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CHAPTER 1
ETHNOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION

' introduction:
since the phrase ‘Look East’ has been coined North Eést linguistics is now
g viewed as the next opportunity for the linguists. On analyzing the
ology and morphology of Phom, which forms the subject of this work, it is
de figueur, at the outset, to discuss linguistic ecology of India. This also
; hasizes the fact that languages must be frequently investigated as immediate
] ‘ession of the interaction between humans and their environment. It goes
it‘hout saying that theoretical approaches always consider the social, man made
vironment. It is essential because Phom, situated in the extreme east, is the part
parcel of the India’s linguistic Ecoldgy. Such explanation will help us in
entifying the ‘value’ of Phom in overall realm of Indian multilingualism.
v éaver, ‘language ecology stands to be a determining force’ in dealing the
uage value (Singh, 2001: 89). Haugen (1953: 329) rightly says:
:Ecology suggests a dynamic rather than a static science, something
beyond the descriptive that one might call predicative and even
‘therapeutic, what will or shall be, for example, that role of “small
~ language”; and how can they or any other language may be made
“petter”, “richer” and more “fruitful” for mankind.
3 muét look for a theory of language ecology in India, which can integrate

aturalist and critical traditions across many disciplines. It could rightly be

ointed out that notion of ecology in the field of linguistics has come into fore



The metaphor and notion of ecology can fit into all areas of linguistics.
is a defining characteristic of all functioning of languages. In diversity,
Iways find an enormous potential for development of human ideas.
words of Singh (2001:85):

guage values are constructed transformed and implemented in
crete and given linguistic ecology through certain processes. The
alues of language are compounded in their intrinsic and extrinsic
onstitutive utility framework. The intrinsic fact of language stands for

e inherent property of language. As every individual is born with
ertain inherent qualities, languages are born with these inherent
alities as well. The symbolic value of one’s mother tongue is an
herent quality. Extrinsic utilities of language are adoptive. Languages
cquire extrinsic qualities through ecological conditions. Today,
glish, for example, has accumulated communicative, institution and
economic values because of favorable ecological conditions. In order to

nderstand extrinsic facts of ‘language value’, it is essential to
understand those variables, which assign values to language.

shows the world’s greatest linguistic diversity. India is the seventh largest
ntry of the world and it is one of the seven nations of South Asia. It is the
econd largest populated country in the world with the biggest democracy. India
«aléé known for its multi ethnic, racial, linguistic and cultural diversity and it has

ne of the oldest civilizations in the world.

i ogfaphically, Indian land is divided into four different regions: (a) the great
ountain zone, (b) the Indo-Gangetic plain, (¢) the desert region, and (d) the
outhern Peninsula. Linguistically, it is also divided into four linguistic groups:

:-?Indo-Aryan, Dravidian, Tibeto-Burman and Austro-Asiatic. It is hard to establish



correspondence between the two, but such boundaries sometimes

s a total population of 1,027 million according to the census of India,

'y; Sikhism, Buddhism and Jainism. It gives clear evidence that

is not confined at linguistic level but also at socio-cultural and political

efwithin the linguistic ecology.

: agaland:
: Aiénd is one of the independent states of the Indian Union. It is in the

rtheastern part of India. Nagaland came into existence on December 1, 1963. It



sixteenth state of the Indian Union. Nagaland is situated between 25%
North latitude and between 93°20 and 95°15 East longitude. It is
: led by Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, and Manipur and by external border of '
r_>ih the east. Nagaland h‘as an area of 16,759 Square ‘Kilometers. The
w_“a*fs altogether eleven (11) recognized districts: namely, Kohima,
hung, Tuensang, Zunhebuto, Wokha, Phek, Mon, Dimapur, Peren,
g 'énd Khiphere. The main tribes of Nagaland are- Angami, Ao, Chokri,
Khiamniungan, Kheza, Konyak, Lotha, Phom, Pochury, Renéma,
m, Sema, Tikhir, Yimchunger and Zeliang. The ethnic people.ofANagaland
:‘“lved Nagas. The Nagas belong to the Indo-Mongoloid family.
apital of Nagaland is Kohima. It is a hill station, which is situated at an
e of 1,444.12 meters above sea level. It is a beautiful town with a touch of
‘ gia. There are many places that have history of their own. The Kohima War
tery was constructed in the memory of the people who sacrificed their lives
Second World War. There is a vstate museufn that has rare collections of
ts of almost all the Naga tribes of the state to depict the various aspects of
ves of the people. The Catholic Cathedral at Aradurah Hills is an important
ce at Kohima. There is a Khonoma village which lies 20 Km west of Kohima.
kﬁown for its strength of fighting in the past. The British infiltrated the Naga
s in 1879 from Khonoma village. In order to protect an endangered pheasant.
wild bird) of the state Blythe’s Tragopan, and other wild lives, the Khonoma

ture Conservation and Tragopan Sanctuary (KNCST) was set up in the year



Records, can be seen. On the National highway of Dziiokiio, Japfii, some
1 Angami Villages such as Jakhama, Kigwema, Viswema, Phesama are

re the remnants of the ancient cultures are present.



