafions

SeorplociDetobar 34 - Novemiar 27)

o may be recopnized or sewarded (n some may for the
ghiorts you pul kot Bera s ywou Prsc] 8 mons respons e
and cradinie v, people inauthomy and io b moee nglned
1 apprarialia o and neragrize wour wirk, Fracical mattaes
come (nn slnrg loeus and cemand attanlion. You ekl
achisvs surness al mork and complena pm Bote frough inlae-
pay of keas and comalaion of SUbieds BinGs COmmUncain
Fesyor el by Yo conikd B regtiess and pay oora sonal wels
b friands and mialves

Sagitariusc (Novesbar I3 - Decombar 21)

ou would have postive faalings Somards rabgion and ral-
ghous peopia during this phase. You Fave @ passondls na-
hura, alhioug h o deplay set-decipbng with peopla around
yoln. Morkand relalonships oo throug ha enstormealion Yo
may b throsn by certain developments n tha family and feel
compaled n B 8 strong skand or things cange outof hand
Compiications in financial matlers can be epaciod this megk
Hwrer confronsalions. IPeaten 8 good Time 1o braak bad hatils
and sWarl a haalihy leng rouine,

Capricom: [Decembar 22 - January 200

This phase Dongs conlidencs, pleasyr, imosamant, and
graca in personal and peofesskonal relrlong. This enhances
axcelan wivk opponundies for people In @ creathe ing,
marsgting, medla, shom business, consslancy and relaled
felds. Romandc atlalr and plaasirne-sealing acafies come
i foous. Sk bo your FegUiaY eerciss muting and seguiar
patem of nuirfious dial. Your confidence absacts oppartuni-
ties and some: ol ¥ou may be promoked Or your career coukd
taka a new dirgchion

Aquarius: (January 21 - Febaumry 18

oy wold face nanw ciroaTstances, changas and unlamiiar
siualions. & posktive approach and wal-spokien woets would
banglt and gain 1ewors from peopie in authoity and powar
00 may take up new apsignimants and peojects Thal okl
bring ceaalsdty and innaovats ldaas. Your inner hopes and
dasines come B0 the for even 25 vou lackia your [ob with a
reakslic and practical pupose of mind Mone lving and ap-
pracialise ralationshis with wour children may also tigus al
this ime. This b an espacially spiftual time for you-a fima
wihhem U senesy your enaegy andconsidar 1ra things tal ans
Imporiant 1o yoln

Plces: (Fabreary 19 - March 20}

This phass highlights triancship, scomanca and e in pee-
sonal splations. Y'ur Thoughts tum in chiideen, pleasunes and
wieship dring s lime. 1heine arts ane Inefing and | k-
ing & you chamnel your ceadoe enengy imho & A new person
or opporiuniy leads fo renesed nlerest in creatve Telds
Fresh atiudes and a rew perspective am necded Y ou gve
and moehim affection and love from Inends and relatives, This
is.a pood {ime o build your siils, gel omanized and attend tn
wour Fealih and well-being. Chilkémn o you pmud

Keep an eye on opportunities

By Banjan K Barnah

ptometry s a healthcone

profession that mvalves

exumining the eves and ap-
plicable visual systems tor defects or
phmermalites as well o5 the medicn]
dimgnosis ared manapement of eve
disease, Traditionally, the field of
optometry began with the primary
tocns off comecimg refractive er-
rar through the use of speciacles
Beladiem day oplometry, hareeyeT.
has evolved through time =0 that
the educetrenal curmculum mcludes
mitensive medical iraming m the
dispnosis ared monapgement of ccular
diseases, In most of the countries,
the protession 15 estoblished ond
regulated,

Ciptomietrisis are healthoore
professionnls whar provade primary
eve cure through comprehensive
eve gxaminations to detect and
trent various visnal abnormalities
ond eye diseases. Being a reguloted
profession, an optometnst s scope of
pruciice moy differ dependmg on the
Loseation, Thus, disorders or diseoses
detected outsade the frentment scope
of optometry (i those requiring
certain surgienl idervendions) ane
refermed cut fo relevent medical
|'|r|'-|'|_'~1':-;|-1|1i|'|~.' for proper core, more
commenly o ophthahnolegists
wher are phy=cians specialisma in
tertiary medical and surgical core of
the eve

Ciptometrisis typically work
closgly iogether with ether eve core
professionnls such os aphithalmaelo-
gists and opticions to deliver quality
ond efficient eve corg o the gen-
eral public. The term optomedry is
derved from the Greek wond  optes
which mesms eye or vision aed me-
tria” which means measurement

World Council of Optometry
IWIOEN has defined oplometnsts as;
Primary healtheare practitioners of
Lher ey and wemom §yabem Wi cian
siwceessiully manage the lesding
cause ol vision II11|'|iI1I'I11I\.'II| e,
retmctive emmor) and can also help
allevinde the burden of ofber causes
of Bhndness through diagnosas
reterml amd cosmanagement. Cine
mary join He course after compleling
ST u.':.'nl'n-lLar.\-.' N ST ST,
Ihere are governaments and prvale
mastitates offering tee conrses and
the career oplxaes can be i govems-
ment as well as in privale seciors,

All Tt Instatute of Medical Sci-

B

ences, Mew Delln offiers BSc (Hons)
m Uphthalmee Technalogy, Uplcsn
and Refractionist Cowse; Thpura
Insutwte of Paramsedical Selences,
Apartala offers Bachelos of Optoan-
ciry and Yiswon Scaence [BLFTM B

GUIDE

Optometry

Begional Insutute of Pararmsedi-

ciul aiwd Mursing Science based in
Adzawl offers B.Sc (Optometry &
Oiphithalmae Techabques ) under the
Mizoram Lniversity: Srmmila San-
karadeva Universaty of Health Sei-
ences, Cruwaliati offers Bachelor of
Seience (B.5) i Optometry. There
ane inany odher inatitutes ul'l'n:l:'tu'uy
the course all over lndia. Apart from
qualification aspirants must have
|_-|_||_|:|I|_-,:. :||.'li||.I.-. akeills e excel in thedr
career and professional life. Cie
pvust remerber taat tmere qualifica-

G 15 il eniough (o be employed.
e st make 3 good career plan
oqce they take admission in optodm-
ety b b suceesalul in life.

L r."lj‘dll'h-!

L Ordal India for Young Women
i Schenee Scholarships: L Oréal
liwdia mvites applications from
voung wolan who have passed
Clags A1 in 2015 and wash b
pursne lngher edwcallan 1 scacnce.
The scholarships will be gramed to
proaising young women whae ana
ceomomcally disadvantaged. Se-
lected Womnean scholars will receive
financial aid (o cover college fies
for graduation stadies in any scien-
tifie feeld {Pure Sciences/ Applied
SeiencesEagineeting Medical, ete)
at a recoginied college or nniversity
i Lt The scholarshaps ans
bering offared by L'Créal Indea witly
an ohjective to suppen and encour-
age young woaamnen for pursiing
lngher eduwcalion 1 seience giecam.
Tz programnse was instituted i
2003 and it has consistently helped
FOUnE Wb 1o purdie seleniific
studics. Asparants may apply betoee
Judy 1.

(Reniair K Bevvaadr i3 o career
maceton; kil recefones aned alser nroe-
fvatiomaal speaker avd can be cor-

tcted af 8473043 T34 or birmrgiana
gl o for o grerres)




