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The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) political
Crisis is one of the oldest ethnic problems
in the postcolonial reconstruction of the
south Asian state. Apiece accord was
signed on 2 December 1997 between the
then Government of Bangladesh and the
Parbattya Chittagram Jana Samhati Samiti
(PCJSS) with the following objectives: i.
to end decades old ethnic insurgency in
the CHT, ii. to establish peace and political
stability in the CHT, and iii. to establish
rights of the Jummas of the CHT.

Almost ten years have passed since
the conclusion of the accord, however,
peace and political normalcy is yet to come
back in the CHT. Instead, the situation
has become has become more volatile &
and explosive in nature. Therefore,the
primary argument of this book is that the
CHT political crisis is yet to be over.

The book analyzes the impact of the
CHT political crisis on the India’s national
security. Instead of defining national
security in. narrower sense, as the realists
define always in term of interests, here it
has been defined in broader perspective .
It argues that realist’s definition of security
in term of ‘national interests’ is not meant
for all strata of society. It cannot provide
‘comprehensive security’ for all. Therefore,
the operational development of the
‘security’ as brought out in the book argues
that ‘security’ be comprehensive requires
on emphasizing on ‘human security’ for
all.
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Introduction and Conceptual Basis

The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) political crisis of
Bangladesh is one of the oldest ethnic problems in
the post-colonial reconstruction of the South Asian
nation states. The rise of ethnic insurgency in the
second half of 1970s, tight militarization of the CHT,
implantation of thousands of Muslim settlers from
different plain districts of Bangladesh and
communalization of politics in the CHT led to grave
deterioration in the law and order situation of the
region. The ‘Jummas’ were in favor the CHT's
integration with the Union of India during partition
of the Indian sub-continent.? The Jummas also share
ethnic and cultural linkages with communities living
in many Northeastern Indian states, particularly in
Mizoram and Tripura.? Moreover, the CHT being
geographically in proximity with Mizoram and Tripura,
these two Indian states, more particularly the later
one faced the problem of refugee influx from the CHT,
whenever its political environment turned worse. This
development urged India, if not directly, to expand
indirectly its influence into the area. The Bangladesh’s
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security establishment, particularly in the post-Mujib
era did not see it positively. Instead, it developed
apprehension and misperception sbout India’s motive
in the CHT. The bilateral relations between India and
Bangladesh severely deteriorated in the post-Mujib era.
All these developments encouraged the hardliners of
Bangladesh’s security establishment to adopt a strategy,
that encourages backing the anti Indian obscurantist
elements and allow them to use its soil (particularly
the CHT) in planning and execution of their subversive
operations against India (discussed more in details
in the third chapter).

A peace accord was signed between the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati Shamiti (PCJSS)* and the
Government of Bangladesh (GoB) on December 2, 1997
with a view to re-establish political stability and peace
in the CHT. However, political cleavages between the
JSS and the United Peoples Democratic Front (UPDF)®
contintied unabated in the post accord situation of
the CHT. In such an ugly political environment, the
Awami League (AL) and the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNDP), the two main political parties of
Bangladesh politicized the peace accord from their own
strategic point of view. Finally, lack of sincerity on
the part of the GoB in implementation of the peace
accord further exacerbated the post accord situation
of the CHT thereby making it more complicated and
explosive in nature. In other words, the CHT political
crisis continues to be a major problem.

The primary objective of this book is not to look
at the national security problem of Bangladesh, which
is emanated from ethnic insurgency and political
movement of the Jummas in the CHT. It rather focuses
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on how a national political problem of Bangladesh
like the CHT political crisis impinges on India’s
national security. Undertaking an analytical work in
such area is significant not only because of lacuna in
the existing literature on the subject, but because of
intractable nature of the CHT political crisis in the
near future.

