












































































































































































































































56

of which five are tribals and the rest non-tribals. It is found that
most of the tribal convicts charged with minor crimes, belong to
the joint family type. Among the non-tribal convicts, the majority
(i.e., 83.33%) belong to the single unit type of family and only one

to the joint family.

From the above findings it is found that the persons,
belonging to the joint family system, are more prone to commit
crimes than those belonging to either the nuclear or the single unit
type of families. When tribal and non tribal convicts are cosidered
separately, it is found that the majority of the tribal convicts
belong to the joint type of family, whereas in case of the non-

tribal convicts, a high percentage is found in both the nuclear and

single types of family.

In the subsequent chapter, the precipitating causes behind

gach type of crime will be dealt with.



CHAPTER - VI

PRECIPITATING CAUSES OF CRIME

The question why a man commits a crime, has always
been a matter of interest and grave concern. However, it is not
easy to provide any specific answer to such a question since
each type of crime occurs under the influence of some specific

situations and circumstances and due to various reasons.

With this end in view it is felt that it is of vital
importance to know and understand the reasons behind different
types of crime, that are being committed in a place like
Shillong, which has been historically known to be very peaceful

place.

In the course of the present study it is seen that
“various types of crime have been committed by the people; both
tribals and non tribals. Four major crimes viz., murder, rape,

theft and arson have been selected inorder to find out the specific

reason/reasons for such acts of crime.
Murder :

Murder may be referred to the offences, affecting the
human body intentionally or unitentionally. Out of the 123 male
convicts, (two female convicts have been excluded) 30 i.e

L

24.39% have committed murder.

The analysis shows four specific reasons that may be

ascertained for murder. These are as follows



(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)
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Strain Relation : 20.00% of the murder cases have been

committed due to strain’ relation either Dbetween
relatives or between colleauges or friends. The
reasons, underlying strain relation with relatives,
pertains to the matters, such as, problem over
property, household affairs and jeolousy, etc. while
strain relation between colleauges or friends is mostly

due to professional rivalry.

Influence of alcohol : In about 20.00% cases, murder

was committed under the influence of alcohol. It appears

to be a momentary lapse on the part of the convict.

Sex Rivalry : Nearly 10.00% of the murder cases have
occured due to sex rivalry or due to illicit sex
relation.

Self defence : In 7.00% of all murder cases, it was

found that the offender got involved in order to

protect himself.

Revenge : In about 10.00%, it is found that the offender

in order to settle old scores have committed murder.

In a considerable number of cases, the convicts have
bluntly refused to disclose any reason for their
involvement in murder. A few persons have suggested
that they have been wrongly accused, still a few more

convicts have admitted that they were accomplice to

the crime.
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Theft

Among the 123 male respondents, 57 persons (i.e.,
46.34%) have been convicted on charges of theft. Incidentally

theft registers the highest form of crime in Shillong.

From the present set of data, it is found that there
are three specific causes behind theft cases. They are as

folloWws

(i) Poverty : In adequate means to maintain his family and/
or himself prompted the convict to commit theft. It
has been observed that financial strain due to
unemployment or underemployment is the motivating

factor behind most of the theft cases (33.33%).

- (i) Influence of friends : It has been observed that a
considerable number of the convicts (25.42%) have

committed theft under bad infl_uence of their friends.

(iii) Influence of alcohol : In 15.25% cases the convicts

admitted that they committed such crime, when they

were under influence of alcohol.

There is a solitary case of rape, and it has been
committed by a tribal convict. He has categorically denied the
charge. Thus on the basis of a single case it is not possible to

attribute any reason to such act of a crime,
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Arson

Arson is an unlawful act of setting something on fire.
In the present study two main reasons are found for such an act

of crime. These are as fallows.

(i) influence of alcohol and companions. : In about 50.003

of the cases, the convicts have committed arson under
influence of alcohol, coupled with provocation from

their friends.

(ii) Momentary Lapse :In other 50.00% of the cases, the

convicts have committed arson due to momentary lapses.
It occured mainly when the person involved was in a
fit of temper and a few wanted to settle some scores

in the heat of the moment.

As mentioned earlier in the present study, there are
two female convicts. One has been convicted for the sale of illicit
liquor and drugs and the other for immoral trafficking. In both
cases they have admitted that in order to make both ends meet
they do practise such crimes. It appears therefore that it is

poverty which had prompted them to act in such a way.

From the above discussion it appears that irrespective
of the nature of crime the prime reasons are poverty and bad
companionship. When a person is unable to secure any gainful
enployment and remains unemployed, there is a greater

opportunity for the person to get himself involved in the gang
of some antisocial elements, and such bad companionship

eventually may lead him to commit crimes.



CHAPTER - VI

DISCUSSION

All human beings are born in one society or the other, and
each society is governed by certain rules and norms. In order to
satisfy one's need for subsistance, shelter, companionship, sexual
activity, etc., one has developed certain ideas, attitudes and habits
(Jonhson, 1973). One has certain obligations to observe the rules,
sanctions and norms approved by one's own society. However, it is
common to all societies that some men sometime fall outside the
patterns of the accepted conduct. The moot question arises then,
why a person breaks the sanctioned rules and norms. Consequently,
a sense of curiousity develops, and man tries to find out the
answers to such behaviours and acts. Those behaviours and/or acts,
which deviate from the 'permitted conduct', are labelled as crimes

(Bertrant, 1957).

Johnson (1973) is of the opinion that one may call a
particular act as a crime, when the act violates the existing rule
of the society, but all such acts cannot be technically referred to

as crime. Tappan (1960) has reviewed all the various definations

and views on crime and criminal.

The Classicist explanation of crime and punishment were
developed in the second half of the eighteenth century with the

publication of Becaria's book, "Crime and Punishment" (1764), which

is directed more against the arbitrary system of justice and the

inhuman code of punishment, which used to prevail in the eighteenth
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century.

Lombroso (1836 - 1909), Ferri (1856 - 1928) and Garafalo
(1852 - 1934) are the major positivists, who dealt with the
biogenic or hereditary aspects of criminal behaviour. The impetus
for stressing heredity as an important factor for all criminal
behaviours have come from a book entitled "The Jukes", written by

Dugdale (1877).

Goring has pointed out that there is no

particular character to differentiate between the prisoners and
normal persons. His findings are made available in his book,

entitled "The English Convicts" (1913). Hooton in his book "Crime

and The Man" (1939) and Sheldon in his books "Varieties of

Deliquent Youth" (1949) and "Physique and Delinquency" (1956) have

tried to correlate crimes and other antisocial behaviours with some
phiysical characteristics. Goddard (1923) has suggested that the
feebleminded persons are more prone to commit crimes since they
are not endowed with sufficient intelligence. Healy (1926) has
suggested that delinquency occurs due to major emotional

disturbances.

One of the oldest and most popular explanations, advanced
for crime causation, is the deplorable economic condition of man.
Fornasari (1894), Bonger (1926) and Burt (1938) have contended that
the criminals belong to the economically poorer section of the

society.

The sociological explanation for crime starts with the
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assumption that criminal behaviour is learnt. This is the basis of
the theory of “differential association", put forward by Sutherland

in his book "Principles of Criminology" (1947). Cloward and Ohlin

(1960), in their book "Delinquency and Opportunity", have stressed

the importance of opportunities for learning crime. Merton (1949), in
his theory "social structure! has pointed out the fact that deviant
behaviour is the result of a "strain" between culturally prescribed

goals and the social structure.

It appears, therefore, that crime is always situation
specific and for any crime committed there could be more than one
reason. In order to understand the nature of crime, being committed
in a place like Shillong, an exploratory study has been undertaken
with a view to understanding demographic and socio-economic

backgrounds of the convicts.