The book locates the areas where the CHT
political crisis threatens India’s national security.
Chapter 1 of the book exclusively analyzes this
problem. Besides locating this problem, the
introductory part also attempts to define ‘security’
dealing with the major theoretical approaches, identifies
India’s present national security interests and major
security issues, and succinctly deals with the
intellectual debate in India over the means through
which India can promote its national interests by
overcoming the security challenges. The second chapter
endeavors to trace in brief the genesis of the CHT
political crisis and the political movement of the
Jummas by addressing the root causes of the problem.
It argues that a long-term solution of the CHT political
crisis, GoB needs to address the causes of fear,
apprehension and suspicion among the Jummas. It
argues that spread of communitarian values and a
national political consensus among the major political
parties of Bangladesh are very important to overcome
this problem. Chapter four analyses India’s CHT policy.
Here it argues, India paid more attention to its
preferred economic and political interests and moved
through regional and extra-regional geo-strategic
calculation. Therefore, the government of India went
on ignoring the security threat posed by the CHT
political crisis. The conclusion of the dissertation argues
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that the CHT political crisis requires a permanent
solution for national security interests of both India
and Bangladesh. Bilateral initiative addressing the root
causes of the problem can play an effective role in
this regard without compromising the core national
interests of both the nations- India and Bangladesh.

Conceptual Basis: Dimensions of Security

In international relations (IR), the primary objective
of very nation is protect and promote its national
interests and guard national security against any
possible external encroachment. What is ‘security?

Territorial integrity without full sovereignty or
sovereignty without full territorial integrity can never
be considered true security.® (Janayantanuja
Bandhyopadhyaya)

A nation in the international system is secure only
when it is capable of maintaining its independent identity
and territorial integrity.” (Bary Buzan)

Sometimes many nations compel to surrender their
sovereignty to a considerable extent either through
treaties, agreements or simply because of the
domination of a powerful state on a comparatively
less powerful state even without loosing territorial
integrity. For instance, many West and the East
European nations, during the Cold-War period
compromised their sovereignty to the US and the USSR
respectively partly due to the strong domination by
the later, albeit these states did not lose their territorial
integrity. Similarly, ‘territorial integrity is also partially
lost without endangering sovereignty. For example,
India lost some of her territory to China between 1959



Introduction and Conceptual Basis 5

and 1962 without endangering its sovereignty.®

Therefore, ‘security’ does not only mean
preservation of territorial integrity or boundaries of
the state but it also includes maintenance independent
identity and functional integrity of a state at the
external environment.

For Walter Lippmann, security means preservation
of core values of a state by any means. He says,

A nation is secured to the extent to which it is
not in danger of having to sacrifice core values,
if it wishes to avoid war, and is able, if
challenged, to maintain them by victory in such
a war.’?

Lippmann’s definition is not free from
shortcomings. Only the powerful nations have the
capabilities to preserve the core values by victory in
war, and such victory is certain only when it is fought
against a comparatively less powerful state. The US’s
victory in the recent wars in Afghanistan and Iraq
has been possible only due to high military superiority
of the US over these two states. Similarly, when the
problem is between two equally powerful states with
equal nuclear strike capability, wagmg war is not an
easy task even when the enemy nation encroaches
some of its core values. For instance, despite knowing
the fact that Pakistan attacks its core values like
democracy, secularism in diverge ways, India could
not wage a full-fledged war against Pakistan in the
post Pokharan-II, because Pakistan attained nuclear
parity and second strike capability against India.
Sometimes, a strong anti war international public
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opinion also stands as an impediment to declare a
highly escalated war against an adversary.

Non-Military Dimension of Security

There are also many, who argue that the notion of
security study remains inadequate without considering
the non-military and human aspects of security.'®
Sometimes, a state fails to provide security to the lives
and properties of the people. People’s agitation against
the existing state’s apparatus reaches at peak. Political
instability arising out of such situation makes the state
not only externally weak, but in extreme cases, thrcws
it into territorial disintegration. The case of the forrer
USSR is a classic example in this regard. Considering
all these aspects, security could be said to consis. of

i. preservation of territorial integrity and
sovereignty,

ii. preservation of core values,

iii. promotion of peripheral interests which vary
from state to state and from time to time
depending the relative capabilities of the nation
states and circumstances,

iv. providing security to the lives and properties
of the people.

Ethnicity and the Problem of National Integration

All the major South Asian states face the problem of
ethnic conflicts. Sri Lanka faces the problem of political
and geo-graphical integration in the Northeastern parts,
where the LTTE has been waging a war against the
Sinhalese dominated Sri Lankan Government for a
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separate political entity for the Tamil people. India
faces similar problem in many of the Northeastern
states like Assam, Tripura, Manipur, Nagaland,
Maghalaya and in Jammu and Kashmir. Ethnic
insurgency in the CHT is a major problem of
Bangladesh. Similarly, Pakistan faces such problem in
Karachi, Baluchistan. Infact, ethnic problem is one of
the major problems in the postcolonial reconstruction
of the South Asian states. This problem has a regional
dimension because most of the South Asian states are
victims of this problem. The ethnic problem of one
state has link to the ethnic problems of other states
due to cultural and linguistic proximity between people
of these states. Therefore, it is a threat to the security,
both military and non-military, of the both parties.
For example, the political crisis has its link to the
ethnic insurgency in the Northeast of India. Therefore,
it impinges not only on the security of Bangladesh,
but also on the security of India, which has been
analyzed in details in chapter three. Ethnic nationalism
and ethnic insurgency may not pose a serious military
threat, but it continues to be a major threat to human
security and promotion of good governance.

Security: Different Theoretical Perspective

What are the survival strategies of the nation states
m the domain of international relations? How far does
military power ensure nationa! integrity and core
values of a state? Is security is an interdependent
concept among numercus actors of our international
system? What is the functional role of international
institutions? How far have the international institutions
like the UNO, the WTO been successful in achieving
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their functional objectives? To address the above
questions, we need to look at contemporary theories,
which exclusively deal with the concept of ‘security’.

The realist school of thought argues that
international political system is always anarchic in
nature."! Political realism holds the views that there
is constant clash of interests among the actors in the
international system and in such an anarchic
environment, the states have to depend on their relative
powers for ensuring their survival and other vital
national interests. As classical realist, Hans J.
Morgenthau says:

A political policy seeks either to keep power, to
increase power or to demonstrate power. A
nation, whose foreign policy tends towards
keeping power and not towards changing the
distribution of power in its favor pursues a
policy status quo. A nation whose policy seeks
a favorable change in power status seeks a policy
of imperialism. A nation policy that seeks to
demonstrate the power it has, either for
maintaining it, pursues a policy of prestige.!?

Morgenthau’s observation carries significant in
many respects. For instance, in the politics -of South
Asia, India is determined to preserve its status quo
as a regional power. Similarly, interalia other objectives,
the US’s post 9/11 military demonstrations in
Afghanistan and Iraq have been motivated to a
_considerable extent for regaining back its military
prestige lost during 9/11 incident.

The neo-realists assume, uncertainty arising out of
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miscalculation and distrust is inherent in the
international system whether it is bi-polar, multi-polar
or uni-polar in nature. According to Kenneth Waltz,
although the behavior of the nation states changes
with change in international systemic order and
resultant shift in distribution of capability among the
actors, the functional objective i.e. ensuring survival
and other vital interests remain unchanged. However,
every state, as Waltz says, always remains concerned
about its relative power before taking any political
action.”

Therefore, according to the realists, power is the
most decisive force that determines the foreign policy
orientation of a state. What do the realists mean by
the term ‘power’?

By the term ‘power,’ the realists generally mean
military capabilities.”* In international relations, power
means the relative ability of one actor to influence
the behavior of the other actors. According to Robert
A Dahl, power means the ability to shift the probability
of outcomes. He explains it in the following language:

When A is believed to have power over B, A
can surely get B to do something, which B would
not otherwise do.”

Scharzenber is another scholar who also defined
power similarly. In his words,

Power means capacity to impose one’s will on other
by reliance on effective sanctions in case of non-
compliance.'®
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From the above discussion, we can briefly highlight
political realism in the following points:

i. The realists are primary concerned about national
security.

ii. Military power is the most vital force in ensuring
national security,

iii. As there is constant clash of interests among
" the actors in the international system, they-are
very pessimistic about international co-operation
among them. International relations are a
prisoner’s dilemma game. Therefore, cooperation
among the actors arises only out of the dilemmas

of common aversion and common interests.?”

Contrary to the realist’s assumption on ’‘security’,
institutionalists and the neo-liberalists argue that the
concept of security is interdependence among the
actors, and this is relevant particularly in the era of
globalization. They hold the view that institutionalized
form of co-operation helps governs the anarchic
international system better and provides wider scope
for international peace and ensures more the security
of the nation states.!®

Democratic peace theory, another liberal approach
to the study of international security, argues that spread
of democratic values, ideological commitment to
human rights and transnational interdependence can
promote and maintain better international security.”