- In the present study it is observed that the majority of
the convicts belong to the middle age group i.e. 25-45 years. There

is a solitary study on "Crime Perspective in North-East India" by

Dutta Ray et al., (1986). They have observed that a majority of the
convicts in this region, belong to the younger age group. Thus the
present findings also not agree with those of Dutta Ray et al.,
(1986). Adwani (1978) has found in Jaipur that higher incidences of
crime occur among the people in the younger age group. Kerawalla
(1959) has observed, taking into consideration all police records
from different states, that there is a higher concentration of crimes
in the early vyears of adulthood. The other studies, made by

Fishman (1934), Clemmer (1958), Morris (1965), Sutherland and
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Cressey (1978), have also shown that the incidences of crime is

higher in the younger age group.

It may be noted that the present findings does not
corroborate the observations, made by the other writers that crimes

are mostly committed by the people in the lower age group.

On the basis of the present findings, it may be suggested
that the occurence of higher incidence of crimes in the middle age

group may be due to the following reasons

In the age group 25-45 years people are generally expected
to earn their livelihood. Thus failure on the part of such as
individual to secure a job and further to secure a gainful
employment may creat feelings of frustration, which may trigger
antisocial behaviour. It is also found that in this age group,
opportunities are more that a person may find professional rivalry,

resulting in criminal behaviour.

In the present study various types of crime have largely
been committed by the males (123 out of 125 convicts). The present
analysis, pertaining to the relationship between sex and crimes,
lends support to the findings of higher rate of male convicts, as
observed by Schafer (1948), Pollak (1950), Sutherland and Cressey

(1978), Adwani (1978).

A solitary study, made by Dutta Ray et al., (1986) in
North East India, taking into account both Assam and Meghalaya, has
shown that in both Assam and Meghalaya crime is almost exclusively

a male affair. So the present study thoroughly corroborates with
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that of Dutta Ray et al.

In Assam and Meghalaya the frequency of female convicts
are 1.09% and 2.50% respectively (Dutta Ray et al., 1986). In the
present study there are only 2 cases of crimes, committed by
women. One is a Khasi woman and another a Nepali woman. The low
rate of female convicts is true for all age groups. It may perhaps
be due to the fact that the males are by nature more aggressive

than the females (Stern, 1968).

It may be pointed out here that Sutherland and Cressey
(1978) are of the opinion that in the societies, where the women
have a good deal of freedom, the crime rate among the women tends
to be higher. However, this observation does not hold true, when
the social situation in Meghalaya is taken into consideration. Among
the tribes of Meghalaya women enjoy greater social and economic

freedom than their male counterparts.

In the present study it is found that the unmarried people
have committed more crimes (53.66%) than the married ones (31.71%)
and separated/divorced persons (14.63%). Dutta Ray et al., (1986)
have reported that the married people commit more crimes than the
unmarried ones. Sheldon and Glueck (1930) and Gillin (1937) have
observed that the crime rate is more among the divorced and/or
separate persons than that among the married or unmarried persons.
The present finding does not support any of the earlier
observations. So it may be suggested that crime has little or
nothing to do with marital status of a person, rather crime s

committed more due to some specific situation in which a person is
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involved and it depends on the nature of the crime committed by

the person.

The present study shows that both the tribals and the non
tribals are involved in committing crimes, and the nature of crimes
is by and large similar. The only exception is a single case of

rape, which has been committed by a tribal convict.

The three indigenous tribes of Meghalaya i.e., the Garo
Jaintia and Khasi are involved only in 39.83% of the total number of
cases. The striking feature is that in spite of the fact that
Meghalaya is essentially a tribal state (nearly 80.00% of the total
population are tribal), it is found that the non-tribals commit more
crimes. One probable reason, for such a situation, is that the
tribals in Meghalaya are more tradition bound than the non tribals,
who are basically the migrants. Another point is that they (i.e.,
the non-tribals) often suffer from a sense of insecurity and feel that
they are being discriminated against in trying to secure employment
for themselves and thereby they are involved in more aggressive
crimes. It may be recalled (Table 7) that the non tribals have
committed proportionately more murder and theft than their tribal
counterparts. However, in <case of murder the difference in
proportion is significantly higher in the non tribals, though the
difference is insignificant in case of theft. Dutta Ray et al., (1986)
have observed that there are #47.50% of the convicts, who are
illiterate in Meghalaya and 61.52% in Assam. The significant point
here is that the bulk of the convicts are illiterate irrespective of

their ethnic affiliation. They have suggested that the reason for
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less number of jlliterate tribal convicts (i.e., 47.50%), as against
52.50% literates, is due to the nature of the tribals, who are bound
by their traditions. The present finding again does not corroborate
with the observations, made by Dutta Ray et al., (1986).
Alternately, it may we suggested that economic handship due to the
nature of employment (a good percentage of the convicts are casual
workers which means a lot of uncertainty in jobs and no security

for future) may produce more convicts among the illiterate people.

Kerawalla (1959) has observed that less than 30.00% of the
total convicts are illiterate. The present finding does not lend
support to one made by Kerawalla. On the contrary, it may be
suggested that the incidence of crimes is inversely proportional to

the level of education.

Cibbs and Start (1974) are of the opinion that one's
position in the economic structure determines the opportunities,
facilities and the requisite skills for specilized crime. According to
Lalli and Turner (1968) these people, who belong to the lowest
occupational status, commit murders more than those, belonging to
the higher occupational status. Chambliss (1969) has observed that
the people in the working class and the members of the economically
upper class are equally quilty of some offences, though the people
in the working class are more likely to be arrested and convicted.
Adwani (1978) has found the higher crime rate among the cultivators

and the lowest among the traders.

In the present study it has been observed that the

majority of the convicts (68.30%) are the casual workers, slightly
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more than 13.00% are monthly earness and 13.00% cultivators. It is
further observed that less than 5.00% among the convicts are the
traders. In this connection it may be noted that Dutta Ray et al.,
(1986) have made a similar observation on the occupation of the
convicts in Meghalaya. The higher rate of crime among the people in
lower occupational status may primarly be due to the effect of
financial pressure felt by the individuals in trying to make both

ends meet and also due to job dissatisfaction.

In the present study it is noticed that 86.24% of all
convicts belong to the low income group (the tribal convict - 92.00%
and the non tribal - 81.36%). Thus it is seen that the present study
lends support to the earlier findings of Garofalo (1914), Bonger
(1916) and Lewis (1961), who have studied relationship between
crime and economic condition and -have mentioned that a large number
of offenders belong to the low income group since they are gripped
w.ith feelings of frustration and a sensé of deprivation. But this
view has not been supported by many others, su<':h as Adwani
(1978). Adwani observes that most of the offenders (51.40%) belong
to the middle income group. The present study shows that 68.30% of
all convicts are the casual workers i.e., they have no regular job,
nor are they gainfully employed. It may be inferred that poor
economic condition is the main reason, which leads a person,
whether tribal or non tribal, to commit a crime. In this connection
one may recall what West (1967) has said. He has observed that
due to a feeling of inability to maintain family with limited income,

a number of crimes are committed for economic reasons. So the

present findings do not corroborate with the observations made by
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Adwani (1978).

The studies, made by Adwani (1978) and Dutta Ray et al.,
(1986), show that a higher percentage of offenders have come from
rural areas. Caldwell (1956) in his study has observed that the
crime rate is always higher in urban areas, except in case of
murder and rape, which are normally higher in rural areas. The
present finding is quite similar to Caldwells' observation. So far
the tribal convicts are concerned the present finding lends support
to the observation mode by Dutta Ray et al., (1986) that the
majority of the convicts generally come from the rural areas. But so
far the non tribal convicts are concerned, the present finding in no
way lends support to the observation made by Dutta Ray et al.,
(1986). It may be said that with the present set of data it is
really very difficult to ascertain the contention made by Dutta Ray

et al.