International institutions like the UNQO, the WTO,
and arms control regimes such as the Missile
Technology Control Regime (MTCR), Fissile Material
Cut of Treaty (FMCT), and Nuclear Non-Proliferation
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Treaty (NPT), regional institutions like the European
Union (EU), Association of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) etc. have of-course contributed widely in
promoting international co-operation among the nation-
states. For instance, the UNO provided good offices,
from time to time, as means for pacific settlement of
international and regional disputes (e.g. Indo-Pakistan
conflict over Kashmir, Arab-Israeli conflict over West
Bank, Gaza Strip etc.). It has been successful in
containing escalation of many conflicts in many war
torn areas like Lebanon, Yemen, Congo, Cyprus,
Rwanda etc. by conducting peacekeeping operations.
Similarly, the WTO with 150 member countries is now
one of the most powerful global institutions with
executive, legislative and judicial authority. It has a
‘Dispute Settlement Body’ (DSP) for pacific settlement
of trade-related disputes arising among the member-
states.

Yet, at another level we find, these global
institutions have failed largely to enforce their rules
effectively especially when the interests of the big
powers were involved. For example, the UN Security
Council, the principal peace-enforcing agency of the
UN, lost its usefulness and creditability, when the US,
without its endorsement, intervened in the Korean
crisis (1950-53) and very recently in Iraq. Similarly,
the WTO has failed to secure the US’s ratification to
the. Kyoto protocol, albeit, the US’s ratification is
essential for preserving our bio-diversity and eco-
inhabitation.

According to the realists, the failure of these two
global institutions in effective enforcement of these
principles is pre-eminent because these institutions
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remain under the control of the powerful states.
Therefore, they primarily function to promote the
global interests of these powerful states. Kenneth Waltz
strongly argues that concept of globalization is
originated in the US. Naturally, all current institutions
and rules that sustain and promote global economy
are under American control.

Waltz’s observation on ‘globalization’ is significant
in many respects. WTO, the principal rule making
body of the globalization process incorporates all the
original treaty provisions of the Dunkel’s proposals
or General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
The agreements on agriculture (AOA), intellectual
property rights (TRIPs) and trade related investment
(TRIMs) under the WTO regime promote global
economic interests of the Northern Developed Nations
in general and USA in particular? Out of the 500
largest MNCs, that play the key role in the
globalization process, 441 are located in the Triad
(NAFTA, which is under the US domination, EU and
Japan), and only 14 outside the OECD countries.?

Realists also argue that institutionalization and
conceptualization of regimes is interest based. As a
result, a shift in the pattern interests and preferences
of the actors, which is resulted from international
systemic change, brings a change either in the regime
or an end in it entirely.®

The critical theorists, on the other hand, believe
that security is assured better only through human
emancipation and when it is understood in terms of
freeing people as individuals and groups from social,
physical, economic, political and other constrains that
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stop them from carrying out what they freely chose
to do.

The post-modernists emphasize on re-
conceptualization of the term ‘security’ by replacing
realism with a communitarian discourse. They believe
that the ‘post-modern epistemic community’ can help
overcoming the traditional security dilemma by
spreading communitarian values.

Social constructivism, another approach to the study
of international relations, emphasizes on bridging the
gap between rationalism (neo-realism and neo-
liberalism) and reflectivism (post-modernism, critical
theory, normative theory etc.). The social constructivist
thinkers argue that the fundamental structures of
international politics are socially constructed and a
change in our way of thinking can create a scope for
greater international security. A ‘security community’,
which emphasizes on shared knowledge and maintains
trust in it, can resolve international disputes without
war.26

Security Dilemma in the 21st Century

Following the end of the Cold War, there was
anticipation that a paradigmatic shift in security studies
was likely to occur in international relations.
Globalization would mitigate military competition and
conflict through the process of institutionalized form
of cooperation. The increasing trend in the globalization
process and institutionalized forms of cooperation
(CBMs both military and non-military) have
undoubtedly played significant role in lessening down
the competitive aspects of the security dilemma
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between states. ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), which
looks after ASEAN as well as trans-ASEAN regional
security issues, is a classic example of institutionalized
form of cooperation. Similarly, CBMs between India
and China helped them overcoming their mutual
distrust to a considerable extent.