In the present study it is found that nearly 58.54% of the
convicts have admitted that their parents had hardiy administered
any sort of discipline on them during their childhood, while 26.83%
are of the opinion that their parents were very severe in imposing
discipline on them. It is understood that family always play an
important role in instrumenting control on its members. Where proper
discipline is lacking, there is a strong possibility that persons,
belonging to such a family, will go astray. Thus, it may be said
that failure on the part of the parents to administer proper
discipline on their children may lead a majority of the individuals

to adopt some kind of abberant behaviour. Unfortunately, no



70

comparable data are available from other populations. So it s

difficult to draw any inference.

Dutta Ray et al., (1986) have stated, "a criminal
personality develops in the society in general and in the family in
particular. Moreover, condition in the family may lead a person to
crimes". Adwani (1978) has observed a majority of the prisoners
belong to the joint family system, while Dutta Ray et al., (1986)
have found only #40.00% of the convicts in Meghalaya and 26.18% in
Assam belong to the joint family type. According to then in tribal
population of Meghalaya, a joint family is only a temporary phase
and most of the families are nuclear, but in Assam joint family is a
persisting institution. In the Present study it is found that u41.46%
of the convicts belong to the joint family system, while 30.89% and
27.64% belong to the nuclear and single unit family systems
respectively. Of the non tribals convicts in Shillong, it is found
tF\at they are by and large equally distributed in three categories
of family i.e., nuclear, joint and single unit. The reason for this
may be due to the fact that the non tribals are mostly migrant and
hardly have the opportunity to maintain the joint family system.
However, from the present findings it is not really possible to draw
any conclussion about which type of family is much more responsible
for criminal behaviour of the individuals, though the present
findings come very close to the observations, made by Dutta Ray et

al., (1986).

In fine, it may be pointed out that crime appears to be

almost exchusively a male affair in Shillong. However, it is also a
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universal truth.

Though Meghalaya is a tribal dominated state it is found
that the non tribals commit proportionately more crimes in
comparison to the tribals. 1t may be due to the fact that the non
tribals fecl more economic insccurity.However, irrespective of ethnic
affiliation,two most glaring reasons for committing crimes are poverty
and lack of education. The various demographic and social factors
like types of family, lack of proper discipline, etc., may also be
responsible for an individual's abberant behaviours. However, it is
quite difficult to attribute any single reason to a particular type of
crime, because criminal behaviour is the outcome of certain specific
situations and circumstances in which one is involved. Thus, it is
not one's personality alone, but the immediately socio-demographic
situation, in which one lives, may to a great extent be responsible

for one's deviant behaviour.

It is a humble beginning of an intensive study, which

we propose to carry out in future.



CHAPTER - VI

SUMMARY

The present study on the convicts of Shillong deals with
both demographic and social factors. It has been carried
out in the district central jail, in Shillong, in two phases
i.e., the first phase was carried out in the month of
October, 1991 and the second, in the begining of January,

1992.

The existing literatureor crimes and criminal behaviour have

been reviewed briefly as far as possible.

All prison records on crimes in Meghalaya for the period

between 1972 and September 1991 have been looked into.

No particular statistical sampling has been followed to
collect the present set of data. A complete enumeration
of the convicts in the jail has been done. The relevant
information/data on demographic and social aspects and

crime history have been collected through a prepared

schedule.

The present study show that a majority of the convicts

belong to the middle age group i.e., between 25-U45 years.

There are 125 convicts out of which two are females. It
shows, therefore, that c¢rime is exclusively a male

dominated affair.
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Among the convicts, the majority of them are unmarried.

It is found that the non tribals have committed
proportionately more crimes than their tribal counterparts.
However, the frequency of habitual offenders is more among

the tribal convicts.

Various types of crimes committed by both tribal and non-
tribal convicts have been compared. It is found that the non-
tribal convicts committed significantly more murder than
the tribal convicts. 1t is also true that the non-tribal
convicts have committed more theft than the tribal

convicts, though there is no significant difference in

proportion.

In a place like Shillong, rape is a very rare phenomenon.
In the present study, there is a solitary case of rape,

committed by a middle aged tribal convict.

It is found that most of the convicts (both tribal and non-
tribal) are illiterate and only a few around 4.00%, have
passed matriculation or above. It is seen that there is an

inverse relationship between the level of education and

crime.

Most of the convicts, both tribal and non-tribal are casual

workers. Hence they belong to the low income group.

A majority of the tribal convicts belong to the rural area,

whereas, their non-tribal counterparts are equally
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distributed in rural, urban, rural-urban setting. However,
it is difficult to ascertain whether or not such ecological

background has anything to do with crime.

14, Both the tribal and non-tribal convicts in majority shows
that they hardly received proper trianing and discipline

from their parents, during the time of their upbringing.

15. A majority of the tribal convicts belong to the joint family
system, whereas a good number of the non-tribal convicts

belong either to the nuclear or single unit family.

16. A few of the precipitating causes behind all such acts of
crime has been pointed out. The three most important
reasons are poverty, influence of alcohol and bad

companijons.

It may be suggested here that, besides those three
factors: certain specific demographic and social factors should be

looked into, in order to understand why a person is compelled to

commit a crime.

This is a very preliminary study. With this study we

hope to make a further study in the near future.
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY
NORTH-EASTERN HILL UNIVERSITY
SHILLONG

"THE CONVICTS OF SHILLONG (MEGHALAYA) : A
SOC10-DEMOGRAPHIC STUDY

PRISON RECORD Date
1. Name
2. Jail Registration
3. Age 4. Sex Male/Female
5. Father's Name
6. Community
7. Date of admission in Jail
8. Case References
9. Trying Court
10. Permanent Address
11. Nature of the crime
12. Prison term

Investigator



PERSONAL BACKGROUND :

1. Name

2, Age 3.

4. Religion

Code No.

Place of Birth

5. Caste/Tribe/Sub~Tribe

6. Place of residence
7. Educational Qualification
(ii) Any training in other fields
(specify)
8. (i) Occupation
(ii) Duration
(iii) Income weekly/fortnightly/monthly

9. Married/Single/Divorced (if divorced)

state the reason why)

10. Age at marriage

11, Residence of the respondent's

family at present

12, (i) Place indicate the following about your family of orienta-
tion
Name Relation- Age | Sex Educational Occupa- Income
Ship qualifica- tion
tion

1.
2,
3.
4.




13.

14,

15.

(2)

(ii) Sibling position
What are your habits : (i)
(ii)
What are your hobbies : (i)
(ii)
Do you have your own
house or staying in a
rented house ?
PARENTS BACKGROUND
Father's Name 2. Age
Religion 4. Community
Educational Qualification
Profession
Income monthly/fortnightly/weekly.
Any other training/skills
(specify)
(i) Occupation is Regular [ (Please tick)
Irregular (]

(ii) His income is sufficient in running the home ?

(a) to some extent [:I
(b) to a great extent (]

{c) he never contributes D



10.

(3)

(a) How would you rate his habits ?

(i) Gambling : Occasionally/often/always/never
(ii) Drinking : Occasionally/often/always/never
(iii) Debts : Occasionally/almost always

(iv) Any other habits you would like
to mention about

(b) How do you feel about this ?

(c) Crime history, if any
(specify)

Mother's Name 2. Age

Religion 4. (i} Community

(ii) Tribe/Caste/Sub-Tribe

Educational Qualification

Profession
Income weekly/fortnightly/monthly.
(i) Occupation is Regular 0 (Please tick)

Irregular il

(ii) Her income is sufficient in running the home ?

(a) to some extent D
(b) to a great extent H

(c) she never contributes I'_']



(&)

How would you describe your
parents relationship ?

Father's relationship with

(i) You

(ii) Brothers

(iii) Sisters

{iv) Mother

(v) Others in the family

Mother's relationship with

(i) You

(ii) Brothers

(iii) Sisters

{iv) Father

(v) Others in the family

Your relationship with your :

(i) Father

(ii) Mother

(iii) Brothers

(iv) Sisters

(v) Others in the family

{a) To whom are you attached most.