However, on the other hand, we find, nuclear
powers, although emphasize on nuclear non-
proliferation, continue to enhance the quality of their
nuclear strike capability through computer simulation
tests and other sophisticated techniques. The nuclear
tests conducted by India and Pakistan in 1998, USA's
determination in deploying a National Missile Defense
System (NMD) against ‘rogue!” states and opposition
by both Russia and China indicate that the national
security interests continue to maintain its importance
in the beginning of the new century. The recent Iraq
war without endorsement of the UN mechanism has
further reflected a lack of consensus among the actors
in generating cooperative security ideas. Therefore,
traditional security ambiguity with mutual distrust,
apprehension and suspicion continues to dominate the
behavior of the nation states in the domain of
international relation’s in the beginning of the 21st

century.

National Interests, Security Issues and Security Policy
of India

National interests with the acceptation of the core ones
(preservation of territorial integrity and sovereignty
and security to the life and property of the people)
and security issues of a State are not static. The priority
on the types of national interests and security issues
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depends on the prevailing circumstances and the
relative capabilities of the State. The security policy
of a State protects and promotes national interests by
neutralizing or defeating the security challenges. Now,
India’s core national interests are

i

ii.

ii.

iv.

vi.

vii.

preservation of territorial integrity and national
sovereignty;

ensuring the life and people at home and abroad;
maintaining status quo in South Asia,

securing greater international participation on
issues of regional and global interests,

attaining permanent membership of the UN,

building a multi-polar world with India as one
of the many power centers,

ensuring more democratization of the

international institutions like the UN, WTO etc.

The following are the most vital security

challenges that India now externally faces in its
attempts to promote national interests:

i

ii.

iii.

iv.

US’s unilateralism in international affairs,

Western's interferences in the internal affairs of
weaker states through justification of
humanitarian intervention,

International terrorism,

Unresolved territorial disputes with neighbors
particularly with China and Pakistan,
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v. Continuation of Sino-Pakistani strategic
cooperation,

vi. Problems like militancy and insurgency, refugee
and illegal migration from across the border.

Security Policy

There is a continuing debate about how India should
response to the security challenges and meets its
national interests. Like political realism, one school
of thought strongly holds the view that military
capability continues to maintain its influence in
achieving security goals. As a result, they argue that
India’s national interests would be in jeopardy if it
does not maintains substantial military power with
minimum nuclear strike capability against the potential
nuclear adversaries.” Therefore, this school of thought
strongly emphasizes' on military modernization
program- both conventional and non-conventional. The
school now dominates India’s security policymaking.
India’s continuous researches in indigenous ballistic
missile development program and strategic cooperation
with Russia and even with Israel”® are good evidences
in this regard. However, unlike the realists, the
proponents of this school assume that the concept of
security is interdependent and this is especially relevant
in South Asian context. India always perceives China’s
as a ‘transnational’ power and its determination to
expand its influence in South Asia as threat to its
status quo. Similarly, Pakistan’s intractable quest for
parity with India aims at countering India’s growing
influence in South Asia. This created a triangular
strategic competition involving three nuclear powers
in the region.?” India’s Chinese threat perception will
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continue to persist if Chinese military modernization
program and its strategic linkage with Pakistan
continue. This urges India to carry on a minimum
military preparedness program against any possible
Chinese military strike. On the other hand, given
historical animosity between Pakistan and India,
Pakistan considers such a move of India as threat to
its security.

We need to ask two vital questions here. Can
military power alone help India in overcoming its
security problems? In other words, how long can India
sustain its defense preparedness program without or
with low economic prosperity?