(b)  Why ?

Were you happy as a child ?

Did your parents give you enough attention
during your childhood ?

(i) A lot and always ]



10.

11.

12,

13.

14,

15.

16.

(5)
(ii) Sometimes O

(iii) Hardly 0

(in case of those who had working mothers)

As a child, how did you feel when
your mother was out for work ?

Was it necessary for her to earn a living ?

When your parents were out to work,
with whom were you left with ?

Were you happy with such arrangement(s)? Yes/No
If not, why ?

Were you always obedient to your pare;lts ? Yes/No
If no, why ?

What punishment were you given when you were

(i) Indifferent

(ii)  Naughty

(iii) Very naughty

Were you afraid of your father ? Yes/No
If yes, why ?
Were you afraid of your mother ? Yes/No
If yes, why ?

Did your parents allow you to take
decision on your own ? Yes/No




17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

24,

25.

26,

(6)

if Yes, what were the occasions

you used to take your own decisions?

(a) If no, who generally used to
impose decisions on you?

(b) How did you react on such
impositions ?

If your parents' company, how did
you use to feel ?

(i) happy

(ii) relaxed

(iii) uncomfortable

(iv) no comments

Age at attending school

Age at leaving school

Reason(s) for leaving school

Did you enjoy going to school?
{Reasons for your answer)

Did you attend classes regulariy ?
If no, why?

Yes/No

Yes/No

Did your parents encourage you to :

(i) attend school regularly

(ii) perform well in school

Who usually used to help you with your home assignments ?

Yes/No

Yes/No

Was moral instruction a part of your school curriculum ?




27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

(7)

What topics/themes were covered through moral instructions

Moral instruction was

(i) interesting

(ii) boring

)iii) hardly | gave any attention

(iv) no comments

Do you have many friends ? Yes/No

If yes, please tell me about their educational status,
occupations, approximate income, etc.

Do you think that your friends liked you ? Yes/No

Please give reasons why did they like you

Plcase give reasons why they did not like you

Do you generally get carried away with your friends
ideas /suggestions

{i) always

(ii) often

(iii) occasionally
(iv) rarely

(v) never



35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

uz2.

u3.

4y,

45.

46.

(8)

Do your parents/Does your wife/husband approve
of your having such friends ? Yes/No

Why ?

Were you happy with your academic achievements ?
Were you happy with your job/work ? Yes/No

If not, why ?

Did you have a regular job 7 Yes/No

If not, why ?

Was your income good enough for running the home ? Yes/No

If not, what other ways you tried to obtain more money ?

Were you ever unemployed ? Yes/No

If yes, for what length of time ?

How did you utilise your time when you were without
any employment ?

How did you maintain yourself and/or your family when you
were out of employment ?




(9)

RESPONDENT'S FAMILY BACKGROUND

47. Year of marriage
ug. Age of wife/husband
49. Academic qualification of the spouse
50. Number of children
51. Please state their :
Age Sex Marital Educational Profession Income
Status
1.
2.
3.
b,
5. -
52. Is it your first marriage ? Yes /No
53. if no, please tell about your previous marriage(s)
(age at marriage, age of spouse, number of children, etc.)
54, What happend with your previous spouse ?
55. (a) Please tell me about your previous spouse's occupation




( 10 )

55. (b) Educational Qualification

(c) Any other skills

(d) Income

56. (i) How would you describe your relationship with your
spouse/spouses ?

(ii) With your children

CRIME

1. Nature of the crime committed according to the informant

2, Is this your first imprisonment ? Yes/No

3. If not, altogether how many times had you been imprisoned
so far ?

u, What were the crimes committed previously by you ?

5. What made you continue doing that ?

6. For how many years have you been in and out of jail ?
(a) Year Period
(b)  Year Period
(c) Year Period

(d) Year Period




10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15,

(1)

How do you feel now, that you have been caught or
imprisoned ?