From the experiences, it seems that military power
is not always a viable force in containing or solving
problems like militancy/insurgency, refugee and illegal
trans-border movement (migration) of people. India
deployed thousands of military and para-military forces
in Jammu and Kashmir and North East India to
contain or crush down militancy/insurgency. However,
solution of these problems is still far cry. Similarly,
security forces failed to contain illegal trans-border
movement of people. This has fuelled communal
tension between the natives and migrants and created
societal insecurity in many of the North-Eastern Indian
states, particularly in Assam, Tripura and Maghalaya:
Many feel that an integrative regional security dialogue
shall be an effective strategy in tackling these problems
and ameliorating the social security of the peoples
of South Asia.® India’s military might with a
minimum nuclear deterrence may deter China from
taking another military adventurism like the 1962 one
or forcefully imposing an unacceptable military solution
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of the unresolved border problem. It may also help
India overcoming the apprehension of Western
humanitarian intervention or imposing an unbalanced
Western mediation over the Kashmir problem.
However, in true sense, it never creates durable
security stability or peaceful environment in South
Asia. Misperception and miscalculation between India
and China and more particularly between India and
Pakistan may bring an immediate danger of nuclear
catastrophe. Here many argue that better relations with
China shall improve India’s security environment in
South Asia largely. It will help not only in checkmating
Sino-Pakistani strategic nexus, but it also helps India
in troop’s deployment in large number to the Indo-
Pakistani border in case of security urgency. They
believe, a speedy solution of the unresolved territorial
dispute with some flexibility shall remarkably improve
and broaden Sino-India relations in diverse areas
including the security sector.”

However, the immediate threat of nuclear
brinkmanship emanates not from Sino-Indian love and
hated relations, but from the much-strained India-
Pakistan relations. That is why, another group of
scholars argue, so long as China, India and Pakistan
cannot overcome the present security and diplomatic
orthodoxies, the hope for durable stability and peace
in South Asia is less likely. For meeting this noble
objective, they argue, Beijing, New Delhi and Islamabad
must undertake a series of bi-lateral and trilateral
initiatives, both political and arms control.®

A long-term military potential highly depends on
the strength and stability of the economic infrastructure
and internal security (political stability).*® In other
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words, for sustainability of the military infrastructural
development program, India needs to enjoy stability
in its economic growth rate. Many believe that India
can significantly overcome this problem by building
a harmonized society through the promotion of
democratic values and spread of communitarian ideals
and containing its internal problems like politics of
criminalization and communalization.

Conclusion

From the above discussion, it is clear that a paradigm
shift in national and international security study is
yet to occur. Nation states are still embroiled with
the traditional security ambiguity. The continuous
enhancement of military strike capability (conventional
and nuclear) by nuclear and nuclear threshold and
non-nuclear weaponized states, the US’s plan to
militarize the space (NMD) and stiff opposition of
China and Russia to such plan reflect that nation states
are still embroiled with the traditional security
approach. The recent US’s led Iraq war without the
UN sanction seriously questioned the creditability of
this globaily represented international institution in
imposing its order on the nation states.

A paradigm shift in the international security study
requires ratification and implementation of arms control
and arms reduction treaties like START-I, START-II,
NPT, CTBT Chemical and Biological Convention. The
nuclear weaponized Stzies (both declared and
threshold) also need uiwonditional reduction and
elimination of nukes. Similarly, the WTO also requires
more institutionalization and democratization.
However, such an outcome is very least likely because
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the powerful States are not co-operative in this regard.
The provision of computer simulation tests under the
CTBT (a monopoly of the N-5) is a clear indication
in this regard.

This is however not to say that there is absence
of institutionalized form of cooperation. Nevertheless,
as John Mearsheimer argues, the incompatibility of
state’s goals and interests in the era of globalization
enhances the competitive nature in the anarchic system
and makes conflict as inevitable as cooperation.*

In India, we find, while there is a dominant feeling
about the military role in achieving goals of national
interests, many believe that India needs to witness
economic prosperity to overcome its internal security
exigencies by promoting its institutional values and
spreading communitarian ideals. However, the thesis
argues that security to be comprehensive requires not
only economic prosperity and a strong military might
but also ‘good governance.”” A Nation’s security is
never comprehensive if one region faces the problems
of unabated insurgency and illegal migration. That
is, the concept of national security should not mean
only for the majority communities, but also include
the interests of the minority communities living within
the national boundary. Therefore, national security is
defined here from both the external and internal
perspectives. In other words, national security should
mean as a concept, which helps the state in not only
maintaining its territorial integrity and independent
identity in external environment, but also in preserving
its core values and protecting the lives and properties
of its citizens through good governance in the internal
atmosphere. The CHT political crisis of Bangladesh
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is not an immediate military threat to national security
of India. However, as the process of islimization
continues in the CHT with more settlement of Muslims,
it may pose a serious threat to not only its values of
democracy, but also its economic and geo-strategic
interests in the end.
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