How many of your were in the party when the offence was
committed ?

Were your companions also apprechened ?

If not, why do yur think/say so ?

Do vyour feel that you have been betrayed ? Yes/NO

If yes, why, by whom, and how ?

Were you caught red-handed ? Yes/No

If no, after how many days/months of your committing the
crime were you arrested ?

When were you given the warrant of arrest ?

Were you given at any point of time the chance to
explain/deny the offence ?

Did you try to plead your innocence ? Yes/No

If yes, how ?

If no, why ?




16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

(12)

Do you think you were at fault ? Yes/No

If yes, at times do you pause to ask yourself the reasons
why and what compelled/motivated you to commit such
offence ?

What (honestly) do you think are the reasons that motivated/
compelled you to act in this manner ?

Do you regret/feel guilty for what you have done ?

What were your initial reaction/feeling while being (i)
arrested amd (ii) in jail ?

How did you feel when you saw other fellow prisoners ?

Describe the inmates behaviour towards you (i) initially

(ii) now

Do you talk/discuss with your close inmates regarding the cause

for your imprisonment, etc. ?




2y,

25,

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

3.

32,

33.

34,

(13)

What follows after this ?

Who is your close friend among your jailmates ?

Why do you say so ?

How would you describe your relationship with the warders/
jail authorities ?

Do you always obey/carry out their orders ?

If not, what kind of punishments do you receive ?

Do you think the degree of punishment is justified? Yes/No

If not, why ?

What did you feel after receiving the punishment ?

How did you parents react/feel about your imprisonment ?

(a) If married, how did your wife feel/react to your imprison-
ment ?




34

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

4o.

41.

b2,

43.

(14)

(b) How did your children feel/react to your imprisonment?

How often do your family members visit you ?

Parents

Wife

Children

What do you bring when they visit you ?

Are you allowed to accept them ?

Have they tried to bail you out ? Yes/No

If not, why ?

If yes, how ?

How do you behave when they meet you ?

Do your friends visit you ?

Do you notice any change in their attitude towards you ?
Yes/No




4y,

45.

46.

47.

ug.

49,

50.

(15 )

iIf yes, in what way do you think/observe their change in
attitude/manner, etc. ?

How do you feel when they visit you ?

Father

Mother

Wife

Children

Friends

Do you eagerly await to see them ? Yes/No

(a) If yes, how often would you like to see them ?

(b} {f no, why not ?

What would you like to do when you are released ?

Will you be able to go back home to your parents/family ?
Yes/No

If not, why ?




51.

52.

53.

Sy,

55.

56.

57.

(16 )

Do you think that they will accept you ?

Do you think you stand a chance of getting an employment when
released ? (reasons)

If you are unable to get employment, have you given a thought
what you are going to do ?

What are your impressions of law and justice ?

What could be the reasons that some people get involved in
committing offences ?

Do you think you will be able to lead a normal life when freed?
Yes/No :

(a) If yes, how ?

(b) If not, why not ?




58

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

(17)

How far do you think you will be able to mould your life in
a socially acceptable pattern ?

What ways/methods are you going to adjust to/adopt in order
to achieve this ? :

Please tell me how did you actually commit the crime last ?

Who/what provoked you to do this ?

Who taught you the art of committing this particular crime?

Where did you exactly commit this crime ?

Who were the people that helped/participated in this crime?
(Tell about their ethnic composition, age, sex, marital status,
etc.)

What did you gain by committing this crime ?

(a) in terms of money

(b) in terms of any other things




66.

67.

68.

69.

70

7.

(18 )

How did you plan this crime ?

Can vyou suggest how the |living condition in the jailcanbe
Improved ? Yes/No

(a) 1f yes, please give your suggestions

(b) If no, why not ?

Are you repentant for committing crimes ? Yes/No

(a) If yes, how ?

(b) If no, why not ?

Tell me specifically what had gone wrong in your family that
influenced you to commit such crimes ?



http://jailcao.be

(19)

Observer's comments
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